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CONFIDENTIAL. 


Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Persia. 


Part XXXIV. 





(14778) No. 1. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 1.) 
(No. 103.) 
ir, St. Petersburgh, March 29, 1913, 

WITH reference to previous telegraphic correspondence, 1 have the honour to 
transmit to you herewith copy of an aide-mémoire which I have received from the 
Russian Government on the subject of the proposal to institute a financial control in 
Persia. 

Thave, &. 

GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 


Enclosure in No. 1. 


Aide-ménioire. 






















LE projet de contréle financier en Perse dont il est question dans l’aide-mémoire 
de !’Ambassade britannique du 15 (28) mars courant a ate également communiqué au 
Ministére Impérial des Affaires Btrangéres par l'entremise des représentants du groupe 
russe de la Société d’Htudes. Ce projet ayant été examiné en présence du Ministre de 
Russie 4 Téhéran il fut constaté qu'un arrangement de ce genre n’aurait aucune chance 
’étre accepté par le Gouvernement perse et qu’on ne pourrait le Ini imposer, yu que la 
Perse, ayant jusqu’ici exactement rempli ses obligations financiéres, ne saurait nulle- 
ment étre considérée et traitée comme un débiteur insolvable. Par conséquent, 
Yopinion fut émise que Vidée d’un pareil controle pourrait étre énoncée conditionnelle- 
ment en introduisant dans le contrat de l'emprunt une clause stipulant que le controle 
serait institué dans le cas of le Gouvernement persan se verrait dans l'impossibilité de 
satisfaire ses eréanciers, 

Gouvernement Impérial se range entiérement a l’avis de Sir B. Grey qu'aucun 
engagement ne doit étre pris dans cette affaire par les Cabinets de Saint-Pétershourg 
et de Londres sans un accord préalable entre eux, et il attend pour sa part les 


communications ultérieures que le Gouvernement britannique youdra bien lui faire & 
ce sujet. 


Saint-Pétersbourg, le 16 (29) mars, 1913. 
ps Sa ee SER ee 
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(14906) No. 2 
Board of Trade to Foreign Offce.—(Received April 1.) 


Sir, Board of Trade, March 31, 1913. 
IAM directed by the Board of Trade to refer to your letters of the 5th and the 
18th March relative to the Kerman mining concession, and to offer the following 
observations thereon for Sir E. Groy’s consideration. 
‘The Board are not aware if the statements contained in Mr. Greenway’s letter of 
is with the Persian 


‘counter-draft now put f 
a it stands is, in the 
respects, parti 
the financial 

ment, as to form an 
acceptable compromise. In the event of an intimation to this effect being conveyed 
to Alt. Greonway, 1 am to suggest that he might be invited to furnish detailed 
observations upon the counter-draft, and to indicate the extent to which his syndicate 
would be prepared to modify their original proposals, 

Tam, &. 
GEO. J. SPANLI 


(14784) No. 3. 
India Ofice to Roreign O ice.—(Received April 1.) 


Sir, India Office, March 31, 1913. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 25th March, 1913, as to the proposed with- 
drawal of the infantry escort from His Majesty's consulate at Shiraz, Iam directed to 
invito reference to the Viceroy’s telegram of the 29th March on the subject. 

‘The Marquess of Crewe recognises the force of the considerations advanced by the 
Government of India in favour of retaining the detachment at Shiraz, But in view of 
the opinion of His Majesty’s consul at Shiraz and of His Majesty's Minister at Tebran, 
that the maintenance of the increased escort is not necessary for the protection of the 

tish consulate, his Lordship concurs in. the proposal of the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affi €6 authioriee the withdrawal of the detachments 
am, ke, 
T, W. HOLDERNESS, 





(14602) Nouas 


wdieard Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 167.) a 
(Helegraphie.) it Foreign Office, Aprit 1, 1913. 
YOUR telegram No. 136 of 31st March: Major O'Connor's visit to Soulet, 
In these ces I approve. 





[13802] No. 5. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


ee 
‘legraphic.) Foreign 0: 
Your telegram No, 109 of 14th March: Lingah, Boe Pa 
Has Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs sticcceded in securing cancellation of the 
appointment ? Ifyou think sufficient interval has elapsed you should revert to the 
matter, a8 His Majesty's Government attach considerable importance to the question, 





(14430) No. 6, 


ee, aa Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
‘elegraphic) R.. Foreign 0; April 1, 191, 
YOUR toegram No. 185 of 20th Mareh ; Foroes for Gar aak Cachan bere 
¥ coucur in your view that this is not a moment to send an. ilkdiseiplined « 
rabble to Fars, and you may inform Minister for Foreign Affairs that « ara ay 
suggestion that all support should be given to Governor-Ceneral to form local forcs, 
As regards Luristan, you will doubtless act with Russian chargé d'alfaires in 
tendering advice to the Persian Government as to the best steps that ean be taken in 
5 ces. ‘The question appears to be too pressing to await a discussi 
regards engugement of farther Swedish or Danish ofcara, © (> St ® Mvoussion as 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No 288,) 


SS eee, 
(14428) No. 7, 


ees Sir Edward Grey to Sir @, Buchanan, 


(Pelographic.) RA 
SHR W. TOWNEEY'S tologram No. 133 of un Hora” Ose Apri, 1019, 


Iwill instruct Sir W. Townley to tion the Russian demand for the Urmia Lake 


concession, but I hope that M. Sazonof will gis i 
cocci bat Lape wonof will give elfect to our request. respecting the 


(Repeated to Tehran, No. 170.) 





(15068) No. 8, 


Board of Trade to Foreign Offce—{Reccived April 2.) 
Sir, 


Tam, &. 
GEO, J. STANLEY. 
— 





Enclosure in No. 8. 


Memorandum of Interview with Managing Director of Basra Trading Company. 


MR. H, J. TWEEDY called and had an interview with Mr. Stanley and myself 
to-day (the 27th March). 

Ho stated that he has had some thirty-three years’ experience of the Persian Gulf 
trade, both in Turkey and Persia, but of recent years he has been managing-director 
of the Basra ‘Trading Company, which has been engaged solely in the export trade 
(mainly in barley) from Basra’ (with a little from Mohammerah). ‘The firm have, 
however, now given up, trading, and dismissed their staff, because they find it 
impossible to compete with Messrs, Wonckhaus in grain buying, Wonckhaus always 
outbids.  Wénekhaus has no resources of his own—though he can obtain apparently 
unlimited credit—and he has been on the Gulf only a very few years, but the Basra 
‘Trading Company, with long experience in the trade and a competent staff on the Gulf, 
cannot mneet his competition, 

It is believed that Wonckhaus gets from the Hamburg-Amerika Line very low 
freights for Gulf produce to Hamburg, but there is no definite evidence of this. 
British and other shippers from the Gulf cannot normally get space on Hamburg 
‘Amerika Ling boats, for Wonckhaus has a claim to all cargo space thereon, and 
usually exercises his rights, It is admitted that a higher price (ex duty) is obtainable 
for tho barley at Hamburg than in England, and that possibly Wonckbaus gets a lower 
froight on Hamburg-Amerika Line boats than other shippers have to pay on the lines 
which are availablo for them, but Mr. Tweedy is convinced that these facts do not 
oxpldin fully Wonekhaus's ability to outbid them, and believes that Wonckhans receives 
‘4 drawback of the German customs duty on barley (in whole or in part). He believes 
this because Wonckbaus adopts the same policy of outbidding in respect of other 
commodities (e.g., gum) in regard to which freights are relatively leas important, 

‘As evidence of the uncommercial character of Wonckhaus's operations, Mr. Tweedy 
mentioned that he kneyr of a period when Wonckhaus was holding 10,000 tons of grain 
‘and refusing to'sell when the price was at the highest point ever reached in recent 
‘oars, and that generally he seemed to be indifferent to the moyement of the market. 

Mr, Tweedy said also that he had acted from time to time in co-operation with the 
moreantile department of Mr, Strick’s business. He appears to have no complaint 
against the Anglo-Algerian or Bucknall Lines ; apparently in his opinion lower freights 
Homeward by those lines would not really help British firms, and he seemed to think 
that no action by His Majesty’s Government would be of real use. 

Te appears that Mr. Strick has the contract for conveyance of all the plant, &o., 
required by the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, and is also, to carry their product, 
Mr, Tweedy said that tho only people who can carry on in the trade at Basra (other 
than an English and an American firm, specialising in liquorice root and dates 
rospectively) are those who, like Grey, Paul and Co., and Lynch, combine mercantile 

nye interests. 

Mr Tweedy stated also that Messrs, Marcus Samuel have recently appeared in the 
Gulf, as exporters of produce; it is believed, however, that they have other motives, 
connected with oil, trade developments in Mesopotami: 

‘Tho decisive reason for the cessation of operations by the Basra Trading Company 
appears to have been the conviction that the sailings of the Hamburg-Amerika Line 
to the Gulf would shortly increase largely, owing to shipments of railway material ; 
that to fill them for the ‘return voyage more grain will be required ; and that the 
competition of Winckhaus will therefore become still more intense. 


March 27, 1913. 





115016] ° No. 9. 
India Office to Foreign Offce.—(Received April 2.) 


. India Office, April 1, 1918: 

WITH. reference to previous correspondence on the pais aia cone 
construction of a railway across Persia to connect the Russian and Indian systems, 
T aim dirsted by the Secretary of State for Tndia to forward, fr the infomation of 
the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a letter that has been received from 
the Government of India regarding the alignment of, and other questions connected 
with, the section of the line which—if such a scheme were ever curried out—would 
traverse the British sphere of Persia and British Baluchistan, It will be observed that 
the enclosures in the Government of Indin’s letter include a memorandum by the Indian 
General Staff;* As this document is of an extremely secret nature T am to request that 
it muy not be reproduced, and that itmay be retured after perusal 

Since His Majesty's Government haye finally decided, and have informed the 
Biassan (Govarsiient) antl Wa SouststeMtadan ther as Guns Bion yet Gena tan @ 
through connection to be made, and that there must. be no question of making ib until 
they think that the time has come when it is desirable, it is no longer necessary to 
discuss in detail the issues raised by the Government of India, But the Marquess of 
Crowe desires to place on record his opinion that the results of the further examination 
of the scheme in India strikingly confirm the wisdom of the decision-at which His 
Majesty's Government have arrived; and that in existing political conditions—or, 
indeed, in any that he is able to forecast—the establishment of through railway con: 
nection between Europe and India involves dangers to the Jatter, which must profoundly 
affect the basis upon which the military requirements of Great Britain no less than of 
India are at present calculated, 

In paragraph 3 of the Government of India’s letter reference is made to the possible 
donsiruction of a line from Bunder Abbas fo Kerman, Lord Crews ie inprosaed by tho 
argument that the existence of a line from the sea ending at Kerman might be an indue- 
ment to Russia to press forward a’branch from Ispahan to Yezd, and thence eventually 
to Kerman itself—an inducement which would be undoubtedly the greater if the scheme 
for a line from Bander Abbas or Bushire to Tspahan vid Shirax did nob mature, But 

must be set the importance from the political point of view of developing 

ish sphere, as the only means likely to be effective in tho long run of maintaining 

1 influence in a region where its maintenance is easential to the security of India, 

therofore, he will not oppose the construction of a Bunder Abbas-Kerman line, 

ho would urge that priority should be given to the line from the Gulf to Shiraz and 

Ispaban, in order that by the provision of a channel for through traflic to the south the 
tendency to extend eastwards muy, if possible, be checked. 

__ As regards the defence of the entrance to the Persian Gulf, a separate communi- 

cation has been addressed to you, 
Tam, &e. 
‘l, W, HOLDERNESS, 


Enclosure 1 in No. 9. 
Government of India to the Marquess of Orewe, 


My Lord Marquess, Simla, February 13, 1913. 
_WE have the houour to reply to your Lordship's Secret. despatch, dated the 19th 
April, 1912, which asks for the views of the Government of India on Mr, M. de P. 
Vebb's memorandum on the various ports of the Persian Gulf and their relation to the 
alignment of the proposed Trans-Persian Railway. 
2, We have the honour to enclose a copy of a report of an Inter-Depurtmental 
Committee, which has examined the various points dealt with by Mr, Webb, and also 
certain other questions connected with the proposed railway. 


* Not printed. 
(1629) 
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‘he conclusions of this Committee are— 


(a) That Bander Abbas is the only port on the littoral which affords satisactory 
sholie during the, monsoon months, but at other seasons of the year it is doubtful 
sitithen any-othet port in the Gulf possesses intrinsic merits sullicient to affect the 
question of alignment in any large degree. e 

(0) On purely military and naval grounds « direct alignment vid Yezd aud Bander 
Abbas is infitely preferable to any othe, Dut the objections to Kerman being linked 
tip touch alignment by a branch Fine from Babramabad or Saidabad are not so serious 
4s to preclude our acceptance. 

Exh however, the Bunder Abbas line is not adopted then the mouth of the 
Dash River tn Gwettar Bay will be found more suitable than any other port on. the 
seater littoral-—a. special advantoge of the Dasht. River being that it is in British 
territory. 

{G3 That on commercial grounds the Bampur-Kerman route is the best, especially 
as 0 se¢ent railway reconnuissance shows thut this route is feasible at a reasonable cost, 

{e) That as regards the northern portion of the railway an alignment through 
Iupadwi or the comvction of that place with the main line by the shortest feasible 
branch line is desirable, 

(J) Mike site of the break of gauge should be situated as far from India ax possible, 
‘and Igcated not nearer than the middle of the neutral sphere. 

(9) hat a 8 39" gauge on the southern section of the railway should be adopted 
‘ay most suitable on military aind finenoial grounds. 

ia) That the main line throughout Persia, should be international, and that the 
construction and working of the wotion from ‘Kurrachee up to the Persian border as 
Wall'as of the suggested branches between Rigau and Bunder Abbas and Bampur and 
Seistan, respectively, should be in British hands. 


4, Tb will bo seen that for the reasons stated in their report, the Committee have 
gone somewhat further thon the immediate points raised by Mr. Webb, and have 
examitied in the light of filler information now in our possession, the general question 
realignment, On this question, as the report siows, the issue is practically reduced to 
O coniliot between commercial considerations which demand the alignment vid Kerman, 
‘ud mnlitary considerations which demand the aljgoment vit, Bander Abbas. His 
Excellency the Commander-in-chiet considers that the construction of this railway will 
tntail incensed military responsibility on India, but if a railway cannot be resisted in 
the Russian and neutral spheres of Persia, he is of opinion that the Bunder Abbas 
Aljgumont. is the Teast objectionable on military grounds, and although there are 
tniktary objections to a brunch Tine to Kerman this might be agreed to, provided 
this coucession is necessary to secure the alignment of the main Tine being taken 
vi Bunder Abbas. 

‘Ag rogard the extension of Bunder Abbas to Kurrachee. a metre gauge line along, 
the coat sould, his Exeolleney the Commander-in-chief thinks, be the least objection: 
Alle, If the main line ended at Bunder Abbas, it would do so at a point wh 
‘night reasonably hope to control by naval and military measures well within our power, 
wee this solution will meet the chief commercial interests of the countries concerned, 
WML til leave. a natural barrier of 800 miles of difficult, country ‘between it and 
Karaeheo, His Exeelleney is, therefore, on military grounds, opposed to this extension 
Doing made, but if this cannot be resisted, he considers the coast alignment from 
Tunder Abbas to Kurrachee the least objectionable of alll those that have been 
atiggested. 

4, We cannot help feeling 
by the Commander-in-chief as 
‘Afghanistan, it would be possible to spar 
“effective operations against: an advance botween Bunder 
‘vore #0, it has been argued that military considerations migh 
There are, however, certain factors, inv 
instance, the eventual decision of His Majesty's 
‘of a naval base at the mouth of theGulf—in regard 
contulted us-—and the exact attitude of the Admiral 
along the Mekran Couat, Until we have full inf 
Majesty's Government in regard to the naval and military measures they are pre] 
to ddont at the entrance of the Persian Gulf, and the measures which the Admiralty 
‘would be prepared to take in the event of war in regard to the coast line from Bunder 
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Abbas to Kurrachee, we scarcely feel ourselves in a position i 
definitely to an opinion as to the to alignments proposed. We Sea Wee Seas, 
to deal with th quston as nhs including the other point ued by Mi Webb and 
e liary questions examine ‘the: ami ve sived ii 
BU gets ese ommitte, when we have received information 
We have, Xe. 
O'M. CREAGH. 
GUY FLEETWOOD WILSON. 
R. W. CARLYLE, 
RCOURT BUTLER, 
SEYYID ALT IMAM. 
W. H. CLARK, 
R. H, CRADDOCK, 


Enclosure 2 in No. 9. 


Third Report of the Inter-Departmontal Committee on th 
TranePersion Tail}, Bald 


Introduetic 
(Cia) ritroduetion, 
"THE Committoo met to consider a memorandum drawn up by the Hi 
de P, Webb, C.LE,, Chairman of the Kurrachee Chamber ol Oeanaieat eect 
af the meet suitable port on, the ewet forthe dobouchnent of the proposed, rant 
’ersian Railway upon the sea-board, which the Secretary of State had forwarded to the 
Government of India for un expression of their views. he Committee was also directed 


Conan fe thale vier i 
1, play Vin, scone ort he eons one th 


(0) he gauge ofthe railway (within the British gphro of inlunce. 


(in) he place where the break of gauge should be located 


() The agency for construction of the port i ithi 
as ) he ageney for construction of the portion beyond ou frontier bub within out 


‘The Committee on the present occasion had the adv 

2 ' n wud the advantage of t 

opinions of Field-Marshal Lord Nicholson, and aloo of Mr. W. nen sian 
i y investi os : Persian i 

te invotgaied a numbor of routes betweon/the Anglo~Perian fonler 


Preliminary. 


Before dealing with the specific questions placed be Yommittee wis 
to state tht certain. fresh stelopincte, hive conized etree 
sideration of some of tho opsions expresed in thee two previous syparta, se 
cho ie dian military authorities adhere tothe view expressed in thowe reports that 
Ste bt alignment in Bei and din intr i tat vit Yer and Bander Abb 
¥ considerably altered as a result of the jasancos 
recently carried out by Mx, Johns. It will be remembered iy nae 
ce . Johns. that, on the informa. 
ton then before thm, the Committe thought thatthe route vi under Abbon Wiough 
eJngest was likely to prove the cheapest in construction and working, and that a 
Tne fom Chabbar go Kernan vit Bampur and Bam vould, present setious diiultis 
hich would mare than outyigh the advantages derived rom the ahortordintanea to 
bye traversed, ‘They also considered that the route suggested as v compromise in thoi 
seco report vit Fung and Ramiak to Chabbar would prove more eonomea than thet 

vill Kern, vestigations carried out by the reconnaissance enginvers hav 
iowa cover tbat Goaiha and euoparatavaly toes penaive spunect aie a ee 


general features to that suggested by the Secretary of State it hi 

f that s te in | 
Hoth Augie 101 oinle troy Banga Fmd alee acUcat o 
in the vty of Chabbas), The prsible economy of ting the route vid Bunder Ablus 
Se us ceased to be a feature in the case which the Indian Government 
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Field-Marshal 
iy of omitting 
, the Tine were 


the advantages of including Kerman isputable, 
the construction of this route ean be carried out economically, 
carried through Kerman it will not only tap the important trade centres within the 
Rritish, sphew of influence, but also reach the coal, manganeys and other deposit, suid 
to be abundant in th uutral zone just north of Kerman, ‘These would otherwise be 
fan object of ambition upon the part of our rivals whose claim to entry could scarcely be 
opposud. Alternatively, if the Yezd~Bunder Abbas alignment is adopted, the Kerm 
istrict could be linked up with the railway by « branch line from say, Saidabad, or it 
might be found feasible to carry the line from Yezd through Anar to Bahramabad ard 
theneo to Bunder Abbas, Kerman being linked up by a branch line from Bahramabad. 
Thix would involve a slight but not very serious detour and would still tap the resources 
of the country round Kerman, : 
rear reed creumnstances, the Committee have carefully considered whether they 
could safely modify the opinion expressed in their second report against sho mai Tinie 
Doing taken through Kerman, Regan, and Bampux, down to the coast near Chahbar, an 
they have also considered the probable effect of Kerman being linked up with the 
Binder Abtas alignment by «branch line joining the main alignment at Babramaad or 
Saidabad, As regards the main aligoment being taken through Kerman, it was 
suggested to the Committee that the strategic disadvantages of such an alignment 
could be overcome in some measure by the construction of branch lines from Bunder 
‘Abbas to Regan, and from Bampur to Seistan, the idea being that the former brane! 
the ovent of the Russians endeavouring to utilise Kerman as a basis for an advance on 
Seiston, would enable a British force landed at Bunder Abbas to threaten their flank, 
while the latter in a similar contingeney would enable a British foree brought up along 
the railway from Kurrachee to forestall the necessarily slower advance of the Russians 
Js Seistan, ‘The latter line, it was pointed out, would run in a north and south 
ion and therefore would leave untouched the dese forms go valuable 
ier betwen Seistan and Nushki; and 


sive point 

Rane pt this method of attack, If they do'so, the view generally held 

by British and Indian military authorities is that all our immediately available forces 

would be required to operate against their advance in Afihanistan, and, in those 

Cirsustance, the suguested ranch is wil be practically wees, |The General Staff 
cate in parageaph 11 of their memorandum certain detailed objections to the 


= ‘Two cvpies of this paper are attached to the original report only. It is not reproduced in the 
duplicate copies owing to its extremely confidential and secret nature. 
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popes which i is mot necemary tovenuimerate here, | Generally speaking, choy angus 
that ouly sufficient forees could be spared to seize and to hold, as long as possible, the 
port at which the railway touches the sea, and subsequently to threaten, with the 
mobility conferred by sea power, the Russian line of communication along the const, 
should ‘they endeavour to advance by the railway. ‘The General Staff’ point out that 
such operations could be carried out effectively by a relatively small force. In view of 
this statement of military policy, the Committe ean only conelude that the proposed 
branches would not afford adequate safeguards in the event of the main line passing 
through Kerman. 

As regards the probable effect of Kerman being linked up with the main line 
if the latter were carried on some other alignment, it is clear from the General 
Staff's memorandum that, in the event of a war with Russia, we should not have 
suflicient: troops available for operations in Persia to prevent a Russian foree occupying. 
Kerman sooner or later. It would no doubt. be desirable to delay that oecupati 
Tong as possible, but inasmuch as the main line would probably have to pass within 
50 miles of Kerman, the delay could not in any case be very great, and the existence or 
non-existence of a branch connecting Kerman with the main line could hardly be 
considered vital, 

Our general conclusion, therefore, in regard to the new situation created by the 
information laid before us by Mr. Johns, is that while that information, by greatly 
strengthening the case on its commercial side, will no doubt make it more embarrassing 
to resist the main line being carried through Kerman, the military. arguments, it 
they are to be accepted, are conclusive in favour of maiutaining opposition to that 
alignment; but we consider that, if pressed, the Goverument of India need not 
very strongly oppose the linking up of Kerman by a branch with the main line, 
Mr; Johns's reconnaissince also affects unfavourably the ease for the compromisy 
alignment vit Furg and Ramishk to Chahbar recommended in the Committee's second 
report. 

WOTho question of aligomeaty thorefore, prastially evolves itzalt) ito «. oonflet 
between the commercial considerations which demuid thet the main lite should go 
vit Kerman, and the military considerations which demand an aligument. vit Yerd 
and Bunder Abbas, We feel that large questions of military policy are scarcely 
within the seope of this Committee, but we eannot, take the responsibility of recon 
nending that commercial considerations should be allowed to outweigh militar 
roquirementsasstated by the responsibleauthorities. We would wish to add that, while 
the position as explained in the memorandum—namely, that only sufficient. troops 
would probably be available for operations against, i: Russian advance in Persia 
from the sea—strengthens the case for Bunder Abbas from the point of view of 

ian defence, it carries with it the corollary that naval co-operation in hostilities 
will be of vital importance ‘The Committee observe that the Admiralty have stated 
their inability to guarantee the provision of ships for operations in the Persian Gulf 
in the event of war, ‘They consider that the question of what assistance could be given 
by the Admiralty in the provision of excort thr tiunsports, We, for which the snore 
nodern type of ship would hardly be required, should be taken up with them in relation 
10 the possibility of combined naval and militury operations being necessary, iu the ease 
of war with Russia, along the Mekran littoral, 

Indian interests are not_so much coucerned in the aligoment of the railway 
beyond Yerd, but the Committee would take this opportunity of pointing out the 
advisability, on commercial grounds, of carrying the main line through Ispahan, ox, 
if this is impossible, of linkin thut ‘place with the main line by the shortest possible 
branch. With these preliminary remarks the four subjects under reference are now 
dealt with seriatim, 


Ar. Webb's Memorandum on the most suitable Port, 


tt may be remarked at the outset that Mr, Webb is a well-known exponent of the 
merits of the direot route through Kerman, and his views as to the shorteomings of 
Bander Abbas cannot be regarded as free froma suspicion of bias, 

He describes Bunder Abbas as an open roadstead offering no natural advantages 
and providing no facilities for the creation of an efficient harbour, He points out the 


difficulties that obtain as regards lightering and the luck of a sufficient supply of fresh 


Water in its vicinity. For these reasons, Mr. Webb urges the entire abandonment 
of Bunder Ablas so far as the Trans-Persian Railway is concerned, and suggests 
[1629] D 
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either Chahbar Bay or Pasni as a more suitable spot at which the railuay should strike 
1e const line, 
ne ce ate anable to agree with Mr. Webb in his whosesale condemnation of Bunder 
Abbas. Its defects as a port, which we fully recognised when recommending. the 
Kurrachee-Bunder Abbas alignment to, the Government of India, are common in a 
water or less degre to all the ports on the, south-eastern Persian leer Tt one 
Gutstanding merit, which Mr, Webb has falled to appreciate, and whieh gives 
fulyintage over all the other ports mentioned by him, s that its roadstead, which affords 
anchorage to a large number of vessels, is safer in all weathers than any other port on 
this shallow and expésed coast, and is also more subject to the controlling power. of 
‘our lect. Moreover, it is not impossible that events in Persia and the Persian 
Gulf may make it necessary for us to strengthen our hold on the Gulf, by the 
ocoupation of a naval base therein, and if such were the case a. position in the vicinity of 
Bunder Abbas would probably be selected ; the Admiralty would, no doubt, be consulted 
on this point. 
Th this connestion, we would call attention to.a note from Mr. Johns, dated the 
Ist August, which is printed among the enclosures to this report, Tn u recent visit to 
Chahbar, Gwettar, Gwadur, and Pasni on board the cable-ship ‘Patrick Stewart, 
Major Hopkins and Mr. Varvill found that the lightering of heavy cargo in the monsoon 
would be impossible at any of these four ports, and generally that the degree of shelter 
afforded was unsatisfactory. It is clear from this that during the monsoon Bunder Abbas 
has considerable advantages over the other ports. At other seasons of the year it can 
hardly be said that: any port on this littoral ean claim a pre-eminence over the others on 
the score of its intrinsic merits sufficient to affect the question of alignment in any large 
degree, : 
enTE the route vid Bunder Abbas is not adopted, and the railway follows an align- 
ent vit Kerman similar to that suggested by the Secretary of State in his despatch 
Of the 18th August, 1911, we consider, so far as our Knowledge goes at present, 
that the choice lies between Chahbar Bay and the mouth of the Dasht River, 
Gwottar Bay. Of these two places the Dasht River mouth appears on the whole 
to bw the better, ‘The water aupply at, Chabbar is. scanty, and the surrounding 
country produces little or nothing, ‘The Dasht River site, on the other hond, 
possesses n, good water supply, and it has the advantage of a large tract of culturable 
find in its immediate vicinity, | We understand that an irrigation project for bringing 
water to this area is under consideration, and, 4 out, would give this place far 
greater advantage in the matter of supplies, &e., than any of the other places mentioned 
fy Mr Webb, It also hus the advantage of Tying in British territory, to which we 
abtach great importance, 7 
Tn arriving ut this decision, we have been guided to a great extent by the observa- 
tions of Mr, W. A, Johns, who in the cold wenther undertook « careful examination of 
the Persian ad Mekran coasts, He informs us that a rough survey of the mouth of the 
Dasht. River has been attended with satisfactory results. It has been ascertained 
that there is adepth of 7 feet of water on the bor at the mouth of the river, with 
from 12 to 8 feet of water inside at low-water spring-tides. The channel appears 
easy: and atraight, and the deep water extends up to the Hanks of the rien, thus 
rendering the construction of jetties both easy and inexpensive, The conditions for 
lightering are, therefore, favourable in ordinary weather, but, unless and until a ship- 
chinnel is dredged through the car and up the river, it will be necessary for ships 
the bay. In the monsoon, as we have recorded above, the harbour 
appears. to impracticable, but Chahbar is very nearly, if not quite, as 
tad, ‘The whole question, however, requires further investigation, which is being 
undertaken, 


I-—Location of Break of Gauge. 


In the first report submitted on the 8th February, 1911, by this Committee, we 
expressed the opinion that, from the point of vew of the sesurty of India, the gauge 
of the line passing through British territory and the British zone in Persia should 
be different from that of the line passing though the Russian zone, and recommended 
Bunder Abbas as the most suitable place at which this break of gauge should take 
place. 

Pistithe Government of India have since reeeived a letter from the Kurrachee Chamber 
of Commeres in which they protest against this proposal, and urge, on commercial 


grounds, that: the break of gauge should not be allowed to occur at any point south of 


the Russian sphere of influence. 


1 


The views of the Committes have been invited on this letter as also on the 
question of the gauge to be adopted on the southern section of the line from the point 
where the break of gauge occurs. 

In reviewing the reasons which led to our former recommendation, we haye come 
to the conclusion that the military importance of having the break of gauge on or 
near the coast line is not so great as we were at first led to believe; neither do we 
feel sanguine that it would be possible to insist, as one of the conditions of the 
building of the through Persian Railway, that the break of gauge station should be 
in a locality which could be seized and fortified by our troops, though this, if possible, 
would be desirable, This being 0, we are of opinion that the site of the break of 
gauge should be situated as far from India as possible, Our reason for advancing this 
view is that it will add as great a mileage as is possible to the length of line of which 
the enemy must convert the gauge to his own, and on which he must provide an 
adequate aupply of rlling-staek’ before he ean male full uso of, 

This reason assumes thit, to prevent a sudden seizure by the enemy of a large 
amount of rolling-stock, it should be clearly stipulated that the line should be so worked 
that only such stock us was required for daily use would be retained at the break of 
gauge station at any time, 

We consider, therefore, that the site for the break of gauge should be situated 


a8 fac possible inside Persia, i.c., not nearer than in the middle of the neutral 
sphere. 


TIL—The Gauge of the Southern Section. 
. We will now consider the question as to what is the most suitable gauge for the 
southern section of the line. 

Jn the Set pace, we may, perhaps, assume that, Rusia will prose for the adoption 
of her 5-feet gauge throughout the whole rotite from Baku to Kurrachee, as this would 
be of great commersial and strategic advantage to her both in the peacefll introduction 
of her products and by enabling the rolliug-stock and plant of all existing railways of 
Russin to be used on this line, 

It is clear, therefore, that, from a British military point of view, a break of gauy 
is essentially necessary, and, to render the conversion of the line as difficult na possible 
for an enemy in the event of war, it is important that our gauge should bo the 
narrowest petmissible 

_ Turning now to the financial aspect of the question, we find that the constiue- 
tion of the bron guage Tino-could not be justied on any etinate of he probable 
traffic offering, and there is every reason for urging that the cost should be kopt as 
lowas.poaible provided the Tine is capable of earrying tho trac that itll have to 
deal with, 

Military and financial reasons, therefore, unite in pointing to the southern section 
of the Tine being constructed for ax long a length as possible on w narrow gauge. 

The gauge that we consider the most suitable on all grounds is the metro, 
8.38 in, gauge, ‘The adoption of this guuge, of which several thousand miles have 
already been constructed in India, and which has becn cartied to within 100 miles of 
Kurrachee, has an undoubted advantage from a military point of view. Ih’the event 
of hostilities, we should be able to cali on all the Indian metre gauge lines if it were 
found that the existing stock on the Persian Railway was insufficient, 


IV.—aAgeney for the Construction of the Southern Section, 

Tt now remains to consider the question of the agency by which the sou 
section of the railway is to be constructad, Sea ae 

While fully alive to the economic and other advantages of the course laid down 
as condition If in Lord Morley’s lotter, dated the 6th April, 1911, to His Majesty's 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs (under which, while-ndmitting foreign capital to 
the extent of placing abroad a certain proportion of contracts for materials and rolling 
stock, the actual construction and working of the section in the British sphere is to be 
entirely in British hands), and while we strongly recommend this course in the case of 
all branches within our sphere, we venture to submit what appear to ts cogent reasons 
for making an exception in the ease of the through route, 

To advocate the division of the main line (for purposes of construction and 
yrorking) into national sections is, we consider, open to the very aetious objection that 
it would tend toward the partition of Persia, an sh ye uadeegiand His 
Majesty's Government and the Government of India are anxious to avoid, Inter- 
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nationalisation of the line of rallvay, throughout, Persia though uot necessari 
feouring the integrity of Persia, would, through its solidifying influence, exercise & 
Gotorrent effect on its disintegration, North of Persia, Russia will presumably make 
ced maintain the line to Astara, and it should be clearly understood and laid down 
that the construction and working of the section from Kurrachee up. to the Persian 
border must be entirely in British hands, as well as all branches within our sphere of 
influence, 
V.—Conelusions. 


1, So far as we can judge from the information before us, Bunder Abbas is the 
only port on the littoral which affords sitisfuctory shelter during the monsoon months, 
but at other seasons of the ‘we doubt whether the intrinsic merits of any port on 
the Persian coast aro sufficiently pre-eminent to affect the question of alignment in any 
Tange degree. Bunder Abbas, however, besides being the best sheltered from the 
incusoon is the most extensive and most easily dominated by our fleet, but if the 
Bander Abbis route is not adopted, then the mouth of the Dasht River in Gwettar 
Bay. will, it is believed, be found’ more suitable than any other port—such as 
Gidhbar-on the southern littoral, A special: advantage of the Dasht River site 
would be that it is in British territory, a consideration to which we attach great 
importance, Further investigations are being made into the rival merits of the 
ditlorent ports, 

ihe recent railway reconnaissance seems to show the feasibility at a reasonable 
cost of the Bampur-Kerman route, and the Kurrachee Chambei’s letter indicates that 
it ip likely to bo strongly pressed for on commercial grounds We think, however, 
that the inilitary considerations set forth in the General Staff's Memorandum attached 
to this report preclude our recommending that the main Tine should be carried through 
Kerman; but-we do not consider that the Government of India need, if pressed, very 
strongly oppose proposals, if such are. put forward, for linking up Kerman by a branch 
with, the mnain alignment, On the general question of aligninent, we consider that 
the issue is now practically narrowed down to « conflict between commercial con- 
siderations which demand the alignment vid Kerman, and military considerations 
‘which demand the alignment vit Bunder Abbas. We feel that questions of large 
uy polioy seareely fall within our scope, but go far as this committeo is concerned, 
we cannot take the responsibility, of reco ng that commercial considerations 
should be allowed to outweigh military requirements as laid down by the responsible 
authorities. 

3. As regards the northern portion of the railway, we recommend that the Govern- 
ment of India should press for an alignment through Ispaban, or the connection of that 
place with the main line by the shortest feasible branch line. 

‘4, We consider that the site of the break of gauge should be situated ax fur from 
India ‘as possible, and that it should be located not nearer than in the middle of the 
neutral is 

5, We are in favour of the metre, 8 ft. 3 in., gauge for the southern section of 
the railway as being the most suitable on military and financial grounds. 

G We consider that the main line throughout Persia should be international, 
and.that the.construction and working of the section from Kurrachee up to the Persian 
porter, as well as all branch lines that may be constructed in the British zone, should 
be in British hands, 

Lastly, we would express our thanks to Field-Marshal Lord Nicholson for kindly 
attending our meeting and for giving us the benefit of his valuable advice, We 
tindetstand that, though not entirely endorsing the views expressed in the General 
Staff memorandum, he concurs in our conclusions. Similarly, we are greatly indebted 
to Mx, W. A. Johns for his attendance and for the invaluable information whieh he was 
able to put before us from his personal knowledge of the country. 

W. H. CLARK. 

*P. LAKE, Lieutenant-General. 
T. R. WYNNE. 

‘A, H. MoMAHON. 


October 9, 1912. 


1 fully concur in the report on the assumption that, as stated in the Foreign Office letter. of 
May 15, 191), to the, War Offce, “it will be impossible to resist indefinitely the construction of» 
Meat: Porsian Railway.” In the opinion of the Indian military authorities, the construction of any through 
salva, whatavr he alguien rlested, mart materially an ‘rejadicially affect the military position of 


Enclosure $ in No. 9, 


Note on the Harbours on the Mekran Coast to Chahbar, and on the Harbotir 
at Bunder Abbas. 


THIS note is based on observations made during a trip on the “ Patrick Stewart” 
to Bushire and back, on discussions with the thipe ofleers, who all kuow the conat 
intimately, on subsequent observations made from a British India ship between Chahbar 
and Kurrashee, and on inspection of the coast. during my cold weather tour. Most of 
the information was gained during my tour on the ‘ Patrick Stewart,” for the Direotor, 
Tndo-Persian Telegraphs, very kindly placed the ship at my disposal, and I was able to 
cruise round the bays either in it or one of the ship's boats, and take soundings close in 
shore, where the large scale charts are rather sketchy. 

__ With a single exception, Gwottar Bay, which will be dealt with Inst of all, 1 
visited each of the harbours mentioned in the note, and inspected. the shore from both 
the sea and land sides, My object. was principally to determine the best site for 
Tightering and landing nilivay stores in largo quantities from tramp atenners ringing 
whole cargoes of permanent way, girders, &c, ; incidentally, however, the question of 
the most suitable site for the future commercial port, where the import and export 
traffic of the ‘Trans-Persian Railway will be dealt with, naturally suggested itself, My. 
observations being taken in the cold weather are far from exhaustive ; nothing short of 
practical experience of lightering cargo from steamers into large barges during a 
‘monsoon will tell us all we want to know ; but Iwas fortunate in seeing most of the 


aston heeanah “shimal,” and so could form a fair idea of their shortoomings 


beyond 
‘ports is 


ea, al generally thee 
i 


days, but it sometis rseven, Twas in Chahbar during « slight shi 
days, bu nC i shim 
in Pisni and Ormara later on when it had gathered Hosea edit ata kon 
‘eo side” for the launch we were able to go ashore, but, although the “ Patrick 
Stewart,” with » draught of about 12 foc, was able to take up a far Detter anclomye 
than a large ship could have dong, it would have been impossible to deal with heavy 
cargo even where we were at anchor. At Ormara, that day, a British India steamer 
that tind some passengers to land, and had from its greater draught to anchor halfa mile 
outside us, had great difficulty, and lost hours in getting a dhow alongside, Shimnls 
are fairly frequent in the spring months of the yea, : 

Bad weather from the sonth and east during the cold weather is of rare 


g with the harbours seriatim, the principal ones on the Mekran litt 
Gariaea, Khur, Kalmat, Pasni, Gmctueratine and Gwettar and Gate” 
eae ni may be dismissed with the remark that, owing to silting up of the 
foreshore and the lagoon on, which iti situate, the portis practically moribund. What 
is left trade has shifted to Damb, higher up the lagoon, Apart from the 
increasing difficulties of the bar, its situation within 60 m'les of Kurrachee prohibits its 
ever rising ayain into importance. Tt is nob required as «railway construction base, 
though we might take an occasional boat load of cemont and stores there, 3 
[1629] E 
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Ormara, like Sommiani, in Las Bela territory, consists of a narrow strip of sand, 
terminating ‘in a huge hammer-headed promontory 10 mules long, running at right 
angles to the spit on which the town is situate. It is this right-angled promontory 
that. gives sheltor to the foreshore at the town, Fishing craft are hauled up or 
anchored on both sides of the spit, but the depth of water and shelter are greater on 
the east side, where the town is, than in the west bay. Ormara has a population of 
8,000 inhabitants, and an immenco fishing industry, jefly canoes, being 
employed. Tho trad is principally in the hands of Khoj the eho artes of export 
being sharks’ fins, sale fish, and fish bladders for isinglass. In spite, however, of the 
great length of the promontory, the water is so shoal that the anchorage for large 
ships is exposed both to the monsoon swell and the shimal, A large steamer could not 
get within 4 miles of the shore, Moreover, the beach opposite Ormara is ver 
Shelving, and, therefore, unsuited for pile jetties for landing railway stores; for such 
juttios, for rapid working, must project into 6 feet of water at low-water of spring- 
tides, end ebviounly tho ore they projec fm the ehore the greater their exposure to 
Savage fin the ioiooom aval Tyree iufoned Phat fishing can be done bere 
uring he monsoon, and that spring-tides ebbed 180 yar. Circumstances 
probubly render iv imperative for us to make Ormara a large base for railway material, 

‘our purpose a much more steeply-shelving bit of coast, some 5 miles north of 
will probably. prove the most suitable for jetties, in apite of its being wore 
exposed Yo the momomn ewell, Very likely it will bo necessary Co pall up aud lay 
down our jetties before and after the monsoon. 

Khor Kalmat is a huge lagoon, with a great depth of water, running into the 
const plain and ending in mangrove swamps, But its entrance is narrow, and blocked 
by a bad bar reaching right across it, and leaving only a narrow and difficult channel 
between itself and the shore, vide skotch.° 

Fishing dhows from Kathiawar and elsewhere ary said to use the lagoon ocea- 
sionally for the purposes of trade and fish-drying on the shore, ‘The anchorage to 
seaward is quite unprotected, the channel into the lagoon is impracticable for steamers, 
80 the harbour, though well sheltered, is useless for railway construction purposes, and, 
in viow of its situation, does not appear to have a future. 

Pasni, in the Khan of Kalat’s territory, lies in a half-moon bay facing east, 

‘he foreshore obt ndierent amount of shelter from the promontory of Ras 

go ship 


to pull them 
awater-supply of Pasni is suid to be good 
Ormmara, At both places it comes frvm wells sunk in the sand dunes. Butat Pasnisthere 
‘nw lange pools of water in the Shadi Kaur, some 3 miles to the north, ‘The trade 
{and population of Pasui are both rising rapidly ; its customs receipts are now about half 
those of Gwadur and are, I believe, levied on a 8 per cent, ad calorem basis against the 
5 por cent. basis of Gwadur, Tmake no claim to accuracy, but as far as T could gather 
uustoms and oth ues of the three prineipal ports, Ormara, Pasni, and Gwadur, 
were, respectivel 2,000, and 45,000 rupees annually, Ormara being on a 
10 por cent, basi ‘ough fir from an ideal site for a harbour, is capable of 
improvement by edging and a breakwater; but a large outlay of the kind 
vyould only be justifiable if the Truns-Persian Railway were to debouch on the Mekran 
littoral thore—Which hardly seems possible—or, perhaps, if a 2-f G-in. feeder line were 
constructed from Pasni through Kech and the fertile plains of Mand and Pesbin, and 
thenee to the Serbaz valley, by no means a difficult undertaking, 
Ghoadur, « possession of the Sultan of Muscat, is still, though threatened by the 
f' Pasni, the most important port on the coast. It has a population of 8,000 
inhabitants and a considerable trade with the interior in ghi, woo!, and dates (when 
prices are favourable), Tts principal industry, dried fish, is greater than that of Ormara 
and Pasni, Its traders are Khojas and Sindhi banins, and they earry on their business 
i either through ies in the Qusrqand and Serbaz valleys or by 
‘at shearing time and during the date season when they make 
‘heir purchases and bring their caravans to the coast. 
‘As port its physical features are procisely similar to those of Ormara aud what 


+ Not reproduced 
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ee * 
ships 
Chahbai 


gn, when T bad to spend a. day or fo thorw waiting for to British 
iously enough my attention was at first more partioularly direo 
to the portion just north of ie Point which 1 ace mentioned be Me Wolo ted 
hoped to find 9 good site for lighter work under the shelter of the Point on ite noricrn 
side, but soundings showed the correctness of the large scale chart there, and’ the 
great length it would be necessary to build our jetties to rench a 6 foot’ depth at 
low-water spring-tides. But I found a short streteh of beach just north of thy town 
Jybers the shore slopes fairly steeply 5 in fact, a slightly better site for short jetties 
{han T found at any other place, except at a spot previously mentioned 6 miles north 
Broadly speaking, Chahbur possesses one great advantage over all the 
Y i the oth 
ualer not, in tho weakness of the monsoon there, Unlike the: ports to the. a 
tro, carried on in eountry boats, is not at a standstill during the monsoon, month, 
Tc ns on the other hand, a disadvantage in being. specially exposed to tho foreo of tho 
AAs will bo seen from the chart, steamers can anchor muck 
: “ hart, steame wearer the sh 
a Gvadur, Psu, and Oman, but it algo will appar that tho anchorage eal i no 
a whit more sheltered. In dealing with lange eargoos of railway material, the distance 
of the ship from the shore is of very minor Sinportance as compared with tho amount 
of shelter that the anchorage affords to the lighter when alongside the ship. Like 
the ‘other ports mentioned, Chahbar is susceptible of improvement, but T would be 
slow to. atm that the outlyy in making « port there would be less than at Gwadur 
“ ‘The present water supply is of good quality, if i 
vs is of good! quality, but not plentiful. It consists of 
wells sunk on tho sandy. bal of a atten. thet ay past the towns that i would 
id men which the railway would 


stand the strain of an additional couple of th nt 
collect at the baso seems open to douse 


Bundor Abbas is little, if at all, worse as a harbour than the other bays dealt 


with, Tt is true that ships must anchor a long way-—-4 or 5 
On the other hand the bay is fhinly well sheltoe trou all the prov Seen Are 
apie beat 8 very shelving, and so jetties of considerable, length vould be 
ized—perhaps, 250 yards—to permit of barges coming alongside at all states of 
the tide. “On the other hand, the bay is so sheltered thet these jeties woul! not 
be liable to destruction by wave action during gales. ‘There is no moitsoon. thoes, 
From the foregoing it is quite clear that nothing resembling a good natural 
hour can be said to exist on the Mekran coast. With an adajunte expenditure 
Ri mmovey there is more than one place where a good working port could be built 
ut without. continuous observations at all. seasons of the year, and considerable 
professional knowledge of breakwaters and harbour works, it would be rash for any ov, 
to state that one site stands out at all pre-eminently beyond the others, bee 
the htt sight Chahbar seems to have sone slight advaatage, but after studying 
rhebitt and eenenbering the importance of helt from the shimal, Tam by ne 
tmeans certain that Pasni, and posibly. Gwadur, might not prove on enquiry oul 
suited as a harbour, i, at a similar outlay on breakwater and dredging it each 
no large seale chart, of Pasni, but a reference to the large seale chart 
I show how fine an area of still water a breakwater a mile long in « 
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north-east direction would enclose, A similar length of breakwater at Chahbar would 
tuclose a smaller urea, there would be lees dredging todo, however, but on the other 
fand’ the bottom seems, to be rocky and less suited for dredging. “Apert, from such 
Cainplcations aa sovereign rights over the land, fortifications, garrisons, and so on, the 
{iuestion ean only be settled by prolonged observations, borings, and experts. 

how beg to refer to the. site which the unsatisfactory character of all the 
existing hurbours on the Mekran littoral led me to examine : 3 

ey ite fora large railway. base on the eoast where cargoes of railway material 
are te bb dealt with rapidly and economically by means of lighters should, it possible, 
possess four natural advantages -— 


(1) ‘Tho roadstead where the ocean steamers will anchor should be sheltered, s9 

thar there will be no risk of barges foundering or getting damaged azainst the ship's 
sides, ; 
(e.) Mhe forvshore should be steep, wo that jetties for dealing with the cargo in 
tho bargen will be short, inexpensive, and convenient, Tt should also be sheltered, so 
that work could be carried on in all’ weather, and the jetties be safe from damage by 
save action during wales. 

(g.) (hore should be ample stacking ground for material 

U4) There should be  well-sheltered anchorage for barges close to the jetties 
to that thore would be no risk of their foundering at their moorings. 


Having had charge of all the steamer-unloading work on the Uganda Railway | 
have some practical knowledge of what one wants. 


(6,) In addition to these natural advantages, having in view the fact that such 
railwiey base will, near the debouchment of the line from the Persian hinterland, 
ery Iikely crystallize into an important city and naval base, the site should preferably 
be in British than in Persian or Muskat territory. 


Condition (1), « lanid-locked roadstead is unobtainable anywhere along the coast 
Detwoon Kurrachce and Chahbar, But at a spot 7 miles up the Dasht River, which 
Hincharges its, waters in Gwettar Bay, we have, I believe. discovered place wl 
complies with all the other conditior 

rhe idea of using the Dasht River and Gwettar Bay occurred too late for me to 
bo able to vist the pluce during the past season, but have had rough surveys. of 
the river made and soundings taken with highly satisfactory results ‘The surveying. 
fficer a reliable English subordinate, found 7 feet of water at the bar at low-watey of 
Gpringetides on the Ist Muy, ‘The channel js easy and straight, and the tide not 
wry rapid, Inside tho bar we get 12 fost of water, gradually diminishing to 8 feet at 
tieapot where the banks first get above high fond level of the river, in flood. | Here 
it is proposed to land our railvay material, Deop water extends right up to, the 
Hanke, se jetties vill be inexpensive and easily built. The width of the river, speaking: 
fram mombry ie about a quarter of a mile, Anywhere within the bar there is good 
anchorage for barges. Kor temporary purposes a. yood water supply can be obtained 
from the river, a few miles higher up above the reach of tides, somewhere near the 
village of Kutnti, Both banks of the river are Kalat, ie, neither Persian nor Muscat 
Lorritory, LLiniles, viz, 7 in the river—that may be reducible to 3 or 4 by 
coming nearer the sea—and 4 from the bar to the ship, is long distance for 
towing lighters. ‘Time, hovever, is uot lost in towing, but alongside the ship aad 
the wrkart: wo will require two launches instead of one, that is all. Experience, will 
Show whether work can be earried on during the monsoon, | Probably not}, either 
there or anywhere else on the coast, except in small quantities. During shimals I 
Leliove there will be sufficient protection for work to go on, as ships will anchor a 
Tug way up the bay. In the coming cold weather it is my intention to have a 
thorougl gation made of the possibilities of the place as well as of the other 
Tacbouts on the coast, From a railway construction point. of view the river site has 
this great advantage that by enabling us to land stores on the west bank of the Dasht 
River as well as on theeast, we have not to depend for supplies on a temporary bridge 
Qvera big river like the Dasht, which would be a very” weak Tink in our chain of 
‘eommuntcation. 

TRather a crucial point is, in the event of there being no flood in the river during 


+ T understand thet there are generally good rains in the catchment ares of this river daring the 
“A. Hl. MoM. ys * 


7 
the monsoon months to keep the channel clear, will the entrai 
al dhe Bret of the oold waather foods comes down to open it out oan eare gaa 


W. A. JOHNS. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 9. 
Memorandum of Results of past Season's Work with Conclusions therefrom 


‘A LINE was surveyed along the coast plain from Kurrachee to the Persian 


frontier at Gabd, 418 miles long, following the const except for a ghat section behind Ras 

Malan—from the Hingol to the vicmity. of Ormara, about 70 milee--where it ane 

‘behind the coast range along a lateral valley. 
‘The vulnerable points* are— 


eee Gesell Fret toe be Sefuthom line is 

(2.) Some 20 miles of cliffs just east of Pasni; unfortunately the defi ine 
at the latter place is some distance away, vide chart, Temore? thovat te 
close to the coast in places, it, would be open to an enemy to lay in diversions keoping, 
to the foot hills, though such diversions would take time to construct, ‘The plain 
averuges 10 miles in wth, bat is in places much wider, and the cout is usslly 


(3,) In addition to the above surveys to the Persi i i 
5 vy ersian frontier, v 
ones ys , Feconnaissances were 


(c.) By three valleys, Serbaz, Kasrkand, and Geh, fron} the coast plain beyond th 
frontier (o Bampur, and thence vid the Koh-i- to Saatnerairata 
Sart pee the Koh-i-Bazaman to Regan, where the cultivated 

(i) From the Koh-icBazman a branch was reoonnoit i 
SCENE nti GR Ramee laeReMnE ake 

(c.) Another branch was reconnoitred from Regan north-eastwards, and feasible 
route discovered more or less in the vicinity of the telegraph line to Seistan, From 
Regan to Kerman we have sections anid reports of Captain Hopkins, a railwa 
ofiee, and Mr King Wood, Director, Indo-Persian ‘Tslographs, sowing. an easy 
alignment, The only route between our frontier and Kerman, onthe Bampur-Baw- 
Kerman-Yeua aligament, that we have not explored is the direct connection ross the 
Lut from Kerman to Seistan, This was obviously so dificult—if feasible at all—that 
it was thought that au enemy would preferably chow the Regan-Nasratabad-Sipi 
ToulA mentioned above, which ag explored with te cleat of seing hathar (tat 
foasiblo or not. By the time that was finished the souson was too far advanced for 
the direct crossing of the Lnt between Kerman and Seistan to. be undertaken, 
Guides refused to conduct the party as the hot wind had begun, and travel become 
impossible from sandstorms and want of water, But there is little room for doubt that, 
with the existence of the comparatively easy route from Bam or Regan—aloug the old 
caravan road—to Nasratabad-Sipi and Seistan, an enemy would not attempt to make a 


railway over the lofty rango eu of Kerman, and thence aro the lowing, wate. 


2, OF the three routes recounoitred from the. coast the Gh route proved very much 


the easiest and cheapest, Tt_also possesses what appears 
s to me to 
really vulnerable pon. botween Chabbar, at any rate, aut Biraehibe, He tthe kha 
uh for the Pas lif can bw circumvented by following a parallel valley to tho 
orth aud the Gadaui position i ten elowe to Kurrache to be of much uso in heaking 
3. The following table of approxi 


ee ite mileages is, therefore, compiled by the Geh 


tA three-months! job 
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Mile, 
Krahnsto th Dash River st Gab or Reems 
ty Damp vi Ge See wie a eee 
i Hig Claktar and touching’ the coast below ‘Korol where. the 
Daakt ver is taal wits 8 fect water at low-water of springties 
fi feta Ba. 
NDI tho railway taken to Chaar add 10 miles, 


(c.) Bampur-Bam vis east flank of Koh-i-Bszman. 
(di) BanneKerman ® 
(eo) Kermam-Yead 1 o 


Total s+ me 


races to Kerman 1,00 ile oughly, Tis 1,000 miles pat us 
Kor tie hou the exntey, while vid Bandar 900 alles ony” ring 
te bothe age. 


Yoru : 
Frontior-Eaku 


Youl-Baku s,s St, OP sks ep 

Vik Hunder Abbas or Furg the additional mileage to Yea would be 
‘about 150 tnlles, but Teannot say if = possible route will be f 
from the coast northwards. I could not undertake the recoonals 
snc last yeu 


P) Legh of propowel branch to Seiten from Kol-i-Bazman near Abi 
Ped Pd Rr er eye eng 
(q) Wenn of branch Regan Wrder of Siti Sela River ean) 
{ins nan vo "Sahs 8 9) andi ey ho minimum 

ivadiog sy would have w bul 
(i Distance om Dasht iver via Ke), Rola, at Jel 
{G3 Distanen Soshed to Suabki wi Seta oud Mei 


N.B—OF this 100 miles could be built beforehand being within the 
Russian aphero of influence, 


‘Therefore 590 or 600 miles v. 660 miles is relative length of new line an invader 
must construct according to route followed, i.0. (ht) or (j). 
N.B.—Vit Kushk and Herat to Nushki the distance is also about 660 miles, i 
through Afghanistan along Helmand.t Se ceees 
iret Lut is quite as long as from Meshed, anc 
100 Ea eer eS mueiace in do of wa than thatacerding €9 note wader 
head (j). 


4, The above ning the replts of oursurvoys and reconnasances with the principal 
ileages, the following conclusions suggest themselves : 
at fe objections 0 any other route than that through Bampur and Kerman appear 
to be— 


(1.) Bampuris in itself « strong strategic and important political position with 
some prospect of development, tee 3 
vm) A important Thiee like Kerman with 75,000 inhabitants cannot be ignored 
o ‘ally. "To do so would be to court what we wish to avoid. For inevitably, 
sooner or later, the Russians would press for reece cation Herre it 
t 1 commercial grounds, fostering petitions from the inhabitants, ¥ 
aa eth sane struc of Seaton. We cannot afford to igi; he temptation for 
Ruasin to step in would be too great, and we ought not to afford a loophole to assist 
their entry. With a branch from the Koh-i-Bazman we forestall any arguments about 
‘commercial development. Moreover, a branch of the kind seems to have some military 
tages. s 
Ste the table of mileages above it seems that Russia has a much easier and 
detter-watered line for railway construction from Meshed, vid the Helmand, to Nusbki 
than vid Regan and Nasratabad-Sipi, and that the Kerman alignment is therefore free 
from danger to ourselves except in a remote degree. 


+ rhe actual foal ie a the pln few: miles beyont the Dasht Rive, but the latter was considered 
goad pont for the conmoncenentit our series of recmnnaisnces. : 

ol acd 1 cannot seo wat to prevent Resi in tio peace Dulding a railway from Mesbed to the 
senty of Bijan : 
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‘The objections to the Bunder Abbas route are® 


(2.) That it is hopeless commercially for 990 miles to Budar Abbas, and not much 
use beyond, except for a connection with Shiraz, which is quite an independent 
undertaki 

(2) That for 900 miles it gives us tio. politcal or strategie control of the 
hinterland, 

(B.) That for the above reason it is insecure, 

(4,) That by avoiding the important centres within our sphere of influence, Kerman, 
Bam, Seistan, £c., it offers a strong inducement for others to step in and take advantage 
of our inaction, vide (2) and (3) supra, 


Gauge.—Holding these views as to route, Tam in favour both for trade, political, 

military reasons, of having the break of gauge as far north as possible and of 
building the line by the Indian standard gauge. Should, however, for military and 
economic reasons, the metre gauge be insisted on, then it seems, for reasons connected 
with the difficulty of gauge conversion, that there can no longer bo any military 
objections to the direct commercial route, 

Opinions differ as to the amount of through passenger trafic that will take the 
Trans-Persian Railway between England and the East, but believing, as I do, that it wil 
in time become very lange (if given quick transit) then if'we are to saddlo the through 
route by an additional 150 miles vid Bunder Abbas,t for reasons of speed we should 
adopt the broad gau, 


Responsibility for Expenditure, 


One can safely assume that not a mile of railway will be constructed by an; 
international company without a guarantee from the controlling powers wt each eid It 
would seem wise, therefore, for the Government of India (whatever bo the agenoy for 
raising the capital) to insist on the condition that it should construct such portion of the 
scheme which it, or England, will be called upon to guarantee, ‘That there must be 
some guarantee is obvious to anyono with the slightest. knowledge of the country and 
railway eoonomies. Whether it will more suitably take the form of — 


(1) guaruates of half the stimated costo the Persian seston, under whieh India 
would build ‘the line to a point midway in estimated outlay between the Russian and 
Indian frontiers; or 

(2.) An arraigement under which Tndia would construct the line up to the linite 
of ite sphere of influence, ta question that would seem to depend very laegely on ti 
route finally adopted, It would be clearly contrary to our interests under the latter 
alternative to terminate our lability at Bunder Abbas, 


We might, however, limit our guaranteo to the Mekran Coast-Kerman. portion 
under (2); while, under the system of equal shares of estimated cost, the point of 
junetion would probably be ear Yezd, or just beyond it on the direct route, or 
Somewhere about Niriz.on the Bunder Abbas route, 


W. A. JOHNS. 
Simla, June 8, 1912. 


ielosure 5 in No. 9, 
Engincer-in-chief, Kurrachee Extension Railway, to Government of India. 


(Confidential) Kurrachee, Auguat 1, 1912. 
AAT a rosent meeting of the Trans-Persian Railway Committes it was agreed that 
vestigation should be made of the conditions prevailing at the Mckran const 
Ports during the monsoon, and of the suitability of Gwettar Bay in particular, or of any. 
other of the ports, for lightering cargo during that season, 


¢. From Kermas light branch lines would tako off to Hunder Abbas, Shira, and Mobammora 
1 4, it Bunder Abas the question of gauge conversion by an enemy in time of war door ot ara, 
2 Prrvivad that inno case woald ebuild tora pot shor of our limi of iafuance 
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2, As Gwettar Bay is not a port of call for coasting steamers, the only means of 
etting there was in the cable-s ship, and a timely breakdown of the cable between 
Gieltar and Chahbat while T was in Simla afforded the opportunity for Major Hopkins 
and Mr, Varvill to visit all the ports between Chahbar and Pasni, and furnish the 
information promised. 5 

8, The following is a summary of their experiences and conclusions : — 


Weather, ordinary Monsoon. 


Chatibar, The steamship “ Patrick Stewart,” drawing 14 feet, anchored a little 
moro than 0 mile from the shore in some shelter from the Point, Considerable swell 
even there, and ship rolled a good deal, Anchorage for a large ship still more exposed. 
Landing made on the beach without difficulty ; surf not serious 

Swell less than at Gwadur or Pasni, but lightering of heavy cargo from large 
steamships not possible, All country boats hauled up in the bay during the monsoon. 

Gisdtar.--Considerable swell running straight into the bay, and the sea breaking 

G fathoms. Commander steamship Patrick Stewart” thought it unsafe to enter, 
in view of the breaking sea and a récent accident to His Majesty's ship “ Proserpine,” 
which stuci.an uncharted rock. the mouth of the Ba 

Lightering of heavy cargo from large steamships during monsoon quite i 

Eire Avchored atea 2 hileg from thal ahare well in oho of te hea 
Considerable swell, Deeper anchorage still more exposed. 
Bilucted a landing, but surf considerable, and boat nearly swamped. 
‘0 from large steamships not possible: MnS00D. 

Pasni. vs from shore in 19 fect of water ut high tide, and then 

moved 1 mile further off. Swell very heavy; a country boat, coming alongside for 

ccie, had its stern pulled out by the stern rope, and was towed ashore in a 
Sinking eondition by the eteamer's launch, | Landed at Vigh-water, in, ships, boat 
without diffoulty, bit next day at low-water landing very difficult and only possible in 
a tony. 

Lightering of heavy cargo not possible in 

A. Both Major: Hopkins and Mx. Vi amateur yachtsmen of some 
experience, and are familiar with the conditions prevailing at the ports in the cold 
wath ‘ 

conchision is that, in their present state, none of these ports is suited for 
lightoring heavy cargo from lage steamships during the monsoon, though all of them 
can by used during the remaining eight months of the year. 

With this conclusion Captain Townsend, thé commander of the ‘ Patrick 
Stowart an offiar with twenty-two years’ experience of these forts concur 

6. Lhad some hopes that the witd and swell would have decreased sufficier in 
Gwotlar Bay and Chaar for a more favourable report to have been pomsible, but, after 
eating their account of the trip, consider that their opinion (supported as it is by 
Captain Townsend's) must be accepted without reservation. . < 

From n construction point of view the result is that ship-loads of railway 

¢onsigned to these ports must come out in the cold weather. Should a ship be 
partially unloaded on the bursting of the monsoon, it must complete its discharge at 
Kurrachee, and its eargo can come by coasting steamer later. 

Hin « eneral point of view-assuming that an expenditure of « milion or. two 
in making n harbour is cousidered unprofitable—the resilt is that the ports remain as 
they are, merely ports of all for coasting steamers, and that produce brought down by 
rail will tend to concentrate at Kurrachee. 

Even should one of these ports be improved, a not improbable difference of a 
few rupeos per ton in ocean freight in favour of Kurrachee, and the better market 
Obtainable there, would enable the railway to hold the traffic against the competition 
of the sea, 
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[15093] No. 10. 


India Ofice to Foreign Orfice—(Received April 2.) 
Sir, India Office, April 1, 1913, 

_ WITH reference to my letter of the 19th February last, etna erection of 
wireless telegraph station at Mohammerab, as suggested by the Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company, Tam directed hy the Secretary of Stato for fndia to forward, for the informa 
tion of Secretary Sir Edward Grey, a copy of the letter from the Political Resident in 
Persian Gulf to which reference is made in the telegram of the 17th March from the 
Government of India, 

_ The Marquess of Crewe concurs in the arguments advanced by the Government of. 
Tadia in that telegram against the establishment of a winless station by the enmpan 
at Mohammerah, and, after perusal of Sir P. Cox's letter i of opinion that the company's 
apprehensions as to tho possitility of restoring the Arabstan telograph line to working 
onder at an early date are not substantiated, Indeed, his Lordship has reason to believe 
that the restoration of telegraphic communication is Tikely to be completed before the 
CeCe) communication in the Persian Gulf is effected, which will not 

Lam to suggest that, if Sir E, Grey sees no objecti y of this 
might be transmitted to tho Admiralty for formation, eo Tot commmpondionve 
Tam, &. 
‘T. W, HOLDERNESS, 


Enclosure 1 in No, 10, 
Lieutenant-Colone! Sir P. Cox to Government of India, 


: . Bushire, Rebruary 28, 1913, 

.__I HAVE the honour to invite a reference to the correspondence ro Are lagen 

in Persia, forwarded to Government of India under India Office lettor of th 7th 
February, and to submit cortain observations on the points raised the 

ws should be called for by the Goveroment of India, 

2, Three specific points are 1 


in case my 
«lin this correspondence :— 


1.) The proposed installation of a radio station at Mohammerah, 


.) The question of the practicability of reconstructing the Arabistan lines 
spent auton. ofthe pratcaliity of reconstructing, the Amabiatan, Snes 


ron) The expediency of constricting w temporary lie dieet from Bundor Dilan to 


T will attempt to deal with these ai 


3. Radio Station at Mohammerah.—In my telegram dated the 9th June, 1912 D 
Attached for convenience of reference), I subinitted various reasons for Gian his 
proposal inexpedient, and I venture to express the decided opinion that tho offer of the 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to defray the cost of the installation at Mohammerah doos 
‘ot in any way dispose of the considerations advanced against the proposal in my above 
telegram, to which I do not think J can usefully add anythin, Prt tae a an 
case, should it be decided to erect an installation at Mohat hy the gene; to be 
employed in re it and working it will be the Indo-Eu u Telegraph Depart. 
ment.* I would invite attention incidentally to the foneters ion that, whilst His 
Majesty's Gove ment have decided upon the adoption of the Marconi system for the 
‘arent: st eee regions, the Anglo-Persian Oil Company apparently favour 
4. Question of Practicability of Reconstructing the Arabistan Lines 


Pacification of the District.’ — nding a 


not aware of the source of Mr. Greenway’s informna- 


Pe Vig testo ae ee rinee see 
ow mene cae 
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tion that the work of reconstructing the line cannot be proceeded with until the 
pacification of the district has been effected. ees 
‘The Borasjun-Ahwaz lines may be said to consist of four sections :— 


1, Borasjun—Dilam, 
2, Dilam-Behbehan, 
8, Behbehan-Ramuz, 
4, Ramuz-Ahwaz, 


, Borasjun-Dilam Section.—This passes through settled districts ruled by petty 
chiefs, who are without exception on friendly terms with this Residency, and are likely 
to welcome the advent of the Indo-European Telegraph Department. Wake 

6. The Dilam-Belbehian Section.—We are in ess close touch with the inbabitonts, 
principally settled, of the tracts through which this short stretch of line passes, but they 
fare not unfriendly, and have no information tending to show that the Persian line 
hhns been liable in the past to wilfal interruption in these districts, Poth at Dilam and 
Bohan the need of a reliable alographie installation is keenly felt, and T have no 
‘doubt that experienced officals of the Indo-European Telegraph Department will find 
the local notables of both places ready and anxious to assist. them in keeping the 
‘open. Tho prosent moment is a particularly favourable one for reconstructing’ the lin 
for the Bakhtiari Governor of Behbehan will doubtless weleome any measures which wi 
improve his communications and place Behbehan in telegraphic touch with Tehran and 
with Ram Hoimuz, in which neighbourhood he and his relations have extensive 
properties, and whence messiges can be despatched to Malamir and other Bakhtiari 
centres, 

7. The Behibehan-Ramuz Scction,—As far as my information goes, the Persian line 
was comparatively seldom subject, even on this section, to wilful interruptions ; the 
complete cessition of traffic for protracted periods was due as @ rule to technical defects 
Hn tb lino, sil a4 th Tacs of inlators antl daficionsy 6€ wooden poles, whieh collapsed 
ter every rain-storn, and the absence of any organised staff of linemen to repair breaks 
‘ they occurred, ; 

It is true that the inhabitants of the village of Jaizan have always been notorious 

8 robbers, and. the ‘no man’s” Iand which intervenes between the districts of 
Biehbohon ind Ramuz has been the scene of frequent robberies; but it is in respeot of 
Ali Naki Khau, gave an 


of this atroteh of the line 
rely on seouring the eo-0 

8. Ramuz~Aluoaz 
becomes extremely marshy iu winter, 
the collapse of the poles, ‘The is, however, In no way 
no reason tonnticipate any more difficulty in erecting a the line than bas 
been experienced by the Anglo-Persian Oil Company in the case of their Al 
Mohammeral telephione line, 5 

ha Weedtonoy of Construct temporary Line dire from Buaiee Dita to 

Mohammeral.—Such an alignment would deprive two important centres, Behbehan and 
Ramus, of telegraphic communication altogether, with consequent loss of revenue; Lam, 
moreover, inclined to think that its construction would involve considerable practical 
difficulty. Brom the Hindian River to Mashur, a distance of from 30 to 40 miles, the 
Tine would have to traverse a flat, waterless, allivial plain, practically impassable on foot 
or horsebick for many days at a time after iain, From Mashur to Fallab 
80 miles, the -vuntry is flat and bogey in winter, whilst for some 5 miles on either side 
of Fullahiyeh the country is cut up’ by irrigation channels, and closely planted with 
riou-fields alternating with date plantations, ace 

‘Tho eanals are in many cases quite impassable, except by ferry in winter, and some 
of them are so at all times 

10. Between Fallahiyeh and Mohammerah the Tine would have to pass through an 
extensive marsh, whichis altogether impassable on horseback or foot for several months 
‘at a time in winter, ‘The Mohammerih—Fallahiyeh tract was carefully surveyed on 


* Vide euelosure to my letter dnted February 27, 1918, to Foreign Department. 
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the 1 mile = 1-inch scale in 1901, and I would invite reference to the sheets affecting: 
this region, which will show at a glance the nature of the country traversed.” 

The telephone line, to which refereuce is made in the director-in-chief’s note on the 
autlirty of tip“ Intellignaga Branch Gaelect,” vane botrenn Fuiliyeh (the sheikh’s 
palace on the river, some 4 miles west of Mohammerah) and Mohammerah; and has no 
connection with Fallahiyeh on the Khor Buriyeh, 

11, It will be gathered from the foregoing paragraphs that I do not share the 
apprehensions of the oil company, as to the impossibility of putting the existing line in 
order forthwith, while T am of opinion that the alternative direct alignment vid Dilam= 
‘Mohammerab, which was suggested partly under a misapprehension, offers no inducement 
as a substitute for the present alignment, I would further urge that the present is a 
specially favourable time for carrying out the work of reconstruction, which, as is clear 
from the keen interest taken in it by the various elements conceraed, is matter of 
pressing urgency, particularly in view of pending railway developments, 

I trust that, in view of the foregoing considerations, no time will be last in. pressing 
forward with the work of reconstruction of the Arabistan lines, including the Ahwaz= 
Diaful section, 

12, Tam sending a copy of this letter to the India Office and His Majesty's 
Minister. 

Thave, & 
: . Z. COX, Lieutenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Consul- 
General for Pare, de, 


Enclosure 2 in No, 10, 
Licutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox: to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) P. 
WIRELESS telegraphy ; Mobammerah, 
In reply to your telegram No. 8-801, 1 have the honour to state that I was 
previously aware that it was the desire of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company to have 
private wireless communication from theit Abadan ¢ouceasion to, the o fislda, bat 1 
have never heard the Sheikh of Mohammerah express any wish in the direction of a 


Bushire, June 9, 1912. 


“wireless installation, and I am rather sceptical as to his seriousness in the matter, and 


as to his intention to bear the cost of installation or upkeep of the plant, 

I see no objection primd facic and with due safeguards, to the oil company 
having a small installation, as’ referred to above, but issues are raised by tho moto 
ambitious proposals now preferred, which seem to need full investigation before an 
answer ean be given tothe Auglo-Persian Oil Company. In the first place, it. is our 
hope before long to bring quietly into operation our Gulf scheme of wireless telegraph 
stations, without arousing the Persian Government to any more signs of interest than 
hitherto displayed by them in regard to the present regular station at Jask or the 
temporary installation at Bushire. If, however, Sheikh Khazal initiates a scheme it is 
certain tat it will be misrepresented to the Persian Government, and it is probable 
that it will have the effect of raising the general question of wirvless in Southern 
Persia, for which we have no special concession, and which it may be difficult. to look 
on as covered by our present telegraph conventions, 

Then again, should the Sheikh of Mobammerah embark on a scheme, it is tobe 
expected that the question of tho Arabistan telegraphs, which we had hoped to got 
settled in our favour before long, would be complicated thereby. 

Further, to admit the right of a local chief to erect wireless installations in. his 
territories, even as a nominally private concern, seems to be contrary to. the views 
recently expressed by the Goverment of India in the case of the Sultan of Mokalla's 
application, and the precedent might also be taken advantage of by foreign firms to 
etfect an installation of their oWv 

2, Looking into the details of the present scheme, it seems that the station 
opposite Fao would be superfluous unless designed to form a link with ths existing 
international systems  ifeonnection with Bushiro is intended it could equally well ho 
effected from Mohammerah by a slight increase of power; if the desire is to connect 


+ Copies of thie map are in the possesion of the Government of India inthe Foreign Department and 
Uc Majeatys Foreign Ofc; vite also degree sheets 10 BP and Seis 
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ith the Turkish office at Fao, it is probable that the Turks would decline to deal with 
She each a eel cn be advieed to kop ip 
On the whole my view is thatthe sheikh case bo adie to oop his 

i fil such tim ave got our Gulf scheme safely inst 
Prozenal in abeyance oot at after installation of ovr scheme (r in connection with the 


‘would further suggest that at ne (or in connetion with the 
ion hould the Persian Government raise si ety 
installation eared take into consideration the expediency of taking steps to obtain 


: rol of wireless in. the 

ie Persian Government, an effective monopoly for the cont ireess i 
Gee in Southern Persia. Similar safeguard shoud, i necessary, be obtained 
from the Arab chiefs ou the oppositeside of the Gulf asta 
pould in, the meanwhile try to obtain the ratificati stan 
Tole en ealgention of 1908, whieh would make the Sheikh of Mohanimersl’s 
ropeanls supetfiuous. We might then eonnive at the installation of private vices 
Timnunieation between the Abedan oan tae fl Perera ea ae 
iti re-wvere permitted by. them to supply departmental operators, ‘The 
raat isn would seem necessary in onder to ensure the integrity of our mouopoly 


and the secrecy of our Gulf wireless system. 


ily one 4 copy to the Naval Commander-in-Chief if there is no objection 


as 
Enelosure 3 in No. 10. 


Government of India to the Marquess of Cre 


(Welographic) _P. Simla, March 17, 1913. 
‘lographic.) _P. 
ELESS telography at Mohammerah. ee ia 
Foe ree eee ea tam dated 12th ultimo and to leter of 28th idem sent to 
on direct by Politi Resident, Persian Gulf, ‘The views exyressed in th latter have 
Yar concurrence generally. For the following three reasons we gill deprocate 
rection by the Anudo-Persian Oil Company’ of a wireless station at Mohan : 
urrassing, precedent would be established oe 
{i} Ao na at ede ie Persian, Government to our echeme for wireless 
egraphy in the Persian Gulf, : 5 ne 
eae Ee econ ofthe Arabistan telegraph lines at no distant date is reasonably 
probable, 





(14997) No. 11. 
fomorandum communicated by Count Benckendorff, Aprit 2, 1913. 
[Suite A la Notice remiso le 23 mars par l Ambassadeur ati Foreigm Office.) 


LE Gouvernement Impérial serait reconnaissant de connaitre d’urgence Vavis du 
Gouvernement britinnique sur: He 
1. Les concessions projetées yfar Je Gouvernement ottoman dans la région di 
Zohab, et sur Tae 
2) Llopportunité de mettre fin & V'activits 
ersane avec refus simultané de la Perse de 
La Haye. 


de la Commission de Délimitation tureo- 
soitmettre Ia question a In décision de 


M. Sazonof partage opinion de l’Ambassadeur & Constantinople. 


i ir adie ions le lon 
Le Gouvernement Impérial ne eroit pas pouvoir admettre des concession i 


de la ligne Ararat-Baneh._ 
we yaprs les. alismations 
@endue environ 6 kilom. se tron 
actuelle, Ces prairies lour sont indispensa 


mnt Khan de Makhin, des prairies d'une 
le parents Cuure Boulakbachi_ eta frontire targue 
‘bles, Ils assurent que les ‘Turcs n'ont pes 
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encore évacué les localités Nifto, Kazil-Kala et Nido du khanat de Makhin, on plus 
exactement d’Abadjine, 
Pour ce q 


lonteils disposent, 
dans la région de 


Tlest a prévoir que les Persans se déclareront disposés Waccepter la ligne frontibre 
qui sera tracée par les deux Ambassadeurs. 


Résumé dea Informations de Ambassadeur d Constantinople, 


A la suite d'insistances réitérées, le Grand Vizir a enfin soumis & 1! 
de Russie Ia minute de la 
Ministres. 

A Boulakbachi les Ture 
Teurs blockhaus, 

Is n’insistent pas trop sur la rectification & Cotoura, 

Ils font preuve de plus de résistance en ea qui concemno Lahidjan, 

Ni est on somme a prévoir que In ligne d’arnrat. 4 Baneh sera en fin du compte 
acceptée; du moins, c'est ce qu'avoue franchement lo Ministre des Affaires Btrangoros. 
En revanche, le Grand Vizir demande les compensations suivantes A Zohab 1 
*Qu’au nord la ligne se confonde avec Ja ligne rouge du Sonne, quielle dévio vers 


e sud depuis Kourétou et vers Vest & partir de la ligue actuelle des postes tures de 
Markez-Kanibiz,” 4 


i ‘Ambassadeur 
mise, pas encore sanctionnée par le Conseil des 


8 se déclarent préts & se borner au démantellement de 


Cela semble plutdt acceptable, en présence notamment de 
considérables au nord (Ligue bleue) qu‘il faut avoir en vue, 
Mais les prétentions turques deviennent exagérées dans la direetion du sud -— 


_“Kasri-Chirin, tout on restant porsan, p 
territoires tures ; ces derniers s’étendent de Kani. 
Ridjab. La frontiére suit ensuite Koukhinovo, 
droite sur Zorbatié. 


concessions plus 


tre on forme de triangle dans les 
Biz sur Sertzul et sur tino partie de 
Anarek, Zelezerd et en ligne presque 


vo, £¢ Grand Vitir a renoneé Inieméme aux environs de 
enclave qui se formerait et qui pré 
chemin do fer, 


La frontiére le long de Kourka représente un projet nouveau, évidemment dicté 
ar le désir de dominer le soul pa 


2 sage pratiquable entro la Mésopotamie et 
‘ermianchah. 


Avant dadhérer 4 notre point de vue (note), le Grand Vieir désirerait,s'asourer 
du consentement duu Gouvernement Impérial d la délimitation précitée de Zohaly 

Son attention fut attirée par I'Ambassadour sur Vabsonce de toute baso-ou de 
onsidérations démontrant le bien-fondé de son projet, 

Le Grand Vitir se déclara alors prot i adopter pour Ia base de la délimitation de 
Zobab lo principe religiewx—de fagon A ce que les sunnites revionnent A la Turaute, ot 
Jes shiites-a la Perse, avec conservation, dans la mesure du possible, de lours colmgicg 
nomades dété. 

Co point de vue demande a étre examing, 

Appréhendant wn nowvean délai, Ambassadeur a demandé au Grand Vizir de lui 
communiduer wa eontre-projet par éert, afin détablir, ne fat-co que sommairement, uno 
Partie de la ligne frontiére incontestée, en prévision surtout de Péventualité do neurons 
changements politiques en Turquie. I promit ce contre-projot pout le 18 (31) man 

Les pourparlers, so poursuivant directement entre la Porte et, ’Ambassadeur, ee 


dernier jugerait possible que la conyention, di ire 
eee 1 wention, dont Ie terme a expiré le 12 (25) mars, 


us de Ridjab, tenant compte de 
wenterait des inconvénients pour le tracé du 


ee 
[1629] 
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“Avgumonta juridiques en faveur de VAbrogation de la Convention. 


Le prolongation des travaux de 1a commission n'ont, about, & gucun, clit 
De een britannique ne se rofusera ds lors pas il faut Vespérer, daccorder 
Ie eoneours dont +1 eat fait mention dans sa note du 5 janvier adressée & Y’ Ambassadeur 
4 Londres. 

Tse bases du protocole de ‘Téhéran constituant la commission, et ses conséquences 
sont les suivantes 


1. Conformément au § 2 du protocole, les deux parties doivent étre “ munies 
de tous Ie documents et proves 2 V'appui de leurs réclamations.” ‘Toutefois, les 
deadettée tures, ayant annoneé, des le 6 janvier, quis n’avaient pas regu dimstractons, 
se sont depuis abstenus de so présenter aux séances. 

» Tareommission constitue évidemment la premiére instance devant statuer sur 
* vous I, points eur lesquels il y aurait divergence” (§ 4). Cette condition n'a pas 
646 réalisée. 


Em note de VAmbassadenr de Perse du 5 octobre, 1905, mentionne que “des 
parties considérables de la frontidre n'gnt pas encore été mises sur Te tapis- 
TEnfin, lo Ministre des Affaires Ttrangeres ottoman Iui-méme, par sa note du 
20 janvier’ a domandé aux Porsnns un nouveas délai, My délare sans détour que Jes 
travaux de la commission n'ont pu étre achevés. 
Depuis, copendant, pas une séance n'a pa prendre place, malaré les insistances 
ropbtdes de notre c6té et de Ia part des Persaus 


Ambassade Impériale de Russie, Londres, 
Te 18 (31) mars, 1913. 





(14950) 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 2.) 


SG 198.) 


(Telogray ae Decode. Tehran, April 2, 1913. 
HOLLOWING received from Shira \ 


 Gendarmorio and French Minister arrived Shiraz 31st March.” 





(15118) No. 13, 


Sir W. only to Sir Bdivard Grey.—(Received April 2, 
(No, 139.) 
(Pelographic.) Re 

FOUR telegram No. 193 of 18th March, 

Jisnistos foe Foreign Aifirs appears to oxpect that I shall address him an official 
oto titoriingehim of the withdrawal of the British Tudian troops from Shiraz, | Tf 
He attoriged 10 do so, I venture to suggest that T should confine myself to 
Tau oufieation of tho fact; merely calling attention to the benevolent attitude 
srertie Majesty's Govormment, to the fact that tho withdraval has been made in 
Spite of the non-complinneo with our demands for satisfaction for various ootrgss 
“Pte owe ongurred,and.in spite of the unsatisfactory stato of onder on the road, 
reser en This Majesty's Government are ansious to facilitate, as far as may be in their 
Hower duty of the Persian Govornmont to restore, olor, and protect in a proper 
Planner lives and property. of British subjects in Southern Persia. 

Tight add that His Majesty's Government look to the Persian Government to 
spare no endeavour to restoro ordor, and evontually to secure panishiment of persone 
Shiity of the outrages committed on Smart aud Captain Kekford by means of the 
gendarmerie oF any ‘other force that the provincial authorities may have at their 

isposal. 

Thould be glad of your early instructions, 


Tehran, April 2, 1913. 





(15077) No, 13¢, 
Sin W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey—(Received Apri 2, 
(No, Comer) 
relegraphic.) Re Te i 
YOUR telegram, Comercial, of Sst Meh Seine RY 
5 is of the opinion that much the best i 
10,0. on of the adsaue for construction of the TERRE ences aia 
Sgamapy applications for money out of ‘tho alvances hat he would havo, great 
Say onet sy unless the same was specially earmarked by His 
‘would venture to f i i 
sho Hatoel genta wo resommend that Tho instructed to notify this in note forwarding 





[1629] 
He 
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(15077) No. 14. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No, 172.) : 
(Telegraphic.) R. Foreign Office, April 2, 1913, 
YOUR telegram No. 3, Commercial, of 2nd April: Bushire custom-house, 
T authorise you to act in sense of proposal in last paragraph. 
To what is the delay in making the joint advance attributable? 





(14729) No. 15. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
(No, 204.) 
(elegraphic,) R, Foreign Office, April 2, 1913. 
SIR F. BERTIN'S telegram No, 38 of 27th March: Ex-Shaly 
T now learn that the ex-Shah has not been in Nice and is not at Venice, and I do 
not know where he is, Please ask M. Sazonof whether he has any ‘aeons of 


Sseertaining his whereabouts, as it is most important ‘that we should not be taken by 
surprise, 


(Repeated to Tehran, No. Til.) 


ee 
(13480) No. 16, 
Sir Edward Grey to Count Benckendorff. 


HIS Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs presents his 


compliments to the Russian Ambassador, and has the honour to acknowledge the 
receipt of his Excellency’s communication dated the 28rd ultimo, respecting the 


‘Turco-Persian frontier. 
Sir E. Grey has the honour to state in re) 
not in favour of the denunci 
dissolution of the commission. 
Russian Gor 
month, vi: 


mstances and in view of the fact that His Majesty's and the Russian 
Governments are agreed that it is better not to transfer elsewhere the negotiations: 
being carried on at Constantinople, it seems to His Majesty’s Government to be 
preferable to keep the commission in existence for the present, as affording convenient 
machinery for dealing with any settlement which may be arrived at as the result of 
the informal negotiations now in progress, 


Foreign Office, April 2, 1913, 


————— eee ee 
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[12385] No. 17, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived April 3.) 
(No, 140.) f 
{eegric ht Tehran, April 3, 1913. 

YOUR telegram No. 169 of Ist April. 

T have discussed the question of a force for Luristan with the Russian Chargé 
d'AMfaires. He has expressed the opinion, which I share, that an irregular Persian 
force is more likely to add to the confusion and sufferings of the people than to do 
good. He thinks that more use should be made of the Cossack brigade, which costs 
the Persian Govornment a large. sum of money, and is of small practical value. He 
suggests that, as the gendarmerio is not at present strong enough to send a force, 

0 or 400 Persian Cossacks under Persian officers should be sent. ‘They are a drilled 
force, and if need be a Russian officer could easily go to Sultanabad from time to time 
to se It is gonerally recognised that Russia is behind Cossack 
brigade; this knowledge and the fact that force is disciplined should render it 
sulliciently strong for the purpose in view. 

‘The Russian Chargé d’Ataires also told me that 100 Persian Cossacks have beet 
sent to Sullduy, where di the Persian Government took over administration 
after the evacuation of the has become unbearable. Persian Cossacks 
aro also being used on Tabriz mud in order to support cortain tribes who are 
threatoued by Shakisovans in consequonce of assistance which they rendered to ltnerag 
expedition Inst yeu 

‘Those movements of Cossack brigade entail certain development of the sphere of 

ction of this force under Russian officers, but it can hardly be objected to under the 
xisting circumstances, I think 





(15284) No. 18, 
Sir G, Lowther to Sir Biwaril Grey—(Received April 3,) 


Constantinople, Ap il 3, 1913. 


Sense is in general accordance with that indicated in my above-mentioned 
felegram, although frontier south of Zohab ax now proposed. diverges: considerably 
from that propounded by the Grand Vizior. Russian Ambassador, however, expresses 
himself as not dissatistiod with it 





{16118} 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No, 173.) 
(Rologaphic) Foreign Ofiee, April 8, 1913. 

FOUR ttogrnm No, 130 of 2nd April: Withdrawal from Shiraz. 

Your proposed communication does not contain any material improvement to my 
telegram No. 133 of 18th March, and it would be better, I think, to send an official note 
‘merely in sense of that telegram. I presume you have already informed Minister for 
Foreign Affuirs verbally, 


(Confidontial.) 

Nour noto should not imply that the withdrawal is being made out of regard for 
the Persian Government. ‘The real reason for withdrawal has already been stated in 
the House of Commons on 25th Marc! 
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15465) No. 20. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edieard Grey.—(Received April 4, 
aon 2y:—(Reeeived April 4.) 
(Telegraphic) Ry St. Petersburgh, April 4, 1913, 
YOUR telegram No. 294 of 2nd April 
Minister for Foreign Afiais tells me that ex-Shah is ill with diabetes in @ 
sanatorium near Dresden. 





(15385) No, 21, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Ree eived April 4, 
(Re 141) } Begs Sod) 
Telegraphic.) R. aN, Tehran, April 4, 1919, 
LLOWING from His, Majesty's representative at Bushite, in avewor te sear 
telegram No. 160 of 31st March repeated to him -— : 


“Tn my judgment it is imperative 
removed I'do not accept the slightest 
community. The grounds on 
should 
exp) 


to be alty’s safe 


fioned, and 


orders will be 
ask about ten 


Qcgneur with Sir P. Cox in his apprecintion of situation in hinterland, Bushire, 
tha fault ports, and also agreo with him that Governor would be quite helfle ett, 
the force at his disposal were serious rising to oceur. I contented migelt id sending 


Fou, Bist of telegrams referred 10 by Cox because they were longltn od were ee 
india 





(15420) No. 23, 
Ee) Sir W. Tononley to Sir Bdwoard Grey.—(Received April 4.) 


(Telegraphic) R. 
ioe 


I 
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syndicate has replied that engineors will not be able to spare time to come to Tehran, 
and the Persian Government should send an engineer to Mobammerah at once. 

‘The Persian Government contend that they only agreed under the option letter to 

meet expenses of a preliminary survey, and that if they are expected to pay for work 
to ho undertaken by syndicate's engineers it would at Teast have been courtesy on. the 
part of the syndicato to have entered into communication with them before sending 
the surveyors to Mohamuerah, that they are left in complete ignorance of approximate 
cost of proposed reconnaissance, and do not even know if this is intended to be the 
preliminary survey which they undertook to carry out in co-operation with the 
syndicate, 
___ ‘They have no engineer whom they can send to Mohammerah immediately, and 
they assert that heat in the south will make surveying operations there impossible 
uuntil September or later, ‘Their seoret hope has always been that it might be found 
possible to come to terns with technical men here without making a survey. 





(15454) on2g 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Eitward Grey.~(Reecived April 4:) 
No, 113,) 
(Polographic.) Tehran, April 4, 113, 
foun telegram No. of 2nd April to St. Petersburgh. 

Persian Government learn that ex-Shah went from Odessa to Dresden to eonsult 
specialist. Thence he went to Vienna, where he has been seen by Persian Chargé 
a'Affaires, who reports him looking thin aud ill. He is said to be sulfering from 
dliabotes dnd to be about to do a cure ‘of waters. 

(Sent to St, Potersburz.) 





(16465) Notts 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived April 4.) 
(No, 144.) 
(Tolegraphic,) R. Tehran, Aprit 4, 1913. 
leggram No, 172 of Snd April 
joint advance is attributable to opposition to M. Mornard, whom 
njoys the support of Russia, Tt is argued that he is 
incapable and that itis impossible to get him to present accounts for past expenditure 
or estimates of the manner in which it is proposed to. spend the 400,000L Certain 
members of the Cabinet refuse, for the above reasons, to accept advances until it is 
clearly shown what is to be done with the money. 

‘There is good ground for these charges against M. Mornard, but I have urged 
upon Minister for Foreign Affairs that delay in accepting the advances after pressing 
80 eagerly for them puts the two Gover ious position, and that there is 
terious danger of un iuoreato of disorder if conte payments cannot be ma 
Although there may be no small justification for charges against M. Mornard, there is 
little doubt that opposition of Minister for Foreign Affairs and other Ministers is due 
to. hope that thay may thereby be able to handle some of the advances direct 
consequent benefit to their owvii pockets, 

Russinn Chargé d’Affaires and Tare agreed that present is not suitable moment 
to attack M. Mornard, but we are pressing him to be more conciliatory in his demeanour 
towards M \d to furnish i 

M. Mormard is by no means fitte ‘as to perform, but it 
would be: eed to replace him under the present. circumstances, when the 
lives of Europeans are by uo means secure, as has been shown by recent outra, 
He has. cx a ork for Persia during the past year, but it is 

e-all the duties 1 ‘ours to perform. There 
is no organised order in his administrati Which is serionsly undermanned, 

(Sent to St. Petersburgh.) 





(15456) 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Baioard Groy—Receiveil April 4.) 


(No. 145.) 
Tehran, April 4, 1913, 


money. 
When may jesty's Gi i 

i 1 iy’s Government upon proposals of Pe 

Government respecting the buoying and lighting of the Persian Cit ene ee 
T have again pressed Guestion of Bahreinis and subjects of the Trucial chiefs, 


Minister for Foreign Affairs has agreed to an arran ith 1 
r Foreign a8 agr H arrangement to be made with - 
General which will secure my supervision of expendituey ES 


SS ee 


(15454) No. 26, 


es 1) Sir Kihward Grey to Sir P. Cartwright, 
(Telegraphic.) ony era 
{REAR that exShah has boontin Vienna recently, 2" “Mees Aprit'sy 1018. 


You should tell Minister for Foreign Affute thot Tw F 
information a8 to his present whereabonts, ott T would be grateful for any 


a 


(15478) No. 27, 


India Ofice to Foreign Ofice.—{Received April 5.) 
Sir, India Ogi i 
ye 2 India Offer, April 4, 1918, 
IN reply to your letter of the 18th Match, 1919, ay token ae bo 
jeiaitied to the proposed advance of 100,0001, to the Persian Goverment fee the face 
generis 1 im dlrcted to inv Me reference to the marginally noted telegraphic 
espond ° as to inform you that the Marquess of Crewe con: el i 
the views expressed by the Government of India, et Fe"e Soeur generally in 

sal fig, Cixcumstances, his Lordship is of opinion that, unloas Sir E, Grey h 
reason to think that the Porsian Government will wow neoept the Drop eal acne 
Sth Margot agreement in the terms described in his tolegran Nes MBe of ten 
Sth Mareh with regard to the ligh ng and buoyage of the Persian Gulf the best course 
Pill be to withdraw it altogether. He would suguost, howover: thee fe toh ng the 
Hepat, Government that thia point will ot be tnsated upon, it might be ates ea 
control of ohne ceament regurd thomselves as posansiny a preseriptive right 

of lighting a1 noying arrangements in the: w hould occasic 
arise, they wouldnt Eas, eexitg arrangements inthe Gull, which, should season 


‘The question of the Sheikh Shuai I 


lighthouse might, ns the Government of I 
Suggest, stand over for the present, ® ight, as the Goveriiment of I 


Tam, &o, 
‘T. W. HOLDERNESS, 
————— 


Enclosure in No, 27, 
Government of India to the Marquess of Crewe, 

(Telegraphic) P, 29, 1913 
Baksian GulPlighting and buoyage, Meee yNS) 
signa itler to your telegram dated the 15th instant, ‘Tho Persian Government's 

roposils are, we agius, quite impossible Mo ace ag now formulated, Resident angen 

on either eile at tke eee management ahould bin contol uf lighting anrungenees 
iy cither side of the Gulf, aru for this reason is strongly against accepting aug, 

ir Anglo-Persian Commission, We agree with him, for our prevent position would be 


+t ment 


of Tndis, March 13: from ditto Marc 3 
wa! dia, March 13: from ditto March 29, 1910; 


copy sent to Foreiju Ofice, 
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virtually surrendered by acceptance of such Commission, and to admit Persia partially 
would run counter to principle of our policy, which is fo obtain, as opportunity offer, 









Further, if Persia were to_ part 
the above circumstances, Sir P, 
ereoting the lighthouse on Sheikh Shuaib, 
urgent navigational grounds, We support this view, 
the other items of the programme, without more serious attention being shown by 
Persian Government in regard to them thin at any time in last fifty years. Ifa 
suitable opportunity offers subsequently the project would then be revived, or we 
should ind Se posuile to allot mony for providtag-a ightehip instead of tho lighthouse 
now proposed, In this last. connection please relur to letter of the 14th October last 
from India Office to Foreign Office, paragraph 3. 














(15285) No, 28, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Toventey, 





‘No. 175.) oe 
‘elegeaphic,) I. Foreign Office, April 5, 1913, 

YOUR telegram No. 140 of 3rd April: Cossack brigade. 

T quite approve, and you may support Russian Chargé dA ffaires in his advocacy 
of cant ig Cossack brigad x Persian officers. 

(Ropeated to St, Petorsburgh, No. 801) 

















(16455) No, 20. 


Sir Bdicard Grey to 8 





W. Townley. 
(No. 176.) 
(olograph 

YOUR telegram No: 144 of 4th April; Joint advance. 

If the Porsian Government are not satisfied as to the expenditure of the advance, 
it certainly should not be pressed upon them, I understood that money was urgently 
required for the payment ri of salaries, necessary current expenses, for 
supplying the needs of the General 8 &e. Tt was for this 
that I made efforts to overcome the reluctance of the Russian Government to joi 
on the circumstances which you now report, it appears to me that the advance 
should be withheld until wo antl the Russian Government are satisfied as to how it is 
to be spon 

Would it not be advisable for you to press M. Morard to produce his estimates 
withont delay and possible for the British and Russian Legations to arrange with him 
for som vision of the expenditure of what is after all our own money? 
vi 8 capacity are disa T agree that this is not 
e the question of replacing him, but, if a large loan is negotiated, 
iancial control of some kind will be ‘necessary. ‘This question has 
eon raised by the Société d'Etudes, who have put forward proposals which are too 
far-reaching. Lshould be glad if you would consult your Russian colleague as to what 
sort of control would be possibl 

(Repeated to St Petersburgh, No, 302.) 





reign Ofice, April 5, 1913 
















































(15724) No, 30. 


Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 6.) 





r Deco Tehran, April 6, 1913 
FOLLOWING received from Shiraz, 6th April 

“Contral India Horse and detachment 7th Rajputs left this morning for 
Chenar Rakdar. 1 propose to join colimn to-morrow at Khanizinian® and to 
accompany it to Kazerne} Prime 3 I accompany me to Kazerun 
‘and back.” 














About 25 miles from Shira, 4 About 70 miles from Shiraz. 

























(15667) No, 27°, 


Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office —(Received April 6.) 
Sir, 25, Abchureh il 

3 r 25, A h Lane, London, April 4, 19) 
ee honour to inform you that our Tehran aie ee ay a a 
ey pee Ste el Oa) poy payment of the first instalment of 
Angkstndan patlo\e nape , made on the 8th March last on account of the 
oy, Referring to the arrangement sanctioned in your letter to us of the 
tot ging he nm to xl yh Vaal in repost of the past due inet 

is loan, we shal much oblig ii i 

2421 14s, 10d, froin tho above amount remitted by, Token rie 2. deduct, 


the ‘pound hia a Hank ie authorised to retain during the vet Manian et 
England for 9701 194.44, SPY Kindly send us a receivablo order on tho Baik of 

















Tam, &, 
G. NEWELL, Manager, 


ee 




























[1629] 
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[15861] No. 31. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey—(Received April 7.) 


WITH reference to m: 
ist Januar 


the manager of the Imperial Bank of Persia here 
ession of my cordial thanks to Mv, Nelson for the 


the disposal of His Majesty's consulate-general at 
Mesherl. 


Thave, &c. 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 


Enclosure in No, 31, 


Consul-General Sykes to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 5. Confidential.) 
g 


ir, 
MR. NELSON, of the Inperial Bank of Persia, 

Tehran after a long and interesting journey, during 

collectedsome valuable information whieh T propose te 
2, He left Tehran with Mrs, Nelson by earringe,read 

He was detained at. this half-way town for somo di 

arranging for an escort, and then 

There he was hor 

dead condition, 


ay 


3. Mr. Nelson, experience, 
states th e i 


and 45, dated the 1 
evidence as I did 
difficult to beliew 
in such criminal 

4. Me, Nel 
the Turkoma 
be especially 
to Shahrud, full details of 

ieee of treachery, which is typi 
of the Persiai 


200 horses and mules, He 

and asked, in the first place, for funds to maintain the 

Fidoners pending their disposal, and, in reply to a remark about the money seized by 

im, swore that fe had not found 100 tomans. ‘The Persian Government finally said 

that no money would be sent, and consequently the prisoners were stripped and released 

to join the numerous bands of brigands, 

5. FromShabrud Mr. and Mrs, Nelson crossed the Elburz in deep snow to Astrabad, 
which was reached on the 19th December, and where they remained for nine da; 

He states that during this period the Russians were in constant communication with 

the Pretender, who was sta ‘ing only a few farsakhs distant, It appears that he 

obtained 7,000 tomans from #) ie agents of the Sipahdar at Astrabad, and also a large 


[1629] K 
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i i anager of the 
sum of money, believed to be 14,000 tomans, from M. Terebin, the manages 
iu ae eect Ge Whe aciitaal acknowledged to Mr. Nelson that the 
Salar ho visited him twicg at Bandar Gnz, and went off with mulesiaden with money, 
vas trying for a Joan of that amount, bat that the security offered wan not so 











enough. Mr, Nelson thinks that he was trying to deceive him. In this connection 
there is no branch of the Russian Bank at Astrabad. 





1 ill joi r-ed-Dowleh, 
6, Mr. Nelson states that the Turkoman were unwilling to join the Sala ; 
but ofered toraise 12,000 men ifthe Shab appeared. The Salar pretended to send 
neg to his brother inviting him wo retur, but he probaly did not dogo, 
Finally he dismissed the Purkoman whom he hd ealisted as he. wan, 1 imagine, 
euynucel in pourparors with Tobmin and making terns with the Persian Government, 
With typical menda ity hostel hat tis exShalt was one again ‘on his ancestral 
hrone, and that-he had been appointed Sadr Azam ‘ = 
oe irene ly currobstated the reporta ol Sir Coleridge Kennard and of anya 
4 the manner in which the Russians were buying land at low rates by foreed ales 
and by foreclosing, M, ‘Terebin is their chief agent in this matter, and it appears 
{Huy fuels ree ope Ne Woes meatal tee tecered last summer. 
clusioti, Sir, I would vehiture to suggest that, has collected 
much whieh is of value, apart fom what he is giving, the a 
attaché, and as the has also been good enough to. bring a couriers bag containin 
inne staae oe und eai ita Eo canauate-gneral, he be given the thanks 0 
His Majesty's Legation, or that notiee be taken of his services in any other way that 
Fe at aang shes Tt lai Teateh UAE Goreraeenv ATA 
8, Tam sonding 1 copy of this despatch to amen of 
B, M. SYKES, Major. 
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(16862) No, 92. 
Sir W, Townley to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received April 7.) 

L) 

Y SAMSAM-ES-SULTANEH, Bakhtiari, 





(No. 45, Very Confidenti 
in 






Tehran, February 28, 1913. 
the Inte President, of the Council of 
private matter, ‘The conversation, not 
to 



















country, 
conficten 








that that would mean for Persia? Noy! 
“even if our own interests were not safe s 
to the utmost of our power the establishment of an adi 
the ruin of our country and its transfur to Russian hand 
sketeh the py 
country is in the hands. of the 
his brother at Zanj 












itself felt? Were I to be sent 
d-Dowleh, 1 would go, but T should 
elf fice to fice with 


0 Tabriz with 1,000 sowars to tum ont Shuja- 
aries carry out my mission, because T should find 1 
Sey ven me with so much appearance of truth and 
Hiromi apn Cun eet CUM ete ararese 
them, and that th ting with Saud-ed-Dow 

sepurate sources that M, Poklewsky had, when taking 
aasised hit to mike fsa with SeadealsDowlab, 1 old my Bakhtine ¥ 

















1S 


g learned from two 









His Excellency urged upon me very strongly that Bi Majesty's Government 


really good work for the country, provided that they re 


le 
vh 
Railway concession agai 
pressed them to pardon 
despite his immediate 





legations last spring have done much to deopen Persian suspicion of Russinn designs, 


mentioning M, Poklewsk 
friendly terms with Saad, and that I wondered whether there was an 
for this rumour than for most of the others that cireulate in Tehran. It is-probable that 
M. Poklewaly sid no more than that it was 
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rs name, that I had heard that he had been advised to be on 
more foundation 





















ernment, who were eapable of doin, 


un ved the strong moral an 
he British Government. Without: money, he added, neither the 


‘nen, nor any other, could do anything in’ Persia, 

hich the Government were forced to acoept the Julfa—Tabriz 
inst, their will, and the insistence with which M, Poklewsky 
Salar-ed-Dowleh and name him Governor-General of Ghilay 
past record and his impertinent attitude towards the two 
















Thave, &o, 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 















(15863) 


Sir 
fo. 46.) 





the post, and that I hi 


abandoned for the present for t 
of opinion that it would be very inimical to the interests of tho oil 


think that it would seri 
Majesty's Government, 1 
Ru: 








Tn any case, I 


Rassian enterpr 

Certain Bakhti 
certainly not shared by 
Governor of Ispalutn, wh 
his sons are at school ; 
England. ‘The first nam 
hin i 





qual 








road under penalty of disgrace aud dismiss 


Bakht 
sympath 
Mohammed Ali Mirza, 

















I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. $4 of the 
10th instant upon the subject of the intention of the Russian Government. to appoint 
an agent in Bakhtiaristan, 

In my despatch No. 7 of the 11th January I explained the difficulties that the 
Russian consulate-general at Ispahan had experienced in finding a suitable man for 


a protection inight, serve to aggravate the family dissonsions, which “are 
‘unfortunately, all too prevalent among the khans to-day, 

canuot see how ye cord tal 
appointment, as we are continually i 
in the sphere in question, which is comprised in the 





s to be friends of England, and those who are 
given credit for such sentiments because 





33, 






ouenley to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received April 7.) 








Tehran, Rebruary 28, 1913, 







iad understood from M. Poklewsky that the idea has been 
reason, Should it, nevertheless, mature, T am not 


° company, nor do T 
turb the relations of the Bakhitiari Kklians with [His 


is conceivable that the actions of an agent enjoying 







ously d 
hough 














y action of a nature to thyrart such 
our special and native representation 
neutral zone, that is open to 









ly with our own, 
Khan are credited with pro-Russiay sentiments that aro 
the majority of the khans, ‘They are Sardar Zalfer, the late 
ho is now in Europe, and about to proceed to England, whore 
Amir-Mufakham and Sardar-isJang, who havo also boys tn 
ned probably found a certain 


































with the duty of 





if he fails, 







Thave, &c, 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 




























(15864) No, 34, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived April 7.) 
No. 47, 
ee Tehran, February 28, 1913, 

AS T had the honour to inform you in my telegram No, 82 of the 25th instant, 
M, Poklewsky left Tehran on Sunday last, the 23rd instant, on leave of absence. ‘The 
officer in command of the Cossack brigade arranged a military display of such 
dimensions as gave almost a royal character to the Minister's departure. From the 
Bagh-i-Shah gate, where a detachment of mounted Cossacks awaited M. Poklewsky’s 
arrival, to a point about a mile e the town, the road was lined on each side by 
Cossucks on foot, At what was fixed as the actual saluting point the Cossack band 

in attendance, and two pieces of artillery were stationed, As the departing 
lister drove away in the Shah's automobile a salute of twenty-one guns was tired. 
The Per jovernment are nota little annoyed at the honour paid to M, Poklewsky 
‘on his departure, because the general in command of the Cossack brigade carried out 
all the arrangements without consulting or informing the Minister of War, who knew 
nothing of what was in preparation. ‘The first news that reached the Cabinet was the 
found of the guns tiring the salute whilst they assembled in Council, 

Thave, &, 

WALTER TOWNLEY. 






























(16865) No. 35. 
Sir W. Townley (o Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April.) 
(No, 55.) 
Sir, Tehran, March 15, 1913. 


T HAVE the hi 
adresse 
the subj 
Maj 





our to forward to you herewith copy of despatch’ recently 
by His Majesty's consul-general at Meshed to the Government of Indie 
ot of th present friendly attitude of the Governor of Herat towards 
ty's consulate-general in Khorassan. 









Thave, &o, 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 





Enclosure 1 in No, 35, 


Consul-General Sykes to Government of India. 
dential.) 





Mesh 
IN recent diaries Thaye more than once drawn attention to the 
nt towards this consulate-ge 
difficult to induce hin to settle any cases, and hi 
formal and distant 





ed, February 13, 1913, 
tirely’ changed 
neral, For a long time it 
s attitude was purely 














4, Tam sen 





hg copy ofthis deapotch to His Britannic Majcty’s Legation. 
'P. M. SYKES, Major, 
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Enclosure 2 in No. $5, 





Governor of Herat to Consul-General Sykes. 


(Translation. Safar, January 30, 1913, 

I PERUSED your letter which you sent to Mirza Mohammed ‘Aslam Khan 
regarding the abolition of the quarantine on the Perso-Afghan frontier, You always 
take trouble for the comfort of your fiends ‘Ihave bern undo ati ation,/and am 
still $9 for your good efforts, and it is quite clear to the Afghan officials that the 
friendship of the British officers is great towards them, ‘The trouble taken by you 
and the help given in this matter, &e,, requires thankfilness, 


Seal of Mohammed Sarwar. 


























15866) 






Sir W, Lowaley to Sir Edward Grey—(Received April 7.) 
(No. 56.) 
Sir, Tehran, March 16, 1913. 

I AM in receipt of your despatch No. 9 of the 20th January last, in. which you 
were s0 good as to forward me a copy of a loter from the Auglo-Persian Oil Comp 
submitting a copy of a memorandum from their political agent upon the eubjert, of 
Dakitioristan, 1a answer to your request foranp obese ee te ay have {0 
make upon the accusations brought against the Bakhtiaris in Dr. Young’s memorandn, 
1 have the honour to state that I have made enquiry from His Majesty's consul-gencral 
at Ispahan as to what foundation there is for the charge made against Sardar Za 
that, whilst Governor of Ispahan, he ordered the bakers to pay him u tax of 1. toman 

informs me, in reply, that he has never heard this 
atinst Sardar Zaffar, although it is well known that that rapacious 
Khan was in no way particular as to the methods ho adopted for filling his eapacious 
pockets. 

T am afraid that the Bakhtiaris have themselves alone to thank for the reputation 
they have earned for plundering and spoiling whenever the occasion has oftered, but 
there would appear reason to hopo that, with the acquisition of wealth, the leading 
Kdans have at least become more reasonable, as I continue to receive good. accounts 
of the conduct of the two at Ispahan and Kerman, 

In writing of the relations between the Bakhitiaris and the Sheikh of Mohammeral, 
Dr, Young makes a mistake in saying that the Jerahi lands, the possossion of which 
by the Bakhtiaris is a cause of irritation to the sheikh, were purchased from the 
Nizam-esSultanoh, The portion of these lands belonging to tho Nizam is still in 
the occupation of Shoikh Khazal, and the quarrel is about the other half of the lands 
which the khans bought from Mushir-ed-Dowlch last. summer, 

Although Tam persuaded that there has been a good deal of bluif on both 
sides in the ‘come on” attitude adopted by. the chiefs at Malamix and Nasisi 
respectively, the presence of considerable armed forces arrayed against each other i 
‘4 menacing manner has been the eause of considerable tuneasinoss in Arabistan, and, 
as you are aware, Sir, T have not desisted during the past threo inonths from impressing 
upon the Khans hero that there must bo no breach of the peace. I am continuing my 
endeavours to persuade the khans to sell the lands in question to the sheikh, but tiey 
are fully aware what a thorn in the side their possession of them is to their antagonist, 
and T have so far been unable to make them propose a sullicieutly reasonable igure 






































to offer any prospect of a deal being possible. "I propose to teat the atin 
greater length in an accompanying despatch, 


Thave, &e. Y 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 





[1629] 





























38 89 





used to happen I may mention that M. Ransquin has been able to sell the grain of the 
Government at an average price of 10 tomans per kharvar. His predecessors used to sell 
at the same or a higher rate, but in their returns stated that they sold it at or 
6 tomans, 

Again, this year M. Ransquin has succeeded in raising 1,000,000 krans from the | 
excise, chiefly through the tax on slaughtered animals, whereas at the time when the | 
guts of slaughtered beasts were taken by the Government as u tax 
notorious fact that Azerbaijan, one of the richest, 
revenue under this heading, while MotamidesSi 
father of the present Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

i the maliat- lias, upon the whol 
who fur several 





(15867) No. 37. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 7.) 






Goon) Tebran, March 16, 1913. 

" WITH reference to my despatch No. 32 of the 15th ultimo enclosing copy of a 

Se SR TOU ae re ec 

Azerbaijan, Ihave the eae to forward to you herewith copy of a further despatch 

from Mr, Cowan reporting on the administration by the Belgian officials of the finances 
hat provinee, i ‘ 

SOS CHIN din clans tiring Msmmiveasl aiete 




















d from the 

















Belgian administration ofthe provinialfinayens in question, results which may pennit 
‘one to hope 
country i 


hat the 


«may be a considerable increase of the revenue throughout the 
due time, 


if the B 





iin administration meets with fair measure of support sold aks hn 
WALTER TOWNLEY. nd that next y 


will be able ton 





quin computes that for this. year 
x, should no heavy jucidéntal ) 
it about 500,000 krans to the 











‘This is an excellent result for o1 





i's administration ially when it is 
pore in mind that no revenue has been exacted from the districts occupied by the 


| 
I 
Turkish troops, and that the province had to pay the heavy change of the Atdebil ] 
I 





Enclosure in No. 87, ; 


expedition, ewollen by the cupidity of Sordar Rashid and Shuja-ed-Dovleh, But to 
iy mind, the achievement which does M. Ransquin most credit is his solution of the 
bread question. In the face: of great opposition on the part of the landowners, and 
great difficulty in obtaining transport, he exacted and brought to the Government 
Store-houses almost all the maliat in kind, This he his kept ander bis control, and, by | 
selling discreetly, has been able to prevent large holders of cor from forcing up the I 
prieg, and, moreover, by superintending the bakeries, as he was authorised to do by | 
pahdar, he has kept the quality of bread at a high standard, ‘The result is thet 
bread is cheaper and. better ‘than it hag besa provious years, but M, Ransquin has ] 
tnade enemies among the landowners, who hye been obliged to pay their taxes, and 
have been prevented from filling their pockets, It was this resentment which 
occasioned the antisBelginn disottaes fice favo already reported, As was to bo 
expected, the movement failed, for, although mon may be prenched into boycotting 
“tohacco, they cannot be expected to boyeot bread which is cheap and good in favour of 
that which is dear and bad, ‘The movement, is, however, remarkable, us it, was an 
‘attempt to raiso fanatical feel inst Christians, and, had it succeeded, might. have 
led to serious disturbances, On this account T consider iny Russian colleague seriously 
to blaine for not having immediately reproved Shuja-cd-Dowleh and the Tnam Junin 
for countenancing such « movement, 


Consul Cowan to Sir W. Townley. 






abr, February 24,1913. 

“EN iny despateh No. 1 of the 20th January I mentioned my intention of giving in 

iN igre SA Guia oE LIS AA ERTOR HE Belgian ofticials of the 

Bangs of Agarajjan, Thi azount have now the Rovour of submitting, 

‘The Belgian staff at present stationed in Tubriz consists of 8: 

M. ana nat EAS eesti eae taxation, M, Lajouno, M. Piret and M, Denis. 

M, Ransqun, himself sguiet unassuming man, of great indy and conscientious 

hos, but not endowed with any very grout, force of character. “M. Lejeune, on the 

contrary is extremely forceful and ‘energetic, ‘To his great efficiency he w 

considerable amount of intelligence and frequently appears to dominate h f 

Unfertnataly, bs wane to take delight in pesforning dngrecble taka in tho moat 
‘unpleasant, way, so that at pro hie is the best, hate 

























































i 18 not too much to say th 
wan in Tabriz, To this should be added that he is totally devoid of fear, and has no 








expect for any person or thing, mortal or divine i : 3 
Ta Oiee ond Baga! play g qullaraw asalanta Wine x petiaee of 
country, 

















tion in 
and T think fully 
he gave them poor support when it 








Uy ‘onder to make lear the worl which the, Belgians have achieved and are This nly on instance of te osteo whi fae 
achiovi is necessary. that I should explain the financial arrangements of the encounter, but their term of office here has been one Tong steuggle against oppo 


elgians took charge of them, ‘The annual 
114,000,000 krans, made up as follows 





provinee and their condition when the E 
nounts to between 18,000,000 a 





various forms. Sipaldar, on the whole, 
realised that they were doing goood wor 
would have be 








revenue 



























ice, personally to.do 60, and his sudden disappearaiice 
tee a 100,000 from Tabriz was due toa desire to avoid rendering an account of certain site which 

Halse nT ieeoo tad been paid to him. Still; Tam convinced that ho was not responsible. for the 
Crow lands sae 1800,000 Yarious intrigues which have from time to time beon put on foot against the Belgians. 
Other wouree ae peasy My Russian colleague, however, is of a different cpinion, and Danes Sipahdar for 
e st +. 18800900 tioned Maragha as one of the places in which 





all he intrigues In patil, ie 
Sipuhdor had organised an elgian movement. Now, Maragha is the home of 
-ed-Dowleh, and Sipalidar would havo. ns. tuich chance, of organising an inteigue 
there as Shujaed-Dowlch would have of doing the sime thing in Tunokalen, 
Altogether, | consider that Sipahdar has given the Belgians an unusual amount of 
support for a man of his unstable character 
OF Shuja-ed-Dovleh this eannot be said. Krom the beginning he has been openly 
hostile to the Belg itectly has catised them any amount of 
Same course; refuse to pay their taxes, and when 

ion are constantly demand 















he maliat is paid roughly half in cash and half in kind. The excise includes, 
dienes tatate opium, wins nd epirta, tho’ tax: of 11 Kran on all slaughtered 
"The other gourees” comprise telegraph receipts and sundries, 
® annual expenditure of the province aversses between 11,000,000 and 
12,000,000 krans. This year, however, it will amount to over 13,000,000 krans, on 
account of the expedition against the Shahse which was paid for out of the 
provincial revenues, 
Ttn 110 
appeared in th 
0 







































of 18,300,000 krans 
ernment accounts as the revenue of Az Probably 8,000,000 
1s would represont what was stated i arena sty nod 
bajjin, instead of being self-supporting or paying a balance to the Cent 

Garant maga bear cet of a subsidy. Asan example of what 
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subject, and, therefore, 
ie that he would have 
replied differently, I learn, however, from M. Ransquin that since he has become 
Acting Governor-General Shuja-ed-Dowleh has shown himself much more amenable, and 
has expressed his intention of supporting the Belgians. [t is to be hoped that be 
wil do wo, but he may liye somo cially in making bia subordinates shia bis goed 
intentions, 

Besides obstacles of the above nature, the Belgians also suffer from want of an 
flicient force to carry out their wishes. is no gendarmerie in Azerbaijan, and 
the local Cossack brigade is worthless. ‘This corps, which is now about 600 strong, is 
Feoruited from various sources, and contains a large proportion of town dwellers, who.are 
useless for fighting purposes, | In appearance they are not sosmart as the Tehran corps, 
nd their loyalty is doubtful, if one may judge from the fact that they march throug! 
the streets singing a song expressive of their desire for the return of the e 
‘They are paid from provincial funds, upon which they form a heavy charge. 

‘The number of Belgians is also insufficient for the annount of work they have to do. 
‘At present thoy are all overworked, and have not been able yet to take over the 
postal administration, as it was inteuded they should do, for want of « proper staff 
Me Mansquin proposes that there should be six Belgians permanently stationed at 










































‘Tabriz, and two Belgian inspectors to travel about the province, At present there are 


‘no. inspes since the death of M. Dumez M, Ransquin is loth to soud out any 
more inexperienced young men, and experienced men are not available, It is true that 
for financial purposes the provinee has been reduced, and Ardebil put under the 
‘Talish administration. T Know from experience that Ardebil is in much closer touch 
with Gilnn and Talish than with Tabriz; still it seems @ mistake to place it financially 
in one province, and for administrative purposes to leave it to the other. As it is the 
director of taxation at Astara has to apply to. the Governor-General of Azerbaija 
aid at Ardebil. It would be much better to cut 




















whonever he wants administrative 
it off entirely from Azerbaijan, 

T asked M, Ran what sche 
finances of the province, He stated t 
that all that was noode 
is increased. ‘The exis 

























incom tax. 
ind a tax on Iwnded pin e taxes, 
estly collected, would greatly increase the revenue of the 
proving, At prosont it is impossibl o tues at the probable increase, but 
rise of 1,000,000 krans would not seem excessi 
In order to administer this taxation M, Ransquin sugyests that the province should 
be divided into districts with a Belgian or a trustworthy Persian at the head of each, 
‘and that Persian tax-collectors should be placed in each village to collect the taxes, and 
‘ rogister of the inhabitants aud their stock. Of course, this is only very rough 
outline of scheme whioh ikely to com time, and which 
would require elaboration oud alteration to work, but 
the main idea seems excellent, and it is more in keeping with the nature’ and 
condition of the people than a'more lene wi % 
When it is remembered that the customs adw of Tabri 
y work, and that this all fills on the Belgians in wddition to thei 
ie it willbe admitted that the work they have already di 
\d that it is in the interest of the province that the Belz 
crwised as M. Ransquin propose 





Th 













































entails much 
inancial duties, 
is worthy of admira- 
n financial staff should 














Thave, &e. 
N. PATRICK COWAN. 
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Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdreard Grey.—(Received April 7.) 


No. 58.) . 
Tehran, March 17, 1918, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 56 of yesterday's date, and to previous 
correspondence upon the subject of the perpetually strained relations between the 
Bakhtiari khans and the Sheikh of Mohammerah, which are recurring causes of 
‘uneasiness in Arabistan, where there are to-day considerable important British interests 
gugeged, it may be well to lay before you the salient features of tho present cause of 

liscord, 

Tt has long been recognised that it would be undesirable for the Bakhtinris to 
acquire a further field for interference in the affairs of Arabistan by the acquisition of 
certain lands known as the Jerahi that belonged in part to the Nizam-cs-Sultanch and 
in part to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, Owing to the peculiar manner in which these lands 
are situated neither of the above-named proprietors was able to exereise much control 
over them, and they wero consequently leased to the Sheikh of Mohammerab, who has, 
moreover, there iseason to believe, some lien in the shape of a mortgage on the Nizan's 

With a view to obvinting future trouble, an article was inserted into an agreement 
come to in 1908 between four of the leading Bakhtiari khans and the sheikh of a self 
enying character, under which it was stipulated that-no one hut thesheikh could purelinse 
these lands. Such conventions, unless registered by British consular authorities, not 
infrequently are but shor id this one proved no exception to the rule, since its 
clauses have been aystematically disregarded by the signatories almost from the date of 
its conclusion. | Possibly basing himself, nevertheless, upon the fuct that the Bakhtiaris 
were precluded under the 1908 agreement from purchasing these lands, the sheikh only 
offered Mushir-ed-Dowlch 10,000 tomans (2,0000,) for them when he proposed to sell it 
1910. ‘The Mushir refused the offer, but last year sold the lands to the Bakhtiaris for, 
itis said, 19,000 tomans (3,002), being glad to bo rid of them at any price, 

Tt was immediately soon that trouble would probably ensue from this purchase, and, 
had the Iegation been made aware of the impending deal before it was completed, I 
should have endeavoured to prevent its being cairied out, When Sardar Jang was 
appointed last summer to take charge of Bakhtiariston, I reovived formal asmrances 
from him that he would adopt no hostile attitude towards the sheikh, and 1 learned 
with pleasure from him that he was prepared to negotiate the sale of the Jerabi lands 
to the sheikh. ‘Trusting to Sardar Jang’s ood nd believing that, he was 
emnpowered by the Ikhans more especially coneerned to sell tho lands, informed His 
Majesty's Resident and consul-general at Bushire of the nature of the assurances 
given ine, 

When Sardar Jang was about to move down into winter quarters a rumour got 
about that a large Bakhtiari force was being collected with the avowed intention of 
taking forsible possession of the Jorubi lands, which are still in the occupation of the 
sheikh. There is reason to believe that Sardat Jang lent considerable colour to this 
report by asserting that he had received instructions from the khans at Tehran to take 

session of the Jerahi lands. It is, in my opinion, open to doubt whether such a 
rastio step was over realy intended, but the eallection of « large Bakliian!foreo gave 
colour to the ramour, and the sheikh at once assembled an even larger force at Nasii, 
and openly announced his intention of resisting any attempt to take possession of the 
Tanda. Whatever Sardar Jang’s intentions may ave boen, L was, warned some. tine 
before the rumour of his intended wetion reached me that tho sheikh was preparing. an 
army of considerable dimensions, 
ane A®, 9008 a8 the strained nature of the situation was brought to my notice I 
impressed upon the khans in Tehran that no breach of the peaos must occur, and T 
urged them to remove the eause of unrest by authorising Sardar Jang to sell the lands 
at a reasonable price to the sheikh. All my efforts in this ditvetion have. proved 
unavailing, though I have received categorical assurances that there shall be no breach 
of the petee, an earnest of which good intention would appear to be provided by the 
ft that a very considerable portion of Sardar Jung's force has been sent off against the 
subg 
‘Sir. Cox has unge me to onlor the Khans to oll te lands a an arbitrary price 
based upon the amount of money they paid for them and what the sheikh offered for 


[1629] M 















































































































them. Opinions differ largely as to the veal value of the lands, and the lowest price the 
ichats are propared to take 80,000 tomans (16,0001.), whilst ‘the most the sheikh will 
give appears to be 25,000 tomans (5,000L). Sir P. Cox bases his argument that I can 
adopt « high-handed attitude upon the fact of the assurances I received. As regards 
these, T unfortunately believed that Jang had power to sell when he had not, and I am 
of opinion that the attitude of the sheikh in this matter has been fully as provocatire as 
that of the Bakhtiaris, Moreover, if Torder the khans to sell at what may appear to 
P, Cox a fait price, I risk both refusal on their part to do so and incurring their 
mity at a moment when it is still desirable to humour them, 4 

T propose to continue to press upon them that they should sell the lands in order to 
binge al {ature possible quarrels.” They aay that thoy are willing to do this if the 
Jegation insists, but they make a condition that the negotiations for the sale shall be 
carried on at Tehran, 



























Thave, &e. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 
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Sir W, Lownley to Sir Edward Grey. —( 





ceived Aprit 7.) 
(No, 59.) 
Sir, Tehran, March 17, 1913, _ 
T HAVE the honour to report that the first detachment of the gendarmerie 
Proceeding to Shiraz Ieft Tehran on the 28th ultimo and Ist instant, 468 men strong 
With three Sweilish officers. The men were at full srongth withthe exception of one 
corporal, who fell ill just before the start, and who will follow with the socond dotach- 
mont at the end of riext month, and one bootmaker, who deserted, Tn. comnun 
to me the above details th forined me that no difficulty 
nd heen experion nee the men had 
outvied wach other olonel Hjalmarson followed 
himself by movor-ca tant, 
Untiriunately, since the departure of the detachment unsatisfactory news has been 
received ftom Bushire, where 168 m ally the whole force ‘that had been 
rvcruited thery, have 1 i x the two Swedish officer 
instructors with only about thirty or forty men who accompanied them from Shiraz. 
"The actual cause of the trouble would appear to have been the severity or nature of a 
dhinont inflioted upon. two of the recruits by Major Noren-Brandel, who 
ratand, a reputation for severit own country with reeruits. The incident is 
an untoward one, as the me Med for escorting a caravan 
had occupied the 























to form part of it. 


































the transport 


enidurmorie at Bushire would appear ta.be destined to delay indefi 
ot an ti int tothe want 


Hf the arms and ammunition, He would appear to attribute th 
of knowledge of Orientals possessed by the Swedish officers, but it would seem to me, 
from the desetiption of these men previously given by Sir P. Cox, that they would have 
al most unreliable material, upon which, T know, Colonel Hjalmarson set but litle 
‘Vhey were disbuded, disarmed, and dismissed from the island without caus a 
tidus touble, though eho ajght efor thet departs some ehote were exe hanged with, 
the guard stationed at the quarters of the two Swedish offi 
Bofore his depart uth 1 discussed 
jalmatson, who has a very delicate and difficult task bet 
























y with Colonel 
fore him, which has not been 






ninideied mio eaay by the of the instructions and advice gi by the 
Minister of the Interior, who appears to labour under the old Pers pprehension 
tw rubellious chieftain is much more valuable asset alive than dead, ‘This is true 









cet of the Governor-General, to whom 


ders the po 
! vy eventually finding its 


share of which mon 
iter of the Interior. 

T told Colonel Hjalmarson that, 
surrender after an eneouuter, he should. be 
al hud drawn up © repo 
should be made to fight 


he would pay ransom, 
ito th ers of the 













should a chieftain come in and 
ver to the local authorities after a 
; but that it would be much better 
ud lose it on the field of battle, as a 
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warning to others. The Minister had represented that the death of a chief would be 
the signal for the whole tribe to rise and rever There may, of course, be some 
risk of this, but it would hardly appear that the tribesmen of to-day are imbued with 
any deep feelings of affection and fealty for their leaders, In any caso, if any real 
impression is to be made certain risks will have to be run, and it is desirable that tho 
old principle of paying to live and fight another day should be abolished, 

eesible, though generally considered here improbable, that this well-organised 
and powerful foree will bo resognised as the striking: power of the Central Government, 
and that there will be no fighting. I was glad to find that Colonel. Hjalmarson 
appeared to realise the dangers ahead of him, and did not make light of them, Te 
expressed confidence in his men, who are of different type to the unwatlike towames 
he had had to enrol at first, and the expressed a beliel that he eould rely upon the 
present stuff to stand firm under fire, 

T impressed upon the eolouel that he would find many dificulties ahead of him 
other than parely military ones that he would uv longer enjoy the immediate support 
of the two legations, ns he Had done tere, when he found himself in 1 difiealey, 

though he could count upon the whole-heatted support of Major O'Connor aed 
Sir P. Cox. He would, Padded, Gd nearly al, if not all, the local oficele openly or 
secretly opposed to him, ad I urged that he should put himself into close eonmugion 
ith the Governor-General in such a manner as to give his Excelloney at least. tho 
that he was act ate orders, much as L realised that in 

Colonel Hjalmarson promised me that he 

ber-es-Siltanch, 





























his, port, 
eo his position is assured, and he 
Hie is soon suspected of weaknuss, 
If they sit at Shiraz they will 
ergo contempt, and they on to the road, unless they feel themselves 
tnuch too weak for the task. ‘The result in this ease would probably be equally: bad 

wed by a defeat, and thers would be many defections in. the tubks,” ‘The 
ro likely to be rash thas over-eautious, and one can only sineerély hope, 
with no small misgiving in one's heart, thut they will be as successful as they desorre 
to be, asa return for all the pains they have taken to mike soldiers, at a momont's 
notice, of the material at their disposal, 

It will he a real misfortune for Persia if the gendarmes 1 serious 
reverse, because I have had recently striking illustrations off a belief’ in their 
capability to restrain lawlessness: “Krom Kerinaushab, Luristan, and Seistan repress 
tations have been made to me that the situation in, those places ean only be aiged ty 
the presence of gendarmes, aid a requisition for theie services has buen recently inate fe 
the Kazvin-Resht road, where several caravans have heen robbed of late. Tor the 
present there are, unfortunately, not, enough gendarmes to go round, and the general 
wstoration of order under their auspices ean oily he proceoded with in. nccordance oth 
the amount of money that ean be put at their disposal, 

T have, &. 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 
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Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—{(Received April 7. 
(No. 61.) 


Si Tehran, March 17, 1913. 
ir, 


T HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith, the usual monthly summary of events 
inPoraa for the foun eek ending thelt7@hyMarehy= 


WALTER TOWNLEY. 


tobaceo, 









Enclosure in No, 40, 






to Resht, 






Summary of Eventa in Persia for four weeks ending March 17. 










Tehran. 












‘M. Poklewski-Koziell, the Russian Minister, left Tehran 
Hae I. Sharge. Md Giers, ret 
“ ne Russian Legation, Toft with M. Poklowski, and M. Lissovaky is at 
Se ene NaC MegSAE Mawr Teele, aelioey sets to Ths Majety' 
fegation, Wig had boon on leave th ope returned to Tehran on the 12th Mare, 
Captain Kloin, military attaché to the German Legation, loft Teh on the 
280) Kobruary” vith. tie Ist Gendarmerie detachment for. Shira eprops to 
teavol to Bani and Bagdad whence he writes to zturn to Tehran vid Rermanshab, 
ML. Toombs, Feonch Maitr, Toft with Colonel Hjlmarson on the 1th March fir 
Shira They atu proceeding by motor-car us fur as Abe, whence they will march 
ith the gendarmerie detachment to Shiraz, -M Lecomte wishes to viet the neighbour. 
Hood of Risuroun anion return ‘Tehran il [span Colne] Hialmarson proposes 
hood of Kis i 
vi recat Ma 1a 468 strong with three i" dish officers—of 
Fary oxpeaitionaty force lot Teliran on the 26th February Tor Shiraz. 
ie i aieeae nares te oe ved at Teh "he idle of February to 
reorgauiie theypoligh hase nobryet boty abl, tov bowinl oparaticaa ly owing to the 
ction of the N of the Interior, Z ‘ 
ow aa t he Cubinet has been negotiating with te Regen foe his return 
end the 4 ‘of Wa to Paris to renssare Nast-ul-Mul 
te Se cine meee is halt i hran regarding the mo ments of the 
ox-Shali, and it dn feared that he may be ig. another esc 1 Persia. 
“—y W. A. SMART, 
Acting Oreual Bechler, 
Tehran, March V7, 1913. 





Diplomatic Movements 
for Russia on the 28rd 
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to collect the 
allowance for 


It 








Considerable alarm has been caused in the town by the report of the appointment 
SORE ea enue mit Gen naan cuts prt of the 
irre ines sste st eaaromn lave Casual en hat Hi Mat cy 

ae Sal tetas taliness Gee Coats at NaTOReRE eT 


1 subjects are reported 


















Si 
Russi 











Asterabad. 









Asterabad from Sabsawar on the 13th March. 
ved respecting the colotiisation 


h arrived 
ther particulars have been re 
bourhood of Shirenk: : 











Salar-ed-Dowl 
following 
of the vill 
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The villages purchased by the Russians and colonised by them are >— 


After protracted negotiat 
of the reasons given by his Highness for 1 


‘The tow: 
on all the road 





The Governor-General continues his usurpation of the 
and is himself collecting the revenues from the provinee 
Salari Bahadur, who was in 
‘on the 15th February. 
‘Tho Persian Government ha 
regard to conduct of certain Br 
Tt appears that these men, who were the 


rernained on in Yerd in the hope of obtaining, compensation, and ba 
illicit traffic of arms, 


His Majesty's 
protection from them, 


Considerable dissatisfaction has been caused amor 
of Seistan against the Belgian Director of Finance an 
‘arrea 


‘lis Majesty's consul has warn 
but it appears that M. Paquet hi 
wherewith to coerce them, 


reported from 
caravan neat Naiband, killing eight men and earrying off 300 camele, 


The Governor-General started out on his ex 
Rafsenjan, &e.,on the 9th March, His Majesty's, con 
fhe ang, tt any other measure now possible to restore order in the provinee 

and ou the roads 
as ftussian consul, M. Chiviaicf, has been attempting to intrigue in cortain 
matters of local «| 

Mr. Johns and Mi , 
CHumiaing te ountey between Gwadur and Kerman with regard to the possible 
alignments of a ruilvay, arrived at Kerman on the 19th Janussy, 
remain in the province for two mont 
au especially the alleged coal seanis of the country, 


45 





60 











ns Salar-ed-Dowleh agreed to proveed to Ghilan, One 
departure from Sabsawar was that the 





n that region was too bad for him to smoke. ‘Tho Belgian. director of 
customs at Meshed paid overa sum of 4,00 


}0 tomans (800.) for his expenses on his journey 


has been quiet throughout the month and traf 
ds, Caravans have been arriving from and leay 





has been maintained 
ig fur Shiraz, and reports 





show that the Boir Abmadis in charge of the track between Abadch and Aisnmlek oes 
doing excellent work, 

hhe relations between the Governor and the agent of the ‘Treamror-General 
remain satisfactory, and M. Kornelis is confident. of being able to pay all 


salaries due 





‘ble’ proportion of the pensions out of this year's revenne> 


Yeed, 





inance and other Depart- 


command of the Marvasi expedition, returned to Youd 





recently complained to His Majesty's Legation with 
{nian mubjects (Afchans) in tho province. 
victims of robbery some years. ago, 


came engaged in an 








ister has asked sanction of the Foreign Office to withdraw all 





Seistan, 


get the Sardar and agricultuiate 
subordinates for attempting 
neseason, and making insufficient 





of the past two or three years at 
juries to the old crops. 

ed the Director against taking any precipitate action, 
ius applied for sanction to raise n force of 100, wevy rs 











rjand that a Baluch raiding party of 200 men has attacked 





Kerman. 





ion to Bam, Narmashir, Rudbar, 
isul believes that this foray ywill 





administration, and has unfayor 





bly impressed Captain Lorimer, 
I Sartey of Tah 





Tipper, of the Geol 





who have been 


‘They expect to 
ths while investigating the mineral resources, 
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A large robbery ocourred atsthe beginning of February in which thirteen guards 
were killed, and merchandise belonging. to Hindu merchants to the value of some 
1,300 tomans was looted. 

Kermanshah. 


The town is still disturbed and burglaries are of frequent occurrence. Goods, 
however, continue to arrive by the Kalhur road, where the exactions of the road guards 
are less exorbitant than on the main road. 

A disease resembling plague broke out recently in the Kalhur district. ‘The doctor 
of the Russian Consulate has been sent to investigate and report. 

It is reported that Farman Farma intends to make an expedition to the frontier, 
‘and to enforce the payment of indemnities from the disaffected tribes. 











Shiraz. 

His Majesty's consul reports unfavourably upon the results of the inactivity of the 
Governor-General, : 
iverywhere intriguers and mischief-makers are, he states, becoming bolder and 
more impudent. Meotings sre being regularly held with the object of enabling the 
landowners to refuse to pay any taxes for the last year, and of embarrassing the 
administration in other ways. Only some seventy or éighty men from the Governor. 
General's iow regiment have so far been recruited, and of these some are unsuitable 
‘and some have already deserted, 

Daring the month the telegraph line was wrecked by adherents of Mahommed 
Ali Khan ‘ashe Kazerun, The telegraph employés were prevented, for some 
time, from eflecting any repairs. 

Some 100 mei of the Darya Begi’s took “bast” on the 8th March in the telegraph 
officw at Kazerun demanding arrears of pay, 

Somio fighting is reported from the Mamasenni country between the tribesmen and 
the troops of the Deputy Governor, in which the latter wore defeated by the 
Mamasennis, who eaptured two guns, one of which was taken-to Mahommed Ali Khan 
Kashkuli, 




















Bushire, 


Mme, Constant, the wife of the Belgian Director of Customs, who was retumin; 
with her husband from an ovening party at Bushire, was shot on the 7th March, 
M, Constant, who was seriously wounded, was conveyed to the house of the Residency 
surgeon, where he has continued to make satisfactory progress. 

On the 12th March all the gendarmes, who had buen enlisted by the Swedish 
oficars in Bushire since their arrival on the 18th December, deserted as the result of a 
quarrel with Major Noren Brandel. Sir P. Cox reports that it was only by the merest 
good fortuno that a very serious disturbance in Bushire was avoided. 

‘The Swedish officers in Bushire have now only the men brought with them from 
Shirws, oud it is moat uulikely that any furthor attempt at enlisting will be made 
locally, 














Alnwaz, 


His Majesty's consul reports that the Sheikh of Mohammerah, notwithstanding his 
protestations of unpre 88, appears to have neglected no opportunity of duly 
strengthening himself in view of possible hostilities with the Bakhtiari, Besides 
having, in tho past, aoquirad mmshine. gunw, great wore ‘of Filan, and ergupel 
Europeans qualified to instruct his Arabs, ho is now busy preparing forces to dispatch 
towards Jarrahi, and is hiring a steamerto convey troops on the Upper Karun, Practice 

th machine guns hus recently been carried out under the supervision of four Italians 
in his employ. : 

More favourablo reports have been received from Bahbehan of Amir Mujahed’s 
activity. In conjunction with Sardar-isJang active measures have been instituted 
against certain sections of the Kubgilu, and several forces are operating in the field 
against them, 

‘The Lynch road continues passable to mules, and merchandise is passing freely. 


























Bunder Abbas, 

News was received at His Majesty's Legation on the 28th February that 
Mr. Greene, « member of the party who was surveying between Bunder Abbas and 
‘ask, had been robbed near Jillabi by # raiding party. 
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Following on this report came the news on the 12th March that f 2 
armed Babarlu raiders had entered the Bunder Abbas district, and had rated village, 
Ailes east and west of the town. ‘Tho British survoy party'was attackeil at Dehnan, Eat, 





succeeded 1n driving off the tribesmen, Simultaneous reports froin Lineal 
that a lange foreo was being collected near Lah with the intention of eROLTe ine 
bas. 

His Majesty's ships atrived off Bander Abbas on the 14th March, but notwith: 
standing their presence an ntiack was made on the town on the 16th Mardy tke 
Sfnior naval officer reports (the 17th March) that the position is somewhat critical, ana 
hat Pri subjects bave been invited to repair to tho consulate, One offeen forty, 
pe blugjackets, and two Maxims have been landed to reinforew tho consular guard, ee 


fifty more men are being brought up from Jask, 
COLERIDGE KENNARD. 
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(No. W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.--(Reeeived April 7.) 
Sir, 





Sore Tehran, March 17, 1918, 
WITH reference to my telegram No. 89 of the Sth instant, I have the. Honote to 


trnsmit herewith copy of the letter addressed by thy representative of the Ponies 


Railways S; Government accepting the option for the construction. 
abad Railway, 











syndicate tw the Per 
of the Mobiammerah—Khores 








Thave, &e, 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 
re 


Enclosure in No, 41. 
Mr. Wood to Vossuk-vd-Dowleh, 


Your Excellency, Tehran, Mareh 4, 1918 

the oN behalf the Persian Railways Sync ted), I have the honour: to acoopt 
he railway option as set forth in the letter you kindly handed to me on the aud 

and of which the following isan English translation 2 ns (©7008 the nd instant 


;\ To Mr. Wood, director of the Imperial Bank of Persia and represontativy of 

















rah, oF some spot 
ntioned syndicate 


ioned 
the drawing up 
necessary, the Persi 

‘and survey from nov: in 





before the end of thi 
operations of the surveyors, the 
presenting the result of th 

which the above-mentioned oper 






period fix for 
to that during 





Thave, &e. 
A. 0. WOOD, 
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(15874) No, 42, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received April 7.) 


fo. 4. Confidential, 
Se ae Tehran, March 17, 1913. 
ALTHOUGH the 


ipahdar, on whom no 
province entirely in the hands 
i, wh is not probably such an al 
is gencrally belioved, is reckoned a strong supporter of the ex-Shak 
Tearned from the movement above referred to was that the Bakhtiaris lave managed to 
1 thoroughly hated throughout the country by their habits of pillage, 
reason doubtful if they could be counted upon to play such x prominent 
part ow they did on the last occasion, should Mahommed Ali again endeavoured to 
recover his throue, ‘The general public would probably: prefer to accept the rule of the 
former Sovereign, whos misdeeds have been largely forgotten, rather than put them- 
solves under the cruel heel of the Bakhtiari sowars. - Moreover, Chave been warned by 
Sardar Assad that the lato Ministers, Sumsam-us-Sultauch and Sardar Motasem, who 
rusrot the fruits of oflice of which they are now deprived, are listening to the tempt 
voico of te ex-Shah’s supporters here, who promise them that Mohammed Ali wil 
treat, thon better than does the present Cabinet. ‘There may be some reason for this 
warning because, Inst summer, when the return of the ex-Shah yas firmly believed in 
by many people, Simsam-ns-Silltaneh asked M. Poklowsky to at least give h 
notiew of his arrival in order that he might make his peace with His Majesty. 
‘Thorw is no doubt that the agents of Mohammed Ali, Mira. are busy in ‘Tebran 
un) that a strenuous expaign in hi favour is eg eared on in Europe, 
is undoubtedly workings hurd, but it. is not clear whether itis in fi 
that of his fate mater, whim hie misses no opportunity for abus 
ive proof that he means what he says, for no man among the Persians 
is moty skilled at concealing his feelings than is Saad-ed-Dowleh, ae 
Ain-ed-Dowleh, the Kajar Priuey, who is now Minister of the Interior, is also not 
Above suspicion. It ix well known thit hs ik. not in sympathy w 
Zabinst, how he looks upon ax a pack. of dennerats who ought tobe all elappe 
Despite his promises before taking office to further the march of reform as 
mich as he might be able, and his assorances that he fully realised how times have 
changed and was prepared to accept the altered situation, he hus not worked cordially 
in support of such measures as the reform of the Police Administration, by the aid of 
the Swedish police officers, who have buen specially engaged by the P 
the whitewashing of the municipality under the guidance of « Bel 
dovelopment of the gendarmerie. ‘That Ain-ed-Dowleh has been obstructive to the 
above-mentioned paths to progress would not be of rauch importance, as such an attitude 
on his part was discounted beforehand and can be overborne, but it is more serious 
that there should be grounds for suspecting: that he is attached to some secret movement 
that he would not stop at furthering by a coup d’Etat, if occasion required it, though it 
is hard to see where hie would find the armed force that he would want to support him, 
One can hardly associnte Ainsed-Dowleh with the Bakhtiaris or the gendarmes, and he 
is not on very cordial terms with the Cossack Brigade, although he never misses a 
opportunity of comparing that Russophil branch of the Persian defensive syste 
With the gendarmerie, greatly to the former's advantage. It is possible thut His 
Highness Teging to rebel against the realisation of the fact that the success of the 
gendarmerie, and of the financial administration under M. Mornard, means the end of 
the lucrative system of Provincial Governors, and the death of graft, as it has been 
carried on sysieinatically in Persia for ages past, to the great personal benetit of the 
Dig functionaries, but tothe proportionately damning ruin of the people. 
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Salar-ed-Dowleh is another thorn in the side of the Government, who found him as 
a legacy bequeathed to them by the last administration, who had consenited to pardon 
hhim, pension him, and restore his properties on condition that he came to live in or 
neat Tehran. The idea of the Prince living at Tehran, in close propinquity to men like 
Saad-ed-Dowlch and the dissatisfied Bakhtiari leaders, alarmed the sew: Cabinet, and 
they proposed that he should be given a governorship somewhere in Azerbaijan, This 
proposal found no favour in the eyes of Shuja-ed-Dowleh, the Russian consuls concerned, 
or the Government of St. Petersburgh, which proposed that he should be named 
Governor-General of Ghilan, Most reluctantly the Government found themselves 
obliged to fall in with this proposal, and the erstwhile rebel is now at Bonder-Gez on 
his way to his post. ‘The Regent has protested against the appointment of sitch a man 
‘us Governor-General of a province of which Resht is the capital, as this town is the key 
to Northern Persia, and the gate by which all travellers enter and leave the country. 
It is still possible that the appointment may not be made effective, and that the Prince 
may be induced to proceed to Europe, because he has made a condition that he shall be 
met at Enzeli by  delogate of the Iossian Consulavo-Gnoral, a¢ Recht with an eacort 
of Russian Cossacks, and that 200 of the same, with two officers, shall be attached to 
him (a Persian Governor-General) during all the time that, he may remain at Resht, 
The Persian Government cannot accept such a condition, nnd it would seem unlikely 
that the Russian Government would grant the request, 

Since the departure of Sipahdar, upon whose shoulders Shuja-ed-Dowleh. clever! 
shifted all the responsibility for the recent subversive movement in Azerbaijan, to whicl 
allusion has buen mde above, all would appesr to have buen quiet in that provinee, in 

i the continued presence of Russian troops is such a marked feature, ‘This shows 
that Shuja has got a powerful hold over the population, Only a fow weeks ago the 
Government. would have been alarmed ut the position that it is clear that. Shuja 
occupies in Tabriz, but to-day their suspicions appear to have been somewhat lulled by 
the cordiality of his assurances. of submission to the wishes of the Cabinet, Tt is now 
argued that Samad Khan was once 
be such 


fovernment forces haye 

Rumour says that Lur marauders are most 

Buryjrd and Sultanabad, and the promisoy the 

n itary forees to their assistance are likely to remain 

unfulfilled. Even on the much-frequented road between Kazvin und Resht, caravans 

have been robbed Intely, showing: that no road ean be considered really wife from the 
robber epidemic that is ruining the trade of the country. 

With the approach of spring robberies have commenced again on the main central 
caravan roads, though during the winter months the trade routes have been kept fairly 
well open. The news from Shiraz is not very reassuring, ‘The Governor-General docs 
not appear to have succeeded in establishing ity, and Kavam-ul-Mulle seems 
to play a part whi y al than that of the Governor-General 
himself, Tt is too early yet to judge of the temper of the tribes, but dealers in forecasts 
appear to anticlate a ery digirbed! sing as/abos\ an] the eigiatan eamimenods 

avam-ul-Mulk has been deputed by Mukhber-es-Sultanch to lead an expedition against, 
certain Arab tribes that require a lesson, as an example to others, ‘The Governor- 
General himself, so far has no force, it would seem, with which he could operate ayainst 
the Kashgulis or other troublesome Kashgai tribes; whilst Soulet-ed-Dowleh, though 
restored to Government favour and once more Tkhani of the Kashgais, would appear 
to be either sitting on the fence or to have lost his foriner authority. The Government 
profess great faith in the assurances of Soulet, and count much upon his eo-oyeration 
1m the work the gendarmes have to perform, but it seems hard to believe that he will 
assist very genuinely in spoiling his own game, 

Little is heard from Kerman where the Governor-General has started on ap 
expedition intended to impress his personality on the people at the same time that 
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arrears of revenue are collected. ‘This silence means, it may be hoped, that the 
situation is quiet, From the south-western provinces come rumours that the Bakhtiaris 
and the Sheikh of Moliammerah are on bad terms, and that hostilities between them 
ave threatened. |The whole question has been, dealt with in a, separate despatch, 
If one could believe a half of what the Bakhtiaris say of themselves one could plice 
some faith in the telegrams sent from Behbehan by Amir Mujahed, in which he reports 
that with the assistano: of a foree of some 3,000 men sent by Sardar Jang from 
Malamir, he has succeeded in inflicting severe defeats with heavy loss upon Kuby 
and Boer Ahmedis, While doubting the Bakhtiari figures respecting the kille 
the captured, the Government are inclined to believe that repressive measures have 
boon carried ‘out on a fairly large scale, such as may allow hope to be entertained that 
the robber tribes have had a lesson that will keep them off the Ahwaz-Ispahan road 
this summer, N 
‘As T have pointed out in another despatch much will depend upon the success 
‘of the gendarmes, but as such success can only be problematical, it behoves us, 
under the circumstances as shown above, to look about: for a policy should the 
gendarmes fiil and a large inerease of disorders ensue. It is by no means improbable 
that «demand may be made for the restoration of Mol \ za. on the throne, 
an there ary many thoughtful peop r 
fare not inspired by greed of possible gain or by political aspirations who o 
tint tho rottin of the ex-Shih would be the best solution of an impossibly complicated 
situation, es 
It is, perhaps, unnecessary for me to point out to you, Sir, how reasmable 
to foresee that the position of British interests. in Persia would be most seriously 
ailvcted by the return of the ex-Shah, is essential, in the support of those 
interests, that. we, should consider the question in all its bearings independently of the 
possibility that the conclusions arrived at may appear to have ‘ussian bins. 
$0 not think thnt such vwill bo found to be the case on a close examination of the 
facts, even if such may appear to be the natural deduction on a cursory glance at 
the situation, 
Tr would bo useless to disguise from ourselves that the return of Mobarnmed Ali 
would be considered here and in Burope as a signal vietory for Russian diploma 
portance if they have nothing but their fice value, but 
6 would, fon, be exceedingly far-reaching. 
‘1 race of tr the return of the ex-Shah would 
Ide paramount throughout 
ft is fir from my. wish to suggest for a moment that the 
ment or Legation would take advantage of the position thus created 
to push their influence southwards into that part of the neutral zone in which British 
intorosta always have been, and still are to-day, paramount, No such effort on their 
part would be necessary. ‘The circumstanices themselves would cause their influence 
out into the neutral zone, Despite the cordial relations now existing 
n the two Governments, and the fact that the Persian Government has fully 
that the two Legations are now working together in perfect accord and haye 
generality of Persians have not forgotten the old time rival 
1 untries, and it is much to be feared that a certain anti-Briti 
spirit would be engendered in the south which would be detrimental to British 
interests, and that those who are now proud to count themselves our friends 
would think to curry favour with Russia by putting obstacles in the way of our 
trade and traders, “A situation would thus be created in a zone where each has 
nominally equal rights which would inevitably lead to friction between the two 
Governionts. 
T have heen considering this question in all its aspects for some months, and T 
beg with great diffidence to submit the conclusion I have reached. Tam of o 
that, should it be decided that the ex-Shah should return to Persia, the neutral 
liminated, and two Persias, a northern and a southern, with distinctive 
in the north under such 


as the 
supervision. Such an arrangement would safeguard British interests, would do away 
with the evident disadvantage of a coterminous frontier that would result from 
partition, wotild preserve Persia for the and would mark out Anglo-Russian, 
rights in the neutral sphere in a manner that “at value to both England 
and Russia should events in Asiatic Turkey develop in such a way as to give an 
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‘opportunity for any third Power to entertain aspirations in that part of Peri 
2 ersia, 
Lastly, it would seem to me that such an arrangement should gerve ean ae 
Anglo-Russian understanding respecting Persia that, cannot fill to be highly tried in 
the future Uy fection that mast arse should it be fle that Ttssinn inlluenes is 
ally pushing us out of a country in whi g-establi i 
such an nora bearing ‘on our Boe iain in ee Pee SENS TC 
have deemed the moment. come when I should lay theae views before you, Six 
but Torus that my doing so will not be taken a8 sign that T consider the ittiation 
ire a5 hopeless. Such is not the ease, but Ido think it oritioa, 1 see many prosls 
of progress and of the fact thet the work of the fnancil administration and sf the 
gendarmerie is bearing fruit, insignificant though the crop may be at prosent, in ils 
bret year of actual working, Yet therw aro other signs that all is not well, end the 
very fact that the above-mentioned administrations are making themsolves. felt 
may serve to rouse the offical classes which have grown rich on the abusce wo ara 


striving to exterminate to a supreme effy ke ; 
ie P fort to wreck the work of the European 


T have, &e, 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 
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Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received April 7.) 
(R065. Very Confidential) 
ir, 


ti 


with him. 1 
upon the 


would open the 

hy and he even 

return of Mohammed Ali Del 
He here took occasion to 


His Majesty's Gov 
His Majesty's Government 


of ansity called 
a cx. y loxraphed to you, 
Sir a the request of the, Minis gu Afisrs, «.communioation had. Loon 
alee to peat ht hem to exercise the utmost 
Thee at rh Russian territory, 


language tl 
language averse to a return of the 
the situation that might 











T mentioned to his Highness that I had heard rumours that Ain-ed-Dowleh is 
suspected of disaffection, and that he is accused of obstructing. such progressive 
schemes as the gendarmerie, the reorganisation of the police, and of the municipality 
with the co-operation of foreign advisers, i eG 

His Highness strongly defended Ain-ed-Dowleh, who, he said, was doing his best to 
forward reform mensures, despite his being a Persian of the old sehool, his only aim 
heing that the work of reform should not be retarded instead of furthered by too 
precipitate action, 


ve, Ke. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 





(15142) 
onley to Sir Kidward Grey.—(Received April 3.) 


Tehran, March By ee 
ference to your telegram No. 109 of the 6th instant, I have the h 
ith eojtes of telegraphic cnrrespondence which’ has passed between 
His Majesty's consul-general at Bushite, His Majesty's consul at Shiraz, and myself, 
‘sulject of the nationality of the foreign officer or officers required to organise 
© Persian force for the Governor-General of Fars, 

‘As you will seo, Sir, we are all agreed that it is highly desirable that, foreign 

hhould be invoked, but that whereas Iam strongly of opinion that as long as 

ndurmerie in Bars remains under Swedish officers the Governor-General’s foree 

should be instructed by officers of that nationality, Sir Perey Cox and Major O'Connor 
‘ure equally convinced that the foreign officers should be British. 

Froun the point of view of the suitability of the officer there can, of course, be no 
two opinions. Probably no European officers could be found who, in, consequence of 
thoir experience with Orientals, are more naturally fitted to turn out as competent a 
force as the material nt their disposal would allow, but one must consider, in my opinion, 
both the political side of the question and the fuct that there is a serious danger. that 
riotion would ensue were the two military establishments at Shiraz to be handled by 
Officers of difforent nationality, Ws 

Looking at the quostion from the political standpoint, we have to bear in mind that 
the province of Fars is in the neutral zone, a fact which long habit and the 
predominance of British interests incline people to. forget, and that, presumably, the 
‘Appointment of British officers to command or organise a force would require 
tho concurrence of the Russian Government. Little or no opposition to such appoint 
ments would probably be made, but the door would be opened for a demand on the part 
‘of Russia for the employment of Russian o northern zone, in which Russian 
interop bnve been dadared paramount (ae 

Again, were British officers to be engaged for Fars, some slur would inevitably be 
east upon ‘the Swedish officers, who have been working hard and conscientiously for 
more than «year in Persia, and their position would suffer accordingly. ‘The very 
argumonts used by Sir P, Cox and Major O'Connor that they are wanting in tact and 
‘experience of Orientals would be brought up against them. Very unfortunately, 
doleots in thoir charactor havo. been brought ont somewhat. glaringly at Bushire and 
Shirwe by officers who are peculiarly ill-suited for the delicate duties they have had to 
perform. Some of the officers now at Tehran have acquired no small knowledge of what 
may be called the diplomacy of « Swedish instructor's life, and they are acquiring a 
certain insight into the difelt art of understanding and humouring Persians, whilst 
taking then do their duty. [should be sory iideed to, see any obstacle put in 
their Way afler the really great fight they have made against Persian ill-will and 
‘obstruction, 

T should be obliged, Sir, if you would give @ final decision upon this question. 
My views are entirely unbiased. [am sure that British officers would do, the work 
better than any others, but for the reasons given above Iam strongly of opinion that 
it would not be politie to select any but Swedish officers for the work in hand. 
Sir P. Cox und Major O'Connor are equally strongly of the opposite opinion, and it 
makes a difficult task here harder to bave to encouiter their sustained opposition to 
what T have understood to be your opinion, 
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I trust, Sir, that you will in no way consider my feelings should you think that the 
arguments put forward by Sir P, Cox and Major O'Connor have more weight than mine, 
seeing that they are more favourably placed than I am to judge of how far local 
conditious outweigh what seem to me serious political considerations, 

I have much pleasure in calling your special attention ty Major O'Connor's 
telegram No, 97, which eontaing an appresation by Mukhber-es-Sultaieh of the fast 
of the gendarmerie that is highly satisfactory, and reveals, moreover, a more friendly 
feeling to that foree on the part of the Governor-General than I had reason to believe 
existed at the present moment, 

Thave, &, 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 


Enclosure 1 in No, 44, 


Major O'Connor to Sir W. Townley. 
No. 80.) 
(Telegraphic.) 

_ PARAMOUNT necessity in South Persia is restora 
This can only be accomplished by armed force If 
Governor-General must still have a force wherewith to 
outlying districts, In order to form such a foree, 
and in order that it may be efficient, European inspector and superviser are indispens 
sable. Tt is true Governor-General’s ‘new. regiment is not making very. satisfuctor 
Drogress but that is due partly to local intrigues, which ean bo eventually cireurnvented 

tly tock of proper superiion, But in any care ten will accor of later te 
forthooming, if not from Fars, then from other parts of Persia, 

1 am therefore of opinion advantage should be taken of this opportunity of 
procuring arms and ammunition. But I would at the some time venture to urge tpon 
your Excellency necessity of securing services of European or American officer to 
organise provincial forces as a whole, and I would venture to suggest that although 
His Majesty’s Government do not approve of supply. being conditional on employ of 
Brith offcury they might possibly consent to impese couition thu offers of some 
other nationality should be employed. With such assistance there is no reason why 
geod local force should not be raised, and I see no reason to suppose any friction need 
Arise between them and gendarmerie which could not be easily allayed, In view of the 
fact that we are fnancing the administration, and that. future order and collection. of 
revenue depend on raising of efficient. foros, itis clearly to our interest to ensure that 
ur expenditure produces proper result 

Tpresume quantity of arms and ammunition sanctioned is that originally proposed 
by me, namely, 1,000 and 500,000 respectively. 

(Repeated Bushire 42,) 


Shiras, March 8, 1913. 
mand maintenance of order, 
ndarmerie take over roads, 

‘eop order among tribes and in 

arms and ammunition are required ; 


Enclosure 2 in No, 44, 


Licutenant-Oolonel Sir P. Cox to Government of India. 


Bushire, March 13, 1913, 
ram No. 120 
see last part of Government of India’s telegr 
er Eee ‘overnment of India’s telegram to Secretary of State 
reference to above correspondence, T am in general agreement with th 
constl at Shiraz {inking employment of European acer esont i estgert 
strongly of epinion that to be of any use they must be British Indian officers and 


T have now had some mon! 


iths’ experience of the Swedes and their work. ‘They 


are good men and true, but entirely lack ex 


learn, and easily imposed upon. It might perhaps be possible to find other foreign 
Jess tncompromising” and tore tastfil, but I'do not! know where we mee Geld 
them. Moreover, it seems to me that no detached handful of European officers, who 
do not enjoy moral support of some manifest embodiment of force, ean hope for success, 
and ee = sre only category in regard to which the latter factor can bo present, 
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rience of Oriental character, are slow to 
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must even be doubtful if British officers can cope with tribes of Fars until one 
eae pier ‘of them has been made a severe example of. But at all events ee 
tmployment affords the best hope of success, and I therefore earnestly hope that His 
Majesty's Government will be ange to reconsider their decision, 
(Addressed India; repeated Minister and Shiraz) 


Enclosure 3 in No. 44. 
Sir W. Tounley to Major O'Connor. 


Shira, March 12, 1918 
‘on for suggesting that the choiee of a foreign officer for the Governor- 
Gonerat's fires should stand over until Colonel Hjalmarson arrives, i that 1 am still of 
opinion that the officer should be a Swede, ‘The appointment of an officer of any other 
tationality, would. inovitably lead to trouble between the two forces, which might 
digoredit: the gendas pon which we have spent much more money than we have 
dir the aliafaiteation of Kurs, and upon which we are dependent for whatever chance 
may oxiat of order being re-established in Persia generally. As you have seen from a 
previous telegram, His Majesty's Government do not concur with the Government of 
Pitt in tho opinion tht a British offieor would be muitable. I have not gathered from 
any of your previous telegrams that the Governor-General has himself expressed any 
ehnito opinion upon this point, or has asked for a foreign officer at all. T have fairly 
gol roan to Believe. that ik. Excellency is not very genuine in his support of the 
gendarm UT think that it is undesirable to yield to x man whose sinocrity I 
distrust, Were the point submitted to the Persian Government they would undoubtedly 
choose a Swede, and Ido not, see where a foreign officer of any other nationality is to 
found, as he cannot be a subject of a Great Power 
erat a aol uaertan fo What loan you tate ax 00 moneys so fur advanced by His 
Majesty's Government are secured upon the revenues of Fars. 
(Repeated to Bushire,) 


Enclosure 4 in No. 44, 


Major O'Connor to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 94.) P a tess 
(Tolographic.) Shiraz, March 21, 1913. 
YOUR tologram No, 68 
In tho course of conversation with the Governor-General last night q 
‘employmet ‘ign oflicer to or; local forces cropped up and Gover 
expressed: ‘ag strongly in favour of idea; he says principle of employ 
in capacity of inspectors or supervisors of Persian troops is one which has been accepted 
Rnaeeeanennizan many years past, and utility of which he thoroughly recognises. 
should, however, only be employed as adviser and inspector, not as executive 
nmandant, ‘and provided this is understood, Governor-General would welcome 
ployment of any foreign officer of suitable capacity and qualities including Swede to 
“organise local forces. ‘i 
‘These views are in entire accordance with my own, My idea has always beeu that 
foreign officer should hold the same relation to Persian troops as do our inspecting 
officers of Imperial Service troops in a native State in India. I am, however, still very 
strongly of opinion that British oflicer would be more suitable than any other. Duties 
would require much tact, and knowledge of the language seems almost indispensable. 
Officer would have to interest himself in every detail, and would, in practice, have to 
control the whole organisation without openly appearing to do so, and would have to 
¢ friendly touch with Persian officers without allowi his in fluence to be seen too 
clonrly, 1 Was myself for some years with Imperial Service troops in Kashmir,and under 
stand something of the difficulties of the position and necessity for tact and knowledge of 
the language. In these qualities Swedes with all their good points seem to be lamentably 
lacking, aud, indeed, I kuow no other country than Great Britain which eould produce 
exactly the suitable type of man, koe 
In your telogram Under reply your Exeelleney says that His Majesty's Government 
do not concur with the Government of Tridia in’ opinion that British officer would be 
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suitable, I did not understand from Foreign Office telegram No. 109 that this was so. 
That telegram merely states that His Majesty's Government do not prpose to attach 
ion of employment of British officer to ee of arms and ammunition, which is 
ferent matter. I, of course, realise that. there may be reasons of State wl 
is Majesty's Government from sanctioning employment of Bitish flier in 
South Paris, but I venture very respectfully to suggest that this might be reconsidered, 
as urged by Sir P. Cox in his telegram No, 131, with contents of which I am in entire 
went; and I again venture to express opinion that there is no reason to fear 
fiction between gendarmerie and officer charged with supervision of local forces, Duty 
of the latter would be merely to tielp to male an indifferent organiention effectivo, an 
this duty need Iii no. way dash ‘with duties of the geadanparte olfeers,. This onition 
vas much strengthened By views expressed by. Governor-General Ist night regarding 
gendarmerie generally, and which I am communicating to you in another telegram. In 
conclusion, I would beg very respectfully to represent to your Excellency that my views 
in this matter are shared by all Europeans on the spot most capable of forming sound 
opinion upon loal conditions and qualities ot Sveti cia ar Han Oeeinate 
that they are shared by Sir P. Cox, And, if your Excellency sees no objection, 
T venture to suggest that they nay be submitted to His Majeity’s Government, as 
employment of British officer in capacity suggested would, I think, go a long way 
towards restoration and maintenance of order in South Persia. 
(Repeated Bushire 64, who will please repent to India,) 


Enclosure 5 in No, 44, 


Major O'Connor to Sir W. Townley, 
(No. 97.) 
(Telographic.) Shiraz, March 21, 1913, 

MY telogram No, 94. 

in conversation last night Governor-General expressed himself very frankly on 
subject of Swedish gendarmerie, and he asked me to communicate his views to you 
In the first place he expressed his recognition of the many excellent qualities of the 
Swedish officers and his unqualified approval of the whole of the gendarmerie system 
hich he has hitherto loyally supported, and will continue to support, He pointed out 
that when he arrived here the gendarmerie were under u cloud, and had suffered much 
in prestige, and were on bad: terms with Kayam, &e, Since his arrival he haa 
encouraged Major Siefvert to dispose his men on the Bushire road, aud result of limited 
esperience has been on the whole highly satisfactory, has ralsed. the prestige of 
gendarmerie, and augurs well for their future success on ‘the whole of the main trade 
road from Bushire to northern frontier of Fars. Ouly adverse criticism Governor 
General has to make is in referencs to inexperience of officers themselves, which in the 
circumstances is inevitable, and they are reluctant either to souk or to. flow advice of 
himself or other persons better equipped with local experience than they are. ‘This 
attitude brings them into constant, collision with local prejudices and leads to many 
guite unnecessary difficulties and misunderstandings, and tends to make foree unpopular, 
Governor-General quoted specific instances in support of his views. He proposes to 
discuss matters fat with commuindant ou arivel 

T think on the whole Governor-General’s roview of situation is a fuir 


possible that he may at times have experienced some nob unnatunil irritation at 

attitude of Swedish officers, but T have no reason to think that he has ever failed in 

bis support of gendarmerie as such, Attitude uf Major Siofeort towards loal authorities 
a 


has of late been much more tactful and cordial, and T hope and believe that gendarmerie 
will eventually succeed in their difficult task. 

At the sme time Governor-General’s remarks have convinced mé more than ever 
that Swedes are not the persons best fitted to. undertake reorganisation of Persian 
troops, and it would also appear probable that gendarmerie will continue to receive loyal 
backing from Governor-General even should that task be confided to officer of another 
nationality. 


(Repeated Bushire.) 


————__—_———_ 
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[15823] No. 45. 
Note communicated by Hakki Pasha, April 7, 1913. 


LA ligne frontibre part d'un point situé entre Nechya (cheflieu de la commune 
du Aone een pendant du caus de Kourna) et Havizé, et environ neuf heures a8 
distance a Touest Mo celui-ci, Elle traverse le territoire de Hafiré (35 kilom, aut nord- 
tat do Ziridji sur le Chateel-Arab), allant vers Vest et Inissant le Kouchki-Havizé 
fla Perse ot le Kouehk-i-Basra ila Turquie, Elle poursuit & Vest, en aissant Ia petite 
collin de Kabe Hamyos a Ja Purgnie, le point nommé Mafraha ou Houré & la Perse, la 
eolline Almoufaysal (h 12 kilom. de Kabe Hamyos) Ia Turquie et le terrain plat ae 
Chouaibi Ala Perse, Elle traverse done le milion de cos points et, tournunt vers 
nt In colline Barass (’ 8 kilom.), formée des ruines «un ancien auberge, 
at los ruines du village nommé Chatt-el-Hamili (7 kilom.) & Ia Perse, 
é ture Ie territoire nommé Ebougérazir, distant de lom. de Bay 
niliew d'une hauteur de 2 métres, qui s’étend en longueur et qui est 

ladd et arrive ainsi au confluent de In 
‘se trou au nord extréme de I'ile 
|-Hassassif et sgpare Te bourg persan Filié du territoire ottoman de 
Ghehlé ou Djcare-al-Aghvat, Du couluent svete front 

issant A la Turquie les iles Oummeul-Hassassif et Ow 7 3 

aa sein las le le tee Chellecutlagsnss ot Chehlet«uLObéid appartiennent 
{la Durquie (ces iles dépendent, du Moukata’a Seyhan de Basra) et les tles Cheblet- 
Gbou Sellonb, Hudji Rachid, Sovard, Zair HussGin dépendent de a Perse. Wile 
Mouhalln appartiont A In Perse et Filo Bairié (qui se trouve au sud de Mouhalla et non 
pas aut nord) & la Turquie. 


Londres, te 7 avril, 1913. 


















































16478) No. 46. 


Sir Baward Grey to Sir 





~, Townley). - 
No. 177, * 
(Tolographie,) Foreign Office, April 7, 1913, 

YOUR telegram No, 115 of th April: Advance for Fans, 7 

As regards lighting and buoyage of Persian Gulf, His Majesty's Government 
consider that, unless thero is reason to think that Persian Government will now aecept 
proposed stipulation as to formal agreement in terms set forth in clause 2 of my 
telegram No. 113 of Sth March, best course will be to withdraw it aogether, When 
informing Persian Government that it is withdrayen, you should add that His Majesty's 
Government rogard themselves as possessing, prescriptive right to control of lighting 
and buoying arrangements in the Gulf, w n arose, they would not 
hesitate to enforce. 


Arrangemont ar 





























1 at regarding your supervision of expenditure is sufficient. 

‘As regards Bahireinis and trucial subjects, vou should make statement in sense of 
Jast paragraph of my telegram No. 113 of 8th March. 
ject to the above conditions and tender system for purchases, you may draw: 
fon Imperial Bank of Persia and may pay over first month's instalment of Fars 
advance. 

























(15465) No. 47. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan 
vlogs R Foreign Office, Aprit 7, 1913. 





YOUR telegram No, 134 of dth April: Ex-Shah. f 
You should express to Minister for Foreign Affairs many thanks for this 
information. 
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No. 48. 
Foreign Office to Mr. Greenway. 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 7, 1913. 

WITH reference to the letter from this Office of the 28th ultimo, relative to the 
proposed survey of the alignment of the Mohammerah—Khoremabad Railway, I am 
directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that he has received a further 
telegram from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran reporting that the Persian Government, 
in reply to the communication made to them by Mr. Wood, made a formal protest 
against the dispatch of the party without reference to Tehran, and refused to recognise 
it or be responsible for its safety. Sir W, Townley induced the Persian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs to substitute for this reply a more conciliatory one, accepting the 
surveyors as making a reconnaissance, and expressing the hope that one or two of the 
engineers employed could visit Tehran in May with a view to see whether arrangements 
can be made without further survey. ‘To this suggestion Mr. Wood has replied that 
the engineers will not be able to spare time to come to Tehran, and has asked the 
Persian Government to send an engineer to Mohammerah at once, 

‘The Persian Government contend that under the option letter they only. agreed to 
meet expenses of a preliminary survey, and that if they are expected to pay for work 
to be undertaken by the syndicate’s engineers it would havo been more courteous on 
the part of the syndicate to enter into communication with the Government before 
sending the surveyors to Mohammerab, ‘The Persian Government complain that they 
are in complete ignorance of the approximate cost of the proposed reconnaissance, and 
do not even know whether it is intended to be the preliminary survey which ‘they. 
undertook to carry out in co-operation with the syndicate, 

‘They state that they have no engineer whom they can send to Mohammerah 
immediately, and assert that, owing to the heat, surveying operations in the south will 
be impossible until September or later. 

Tam to state that, before again telegraphing to Sir W. 






































ownley, Sir B, Grey 





would be glad to receive any observations which you may have to offer on the above 
message. 


Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLET, 


(16138) No. 49. 


Board of Trade to Foreign Offic {Received April 8.) 
(Confidential,) 
Sir, Board of Trade, April 1, 1913, 

LAM directed by the Board of ‘Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
tho 28th March, transmitting eopy of a despatch from His Majesty's consulsgeueral. at 
Bushire (with enclosures) relative to the proposed increase of the Persian customs 
duties, and to offer the following observations thereon for Sir B. Grey's consideration, 

As already indicated in their letter of the Ist March, the Board share the grave 
doubts expressed by Sir P. Cox as to tho utility and propriety of some of the purposes 
to be served by the loan for which the proposed customs surtax is to be security; but 
they have reason to believe that British traders would not object to tho surtax provided 
that it be applied to all goods entering Persia, and be accompanied by an effective 
guarantee that an adequate portion of the loan, or preferably of the yield of the surtax, 
would be utilised for the protection of the trade routes of Southern Persia. 

With regard to the first proviso, the Board agree with Mr. Chick, that the 
restriction of the surtax to sugar and cotton goods, as apparently suggested by 
M. Mornard, ould be altogether inequitable and. open to tie. strongest, possible 
objection. As regards the second, Tam to point out that the increased security of the 
roads would no doubt be followed by a reduction in the present heavy rates for the 
insurance and transport of goods, and that the effect of the surtax would thereby be 
considerably mitigated. 

_ The Board appreciate the foree of Sir P. Cox's contention that any increase of the 
duties may result, in an extension of smuggling along the Gulf, but tho alternative 
methods of taxation proposed by him appear to require in the first place the 
establishment of order and extensive administrative reform. It is at least possible 
{1629} Q 
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i i : 5 ngglin 

‘at an efficient gendarmerie would in some measure act as a check upon smuggling, 
aoe ce creunt ine Board seo no other inmnediately practical solution of the existing 
ficulties, “atharae 

Tam to add that the Board would deprecate any attempt at a rovision o 

Porsinn custome tariff at the present time, particularly as, they see mo reason for such 
action inthe interest of the British export trade in cotton goods ; and that they are 
disposed t0 think it would be inadvisable to, endeavour to, secure dilferentiation in 
favour of crystal sugar (ns suggested by Mr. Chick), since if it were acoorded it wood 
be dilfienlt for the Persian Government to resist demands from other quai 


special treatmont of other commodities. 








1 ec. 
H. LLEWELLYN SMITH. 









[16208] No. 50. 
Note communicated by M. de Btter, April 8, 1913. 


SANS se rendre exactement compte de la nature des réclamations turques par 
rau Nit cha, 1e Gouvernement russe persiste. & me. pas admettre Tee 
‘concossions qu ite dds ‘Abacjik, Koss, Liakhidjan et Vesné. 
ve Quant Zohab, la ligno frontiére devrait étre tracée par les Ambassadeurs de 

nople, Waceord entre eux, et, si nécessaire, apros 



















En présence de léventualité d'une crise: ministerielle prochaine en ‘Turquie, le 
Cabinot do Suint-Pétorsbonrg eonsidine qui fut proeéder sans retard aux pourparlers 
sur Ja base do la noto responsive turque, afin Warriver aussi vite que possible 2 I 
onclusion de la que ig 
EA nner ‘i chargé M. de Giers de faire des représentations pressantes 
dans ce. sens auprls du Gouvernement ottoman. Tl aime espérer quele Gouvernement 
britannique. voudra bien charger son Ambassadeur d’appuyer Gnergiquement ces 
démarches de son colldgue de Russie. fs R 

Horna oenoment Tinpetil. est davis que dnns les circonstances présentes lo 


roglement de In quostion, sins délai, s'impose: 


Ambassade Tmpériate de Russie, Londres, 
Ww 8 avril, 1913. 









































(16182) No, 51. 
Sir FP, Curtright to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 8.) 
No. 55 : aw 
{ei phic.) R. Vienna, April 8, 1913. 
YOUR tologram No, 130 of 4th April. 








igu Affairs yesterday whether he had any 
rat present in Austria, He told me that 
ject from the police, and to 


{asked the Austrian Minister for 
mnformation ws to the ex-Shah of Persia being 
hie hind none, but he promised to make enquiries on the sul 
lot me know. 














(15385) No. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W, Townley. 
{talegre *hio) Foreign Ofice, April 8, 1913. 

FOUR toloxram No, 141 of Ath April: Troops at Bushire. 

As Sir P, Cox considers reinforce from Jask imperative on departure of 
cavalry from Bushire, you are ary steps for transfer of head- 
quarters of Rajputs to Bushire, if possible Dufferin.” 

You should also make a communi » Government, giving a8 reason 
of tranafer the situation in hinterland, 
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(14906) No. 58 
Foreign Ofice to Mr, Greenveay, 


Sir, 


Tn these circumstances Sir E. Grey regrets that he eannot see his wi 
action of so drastic a nature as that which you indicate, He is, howevor, disposed to 
ad tw your syngieat alle support whieh he properly ean, and Tam acorn to 
form you that if you will state exactly the points in the Persian counter-draft which 
are objectionable, and the reason of the objections, he will instruct His Majesty's 
Minister at Tehran to bring them to the notice of the Persian Government, and to 
‘endeavour to overcome their opposition to your proposals, using in support of Your case 
the arguments contained in your letter under reply” and aay others wich, you may. bo 
able to supply. 
T am further to suggest that you should indicate the extent to which your 
syndicate would be prepared in the last resort to modify their original proposals with 
4 view to arrive at a compromise should thia prove inevitable, 
Tam, &o, 
LOUIS MALLET, 


to take 



















































(16221) No. 54. 
Sir G, Lowther to Sir Edward Grey —(Received Aprit 9,) 
No 271.) 
Sir, Constantinople, April 5, 1913, 
AS I. had the honour to report to you in my telegram No, 161 of the Ord instant, 





‘on the subject of the Turco:Persian frontier, the Russian Ambassador has succeeded 
in eliciting from the Porte a reply to his note of the 9th (22nd) August last, and 
M. de Giers has been so good as to communicate to me the text thereof, 

The Turkish reply, copy of which is enclosed herewith, consists of « note from the 
Minister for Foreign Affurs containing a qualified acceptancs of the Russian demands, 
and an annex showing the cession of territory in the Zohab districts, which Turkey 
desires to obtain by way of compensa 

The greater part of the note is occupied with the modification of the line north of 
latitude 36%, which are desired by Turkey, and as they do not concern us direct! 
need say no more than that. they do not appear to be of much importance, and that 
M. de Giers believes that it slould not be difficult to come to terms about them, In 
its eighth paragraph the note urges that in consideration of the complaisance shown 
by Turkey in respect of the frontier north of latitude 46°, certain concessions (described 
in the annex) should be made to Turkey in the southern parts of the frontier, ie., 
between 36° and 32° latitude north, and the Porte hopes that Russia will use her 
influence at Tebran to induce Persia to agree to these concessions, ‘The Porte is ready 
to confide the actual delimitation of the new frontier, as described in the annex, to a 
joint Tureo-Persian commission, to he formed in the coming summer. 
the note states that in the event of Persia not agreeing to the arrangen 
concerning the Zohah district, the Porte would be obliged to  maintenir 
passé l'état de choses et la situation existants sur toute I’étendue de Ja frontidre.” 

This last phrase is ambiguous, but I think that it can be taken to imply merely 
that in the event contemplated ‘Turkey would abandon the attempt to come to m 
detinite solution of the frontier question, and would be content “ comme par le passé” 
to leave matters in the same unsettled’ and unsatisfuctory condition as lias existed for 
the last seventy years; in other words, the Porte believes that it can trust to Russia's 
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(and our own) anxiety to see this question laid to rest, to induce her (and us) to put on 
Persia the pressure requisite to bring her to accept these cessions in Zohab. 

‘The annex, after attempting to justify the Turkish demands for ces 
gu istorial grounds, goes on, in paragraph 4, to explain, that as aceon 
Potsdam agreement, Kasri Shi to be the terminus of the future Russian railway 
which is to" traverse Azerbaijan,” Turkey is willing to éede that village as also the 
town of Zohab to Persia, and “as compensation” should receive a rectification of 
frontier and the principle that both north and south of Zohab the territories occupied 
by Sunni tribes be ceded to Turkey, The arnex then describes the new frontier to 
bo traced in aceordanee with the above principle, and closes with the obsorvation that 
the annual migration of these Sunni tribes must be regulated so as to prevent their 
traversing Persian territory, 

T have found it somewhat difficult to follow the line proposed by Turkey on the 
map, but M. Minorsky, who was present at the interview, between M. de Giers and the 
Grand on the 27th ultimo, when the latter explained his proposals yerbally, has 
been good enough to trace roughly for me the more important parts of it on sheet 5 
of the identie map, and T venture to hope that the aesampanying, copy. of it with the 

Uwill be of use. (The remaining part of the Turkish line can easily be 

ified on sheet 6.) 

Starting from the north it will be noted that wher far as the Kuretu River 
the line verbally indicated to the Russian Ambassador by the Grand Vizier (eee my 
telogram No, 169 of the 28th ultimo) was almost identical with the frontier suggested 
by MM, Orlof and Soane in their proposal No. 2, ic, that following the crest of the 

iow put forward by the Porte includes those districts 
dicated by MM. Orlof and Soune as a possible extreme 
idence ix so remarkable as to suggest the reflection 
meantime the Porte has by some 1s become aware of the views 
submitted by those gontlamon and adopted provisionally by yourwl, Iti at any rate 
shrewd guess at the maximum concessions north of Zohab which we were prepared to 
wend to the Persian Government, and by its curious accuraey deprives us of a 
‘usofil potential conces 

‘An fir-as Mount Songler (Lengler) the Orlof'Soane line is followed closely, but 

thence apparently: the frontier turns south-west and south along a ridge of hills so as to 

‘ide the Desht-i-Ky wal parts to the Kuretu River, after crossing which it 
follows the existing boundary line to the Elvand River. 

It tosee how the Porte reconciles its proposals with 

eded to Turkey, and it would seem rather as though 

looking for a solution of the problem how to 

Shirin and Zohnb to Persin and at the same time secure as far as possible the line 

proposed by Dervish Pasha, To any case, the line is obviously inacoeptable, as it would 

place in ‘Turkish territory tribes that are indubitably Shia, and the Porte itself 

recognises its impracticable charactor as is shown by the last two paragraphs of the 

Anniox 
Thave, &c. 


GERARD LOWTHER. 


Enclosure in 
Prineo Said Halim to Russian Ambassador. 


M, 'Ambassadour, Sublime Porte, le 31 mars, 1913, 

VAL Vhonneur @informer votre Excellence que la Sublime Porte n'a pas manqué 
de prendre en sériense considération le contenu de sa note du 9 (22) aoitt, 1912, au 

jet do Vobservation, A la frontidre turco-persane, du statu quo basé sur’ le traité 

de 1848. 

La, prompte solution donnée A cette date & Ia partie de Ia note précitée concernant 
Je rotmait dos troupes ottomanes a été accueillie avec satisfaction par le Gouvernement 
Innpérial russe, qui a bien voulu fiire parvenir A notre Ambassadeur 4 Saint-Pétersbourg 
‘une note responsive, en date du 18 octobre, 1912, entidrement favorable aux com- 
munications que ee demier avait eu !honneur de lui faire & cette ocrasion. 


* Not reproduced. 
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Quant & la demande de votre Excellence en ce qui concerne la mise & exécution des 
stipulations du Traité d'Erzeroum, la Sublime Porte, désireuse de satisfaire au désir 
exprimé par le Gouvernement Impérial de Russie en éeartant toute cause de divergence 
dans ses rapports cordiaux avec lui, et voulant, d'autre part, témoigner au Gouvernement 
persan son entitre bonne foi dans Ia contestation existant & ce sujet entre les deux 
pays, a décidé daccorder son adhésion au tracé mentionné dans la note et le mémo- 
randum précités de l"Ambassade de Sa Majesté l'Empereur de Russie pour la délimitation 
de Ja partie septentrionale de la frontiére tureo-pereane, depu lax Boulak jusqu’d 
Bané, cest-A-dire jusqu’A Ia hauteur de In 86° paralldle de latitude. 

Cependant, daus le but'de prévenir toute possibilité de contestations ultérieures, 
Je crois devoir fournir ci-dessous quelques détails précis an sujet de certains points 
‘ités dans le mémorandum de YAmbassade Tmpériale de Russie. Ainsi Ia localité de 
Boulak Bachi ott une tour a été élevée, il y a de cession A In Perse est 
réclanée, a de tout temps appartenu Ala Turqui 
les ruines d'une aneienne tour ‘ottomane. Lo Ga 


et A retirer ses troupes. 

Avant la cession de Kotour 2 la Perse, conformément aux stipulations du Traité de 
n, les villages de Razi, Hérdtill, Djelik et Panerik, situés au sud de cette contrée, 

tue faisnient, non plus partie de Kotour et dépendaiont du district de Sérai cuza, da 
Vancien vildyet de Hakiari, La frontidre actuelle de Kotour étant constivude par une 
ne naturelle qui sétend vers le sud-est en suivant la chaine de montagnos entre I 

{ik ot celui de Hassan Bey Yourdou dans le Kotour, et les quat 
haut mentionnés so trouvant i Youest de cette seule ligne frontidre 


ie. 

La frontitre du statu quo au Labidjan ayant été formée, comme le mentic 
mémorandum précité de VAmbassade Tmpériale de Russie, par le cours de | 
Kialou et de son affluent Lavine, Ia Sublime Porte admet aussi que cette frontibre soit 
Gtablie désormais en conformité de la susdite indication, Eu eonsdquence, la contrse 
appelée Keuhué Labidjan par les Persans, ainsi que les monts (Candil. Dagl 
continueront & rester, comme par Ie passé, du ebté ottoman, Le village de Beitoche se 
trouvant également des lo début en territoire ottoman, il importera, lors de tn délimita- 
tion, de coutinuer \ reconnaitre comme frontidre les monts Hedmill et Bendoura, afin 
que le susdit village de Beitoche reste ett Turquie. 

Dray autre eit bien ue Ia rdgion do Caz Ghioul doive, en base du satu 
appartenir la Turquie, le Gouvernement Impérial ottoman, prenant en considération 
gue les Persans se sont établis dans une partie de cette région avant 1905, ne veut en 

loger ous derniers, pour respecter lo statu quo de 1905, Mais il tient A ee que de cette 
région de Cazli-Ghieul la vallée, d’Egri-Tehat et des territoires situés a Touest de cette 
vallée, soient maintenus en Turquie ; car cette partie se trouyait en. possession ottomane 
la date précitée, comme aujourd'hui, De méme que le territoire de Vezné et le village 
de Nev-Khivan situé sur le cours du Vezné, appartenant ab antiquo 4 ln Turquie, devront 
étre maintenus dans I'Empire ottoman, 

Ainsi le Gouvernement de Sa Maj 


R 
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entente définitive et equitable avec le Gouvernement persan dans eette partie de la 


frontibre. x 

‘La Sublime Porte a la ferme convietion que le Gouvernement Impérial russe, de son 
ebté, Sempressora Sgalement de donner les preuves réciproques de ses hauts sentiments 
@aquits ct de son esprit de conciliation en usant de son intervention efficace auprés du 
Gouvernement de Sa Majesté le Schah, afin de le déterminer, tin moment plus tt, 4 se 
rallier atx propositions contennes dans la notice cisjointe. % 

Danis ces conditions la Sublime Porte sengagerait 2 énvoyer sur les liens, au-cours 
de cotte saison dété, ses délégués pour procédler, conjointement aveo los délégués 
pemans, la fixation d'une fagon définitive et en conformité des indications de la 
présente acte ot de la notice y annexée, de toute la ligne frontibre, et & In pose des bornes 
‘de démarcation nécossaires x 

Toutefois, dans le cas ob le Gouvernement persan, en ménageant sen adhésion aux 
propositions équitables et opportunes relatives 4 Zohab et exposées dans Ia notice 
cicjointe de la Sublime Porte joindre les prouves de son esprit de concilia- 
tion celles du Gouvernem ‘ottoman, et ne contribuerait 4 ce que les 
délégués des deux parties: mi fis \ bonne fin les travaux nécessaires de 

de démarcation dans Te seus indiqué au paragraphe ci-dessus, la Sublime 
Porte so vorrait obligée de maintenir, com 6, Vétat de chises et In situatic 
existants sur toute Iétendue de lv frontibre. Elle formule done d’ores et deja se 






































Veuillez, &o. 
SAID HALIM, 





Notice annexée d la Note en date du 18 (31) mara, 1913, 
Description du Territoire qui porte le nom de Zohab. 

enues dans les regiatres 

datent de Mannée 951 de 

par son affluent Réjav 

rend an source au défi de Dertenk, situs dans la chalne des 

og situs dang Ia’ région méridionale de cette 
Te terrtoire de Koreto les vlles 

fon pati da sada. do 





de Vexam 


Tl résult 
cadastraux (“ Defter-i-Hakani”) du vilayet, de Bi d, 
Mgire, que toute ln vallée parconrue par la rividre Elvend 








dos insrisions gui vont cont 
agdad, et qu 








(le cours 
!nontogues Dalalon), ns que ts trio 
valle, font partied saudjok de Dertenk, De mtn 
de Handkino et de Hadji-Kard, ainsi que leurs dépendances, font ( 
y du vilayst de Bagdad, Kn outro, le territoire de Tileko et In localité dite 
Hvriny font partie du anndjak do Karadagh, dpendant du Cher-Zol (nommé actuelle: 
tient sundjak de Sonloimanich), Enfin, le territoire de Chimiran, la commune de 
Puchti-Kify ainsi que la montagne de Bizel, qui est située prés du confluent du ruisseau 
Zoukun ot de la rividre Sirvan, font partie de In commune de Chimiran, dépendante de 
Gheri-Zol, La commune de Pavé qui est situgo au sud de Sirvan dépend également du 
fandjak du Cheri-Zol “Ha eyed \ 
De ce qui prévdde, il faut conclure que Ja frontitre méridionale du Zohab confine 



































avec li frontidre septentrionale de. la vallée parcourue par lw rividre Blvend et son 
‘ulluent Réjav, De memo, la frontidre occidentale du Zohab est formée par la frontidre 
rental de. Karna par In montagne Assenghéran, Quant la. frontitre 
Aeptontrionaly du. Zahnb, elle commence au point. terminus nard de la montagne 






Assenglidian et passe par les sommets des montagnes Bémou, Karéet Bizal pouraboutir 
Ala fontibre dela commune de Payé,.Telles sont les limites méridionale, occidentale 
tt, en partic, septontrionale du territoire appelé le Zohab, x A 

Diaprts Vurticle 2 du Traité d'Erzeroum, la partie orientale, o'est-dire Ia partie 
niontagnens du Zo ave le cours denu (*déré") de Ghérend, apparent & Ia Perse, 
et la partic occidentale, cested-dire la partie non montagneuse, la Turquie. Tl est 
clair que les tormes de * paities montagueuses” ne renforment que le. partie oh sont 
situdes les mnontagiies. Les collines, les terrains accidenté et ondulés, enfin les 
élévations qui ne peuvent pas Otre appelées des  montagnes” ne sauraient entrer dans 
cette définition techni atre, les mots “avee le cours d'eau ('déré’) de 
Ghérenid " Vinitent, pour ainsi dire, lu partie orientale du Zohab, laquelle Capris cette 
éduotion ne peut pas passer au deli de Guérend, 

Done, en se psnéttant de la tencurde cette clause, nous devons partager le Zohab en 
partie occidentale et en partie orientale ainsi qu'il suit: Nous devons prendre Guérend 
niger t suivre, jusqu'au eandjak de Souleimanieh, le pied des montagnes en 
Jaissant toujours celles-ci' A droite, 4 la Perse, et les vallées qui seront & notre gauche, & 
la Turquie, 
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actuellement dans le territoire. persan, ee qui novs porte 


Turquie cédera A ta Perse ce village ainsi que celui de 


pour cet Empire, lui sont de tout temps restées attachéos, 
Dans ces conditions, In ligne frontitre devra. passer 


cours d'eau de Tchim-i-Zerischk et so diti 
rupproché de la source de Ia rivitre Dar-i 
genta son cours just Abbess 











Yendroit nommé Piran et, laissant du ebté de la Turquie 


montagnes ‘de Dalahou, 





Ia chaine de Bendi-Nuakouh ot li 
territoire do Kameka, passera par les somwets 





les collines 


Koulik. 


éplacer en 66 pour descendre dans les vallées, 


différend pouvant surgir de co chef dans Payenir, 








La zone par laquelle la ligne frontidre pourra passer traverse, dlaprds la earte 
dean on 1848, pur ls commissis angl-rsse, les paces du Zobab ae trourant 
sctucllement eptate. pera, ul nove porte fr valoi nos dota mi 
égions ; mais comme la station terminus du chemin de fer russe qui doit. trave 

UAzereidjan eat, daprds Tactord ruswallomand, lo village de bah 








Zohab, et en compe 





i ; ‘ les points suivants: lle 
postin ds la rivitre de Sirvan, qui constitue Ie ligno aetuelle de ea co 
le 














D'un autre cbté, les tribus peuplant le nord et le sud de Zohab ont I'habitude de se 


Or, Ia traversée du territoire eédé & In Perso par les tribus a i 
descendre dans les prairiea méridionates de Zohab nltant, pas convenable iy arse ae 
d'établir la rdgle de les faire passor par le territoire ottoman et d’éoatt 








{16332} No. 55. 
India Ofice to Foreign Ogice—(Reecived 


transfer should be carried out. 


April 9.) 


Sin, India Office, April 8, 1 

__ WITH reference to the telegram No, 141 of the 4th fooee pea An 
Minister, Tehran, proposing the transfor of the headquarters of the 2nd Rajputs from 
Jask to Bushire, 1 am directed by the Secretary of State for India to say that, in view 
of the opinions expressed by Sir P. Cox, he concurs with Sir W. Townley that the 


Tam, &e. 


‘T. W. HOLDERNESS, 








{16382} No. 56, 


Sir W. Tor to Sir Edward Grey.— 
& GA nonley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recei 
‘elegraphic.) 
You R telegram No. 168 of Ist April. 
., Minister for Foreign Affairs will bear matter in mind, 
a little time, as he thinks that the only way to arrango it wi 
Bushire to report: in due course that there is no need for a 
and that Turkish Embassy should he urged to ‘suppress post 










ived April 9.) 
Tehran, April 9, 1913. 


Dut says that it inust take 
ill be for the Governor of 
‘Turkish consul at Lingab, 
it. 





Chirine, la 

% ey a 4 a 

obtiendra tune rectification de frontidre dans le seus de Vabandon 4 la, Turquie des tribus 

funnies o touvant au nord et au ul do| Zab, qui ayant totjours et un penehant 
cl 





fou ltoveel ewe eigaiare 
nt vers Vouest par le point le. plu 
ua fr Poser das tarred ot 
de Th passant. par les erétes des. oo 
Imana Tak-'Tak, Bagh-bé-Kouh et Lengler, et nt en deux parties égales 1 
DeshticKyayl, traverern le entre doausKouretdy, of rejindin tn Lene aati de 
émareation sur la ligue de sommets de la chatne d’Ak-Dagh. 
ligne de sommots jusqu’a la rividre Elvend et longera cette demnidre juaqu'a 
cours dea de Gila ; elle quttera Guilan 49 om. X Tous de. Rabe Mardj at 
poursuivant le cours d'eau de Roudané-Dérd a lest dln montagne de Narbeg ot d 
chaussée, rejoindra de nouveau la rividre Elverid, qu'elle quitter 9 iilom, 3 Youost de 
P les points appelés Piran Yaran, 
Toam-baba, Yadigar ot pusant par la montagne Cheb: Abeds amontare eur led 
hou, Passant ensuite par les monte Bouza-Rischa Bonariz ot 
Beleghi et parle suives de Ser-Mil, commeticira 2 yoursuive la ligne de. sommota do 
le ant A Brpie otaman le deer do Kifour ot Ie 
Ce u le Bontli- Nova, Kelle-Emir, 
Katchal, Kula Pian, Ban Meydan, Kui Kouschk, Laschener, ‘Toul Sovea, Duel 
Mohammed Mundi et de Sioul Sera, et rejoindra sur a ordto do Goulan In ligne actuelle 
do frontibre qui s'allonge sur In ligne de sommets des montagnes ‘Tisavouk ot Bendi- 


es de 
stuelle de 
Elle poursuivra Indito 
fHuent du 


de Ia 


ily aura Tiow 
fer ainsi tout. 
































































(16383) eer, 


Siv W. Townley to Sir Edieard Grey.—(Received April 9.) 
No. 148) 
Belge hie) R. Tehran, April 9, 1913. 

YOUR telegram No. 17 of 7th April, ¢ 

After again discussing the question with Minister for Foreign Affairs I have come 
to the conclusion that the only means of arriving at definite results will be by a written 

cation either in the form of a note or of a signed memorandum which would 
Wy note, offering the 100,002. for maintenance of the gendarmerie in the 
south, ‘ . 

4 note containing ofcal notification about the lighting and buoying of the Gulf 
would probably be fnacceptable to the Persian Government and might further delay 
conclusion of the advance. From latest advices from the south there would now 
appear better reason to hope that gendarmerie may succeed if money is forthcoming. 

T should be glad of your instructions as to which form my communication should 
take, and to whether you would wish me to telegraph text in the event of a note 
boing. sent. 

“Am L lo understand that the whole 100,002, has been placed to my account at 
the Imperial Bank of Persia, but that Tam only at liberty to authorise use of 8,001. 
aemonth? Please see my telegram No. 100 of th Marel 





(16384) Re 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 9.) 

(No, 149.) 2 
{ie aphic.) Re ran, April 9, 1913, 
rele TTRSTAN. Chargé «'Aftaros, having received instructions which tallied. with 
those contained in your telegram No, 176 of the 5th April, and saying that Russian 
Govornment have tiot lost confidence in M. Mornard, we called together yesterd: 
Ministor for Foreign Affairs, and represented to his Excellency that the moment 
most unfavourable for opening the question of reorganisation of the financial 
ad istration, ‘a possible change of ‘'reasurer-General. We were able to assure 
Ministor for Foreign Affairs that M. Mornard had promised us that statement 
would be made within three weeks, and that he would be able hereafter to present 
monthly accounts of revenue and expenditure. ‘ js 

Thad communicated gist of your telegram under reply on Gth April, with the 
result that his Excell adiately wrote accepting the Russian proposals. ‘This 
note contains a pr the opening of special account, 60 couched as to 
leave 0 loophole for taking control of the expenditure of the advances out of the 
‘Preasurer-Genoral's hands, We represented yesterday that such a condition might 
give: rise to enquiry, and expressed an opinion that it would be more desirable to pay 
inadvances as before to the account of the ‘Treasurer-Ceneral. 4 

Minister for Foreign Affairs, while expressing doubt as to possibility of working 
harmoniously with M. Mornard, agreed that question should not be pressed now, and 
promised to send in a fresh note merely accepting the Russian advance. 

May [now pay’ in British share? 

(Gent to St, Pete rsburgh.), 





(16372) No. 59. 
Livutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir Edward Grey—(Received April 9.) 


ie.) Re Bushire, Aprit 9, 1913. 
ASH seo correspondence ending with telegram No. 43 of Sth February, 1911, 

from Foreign Office to. His Majesty's Minister at Tehran re the desire of the oil 
company to Dore for oil in Mohammerah territory. 4 

The project was then abandoued, but has now beon revived by local manager, who 
has been instructed to take action in consultation with His Majesty's consul. 

The iter is one of great moment, and, in view of time which has Sper since it 
“avas last discussed, Erespectfully urge that the understanding between His Majesty's 
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Government and the company be established afresh before we commence any local 
action. 

I submit that experience of the last two years gives the company every reason to 
be satisfied with the sheiki’s treatment of them and be confident in the efleacy of one 
influence over him. On that assumption, I trust that the company can be induced 
to agree definitely in principe to cary on the project in agreement with the sheilh and 
not in spite of him. Provided that that premiss is definitely established, I suggost that 
ae should advise the sheikh to let the company bore for ail without conditions, except 
thistime the ground disturbed be leased at market rates; but that we should assure 
sheikh that, if oil is tapped, fresh negotiations will be opened with him for continuance 
of the enterprise on conditions, in our opinion, satisfactory and equitable both to the 
company and himself, 

solicit telegraphic instructions. 

(Repeated to Tehran.) 





(16208) No. 60. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir . Lowther, 
(No. 175.) 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, April 9, 1913, 

RUSSIAN Government still feel unable to accept concessions which ‘Turkey 
demands on north of Turco-Persian frontier, and we cannot admit demands whic 
Hakki Pasha has just made with regard to portion just north of Mohammerah, 

As regards Zohab, Russian Government think that line should be drawn up by 
you and Russian Ambassador, if necessary after consultation with delegates themselves, 

‘The line proposed in my despatch No. 75 should be taken as the basis of 
discussion, 

In view of imminent possibility of ministerial crisis, Russian Government have 

structed Ambassador to make pressing representations to ‘Turkish Government for 

immediaté settlement of question on basis of Turkish answer, 

You are authorised to discuss the question with your Russian colleague at once, 
Nothing would of course be finally settled without reference to me. 

(Repeated to St, Petersburgh, No, 310, and Tehran, No. 180.) 





(15823) No. 6: 


ds Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 179.) 


Telegraphic.) 
(re ELOWING for Sir P. Cox:— 


‘Turkish Government propose following line for Turco-Persian frontier i 
neighbourhood of Mobmmerdhs-- Pe sae Nae ge 


‘Line starts from point where Shatt-i-Niasan runs into Hor-cl-Azam. This point 
in sivaated between Noshwa (administrative contr. of commune of, eau hog 
dependent on kaza of Kurna) and Hawize, about nino hours weit of Inter. Lino 
follows edge of Hor-el-Azam in south-westerly direction, leaving to Turkey that part 
of Hor lying north of Shuaib, which by our line goes to Persia. At point where Nahr 
Lawi rans into Hor, west of Shuaib, line joins our line and coincides with it, leaving 
to Porsia all Hor south of Shuaiby as far as point on level with Kushk-i-Haytize (i.e, 
about latitude 31°’), Line then leaves our line, striking slightly south of east and 

them in ‘Vurkey). It 

leaving former to Persia 


Foreign Ofice, April 9, 1918, 


turns slightly west of south, and so 
island of Unm-el-tlasasf, leavin 

“For the rest of the way it coincides with our line, except that it gives island of 
Bahri to Turkey on ground that it lies south of Persian island. of AMuballa, whereas 
8 our maps it is marked as Tying north of Muballs, and is therefore assiguod to 

ersia. 
“We at I think, allow any territory inhabited by Beni-Sakain or other tribes 
[us29) 
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i wards Shatt-el- 
dependent on Hawize to be given to Turkey, nor let line turn south towards Sh 
‘Arab at any point further east than our own line, as that would ‘bring frontier too 
near to Mohammerah, but do you see any objection to cession to Turkey of (1) part 
Azam lying north of Shuaib, assigned by us to Persia, and (2) Bushkei Basra 

‘appears to lie just on Persian side of our own proposed line? ‘Turkish 
Government are anxious for latter concession. 














“Gan you also ascertain true position of Bahrie?” 


(Repeated to Constantinople, No. 174.) 





(16401) No. 02. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 10.) 
Bee Tehran, March 27, 1913. 


” WITH reference to your telegram No, 151 of the 26th instant, T have the honour 
Mer that the metentof the nbbbery of 200 bales of gone, mostly the property of 
dalrendy been reported to me by His Majesty's consul at Shiraz, 
Sin jresentations have been made by the agent of the company here, 
T have addroued w strong note to the Persian Go pointing out the gravity 
of the incident, and requesting that immediate instructions may be issued to the local 
authorities for tho prompt pursuit of the culprits and the recovery of the stolen Bol 
Measrs. Zivglir’s Mehran agent, has suggested that the geudarnes now on the roa 
should ye digptéched in pursit, but the question is obviously one for the colonel 
commanding the gendarmerie, who is now on the spot, todecide. 
vin have the honout to enclose herewith copy of A resent. telogeam from His Majesty's 
consul at Shiraz showing that there is the usual regrettable recrudescence of unrest on 
the southern roads which marks the beginning of the spring tribal migrati ‘ 
‘A further telegram from Major O'Connor shows that, immediately upon the receipt 
of the news of the robbery, the Governor-Genoral of Fars dispatched « sinall body of 
horsemen under persons having influence with the tribes believed to be concerned, with 
view to efleting the rwcovery ofthe stolen property, 
have, 










Moxars, Zivgler, 







































&e. 


WALTER TOWNLEY. 








Enclosure in No. 62. 





Consul O'Connor to Sir W. Towntoy. 
ane ) Shiras, March 20, 1919. 
JARAVAN of 198 mules proceeding to Tspaban was carried off by Boir Abmedis 
between Shulgistan and Yeulikhast on the 17th instant. ¥ 5 

re Mleteers on Bushire road have struck work, aud there are sai to be 1,700 mules idle 
on ower halfof road, Head muleteers took bast yesterday in telegraph officeat Boraajun 


‘and demand abolition of illegal exactions along road which deprive them of their profits. 














[16402] No. 63. 


Sir W, Townley to Sir Bdveard Grey.—(Received April 10.) 


in, Tehran, March 31, 1913. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 9 of the 16th January, have the honour to 
forward to you herewith copy of a letter which I have received from Lieutenant- 
Colonel Dowglas at Shiraz, offering some observations in connection his views 
respecting the numerous occasions on which parties of the regiment have been fired at 
by natives sinco the date of their arrival in Persia. 











Thave, &e, 


WALTER TOWNLEY. 
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Enclosure 1 in No, 63. 
Licutenant-Colonel Douglas to Sir W. Townley. 


Sir, Shiraz, February 25, 1913. 
IHAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your despatch of the 16th January, 
enclosing a copy of your despatch No. 9 to His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs.» 

I trust I may be permitted to offer the following remarks in explanation of the 
paragraph in my letter of the 19th December last to the Chief of abetted Staff in 
India, to which your Excellency took exception as likely to create an erroneous 
impression in London, attach a tabulated statement showing the occasions to which 
I referred on which parties of the regiment have been fired at by inhabitants of the 
country since the date of their arrival in Persia. It can, I think, iardly be contended 
that the majority of these were not malicious attacks, and among the number I should 
include the occasion referred to by you on which two officars of the regiment were fired 
at within’a fow tail of tho Gly.” Vote sarcoly prottble that they. wero met tecogeited 
as they had been moying about, with their horses led behind them, for half an hour or 
more befare the shots were fired ; and this opinion is strengthened by the fact that on 
the 20th December two officers shooting in the same direction were fired at from some 

dens to the south-west of the city, and though it was impossible to say exactly where 
tis hota cant) fron, [ela nrobabla thatlitey wera fiselity eomeret tue tame aan, 
I may add in this connection, and Mr. Smart will doubtless confirm my statement, that 
the Governor-General at first expressed his inability to punish the man brought in, a8 
he was unwilling to excite the hostility of a locally notorious scoundrel to whose 
following he belonged. It was only after considerable pressure that a nominal beating 
was inflicted, and no attempt was made to make use of him as a means of identification 
of the other men who were with him, and who were wally guilty. T cannot, of course, 
say whether their object was amusement or not, nee it appear to me to materially 
affect the case, 

‘That several of the incidents were of themselves trivial I am quite aware, and I 
have no wish to attach an exaggerated importance to them, though in almost every caso 
casualties to men or horses might easily have occurred which would have considerably 
complicated the matter. ‘Their significance from my point of view ia mainly the 
effect they must necessarily have on the troops, and it was with the object of 
emphasising the difficulties of our position here in this respect that I alluded to them 
in my despatch to the Chief of the General Staff. It is doubtless true that civilians are 
equally liable to be fired on, though I believe no such case has occurred since I have 
been in Shiraz, but I would’ ventura to suggest to your Excolloncy that whon a party of 
armed men comes under fire an entirely different situation is created. ‘These men are 
trained to the belief that their arms are given them for gelf-defence ; that if attacked 
it is their duty to retaliato promptly, and thoy are perfectly: ready to do 80, Tt is 
therefore disheartening for their officers to be aulleed to restrain them on the plea that 
the people who have fired at them have done so with the most innocent intentions. An. 
attitude of humility when insulted or attacked is not one which any officer would wish 
to encourage among the men under his command. Nor is it always easy for officers 
themselves to judge what particular motive may havo actuated the frors, and itis quite 
conceivable that an incident might in this way occur which, in its political aspect, 
could only be considered as “ regrettable.” Moreover, should men of fo regiment be 
feeling light-hearted, they are aware that any display of the fact which took the form 
of shooting at or near the passers by would entail severe punishnient, and itis difficele 
for them to understand why, when themselves made the target of others who may 
adopt this method of giving expression to the exuberance of their feelings thy should 
not be allowed to retaliate. 

Should it be thought that I have laid undue stress on this aspect of the matter, 
I must ask your Excellency to excuse me in view of the fact that, though sufficiently 
obvious to those whose duties include the training of troops, it may not be equally 80 
to others. 

Tam forwarding a copy of this, and of your despatch under reference, to the Chief 
of the General Staff in India, 





























Thave, éo, 
J. A. DOUGLAS, 
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Enclosure 2 in No. 63. 


Sraremznt showing occasions on which parties of the regiment have been fired at since 
arrival in Persia. 





Date Particulars of Incident. Remarks. 





1911, 
29th November ..| Affair with robbers at Aisinabad ..| One Indian officer wounded. 


24th December ..| Attack on Major Birdwood’s detachment, | One sowar killed, two wounded. 
going to Kazerun, at Kotal-i-Dukbtar 
25th December ..| Attack on Mr, Smart's escort near Kazerun .. Soret sonar wounded, two followers: 
26th December ..| Detachment moving to Peat Major Bird-| Assailants, who were on a hill, dis- 
wood fired at about 12 miles from Shiraz appeared when a party was sent to 
912, dislodge them, No casualties. 
26th February ..| 5 Headman sent to apologise, 


80th July ..| Escort bringing in supplies fired at near| Assailants, who were probably robbers, 
Tspahan driven of, ? 
Ist September ..| Attack on Lientenant W. K Assallants not ideutified and no action 
between consulate and Bag! taken, 
15th September ..| Shooting party fired at to east Party had passed there few hours 
‘previously, and itis improbable that 
they were not recognised, 
(a) Indian officer and four men fired at some| They were detached from a larger 
les to nouth of Shiraz. force moving in the neighbourhood. 
Tt was impossible to say who fired 
the shots, 
80th September ..| Troops fired at by Shish Bulakis from hills to 
south 
26th October _..] ‘Two officers fired at close to the city Action taken ax stated in my letter. 


11th December ..| Attack on party travelling near Kban-i Captain Eckford ‘killed, one sowar 
wounded, 








(16463) No. 


India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received April 10.) 


rr India Office, April 8, 1913. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 10th February, as to the visits of British 
officers to the Persian Gulf, I am directed by the Secretary of State for India to invite 
reference to the further telegram from the Government of India on the subject. 
‘The Marquess of Crewe would be glad to learn the wishes of the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs in regard to the Government af India’s proposals. 
am, &e, 


T. W. HOLDERNESS. 


Enclosure in No. 64. 


Government of India to the Marquess of Crewe. 
(elegraphic,) P. March 25, 1913. 

VISITS to Persian Gulf. 

Please refer to your telegram dated the 19th ultimo. 

We venture to think that under the existing restrictions, which are rather con: 
fusing, British officers are hardly treated. A distinction should, we think, be drawn* 
botween ordinary travel and leave spent on language study, and we would recommend 
that permission should be given to officers on language leave to visit Gulf ports except 
Basra, as in proposal which you sanctioned, and in case of officers studying Turkish 
and Arabic we would add Bagdad. As regards officers engaged in ordinary travel, 
seeing that ordinary travellers may make the usual round tour of the Persian Gulf, not 
excluding Basra, and may go from there to Bagdad and Babylon, we see no objection 
to ollicers being allowed to do the same. ‘There is a large Nuropean community at 
Basra, and regular shipping; at ordinary times the suspicious of the ‘Turks would not 
be aroused by officers paying flying visits there in the course of travel, while Sir 





(16383) No. 66". 
Poreign Ofice to Treasury. 


Sir, Baer 

WITH reference to your letter of the regarding 

to the Persian G int, Tam dirvoted it Rdwar to state, for 

tho information of the Lords Con f His Majesty's Ti that it has now 
0,0001. for the 


: E. Grey the Imperial share 
© paragraph of your letter under reference, 
nntribution, may be placed to the credit of 

y's Minister at ‘Tehran for payment to tho Persian Government, the 
ervision of its expenditure being adequately provided for. 
Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET, 
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ighi-secin 
wylon. 


uneys. 

ibia, Mesopotamia, or Persia, is not 
such journeys would be submitted for the orders of the 
rmity with instructions now in force, 





(14476) No. 65. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Lowther. 

(No. 103.) oe 
ir, Foreign Ofc, 

I HAVE reesived your of th 
subject of the cession of te 
found advisable to 
Persian frontier qui 

Tapprove the suggestion contained in the last parmgraph of your Exeelloncy's 
despatch, chat Mr: Sos should be iettad ne lay down the line provisionally adopted 
on the reduction of the ideutic map, and I have to request you'to, issue intact 
to him in that sense. 

Tam, &e, 
E, GREY, 





(16383) No. 66, 
Foreign Office to India Ofice. 
Sir, Foreign Ofte, April 10, 1013, 


WITH reference to your letter of the 18th February last, stating that the 
Marquess of Crewe agrees to advance from Tudia funda a mum of 50,000, Ge th 
rps of restoring onder in the province of Fars, Tam dinsted by Secretagy Sip 
Eairard Grey to teuanit herewith Sener telegram from His Majesty's Minister nt 
Tehran on the subject, and to request that the sum in question may, his Lovdaby 
‘sees no objection, be paid immediately to the credit of Sir W. Townley’s account witl 
the Imperial Bank of Persia. 

Tam, &o, 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(15093) No. 67. 
Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company, 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 10, 1919. 

T AM directed by Seoretary Sir Edward Grey. to inform you with reforonce to 
Xp letter of the 17th January last, that he has been in cormunication eith eh 
Marquess of Crewe on the Subject of the possible erection by your company of a 
Tae aie tation at Mobammerah to work in conjunction with the ane to be srusted by 
His Majesty's Government at Bushire, 

T am to express to 
of the question His 


regurds the appreh Your company as to the 
Possibility of restoring the Arabistan telegraph lino to working order At au ently date 
wis of opinion that they are not substantiated. Indeed. there j i 
that the restoration of telegraphic cominunication on that line is Ii 
before the establishment of wireless communication in the Perel 
which will not be for some months, 

Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET, 





[1629] a 
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[16582] No. 68, 
Treasury to Foreign Office —(Ieceived April 11.) 


Sir, Treasury Chambers, April 9, 1913. 

1 HAVE laid before the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury Sir L. 
Mallev’s letter of the 18th ultimo relative to a proposal to construct an overland 
tolograph line from Lingab to Bunder Abbas at an estimated initial cost of 4,0101. 
with recurrent annual charges of 75L,, this scheme being in substitution for the 
suggested establishment of a portable wireless station at Lingab, : 

‘Their Lordships note that the cost. of the construction and upkeep of the line 
should, itis cousidered, be at the charge of tho Persian Government, but that, in the 
event of that Government being unable to advance the necessary funds, Seoretary Sir 
E, Grey recommends the costs being shared by the B quer and the Indian 
Government. It is intended, however, they gather from Mr, Barker's despatch of the 
2st May, 1912, enclosed with India Office letter of the Sth ultimo, to come to a 
settlement with Porsin in the first instance as to the recovery of the cost. 

My Lords would prefer to be in possession of the details of this suggested agree- 
ment with Persia, teers regards the recovery of the capital expenditure and the 
distribution of any profits which may be derived from the working of the line, before 
they can commit themselves to the large expenditure involved. ‘They would be glad 
too to learn what in Sir E, Grey's opinion are the political advantages to be gained by 
the construction of the ling, and whether he considers them sufficiently iamportant to 
justify imposing, half. tho expenditure on this country, seeing that from a commercial 
point of view British interests as regards Lingah, in marked contrast to those of India, 
‘ire practically negligible (vide No. 4821, “Diplomatic and Consular Reports”: 
“Trade of Lingah.” [Cd. 5465 (1911)]). 

‘The map enclosed with letter under reply is returned horoith ag requested. 

am, &c, 
L. HEATH. 





(16602) No, 69. 
Persian Railways Syndicate to Voreign Office —(Received April 11.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
April 10, 1913, 
I AM in reovipt of your letter of the 7th instant conveying the substance of a 
telegram which haw been recived from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, on 
tho subject of the survey party which hus recently. been despatched to Mohammerah, 
anid asking for any comments which T may have to offer on this message, 

Before commenting in detail upon the points raised by the Persian Goveroment I 
would like to state that we have been guilty of no discourtesy at all, and to point out 
that the objections raised by thom are frivolous in the extreme, and are apparently 
only put forward with the object of throwing impediments in the way of the carrying 
out of the survey, instead of assisting it to be carried out as expaditiously and as 
inexpomively as posible, 

in the letter of option dated the 9th February, and finally agreed and accepted 
‘on the Sth March it was stated that— 


‘ ‘The Persian Government agree to commence this survey now in co-operation with 
the syndicate ; 


‘and to comply with this stipulation we made immediate arrangements to send off a 
survey party to conduct the reeonnaissance necesary to, enable us to decide upon. the 
most suitable aligomont, in readiness for the operations of the party who are to conduct 
the preliminary survey, which, as the Persian Government point out, ean only be 
conducted in the cold weather. : 

Tt was nocessary, ng pointed out in my letter of the 19th ultimo, that this party 
should be dispatched without. the loss ofa single day, as even with this it wil be 
Gificult to complete the preliminary survey within the potiod of the option, and, 


nm 


inasmuch as the option letter stated definitely that the survey was to commence now, 
it did not, nor does it now, appear to us that there was any obligation to refer to the 
Persian Government on the matter, other than to advise them of the date when our 
Party was leaving in order that they might arrange to send their enginoers to 
meet them. 

To have sent out party, or any portion of them, vil Tehran, would have been not 
only an unnecessary expense, but also have rendered the completion of the preliminary 
surrey within th option period an impos 

e inconsistency of the Persian Government's attitude is evident from the fact 
that on the 1th March Mr, Wood wired as follows:— 


“Persian Government desire to know when will your surveyors arrive to join 
theirs, who are ready ?” 


‘To which we replied on the 15th idem :— 


“Four engineers arriving Mohammerah 10th April, to undertake reconnaissanos 
survey in order to select route for main survey party, who will probably commence work 
end of September.” 


Whereas they have now informed Sir Walter Townley that they have no engineers 
whom they can send to Mohammerah, If they have no engineers now ready to send to 
Mohammerah, the statement made to Mx. Wood on the 19th March was inngourate, and 

obvious that they are uot in a position to carry out the condition of the option 
letter quoted above, 

‘The misunderstanding on the part of the Persian Government may possibly bo 
partly due to their inexperience in railway matters, and to their not understanding the 
nature of a “preliminary survey.” ‘This, in ordinary railway parlance, means « survey 
for the purpose of obtaining at approximate estimate of the cost of construction, for 
which it is necessary to take cross sections; study the surface conditions; nature of 
material available for construction; water supplies; transport conditions ; bridging, &,; 
and before this can be undertaken « reconnaissance survey is necessary in order to 
decide upon the most practicable and economical route of alignment, 

~From the telegrams received from Mr, Wood, it would appear that the Persian 
Governmeit have something else than the preliminary survey agreed upon in their 
minds, for, on the 19th ultimo, he wired that the Persian Government— 


“Hoped that. surveyors will arrive here in, onder to consult them and their, 
representatives before embarking on survey, which is intended to be cursory and 
inexpensive,” 
And, again, on the 2nd instant, he wired— 

“Persian Government hope that two ont of your four engineers will come to 
Tehran by tle 15th May, and perhaps they will be able to supply suflciont data. to 
satisfy Persian Government's requirments without further research.” 


But the procedure thus suggested would not be in accordance with the terms of the 
revised option letter which states that— 

“A preliminary survey is necessary.” 
And stipulates that— 

“The result of the survey with necessary data must be eubmitted to the Persian 
Goverument six months before the end of that period.” 


And this stipulation is consistent with the Persian Government's previous attitude 
when, as it will be remembered, they gave as their reason for not being able to decide 
whether to complete the contract already before them, or to grant. a concession, 
that they must first of all be provided with an estimate of the cost of the proposed 


rallmay. 
‘The whole object of the preliminary urvey is to procure for them (and us) this 


information, and this object: cannot be achieved by a“ cursory survey,” nor by any 
“‘data” which our engineers could give them in Teliran without going over the routo 
and estimating the amount of work required. 

With regard to the Persian Government's complaint that they do not know whother 
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or not the reconnaissance is intentled to be the preliminary survey which they ander 
took to cay out in eo-apemtion with the syndicate, this point was quite clearly shown 
in our telegram of the 25th March to Mr. Wood, which read as follows :— 

It is necessary to commence reconnaissance immediately if we are to complete 
Preliminary survey by the end of uext cold weather, Unless. preliminary survey then 
completed, we cannot submit result to Persian Government six mouths before expiry 
option. Therefore, to comply with Persian Government's letter they must send thei 
surveyors at once to Mohaminerah to co-operate with ours.” 








As to the question of the approximate cost of the reconnaissance, we are unable as 
yet to finite figures but, of course, the expenses ‘will be kept down as. lo 
is possi the event of the Persian Government deciding to grant a concessio 
instead of entering into a contract, the cost is payable hy ourselves, 

For convenience of reference, T bey to attach a complete docket of all the recent 
telograms which have passed between ourselves and our representatives in ‘Ty 
this connection, 








ran in 


Tam, &o, 
@. GREENWAY, Chairman. 


Enclosure in No. 69, 


Translations of Telegrams exchanged between Mr. Wood and Persian 
Railways Syndicate, 
Received March 13, 1913, 


PERSIAN Government desire to know when will your surveyor arrive to join 
thisire who are ready, 








Sent March 15, 1913, 


Four engineers arriving Mohammerah 10th April to undertake reconnaissance 
survey in order to select route for main survey party who will probably commence work 
ond of September, 





Received March 19, 1913, 


Referring to your telegram 16tb, Persian Government object to procedure, pointing 
out is not in keeping with spirit of option, and hope that surveyors will come here i 
onder to consult them and their representative bofore embarking survey. wy 

itended to be cursory and inexpensive. 














Sent March 25, 1913, 


Tiupossible send surveyors Tehran if work to be complated within period option nor 
in it necessary as surveyors are only technieal men with mo authority diseuss questions 
with Persian Government. Persian Government option letter states Persian Govern. 
‘mont agree commence survey now. I is necessary commenco reconnaissance immediately 
if'we are to complete pre liminary survey by end of next cold weather, and unless 
preliminary survey then eompleted we catinot submit result to Persian Government ane 
‘months before expity option, therefore, to comply with Persian Goverament letter they 
‘ust send their surveyor at once Mohammerah co-operate with ours. Foreign Occ 
fare wiring His Majenty's Minister confirming foregoing. 








Received April 2, 1913. 


if {0 your telegram 26th, Persian Government hope that two of your four 
engineers will cone to Tehran by 15th May, and perhaps they will be able Yo supply 
sullicient data, satisfy Persian Government requirements, without further researoh, 
‘When will your representative arrive here ? 
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Sent. April 2, 1913. 


Our four engineers now en route Mobammeral, and commencing route 10th April 
they cannot spare time go Tehran, Persian Government must send their surveyor 
Mohammerah at once. Though Persian Government may be satisfied without further 


research, survey is in any case necessary for estimates, Representative arriving 
18th April. 















(16680) No. 70. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey —(Reecived Apri 11.) 
No. 150.) 
‘legraphic.) Decode, Tehran, April 1, 1913. 
FOLLOWING received from British consul at Shiraz yesterday :— 
‘Troops arrived safely Kazerun, 10th April, without incident. ‘They continue 


march 11th April, No trouble anticipated.” 








(16682) No. 71. 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received April 11.) 
(No. 189.) 
(Telegraphic) R. Constantinople, April 11, 1913, 

‘TURCO:PERSIAN frontier. 

Your telegram No. 175 of Oth April, 

The Russian Ambassador has sent. in reply to the Turkish note of Slat March, 
havitig proviously shown me the draft. He takes act of acceptation by Turkey of 
the principle that the line from Ararat to Bane should be trnced according to Theat of 
Erzeroum, but contests the modification regarding certain villages, 

Regarding Zobab, pending further instructions from St. Botorsburgh, the Russian 
Ambassador reserves the right to make certain obsorvations on proposals, but pointe ont 
that the frontier euggested would (1) cut Kasr-i-Shirin-Kermanshah road, and (2) place 
in Turkey Sinjabi and Kalhur tribes, which are both Shiite, 

‘The note likewise calls attention to the great sterifice Persia would be making in 
ceding the petroleum-fields of Tehia-Sourkh, 
py of note by post to-morrow. 




















{16898} No. 72. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recoived Aprit 11.) 
(Telegraphie.) Bushire, April 11, 1918, 

YOUR telegram of 9th April received through His Mujesty’s Minigter, 

Maps referred to in the remarks which follow are the four maps accompanyi 
memorandum of 18th July to Turkish Ambassador and two maps’ forwarded. with 
Captain Wilson's report of oth July, 

1. Sentence in your telegram referring to “Neshva" ig not intelligible to me, 
Name is presumably another spelling of “ Neshweh,” but latter place’ ig on Shattols 
Arab, south of Kurnu (cide map above mentioned and p. 98 of “ Gazetteer” 

2. In settling the preciso boundary north of Shuaib the main object is to give Turks 
no footing on terra firma on the east of marsh, as this is within the aphere of influsnes 
of the Beni-Turuf, 

Tn any case the exit of the Shatt-i-Niasam is an inconvenient. point to refer to, 
because it is not accurately fixed. I would urge that we take Bisaitin’ as our basta of 
calculation, as this settlement hins been astronomieally determined. If-any concension ia 
‘made here, I would suggest instead of taking the line from entry of the Ghar-el-Muhuiain, 
(1629) U 
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18 miles west of Bisaitin, we might agreo to shift line 9 miles to the eastward, 
and take it from the exit of Ghor-el-Douvil; that is the place referred to ag 
“Umm Chir” in paragraph 6 of Captain Wilson's report, dated sth July. From 
there, line should proceed south-west and join our line at the southern extremity of 
small sheet of open water alluded to in paragraph 5 of same report. 

5, Aa regards southern portion of boundary : provided our line from Kishle-i-Basti 
to Shatt-el-Arab is accepted without further modification, I see no serious objection. to 
angle of our line at Kishk-i-Basti heing shifted northward just sufficiently to. 
that, point into the corner of Turkish territory, but at any rate not higher than 
Sst aid of latitude, But 1 would urge absolute necessity for insisting on accept- 
ance of our line from Kishk-i-Basri to the Shatt-el-Arab. 

4, As royards Babriya, I think discrepancy is due to confusion of names. Island 
oforred to by Turks is presumably that mentioned on p, 258 of “ Gazetteer of the 
Persian Gulf,’ ‘That ois t say, itis the uppermost of two islands shown on the right 

Hout names in our map No. 3. On the other hand, the island appearing aa 

iyeh,” on the left bank, is part of ground referred to under the enumeration 

“Salbug,""at p, 1658 of “ Gazetteer.” In these cireumstances, is further local enquiry 
desired 


(Repeated to Tehran.) 





(16884) No. 78 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 

(No, 181,) 5 : ; 
(Telegraphic) Foreign Offiee, April 11, 1913 

YOUR wlegram No, 149 of 10th April: Anglo-Russian advan f 

Provided yc tisfied that there will be proper control over expenditure, and 
that uo loophile is left whereby ‘Treasurer-General’s control will be disregarded by 
Pervian Government, you may advanoe British sha 

(Repeated to St, Petersburgh, No, 816.) 





(16383) No. 74, 


Sir Rdward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 

No, 182 
‘Teleggraphic.) Horeign Office, April 11, 14 

YOUR tolegram No, 148 of Uth April: Advance for Fars, 

As you think a uote might cause further delay, you should send 
‘memorandum, 

‘The 100,000L, for Fars is being paid into your account, and there is no objection 
then (o your handing it over in oie hump sum, so long as you ure satisfied 3 to its 
expenditure, which should not exceed 8,000L a month, 





(16682) No. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Lowther. 
No. 178.) f 
elegraphic.) Rk Foreign Ogice, April 11, 1913. 
‘OUR tologram No. 189 of L1th April : Turoo-Persian frontier, 

‘4 solution involving retentiow of Pchts-Sourkh by Persian would. be far preferable 
owing to Anglo-Porsian oilfields concession, You should endeavour to secure’ this, and 
should explain to your Russian colleague the complications which would ensue if 
territory in which Anglo-Persian Company's concessions are situated is handed over to 

‘urkey, 

Ulepented to St Petersburgh, No. 319, and Tehran, No 184) 
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(16843) No. 76. 
Board of Trads to Foreign O fice —Received April 12.) 


you herewith, for the 
ig statements made at a 
id Sassoon and Co, 


Tam, &e, 
GEO. J. STANLEY. 


Enclosure in No, 76. 


Memorandum on Persian Gulf Trade, 


(Very Confidential.) 

MRLONGGROFT, of the firm of David Sassoon and Co, called and had on 
interview with Mr. Stanley and myself to-day, the Srd April, 

Messrs. Sassoon are engaged m tho export trade from the Persian Gulf, but riot in 
barley (they are concerned swith opium, gum tragacanth, and other special products), 
and therefore do not come into conflict with Messrs. Wénekhaus, ‘They did) however 
engage in a joint venture with Messrs. F. C, Strick and Co, some four years ago, but 
gave it up as entirely unprofitable, owing to the competition of Messrs. Wonckhaus, 
who sere overbidding in the Gulf and underselling in Europe, 

Mr. Longeroft was not propared to express auy opinion as to the facilities afforded 
to exporters from the Gulf by the Anglo-Algerian and Bucknall Lines, though ono hnd 
the impression that. the suggestions made by other shippors from th Gulf on. this 
point did not cause him any surprise. He appeared to doubt if the proposed lightora 
company could be established, though it would be useful; and iin any event ho 
regarded it as a matter of small importance, 

Mr, Longeroft was concerned chiefly with the lack of security on tho Porsian trade 
outes, in eousequence of which insuratice rates are very high, and. in somie cases (e.g, 
recently from Bagdad to Kermanshah) unobtainable; large quantities of goods which 
have been got into the port cannot be conveyed into the interior ; debts cannot bo 
collected ; and firms are left with largo sums locked up (Mr. Longerof’s own finin have 
recently had as much as 60,0001. locked up at one south Persian port alone), Small 
Jewish and Arab firms with no capital are taking big risks, and in somo cases making 
large profits; but reputable firms are finding the whole position more and more 
unsatisfactory. For the very confidential information of the Board, Me. Longcrott 
stated that his firm had in mind the Bossbility of withdrowing from the Persian trade 
entirely unless matters inproved ; at least they would make uo. effort to develop their 
operations there and would gradually reduce them, ‘The absence of any security mado 
them indisposed to make further eflorts, 

Mr. Longeroft referred in very appreciative terms to the work of Sir P, Cox and 
Mr. Chick, and especially to the services rendered to his firm by the latter. 

PA 


April 3, 1913, 





(16372) No. 7. 
Foreign Ofice to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 12, 1913 
WITH reference to your letter of the 2nd February, 1911, regarding the desire 
of the Anglo-Persian Oi! Company to bore for oil in the territory of the Sheikh of 
Mohammerah, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to state that he has 
received telegram on the subject from His Majesty's Resident and Consul-Gencral at 
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Bushinewho reports that the project which was absndoved in 1911 has now been 
revived by your local manager, who has been instructed to take action in consultation 
with His Majesty's consul at Mohammerab. 

Jn viow of the great importance of the subject, and of the time which has elapsed 
since it was discussed, it appears desirable that’ the understanding between your 
company and this department, foreshadowed in the last paragraph of your letter under 
reference, should be established before any local action 

Sir P. Cox is of the opinion—which is shared by y 
of the list two years gives your company every reason to be satisfied with the sheikh's 
treatment of it, and to be’ confident in the élficacy of the influence of His Majesty's 
consular officers over his Excellency; on that assumption I am to express the hoy 
that your company will agree definitely in principle to carry on the project in 
agreement with Sheikh Khazal, and not in spite of h 

Should you concur in this proposal, Sir E, Gre a 
sheikh to let your company bore for oil without con: ‘except that on this occasion 
the ground disturbed should be leased at market rates. At the same time the sheikh 
would be assured by His Majesty's consul that if oil is tapped fresh negotiations would 
be opened with him for the continuance of the enterprise on conditions which, in 
Sir I, Grey's opinion, would bo satisfactory and equitable both to your company and 
to the Sheikh of Mohammerah, : i 

Tam at the same time to express the hope that, pending the consideration of this 
Tete, yon local manager may bo inatrited to taken further Seti inthe matter, 

am, do. 
LOUIS MALLET, 
























would be prepared to advise the 























(16929) No. 78, 
Sir G, Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 14.) 
(No, 286.) 
Sin, Constantinople, April 8, 1913, 


IPPILA-UL-MULK called at the embassy this morning and enquired whether we 
Wore avare of the terms of the Turkish reply to the Russinn note of the 22nd August, 
1912, on the subjeot of the Turco-Persian frontier question, aud, on receiving a reply in 
the affirmative, asked what we thought of the Turkish proposals for territorial eo 
sions in the Zohab district, He was informed by Mr, Marling that we considered at 
first sight that the Turkish requite but as they were based on the 

inciple that only Sunni tribes should be plaeed tmder Turkish rafe they could not, as 
Is tho districts south of the Elvand River, be substantiated, as those rogions were 
occupied by the Sinjabi and Kalhur tribes whieh we believed to be wholly Shia. —Tetila- 

Milka Chat Chi as tio 9, Mare were severe subsivigons Sf the Sinjabis 
which were Sunni, but he could not say what proportion they formed of the whole 
tribe, Mx. Marling observed that if they formed only a stall section of the tribe there 
would, he thought, be a strong case agaist endeavouring to split up a large and 

portant tribe like the Sinjabis, an arrangement which ould only lead to troubles on 
the frontien, and he pointed out also that the ‘Turkish proposal involved placing the 
winter quarters of the Sinjabis in Turkish territory, while their summer quarters would 
still be in Persia, which was again a most unpractical arrangement. 

Ittila-ul-Mulk went on to say that the only Sunni tribes that he knew of in the 
Zohab were those inhabiting the Kuretu district, : 
As regards the prolongation of the mixed commission (which formed the subject 

of your telegram No, 156 of the 28th March), Ittila-ul-Mulk said that the Persian 
Anbassador had not requested any instructions from Tehran, but was awaiting a 
communication on the subject from the Porte, 










































Thave, ke. 
GERARD LOWTHER. 
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[17129] No. 79, 
Treasury to Foreign Office —(Received April 14.) 


Sir, . Whitehall, Aprit 12, 1913, 

IN reply to Sir L, Mallet’s letter of the 10th instant, Iam directed by the Lords 
Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury to state, for the information of Secretary 
Sir E. Grey, that, as requested, they have given direotions for the trauster from tho 
Treasury chest fund to the eredit of the vote for diplomatic and consular sorvices of 
30,0001 in respect of the share ofthis country in the joint AnglosIndian advance of 
100,001. for the restoration of order in Fars. 

My Lords understand that the conditions attaching to this advance are similar to 
those governing the British share of the Anglo-Russian advance of 400,001, viz,, thi 
the advance will bear interest at 7 per cent. and, if not otherwise repaid, be ‘redeemed 
by half-yearly instalments from the Ist January, 1015, but they would be glad, to 
be informed at Sir E, Grey's convenience what security has been or will bo given by 
the Persian Government for repavment and what amonnt is proposed for the sinking 
fund instalments. 








Tam, &. 
ROBERT CHALMERS, 
(17034) No 80 
Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received April 4.) 
No: 151.) a 
‘elegraphic.) Re Tehran, April. 13, 1913, 
FOLLOWING from British consul at Shir. (actually nb HRavgrun), ‘No, 181 


18th April-— 


,.” As far as T can gather from all available sources of information here, the gendar- 
merie will be confronted with formidable task in taking over the road between Kazertnt 
and Bushire, - The temper of riflemen and chiefs along the rend is truculent toa dogros, 
and T regard it as practically eertain that they will not relinquish their present lucrative 
monopoly without a struggle. 

“The gendarmerie’s present plan, as far as I can gather, is to march come 400 to 
00 men to Bushire to bring up atms and ammunition, 
be op 
difficul 











Mm preeding farther 
These measures would involve considerable fighting, but the gendarmes could 
rely on the assistance of Kuzerun and Kamar riflemen, and perhaps of Soulet, 

“Sufiint free would thus Derniod, and under sultabloloudare woul tindoubtedly 
sucoved 

‘But I feel very doubtful whether the Swedes possess qualities und abilities 
necessary for such an undertaking. We can, however, only await tho result of thelr 
qperations, and meanwhile T have impressed on all local persons eonceried the necessity 
for co-operating loyally with the gendarmerie,” 














(17088) No. 81, 
Sir W. F = ‘ 2 ’ 
i) Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 14.) 


(Teles ic.) Re Tehran, April 13, 1913. 
EGLLOWING paibts Baask uate neaee = a a 


‘* Your telegrain No. 131 represents the situation as I had foreseen it, and for which 

T had prepared the colonel commandant before he left Tehran. If the. gendarmosie 

can count on the loyal support of local levies and of Soulet their task should not bo 

‘an impossible one, but it appears to mo from your description of the state of tho road 
fie} 5 x 
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sithout guns will run a very considerable risk of suffering defeat. 
Such a fatal contingency sould be avoided by all possible means, and for this reason 
you should, if there is still time, get into touch with the colonel, explain to him the 
Situation as you see it, and seek his opinion as. to whether it would not be better to 
await the arrival of reinforcements from here with guns before risking too much. He 
might perhaps content himself with occupying the rond as far as Kazerun in force for 
the present. It would appear to me that.a further delay of a mouth or two before 
bringing up arins and ammunition would be preferable to risking a disaster. Tt is not 
for me to endeavour to influence the colonel's decision, but. it is our duty to put the 
situation clearly before him if possible, I had hoped that he would have auwaited 
your return to Shiraz before starting for Bushire, but I gather that he has already 
marched. 
“T entirely approve steps which you have taken to endeavour to secure the 
eoroperation of such local forces as there is some reason to trust.” 


omo(Atdrmeed to British consul at Kaxerun; repeated to Bushire and Foreign 
ice, 





(17277) No. 82, 
Sir W. Towuley to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received April 14,) 


(Wolographie, Tehran, April 13, 1913, 
MY ee No. 117 of 19th Marek, e 
‘Tho Minister of War is about. to. prove. 

Regent to return, Tt is clear that it is not ex 
Th 


and seemed to favour the idea, 
1 opposed this solution of the Regency question when there was a possibility of 

Saad becoming Prime Minister, ‘The same obj t hold goorl with the present 

Cabinet, but it would be straining the text of the Constitution somewhat. Nevertheless 

it would, T think, be preferable to a Regency crisis, were Nasr-uleMulk to resign, 
(Repeated to St, Petorsbnngh.) 





(17185) No, 83, 


Sir W, Townley to Sir Ediard Grey—(Received April 4.) 


No, 154.) 
‘Tolograph Tehran, April 13, 1913, 

St. PETERSBURGH telegram No, 119 of 23rd March. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs told me last night that the Persian Government are 
ry anxious about the appointment of Salar to Resht. ‘They bad hoped that the 
Government intended to support their endeavours to persuade the Prince to go 

to Europe, but the Russian Chargé dlffares now advises them to let him take up the 
‘appointment, | Minister for Foreign Affairs ropresenta that the Prince has not accepted 
conditions of the Government; ‘that the population of Ghilan have reiterated their 
opposition to his appointment, and that. the’ Persian Government now reali that it he 
oes there « moat serious situation may be rented, a8 it is clear that he hus in no sone 
made his submissi 


stil.) 

heen able to understand the Russian Minister's attitude in this matter, 

and it seems hord not. to believe that the Russian Government, in insisting upon 

confiimation of the appointment, are wilfully creating serious diffculties for Persia ata 

moment when there is reason £0 hope that there is some chance of an improvement in 
the general situatio 
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(17192) No. 84, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Reeeived April 14.) 
(No. 155.) 


(Belegraphic.) R. Tehran, April 14, 1918. 
MY telegram No, 152 of 13th April. 
Following from the British consul at Shiraz, now at Kazerun: 


“Thad along conversation with Soulet on 13th April, His general attitude is 
one of profound distrast of his own Government, I gave him the best advice in my 
Power, namely, that his two principal duties were, first, loyalty to the Persian 
Government and its representative in Fars in the person of the Governor-General, and 
secondly, maintenance of order amongst his tribe. 

“He was prolific in assurances as to his willingness and ability to follow my 
advice in these respects. Regarding the question ax to the surrender of persons 
guilty of attacks on our troops, Soulet declared himself able to produce the principal 
offenders, but only on the understanding that they should be handed oyor to the consul 
a5 8 proof of Soulet’s good-will towards the British Government. T explained to him 
that I had no authority to accept such a condition. I pointed out, that, although no 
doubt His Majesty's Government and. you would be duly appreciative of any sign of 
his efforts, he is above all a servant of the Persian Government, and ovves his allegiance 
and obedience to them, 

“The Governor-General had addressed me on the subject before 1 left Shires, 
and, knowing his views, I was careful to say nothing to Soulet which might causo the 
Governor-General any embarrassment. 

“Soulet was manifestly disappointed at my attitude, but he is, I think, gonuinely 
susion to prove his lvaly tothe Persian Government, 

“He has promised to give full support to the gendarmerie in their task of taking 
over the road. I also spoke to him regarding the prevention of damage to the 
telegraph line.” 





(16602) No. 85, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 185.) 
(Tele hic.) Re Foreign Office, April. 15, 1913. 
mentee ‘elogeam No. 142 of 4th April: Survey for Mobemmsorah Kh premabacd 
ilway. 

My Masioagl otic heal genelto Tohianita represent syndicate, and ig due to arrive 
about now, is in possession of all information as to their point of view and of all 
arguments in support of i, so that it is unnecessary to telegraph these at length. 

You should obtain all information from him aid’ most strongly support ayndicate's 
contention, which I consider perfectly sound. 





(16898) No. 86. 
Memorandum communicated to Hakki Pasha. 


‘THE line proposed by his Highness Hakki Pasha, in his communication of the 
7th instant, as that of the froutier between ‘Turkey and Persia, in the neighbourhood 
of Mohammerah, begins at the point where the Shatt-i-Niasan leaves the Khor-el-Azam, 

His Majesty's Government would prefer, the point previously recommend by 
thom, i.e, where the Khor-el-Muhaisin joins the Khor-el-Azam, In view, howover, of 
the wish expressed by the Turkish Government that the frontier in this region should 
lie further to the east, His Majesty's Government would be willing to agree to a line 
starting from the place known as Unun-Chir, where the Khor-elDouvil leaves the 
Khorel-Azam. ‘The position of Unun-Chir is accurately known, and is 9 miles to the 
east of the point previously recommended by His Majesty's Government (the junction 
of the Khor-el-Mubaisin and the Khor-cl-Azam), and 9 miles to the north-west of 
Bisaitin, a place situated on latitude 31° 43! 20”.’ From Unun-Chir the line proceada 
in a south-westerly direction, and joins at longitude 4". the line previously recommended 
by His Majesty's Government at the southern extremity of the small sheot of open 








uz 
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water, apparently also known as Azam, which is to be found in the Khor-el-Azam at 
some distance north-west of Shnail : 
From this point the line continues south, as Previously recommended by His 
Majesty's Government, but stops at latitude 31°, when it is deflected due east, and 
continues along that parallel to a point just north-east of Kushk-i-Basra, thas including 
that spot in ‘Purkish territory, "This compromise is_made as a proof of the friendly 
desire of His Majesty's Govertiment to satisfy the Turkish Government, who it appears 
arp auxious that Kushk-i-Basra should be recognised as Turkish i 
From, the point just mentioned the line proceeds south, striking the Shatt-el-Arab 
at the point originally proposed by Tis Majesty’s Goverment, and continuing to 
follow the direction recommended by thein throughout the remainder ofits course. 
As rogards the reference in Hakki Pasha’s communication to the position of 
Bahrie, it would appear that the island cited by his Highness as passing onder that 
ame is the more northern of the two islands lying between Muhalla (or Hojji Salbua) 
and the right bank of the Shattel-Arab (the more southern island being known as 
Gata), while the island marked as Babrie on the map enclosed in Sir E. Grey's noto of 
the 18th July last is the more southern of the two islands lying between Maballa and 
the left bank. 
AAs the first-mentioned Babrie has not been claimed for Persia, nor tho last- 
mentioned for ‘Turkey, itis unnecessary further to discuss this point. 


Poroign Ofiee, April 15, 1913. 





























(17402) No. 87, 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Bdward Grey.—| 





iced April 16.) 





Constantinople, April 12, 1913, 
WITH reference to my telegram No. 189 of yesterday, I have the honour to 
forward herewith copy of a note addressed by the Russian Ambassador at 
Coustantinople to the Ottoman Ministry of Foreign Affairs on the subject of the 
‘Pureo:Porsian frontier. 








Thave, & 
G 





RARD LOWTHER. 





Enclosure in No, 87. 


Note arldrvssed to Ottoman Ministry of Foreign Affaire by Russian Ambassador at 
Constantinople. 


Constantinople, le 28 mare (10 acri), 1913, 
(AT Vhonneur d'aceuser A votre Altes réception de In note qu'elle a bien voulu 
clresser en date du 18 (31) mars, 1913, concernant la frontiére turco-persane, Cest 
‘vee une vive satisfaction que je preuds acte de i ¥ contenue par laquelle 
Je Gouvernement Iny petal ottoman reconnait ‘ipe de la délimitation du 
troneon Ararat-Bané lo sens prévis de Varticle 3 du traité de 1848, dit d'Erzeroum, tel 
u'll s@ trouve exposé dans ma note du (22) aod, 1912. 
‘Toutefois, passant & Vapplication dudit principe de tracement de la ligne de 
frontibre dapres | 
modifi 












1, Les ronseignements détaillés manquant au sujet de la vallée d’Rgri-Tehat, sise 
av sud dela valléo de. Rasligeul, qui daprte le Aéclaration de Ia Sublime Porte, doit 
appartenir ln Perse, il serait preférable, de laisser & la commission technique les 
soins de tracer Ia ligne de frontiéxe & Egri-Tchai, en conformité avee le prinel 
éndral mentionné plus haut ot & condition que les villages de Nado, Bellasor (Ky2y1- 
feya) ot Nilo, fata paris du kore a'Avadjik, restent Ala Pere, 

2% Quant a Lahidjan, il importe avant tout’ d’écarter une interprétation qui ne 
conespont nullement au sens du passage respectif du mémorandum russe du 
O'(22) note, 1018. Jo tins’ h siplale ab tote Rice toe de ce dernier ne 
Comporte aueunement la reconnaissance du cours de la riviére de Kislou et de son 
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affluent Lavéne comme formant la frontitre du'Lahidjan. C'est précisément contre ee 
tracé que se prononce la note russe, qui insiste sur la. frontidre pssane par Ja hte 
chnino de Kandi. Outre los ooidéutecs tice dans le mémorandum du. 
FED gate 1812, des arguments géographiques, ethuographiques ‘ct. Geonomiques 
plaident également & Vappui de ce point de. vue. Ainsi, la chaine do Kendil cot 
Scule capable de servir de barridre entre les tribus furques. ct persanes; la population 
shtentaire du Vieux-Lahidjan (tribu de Piran troitement apparentée aux Momach ao 
Pasré) reste toute Yannée du edt6 ost de ees montages. et s'approvisionne ace 
Garchées 'Ourmiah. et de Soudj-Boulak. Toutes ees considérations obligent le 
aurermement Impérial d'insister sur Yo tracé de ln trontiore suivant los crates de 
in 


i. Une fois le principe du statu c recounu et admis par la Sublime Porto, il est 








Hident que le plateau de Vezné (\ Youest do Kandil) ainsi quo) les. villagus cle 
Noukhouvan (sur a rivibre de Verné) et le village de. Beltoucio, nentionnes sreemales 
ment dans la note russe, ne peuvent faire exception A la rbglo, Cos domnisres Ipealites 
Sont expressément nommés par Khurchid Effendi comme faisant partio des subdivisions 
de Serdecht que la Sublime Porte ne conteste plus a la Perse, 

Faisant, par conséquent, une réserve sur la question d'gri-Tchai, PAmbasssade 
Tmpériale de Russie ne saurait assea insister sur la nécossite do napporter merce 
modification a la ligne établio dans sa note du 9 (22) aot, 1912, 

En co qui conceme Ia délimitation dans le Zohab, '’Ambassade Iunpériale est toute 
GUeirouse de la voir tranchée en mémo temps que’ colle dos. autres pattion dai, 
frontidre, et elle n'a pas manqué do soumettre A Vappréciation der Miniedes 
Impérial des Affaires Kirangires Le projet expose dans Ie een nnexé A Ja 
note susmentionnée de votre Altesse. 

Se réservant de présonter ses observations détaillées eur Ia frontidre du Zohab 
quasitét qu’clle aura recu des instructions de Saint-Pétersbourg, VAmbassade Linpériele 
Grok cependant devoir émottro dis a présent son opinion si ensemble. du profe 
Pagan, qui ne Ini semble pas garantir sufisamment pour Vavenir le maintion Ne 
Yordro et de la paix sur les fronti¢ros, 

Ainsi votre ‘Altesse voudra bien reconnattro Jee innombrablos difenltés quo 
prisentorait enclave du territoire ottoman entre Dalahiou ot Kouhi-Noa, Colteeralicg 
empécherait In communication entre Kasri-Chirine, restant d la Perso, ot Viatésione 0G 
cae ie leate gettg communication n'est possible que par une sede grande route passant 
par le défilé de Taki-ghitra 
1a présence des tribus importantes porsanes de Sendjabii et Kelhour ur lee 
aires entre Elvend et Mendéli constitue également un fait dovant Otro pris on 
sériense considération mé de vue di principe de la délimitation par la 
religion des tribu Chlitorqui ost formule dane Vasnene henge a 
votre Altesse, 

11 serait do méme assez péniblo pour In Perse de oéder les terrding pétroliforea de 
Aehal-Sourkh, exploités par une compagnie étrangtro on vertu, dune woneeaics 
accordée par le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté le Schah et qui constitie nao eee 
Tevenu pour le Trésor persan, 































Veuillez, &e, 


AM. GIERS, 











(17482) No, 88. 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Ofice.—(Weceived Apri 16,) 


” Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, April 15,1913, 

T BEG to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 10th instant with feference to 
{he Proposed erection ofa wireless station at Mohammerah to work in eonjusetiee wit 
the one to be orected by His Majesty's Government at Buahive 

X note with regret that: His Majesty's Government. are unable to modify their 
reading ei noh, but trust that Sir Edward Grey's opinion as to the possibility at 
Fe toeng the Arabistan telegraph line to working order at an early datelwill proce oc 
be correct. 

Jn this connection I may mention that we are informed by our agents at 
Moharmerah that an inspection of the telegraph line from Mobammeal te Aigo yet 

[1629] 


va 
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marle recently by a Bombay representative of the Indo-European Telegraph Depart 
who gave it as his opinion that the actual erection of the line would not occupy 
than about six months from the time of arrival of the necessary material in 





Persia. 


Thave, &e. 
C. GREENWAY, 
Managing Director. 













(17475) No. 89. 


Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Roreign Ofiee. 





(lteceived Aprit 16.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Strec 





London, 





Sin, April 15, 1913, 
THAVR the honour to acknowledge recefpt of your letter of the 12th instant, 
advising receipt of w telegram from lis Majesty's Resident and consul-general at 





Bushire reporting that our local manager has beox instructed to: resume negotiatio 
in consultation with His Majesty's consul at Mohammerah, for permission from the 
Sheikh of Mohammerah to bore for oil iu his territory. 
Jam desired by my board to say that they fully recognise the position indicated 
ferred to and accept the principle of the desirability of coming 
h will avoid the difficulties anticfpated in 1911 and at the same 
ito accoptable to the sheik 
This is shown by the instructions in this connection which were recently sent to 
the company’s agonts at Mohammerth, as follows :— 


‘ ‘The best course to follow is for you to ask the sheikh for permission to bore for 
oil in his territory, pointing ont to hith the various advantages of establishing this new 
industry in his’ provineo= increased employment to his people, and the attendant 
greater prosperity and lirgor revenues to himself, and so.on—and to arrange for this, 
if freo sauction cannot be obtained, on the best possible terms. He will probably want 
tho same terms as were given to the Bakhtisri khans, but these were conceded in 
extraordinary circumstances which do not now exist, as, with plenty of oil already 
proved in the Bakhtiari country, it is not a matter of very. great importance to us 
whether we find oil at Ahwaz or not, and therefore you will make the best bargain you 
can, eithor in the form of a percentage on profits (not y case more than 3 ‘per 
cont,), or of rontal on the land eventually occupied, oF in any other form which 
circuinstances may suggest, avoiding altogether any obligation to pay any cash sum, 

4 Having mate your bargain the board wish you to obtain from the sheikh a loiter 
stating that he ‘will only allow you’ to bore in his territory on such and such terms, 
‘and in reply to this you will write a letter to hin accepting these terms. Should any 
explanation be required by the sheikh as to the reason for requiring this letter you can 
explain that under tho terms of our concession we are entitled to bore anywhere within 
its limits without payment to anyone but the Persian Government, but that you are his 
friends aid want to get as much for him as possible, ouly that you must have 
documentary proof to put before the board to show that you had no alternative but to 
agree to his terms, But the real object of obtaining this letter is, of course, to enable 
tho company, should they deem it advisable to do so, to deduct from the royalty 
payable to the Porsian Government any royalty or other payment that we may ha 
mike to the sheikh, as under the terms of our concession the obli 
Porsian Government to secure for us the right to drill jere within the limits of 
the concession without payment of royalty to any other parties. 

These negotiations vith the sheikh should, of cours, as indicated in our telegram 
of the 12th February, be conducted through Sir Perey Cox, if he ean come to 
Mohammerah, or, if ‘through the consul, only with his approval and under his 
instructions, and you will explain fully to him or them the board's reasons for wishing 
to adopt the above procedure.” 





































































From this it will be seen that we hay 
terms cannot be arranged, the same surcl 
Bakhtiari khans under an arrangement whi 
which they were unable to resist, 





authorised our agents to poy 
rge as the company are paying to the 
th was forced npon them in circumstances 
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In your letter under reply you kindly indicate that Sir Edward Grey would be 
propa to advise the sheikh to let the company bore for oll withont conditions except 
that on this occasion the ground disturbed should be leased ut, market rates, the sheikh 
being assured that in the event of oil being tapped negotiations would be opened. with 
him for the continuance of the enterprise. 

My board are, however, of opinion that it would be extremely inadvisable to leave 
the latter question open until after a large amount, of money has been expended and 
cil has been found in his territory, as the sheikh might then prove very difficult to deal 
with, and demand an exorbitant royalty over and above that payable to the Persian 
Government. In the circumstances they trust that His Majesty's Government, will 
approve of the procedure indicated in the above instructions to the company’s agents 
and ask Sir P, Cox to support our negotiations on these lines. 

As will be soon from tho lat paragraph ofthe instructions ent. to the company's 
agents, they were to take no action without the co-operation and approval of His 
Majesty’s representatives in the Persian Gulf, and consequently no further instructions 
are needed. 

Thave, &e. 
©. GREENWAY, 
Managing Director, 
























(17491) No. 90. 
Sir W. Poienley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reccived April 16.) 

No. 156.) aM 

(Telegraphic.) Tehran, Aprit 16, 1913, 

MY telegram No, 154 of 13th April: Salar-ed-Dowleh, 

Minister for Foreign Affairs has again urgently begged me to represent to you the 
case of Salar, ‘The Russian Government are exercising great, pressure to induce them 
to send him forthwith to Resht, and the Russian Chargé d’Affaires threatens that, if 
this is not done at once, the Russian consul at, Astrabad will accompany him to Buzeli, 
where he will be met by the Russian consul at Resht and installed as Governor- 
General. Minister for Foreign Affairs asks for your advice, as the Persian Government 
say that they cannot execute the Russian demands, since the Prince has not, accepted 
their conditions and shows himself to be in no way submissive to their authority, 

‘A Russian expedition to Astrabad, to quell a Turkoman rising which is predicted 
by Russian Legation, is ulso threatened unless Salar is allowed to proceed at ofice, 


(Confidential.) . ; 
T have reason to know that the Russian Chargé d’ Affaires does not share the views 
of his Government, though he is obliged to execute his instructions, 


























(17521) No. 91. 
Sir 





, Loucther to Sir Hdward Grey—(Reveived Aprit 16.) 
No. 196, 
{Heiogephic) R Constantinople, April 16, 1913, 
YOUR telegrams Nos. 175 of th April and 178 of Lith April: Turco-Persian 
frontier. ait 
ren Tope to be able to submit eounter-proposal for lines in Zobab districts in a day 
or two. 
‘As I understand that this part of the frontier is to be treated by the two embassies 
here (Mohammerah portion being treated in London), 1 shall be glad to be informed 
whether, in making proposals respecting Mohammerah (your telegram No.!179 of 9th 
April to Tehran), Hakki Pasha algo made a communication respecting Zohab 
identi with that made to the Russian Ambassador here (my telegram No. 181 of 
3rd April), and when I may receive the text. I find it difficult to explain to the 
Russian Ambassador why His Majesty's Government have altered their views about 
the cession of Tchia-Sourkh, and T should be glad to leara the reasons. 




























(17642) 





Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived April 16.) 
(Ne. 107) 
Telegraphic.) Constantinople, April 16, 1913. 
AY telegrams No. 106 of 16th Aprils Tureo-Pemisn hontor 
Russian Ambassador now fears there will be no chance of Turkish Government 
accepting the line we had drawn up s0 as to leave Sinjabi and Kalhour countries south 
of Elvend River and also oilfields in Persia, and that its proposal would endanger 
whole course of negotiations. He thinks Tchia-Sourkh must be included in coucessi 
to Turkey, especially as chief tribe in di 
__If His Majesty's Government agree he would then suggest present. 
identic note laying down our respective frontiers as well as Zohab concession, and at 
the same time notify that a Russian and English commissioner would accompany 
commission of delimitation. Ambassador fears change of Government here, which is 
possible, would seriously endanger negotiations. 






























(17395) No, 93, 


Lioutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived April 16.) 





(Telegraphic 
REGIMENT arrived Bushire all well, 


si (ise to Minister; repeated to Shiraz, Government of India, and Foreign 


Bushire, April 16, 1913, 








(17129) 





Sir Bdvcard Grey to Sir W. Townley, 





‘lographic.) R. Foreign Office, April 16, 1913 
sean), telegram No. 107 and your telegram No. 90, both of Oth March : Fars 
va 

‘Treasury enquire what security has been or will be given by Persian Government 
for repayment, and what amount is proposed for the sinking fund instalments. 




















(17395) 





Sir Kdward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 

No, 182) ig ‘ 

‘olographic.) Foreign Office, April 16, 1913. 
USHIRE telegram No. 719 of 16th April : Central India Horse. 

___ Please instruct Sir P. Cox to express to Colonel Douglas and the regiment under 

his command my sincere congratulations on the termination of their most arduous duty. 

I much appreciate the tact and self-restraint shown by the regiment in trying 

circumstances during eighteen months in Persia. 
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[15142] AEE 


Foreign O fice to India Ofice. 


Sir, Foreign Opie, April 16, 1913. 
I AM directed by Sooretary Sir Baward Grey to transmit to. you herewith, tobe 
Jaid before the Marquess of Crewe a copy of a despatch from His Majesty's Minister at 
‘Tohran,® regarding the nationality of the foreign officer or officers required to organise 
and instruct a native Persian force for the Governor-General of Fars. f 

In Sir E. Grey's opinion it will be difficult, if the present policy fails, to resist 
the demand for an expedition, and it is therefore to the interest of His Majesty's 
Government to do all in their power to guard against failure. In view of the fact, 
therefore, that it is conceded on all sides that a British officer of the Indian army 
would be more efficient than a Swede, His Majesty's Government would appear to be 
justified in asking for such an appointment. 

From the accompanying documents it appears evident that what is necessary 
British military adviser to reside at Shiraz. and organise the Governor-Genoral’s force. 
He would not’be an exeeutive officer and would not, take command of Persian troops, 
such a step as the latter would be open to objection as identifying His Majesty's 
Government too closely with any military operations, 

Sir B, Groy does not ontirely share Sir W. Townloy’s view that euch an appointment 
ould rao great dificutis vioed-ra of tho Swedish officers of the, gendarmerie, and 

favour 
ws of Lord Crewe before arriving 


Tam, &. ‘ 
LOUIS MALLET, 











in view of tho strong opinion entertained by Sir P. Cox and Major O'Connor i 
of a British officer, he would be glad to receive the 
‘at any decision on the question. 








(17562) No. 97. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received April 11) 


(No, 73.) 
ir, > Tehran, April 6, 1913, 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 61 of the 13th March, Ihave the honour to 
report that His Majesty’s consul-general at Bushire has furnished tho following 
information respectinig the movements of caravans during the month of March :— 









Provious 
nant : 

1 Mls arriving aud faving Boshi ag 

Doak (by Fraeabad route) Nh ns 900 

2. Boraajun reporta: 

Mules tn Baaire 





oT 2008 
he 850 







from Bushire 


His Majesty’s consul at Shiraz reports as follows :— 








Arrivals from Bushire —<, 9816 
Departures to Boshire <1) 2300 
Arrivals from the North. 450. 
Departures for the North 1. p 538 





Major O'Connor adds that theré were robberies on the Ispahan road on the 3rd, 
6th, 8th, 12th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 20th, 25th, and 28th. ‘That of the 17th, near 
Kadirabad, included the loss of the British firm of Ziegler. No robberies are reported 





‘on the south road, except of sheep, &c., from villagers around Kazerun. 
Thave, &c. 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 









(1629) 
















86 


{17709} No. 98. 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received April 17.) 


Sir, India Office, April 16, 1913. 

WITH reference to Sir Thomas Holderness letter to Sir Louis Mallet, dated the 
rd December last, regarding « proposal made by the Anglo-Persian Oil Company to 
supply oil fuel for use on Indian railways, Iam directed by the Secretary of State for 
India in Council to forward, for the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign 
‘Affairs, « copy of a letter (with enclosures) that has been received from the Government 
‘of India on the subject. % ‘ 

‘A copy of the Government of India’s letter has also been sent to the Admiralty for 
tho information of the Lords Commissioners, scr 


LIONEL ABRAHAMS. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 98, 
Government of India to the Marquess of Crewe. 


My Lord Marquess, Delhi, 

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's despatch dated 
the 10th January, 1913, forwarding a copy of correspondence between the India Office 
and the Admiralty, with reference to a proposal made by the Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company (Limiter), for the uso of ol fuel on the railways of Lada, and requesting to bo 
furnished with the viows of the Government of India on the proposal made by the 
company. 

Te With reference thoroto, wo forward herewith, for your Lordahip's information, a 
report hy th Railay Board oh the possibility of adopting ol fuel in jar oplacernent 
of sea-borne Indian coal on railways serving the west and north-west of India, together 
with « copy of the general instructions which they issued on the 14th January last for 
w thorough trial of oil fuel on the Kurrachee-Kotri section of the North-Western 
Railway. 

3 Attar the conclusion of tho teal refered to above, which will be conducted for a 
period of twelve months, your Lordship will be furnished with a copy of the report on 
the results arrived at, 

We have, ke. 
HARDINGE ov PENSHURST, 
O'MOORE CREAGH. 
G, FLEETWOOD WILSON. 
1 W. CARLYLE, 
HARCOURT BUTLER. 
S.A. IMAM. 
W. H. OLARK. 
R. H. ORADDOOK. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 98. 


Report by the Railteay Board. 


THE Fun Board have had some correspondence (of which copies are enclosed — 


Buclosures 4 to 6), with the Anglo-Persian Oil Company regarding the possibilities of 
oil fuel in part replacement of sea-borne Tudiaus coal on railways serving the west and 
north-west of India, ‘They have decided to carry out a thorough trial of the Anglo- 
Persian Oil Company's product on the Kurrashee-Kotri section of the North-Western 
Railway, and printed instructions, under which this trial is to be made, have been 

ued, aud copies have been supplied to the Anglo-Persian Oil Company. These 
instructions, copy of which is annexed to this report, clearly define the scope of the 
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trials, and the measures to be taken to secure complete and reliable information on every: 
operating detail of which it is practicable to take cognisunce, 

Uniil these trials have been carried out, the Board are not in a position to say 
whether oil fuel can, with advantage, be used on the railways in the west and north- 
west of India or not, 

TR. WYNNE, President, 

W. H. WOOD, Member, 

8, FINNEY, Member. 
Simla, January 29, 1913 


Enclosure 8 in No, 98, 


General Instructions for the proposed trial of Fuel Oil on the Kurracheo-Kotri 
Section of the North-Western Railway. 


Obie of Trak Tho puspoe ofthe trial wil bo to ascertain, a lod a8 may be 
practicable, the actual cost of working with fucl-oil as compared with coal, taking account: 
of all cognizable souroes of expenditure that may be influenced by the nature of the one 
fuel o of the other. 

Tn order to ensure that expenditure shall be correetly charged against the engines 
employed on the trials, Will bo necessary to maintait separate accounts during the 
progress of the experiments. The purpose of this note, therefore, is to indicato— 


L. The scope of the trial 

2, The preliminary work necessary before the trial is started. 

8, The lines upon which it is desirable that the trial should be conduoted ; and 

4. The manner in which the yarious items of loss or savings should be’ taken 
account of, in order that the conclusion of the trial may leave us with the data necessary 
for an accurate estimate of the relative costs of operation with coal and fuel-oil under 
actual service conditions. 


Scope of the Trial.—As regards the scope of the triul, it is proposed to fit six 
engines for oil-burning, and run. them for a period of twelve months against six coal- 
burners ; 5,000°r 6,000 tons of oil will be used in the twelve months’ competitive trial 
of oil against. coal. In addition to this quantity, 1,000 to 1,500 tons of oil will bo 
required for preliminary work. 

‘The trials will thus be divided into two distinct phases, ‘The firat phase will consist 
purely in preliminary work, including the training of all the crews, and tho selection and 
adjustment of burners, heaters, fie-box, and front-end arrangements. "The cost of all 
this preliminary work, constituting the first phase of the experiments, is to be strictly 
excluded from the accounts which are to be maintained for the purposes of the actual 
twelve months’ trial of vil against-coal, which will constitute the second phase of the 
experiments, ‘This second phase is to commence only when the men have been well 
trained and the burners, &o, finally selected, and the date upon which each phase of 
the experiments is entered upon is to be noted, 


Firat Phase, 


Preliminary Work—The twelve months’ trial will be preceded by a period devoted 
wo 
1. The tuning of even or eight erows (1 allow for casuals), 


2. ‘Thy section of the typeof burner and firebor arrangement to give tho best 
results with th ol under trial (Persian) ; and 


8. The adjustment and tuning-up of the engines, including valve-setting, adjustment 
of front-ends, burners, heaters, &c, 


In the preliminary trials two or more burners may be tried, but at least one of the 
trial burners should be of the American “ trough” pattern, ither the * Best,” Baldwin, 
Booth, or other established design. ‘Two different fire-box arrangements’ should be 
tried : forward throw with arch, and backward throw without arcb. This refers to the 
preliminary trials. The final selection of the system, burner, fire-box arrangement, 
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‘and other signiticant details, for the purposes of theactual twelve 
xugainst coal, which should’ be run with one, or at most two, 
er and firebox arrangement, shall be made by the suppliers of the fucl-oil 
ir duly constituted representative, according to the experience gained in the 
preliminary trials, 
Conditions of Bngines to be Noted.—Newly received engines will be put on to these 
ials, but it is neither essential nor desirable that. the enyines should go straight on to 
the trials from the erecting shop. A few months’ running will render them free, and 
show up any mechanical defects, which can then be put right before the actual trials 
commons, Immediately before the commencement of the training period, and ag 
just bofore the commencement of the twelve month's trial, a very thorough inspection is 
to be made of each engine, and n complete record made of the result, especially with 
wee to fire-boxes tnd tubes, stay and rivet-heads, and seains. —A'sinilar inspection 
should be carried out, and report framed on the conclusion of each phase of the trials, 
Front-Buda.—The front-end arrangements of the whole link, both coal and oil 
bumers, should be carefully adjusted for each engine, individually, prior to the commence: 
ment of the twelve months’ trial, and not altered or interfered with during the course 
of the trial, Only the blast-pipes should be taken down and burnt out once or twice 
during the trials, and carefully re-set. Blast-iozzles will be iuspected periodically an 
cleared when ary, as usival 
In the preliminary adjustinents of the oil-burners’ front-ends, the eourse adopted 
aiould be, Gat to find the font-end arrangement and proportions thee cal give the 
most intense draught in the fire-box with a given diameter: of blast-nozzle, and. then 
gradually to enlarge the blast-nozzlo to the maximum diameter that will suffice to 
the requisite draught, A similar course may be adopted for the coal-burners if their 
stuaming qualities are not satisfactory in t instance ; but in all cases the adjust- 
ments should be effected prior to the commencement of the twelve months’ trial. 
Praining of Crews.—A thorough preliwvinary training of the crews is essential, 
Oil-burning requires vigilance and intelligence, The men must. become accustomed to 
tho aymptotns of defets in aburners as they are accustomed to recognise the symptoms 
ofan unhealthy coal fir, This condition cals for experionee whiche it the triste see to 


by of any value whatever, must, as fir as possible, be acquired prior to the trials, and 
not left to be futhorod during their Progr 


‘The actual physical eflort is considerably less with oil-fring than with coal; yet 
the conditions for oil-burning are in one sense more onerous, beeause finer adjustments 
‘and closer attention are necessary than with coal, and it is iniperative that the fireman 
‘and driver should work in with each other, and that every alteration in the steam 
reiglation should bo matched by an equivalent adjustment of the vilfeed, ‘The exows 
must be habituated to a eertain proce 

Aystematie coa ‘and this 


Second Phase. 
Conditions of the Y'rial—Service—The trial engines should be employed on mail 
‘and passenger service, in preference to freight, The reasons for this are:— 

1, Constant loads and speeds, and 

2, Tho best engine crews are available on the passenger services. 


Oil. —"The oil to be 200° flash point throughout the trials. Specific gravity to be 
noted 8 received, 

‘Temperature allowance for volume to be made on receiving and issuing, 

Storaga.—The question of storage will be settled in consultation with the 
ouppliers, 

Storage of Coal.-—Coal-burning engines employed on the trials should be fuelled 
frow a spevial stack, but in all ther respecte fuelled exactly as under aervion conditions, 
‘The coal should uot be put up in weighed bags, but issued and accounted for by 
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‘measurement as in regular service working, Except that it will be reserved strictly 
for the trial engines, the stack will be an ordinary servico stack, 

Accounting —Excluding interest charges on ‘first equipment in both cases, the total 
costa involved in the use of fuel include, 


For oil 
Ge 
lage to dep, 

Pang fo fa 
Pooling enginos. 


(Dont), 
&. Conatption on engines {Consumption on engines 


8: Wages oferems 1: Wages of crews. ’ 
401 Mathtenanee (bois and noceesorien) Matotenanco (boilers and aocessoriea) 


‘The manner in which expenditure is incurred under these heads differs slightly 
‘with the two fuels, and this must be provided for in the method adopted for accounting. 
the actual cost of operation. dl i 

the case of coal, the price is paid on delivery into wagons at 

In the case of oil, we should know, separately -— z 
1. Cost of oil cif, at Kiamari, , ae 
2, Cost and method of transferring the oil from ship to tanks at Kiamari (port), 

8, Cost and method of transferring from Kiamari tanks to railway tank wagons, 
4, Charges for haulage from Kiamari to the running shed at Kurrachee eantonment, 


When framing the final basis for comparisons, the difference must be allowed for 
between the cost of working the temporary expedients, adopted merely for the period of 
the trials, and the probable cost of working an efficient permanent installation in the 
tent of the subsequent option of fusl-oll in part oriole typlnoontond of neachorne 
coal, 

Haulage to up-country Dopéts—Haulage of coal and oil respectively to up-eountry 
locomotive stations need riot be considered until the general results of the experiments 

thy Kurrachee-Kotri section are known. i 

Terminal Charges—Unloading and Stacking.—For coal, the cost of unloading and 
stacking will be the actual cost according to the staff normally employed, or the contract 
rate if done on contract, F ease 

Pransferring Oil into Storage Tanks.—For oil, during the trials, it will probably be 
found best, as a temporary measure, to fuel engines direct from tank wagons, Tn any 
case no separate charge’ can well be entered for this, as, if an efficient permanent 


; or (2) may belit-up from the lighting-up furnace, the eoal-stack in use 
for the trial engines being debited pro rata according to the number of engines on the 
trial, and the total fuel actually used in the lighting-up furnace,® rte 

Oil-burners, unless a combined oil and coal-burning system be on trial, will be 
debited with no fuel for lighting-up purposes. Ifstarting up a cold boiler, steam may 
be taken either from an oil-burning engine in steam, an incoming eoal-bumnet, or the 
shed washing-out boiler. ‘The atomiser can be worked from its own boiler as soon as the 
latter has 20 or 80 Ibs. of steam, 

Shed Labour-—The services of the shed-fitting staff and boiler-nakers constitute « 
standing charge and need not be booked separately. f 

‘The same applies to lighters-up, though in a large shed of oil-burnors perhaps a 
caniler stafl would sufico than with ooalcoumners. ‘his, however, ean if nevessary ba 
considered after the trial 


* Thin i, not ually acoonted for separately; sch engine in debited with « nominal amount for 
“ ighting-opc” Bot daring the period of the tal bs aetaal quantity of eoal and wood uewd ta lighting-up 
fertaoeat each lermaa! shel be record, 


[1629] QA 
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coolies are necessary for coal. ‘Their cost should be averaged out per ton 
al used on the section. 

Against this, there may be a credit afforded for sale of cinders. ‘The eost of cinder 
picking and credit due to sale of cinders should be booked separately. Averages should 
Iso be struck from the actuals of several sheds. No cinders are to be won from yard 
formation or banks during the period of trial. 

Conaumption on Engines.—The consumption should be reckoned on book balances 
in both cases, At the sime time book balances should be compared with actual 
surveyed balances, and both the figures recorded. The total consumption, then, in both 
cases (oil and coal) will be equal to total fuel entered on books as unloaded from time to 
Sine nto storage tanks (or as received in tank wagons) or stack, as the exo maybe, 
plus quantities in tanks or stack at commencement of the twelve months! trial, minus 
Measured or weighed* quantities remaining in tank or stack at the conclusion of the 
twelve months’ trial 

Leakage and deterioration, though not separately taken account of, will, if the 
trial be conducted as described above, automatically be accounted for as’ part of the 
‘actual consumption, 

Wayea.—Wages of crews should be averaged separately for drivers, firemen, and 
khalasis, for the whole link in terms per engine-mile, 

Material, upkeep.—Separate accounts should be opened for the trial engines, both, 
for coal and for oil-burners, apart from other engines using the sheds between which 
the engines run, 

For coal-burners; account should be kept of actual material used for repairs and 
renewals of shovels und. fire-irons, grate bars and rocking gear, brick arches, tender 

neing, &e., ash-pans, firebox, stays and tubes 

For oil-burners; actual material used for repairs and renewals of brick work, 
burners, oil connections, heaters, firebox, stays and tubes, & 

‘The fire clay and cementing material used for brick linings and arches should be 
thoroughly tested for suitability’ and durability prior to the trials, 

Ifthe cost of snitable fire clay for oil-burners is higher than is usual for the brick 
‘urches of ooal-burners, the extra rate is to be noted and taken into account in reckoning. 
tho maintenance charges. 

Precautions.—Certain precautions must be noted. No man should be permitted to 
‘approach an open man-hole of an oil tank with a light, nearer than about 10 fect. Tf 
work is to be done on a tank no one should be allowed to enter it until it has been 
steamed and washed out, as with some oils the vapour is apt to be poisonous as well as 
explosive, Tanks in which ofl has been atored should therelore first Ye steamed out, and 
thon washed out with cold water before any one is allowed to enter them. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 98, 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Railway Board. 


London, May 30, 1912. 

1 AM very much obliged for your letter of the 15th ultimo, and am very pleased 
to learn that. the Railway Board are disposed to favourably consider the adoption of fuel- 
oil pn certain parts of the North-Western Railway if eertain conditions ean be 
with, 


‘The conditions in question are — 
1, That absolute regularity of supply be guaranteed. 


This we can do, but an essential for tl sufficiency of tank storage 
accommodation ut Kurrachee the amount of which is dependent upon the quantity 
for which the North-Western Railway might be prepared to contract, eg., if the 
railway company desire to contract for 100,000 tons per annum tankage should be 
ae for not less than 16,000 tons (say ‘two tanks of 2,000,000 gallons capacity 
each), 

So far we are only making provision at Kurrachee for one tank (2,000 tons 
capacity) to meet the ordinary trade demand for fuel-oil. For railway requirements 
special tanks would need to be built—either by us or by the railway. Provided that 
we are assured a sufficiently large contract, extending over several years, we are 


« Weighing is not dono for checking talaces ordinarily, bat may be done at conclasion of the twelve 
‘months’ trial if thouglit desirable for greater accuracy 


a1 


prepare to build the tanks, but T suggest that it would be more convenient and 
economical for the railway to build them aud keep them under their own control. 
T would suggest the adoption of fuel oil on the North-Western Railway should be 
dual, and that to start with the contract would be for say 50,000 tons per annum. 
{Eater on, if its uve were found to be economical (as would no doubt be the’ exss), the 
muantity could be gradually augmented year by year, This would give time for 
1) such extensions of our refineries as may be necessary, (2) conversion of loo0- 
motives, and (3) the building of such tank wagons and -country storage tanks 
as might be necessary with more extended adoption of fuel-oil on the North-Western 
system. 


2, That the supplies be of uniform specification 
‘This can be guaranteed, once the specification has been agreed. 
We purpose producing two qualities, viz. :— 

(1) 150? fuel-o 

(2.) 200° fuel-oil. 


‘The former is the quality which is now accepted by practically all large fucl- 
consuiners with the exception of the Admiralty, but even the Admiralty are, I under 
stand, now considering the adoption of this quality, For railway purposes the 150 
quality is the one in general use in all parts of the world 

T would suggest that we should be allowed to ship a sample lot of each quality to 
Kurracheo as son as possible for experimental purposes, 


3. That a price be quoted which should be, in operation for say not less than five 
years, the price being based on a minimum supply with lberty to increase it 
up toa maximum figure, 


‘The nearest prices we can indicate at this stage aro— 


0 rupees per ton ex ship Kurrachee for 150° quality, 
385 rupees per ton ex ship Kurrachee for 200° quality, 


and 5 rupees per ton more ex tanks Kurrachee if the tanks are ercted by us, 
‘These prices are exclusive of duty for which, if payable, it will be necessary to add 
5 per cent. 

Pi We shonld be ling to ctract ot thoes. prison fra period of ve. years) fon 
tuantity of 30,000 to 50,000 tons per annum, with liberty to the railway’ to. increase 
the quantity by annual augmentations of 50,000 tons eri teianksiiniels 200,000 tons 
per annum, on twelve months notie of such intease of quantity. ‘ 
Janght® contract would, of course, have to bo abject to the ununl force majeure 
clause, 


4. To enable the latter to be fixed it would he necessary to state the calorific 
value of the oil which would be supplied, and whether it would be crude oil 
or residuum, 


The oil we would supply would not be crude, nor would it be correetly desoribed 
as residuum, ‘The latter is a term which ia more usually used to describe the 
residue left after all the lighter portions (benzine aud kerosene) had been taken ‘off, 
Our oil would be the crude with only the lightest fractions (benzine) taken off, but 
with the kerosene left in it, which makes it a more valuable ofl than what is commonly 
known a8 residuum. 

We should. of course, prefer to sell crude oil, as we should thereby be saved the 
expense of taking off the light fractions, but crude would not be suitable for railway 
purposes owing to its low flash point, 

so Rt stone values ofthe above qualities re given by Sit Boverton Radwopd ax 
follows :— 
150° oil, 10780 ealoriea 9,404 Butu, 
300° oil, 10-790 ealories por gram=19}429 Butu® 


I am obliged for the information you give regarding the pombe adoption of oi 


fuel by the railway companies having ports on the western coast of India, and I will 


* Which is, be states, about equal to Burma and Texas fuel-oll, but higher than that of Borneo 
fael-oil, 
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address communications to the chairman of the Great Indian Peninsula, and Bombay 
Baroda companies on the lines of this letter 
With réference to your enquiry as to whether the Burma Railways Company 
(Limited) cannot be induced to use oil instead of coal T would draw your attention to 
the reply I have written to a similar question which has come from the Lords Com- 
mission'rs of the Admiralty. ‘To this T may add that the Burma Oil Company 
Erie a reel aes reas wit sis Pann Pinas Coma 
Limited), for the sale to them of fuekoil, but owing chiefly to the Burma Oil 
omipunys commitments for fuel-ll to tho Admiralty, and to thet consequent inability 
to guarantee suficient supplies, the Burma Railways Company have, so far, not seen 
their way to adopting fuel 


Enclosure 5 in No. 98. 
Railway Board to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 


Bat nla, January 14, 1913. 
WITH reference to correspondence ending with your letter dated the 80th May, 
912, Tam directed to may that the Railway Board havo decided to havo a thorough 
trial of the Anglo-Persian Company's oilfuel made on the Kotri-Kurrachee section of 
the North-Western Railway, 
2. Copies of the general instructions that are being issued to the North-Western 
Railway for the conduct of the trial, are enclosed for your information, From these 
instructions the following points will he noted : 


(1), Tn all, some 6,000 to 7,500 tons of oil will be required for the purposes of the 
trials all of 200° fish point; 

(2) OF this quantity, from 1,000 to 1,500 tons will be required purely for traini 
purposes and selection of the Best: burners aud system to suit Indian engines and 
conditions prior to the actual twelve months’ bulk trial of oil against coal, ‘The trials 
vwill thus comprise two phases, the accounting for which will bo kept entirely distinct 
from each other ; 

(3,) It is proposed in the preliminary trials to try one or more American “ trou 
burners of approved pattern, a8 such burners are in very extensive use, aud appear to 
possess tho great advantage of vimplicity ; but the final selection of both burner and 
valor for the purposes of the twelve months’ trial, will rest with the Anglo-Persian 
Oil Compan; 

(4) An oil-burning expert it is proposed should be provided by the Anglo-Persian 
Oil Company; and 

(5.) ‘The question of storage during the trials—which are expected to extend over 
about eightoon months--has to bo settled 


. Tam to enquire, with reference to the rate 95 rupees quoted by the Anglo-Persian 

Oil Company for the supply of 200° fire test oil at Kurrachee, whether it is actually the 

ntention to charge the railway 5 rupees per ton for ridding the oil of the lighter 

distillates in order to raise the fash port ftnn 180° to 200°, ‘This enquiry i suggested 

he consideratio is , properly marketed, can hardly be a 

ms to the oil. compan: ” by the fict that: the extra 5 rupees 

the fire point plus the further 4 rupees which the oil company propose to 

charge at Kinmari (vide paragraph 3 of their letter dated the 90th May, 1912), raise 

the cost of the oil to the railway to a price that seems, from all the information that is 

now before the Railway Board, to ples the fuel in an uofavourable position atthe 

outset, 

‘As regards storage during the progress of the trials, the Railway Board would be 

glad first to have the views of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, 


Enclosure 6 in No. 98, 
Anglo-Peraian Oil Company to Railteay Board. 
am ; London, February 7, 1913. 
[BEG to acknowlege receipt of your despatch of the 14th ultimo, from which T am 
pleased to learn that the Railway Board have decided to have @ thorough trial of the 


Anglo-Persian Oil Company's oif-fuel made on the Kotri-Kurrachee section of the North- 
Western Railway. 
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Lam obliged for the copy of the General Instructions, and with reference to the points 
to which you draw attention, I have noted— 

(1) aud (2), That we ar to supply. the 6000 to 7,500 tone ‘of 200° oil which will be 
required for the purposes of the trial, 1,000 to 1,500 tons of this quantity being 
supplied for the preliminary training, selection of burner, and adjustment purposes, an 
the balance for a twelve-months’ practical trial on six engines to be ran against a similar 
number of eoal-burning engines; 

(3) That in the pein wary trials one or more American “trough” burners of 
approved pattern sball be tested, but that the final selection of burner and system for 
Bae of the twelve-imonths’ trial shall rest with us; é 

(4) That an oburing expert to eyperintend the preliminary test and the trials 
shall be supplied by us; which conditions I have much pleasure in confirming, 


[As regards the question of storage during the trials (5), we shall be pleased to give 
delivery of all the oil required for the trials from the tank whieh we are now erectin 
(shortly to be finished) in the Burma Oil Company's depOt at Kiamari, ‘Therefore it 
Wrill only be necessary inthe meantime for the: railway to provide such tank-wagxous 
An sl tanks on the railway ag may be nessssry for the purposes of the tral 

With reference to your enquiry as to the rate quoted for 200? firo test oil, [ have 
to explain that the 180° oil for which I quoted in my letter of the 90th May lost was 
an “intermediate” oil, obtained after taking off about 95 per cent. of the lighter distil. 
lates aud excluding the heavier fractions, whereas the 200° oil is obtained by taking off 
only about 80 per cent. of the lighter fractions, ic. the latter contains a larger, propor- 
tion of the more valuable products, and is therefore dearer, (This latter oil is: the 

ality described in paragmph (4) of my letter of the 80th May, addressed to Sir_ 
‘Thomas Wynne) 

Tn thik connection, however, Tam pleased to say that Lum now able to reduce the 
quotation for the 200° quality to rupees 28 : 12, ez-ship Kurracheo, at which price T 
Have no doubt it will be found to compare favourably with coal when all the relative items 
of cost are taken into account. 

T shall be obliged for information as to when the railway authorities will be in a 
position to begin the preliminary tests, and would suggest that they should placa them- 
Selves in communication with the company’s sub-agents, Messrs, Shaw, Wallace, and Co, 
of Kurrachewswho will be able to advise them as to the date when the first cargo of oil 
to be stored in the tank at Kiamari wil arrive, and to make the necessary arrangements 
as to deliveries 

Weare on the look-out for an expert possessing a thorough knowledge of the Intest 

m8 of oil-burning in locomotives, and will arrange to send hin out to 
Kurrachee in time for the eommencement of the experiments. 





(17660) No. 99. 


Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey— Received Aprit 11.) 

No. 167.) 

(Telegraphic.) Teiran, April. 17, 1913. 
FOLLOWING from His Majesty's representative at Bushire, 16th April: 
“Colonel Douglas informs me that. they were shown every civility and attention 

11 of Daliki, Borasjun, aud Ahmadi. It is true that they had nothing to 

ig the regiment good passage ; nevertheless, I would suggest that O'Connor 
and I be permitted to give the local authorities at Shiraz and Busbire an expression of 
your appreciation of their cordial co-operation in explaining matters to headmen.” 


Thaye made a verbal communication to the Persian Government in this sense. 


[17706) No. 100, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Aprit 17.) 
ah ei) Tehran, April 17, 1913. 
‘elegraphic. ehran, April 17, 1913. 
“MY tclozram No. 156 of 16th April: Salared-Dowleh. 
Minister for Foreign Affairs has again pressed me for opinion as ta, what auswer 
should be returned to the Russian demand that Salar should proceed at once to Resht. 
[1629] 2B 
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Being without an answer to my telegrams, I replied that I had discussed the 
question with the Russian Chargé d’Affaires yesterday, and that it now appeared to 
me advisable that the Russian demand should be granted, 

‘The Russian Chargé d'Affaires told me that it appeared to him that his Govern- 
ment had intended to abandon Salar, but had changed their mind in consequence of 
public protestations against his appointment which had appeared in the English 
papers for fear lest they should appear to be yielding to British pressure in a question 
in the Russian sphere, and practically on the Russian frontier. 


(17708) No. 101 


ley to Sir Edward Grey. 





(No, 159.) 
(Pelegraphic.) R. 

YOUR telegram No, 186 of 16th April: Advance for Fars 

Acting on instructions contained in your telegrams Nos. 173 of 2nd April 
of 1th April, T yesterday addressed a note to Minister for Foroign Adlairs, offering the 
100,000L, for’ the gendarmerie in Fars, and at the same time a signed aide-mémoire 
recapitulating the various points alluded to in your above-mentioned telegrams, 

Tatated that it is understood that the advance will be repaid out of a loan as soon 
‘48 one is mado, and that this further advance will be secured and refunded in the same 
manner as the other ad n and out of the surplus of the southern customs revenues, 
interest at 7 per cent, being guaranteed from the same source, There is no other revenue 
available as « security, 

T added that the entire 100,000. would be deposited at the Imperial Bank of 
Porsia, but that the money should only be used in monthly instalments of 8,0002. 





‘17781) No. 102, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Reccived April 11.) 


(ae 160.) 


(Pelegraphic.) Tehran, Aprit 17, 1913, 

MY telegram No. 148 of this morning: Salar-ed-Dowleh. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs has just sont a messenger to me from the Cabinet 
Council to say that Cabinet have practically. decid ign rather than confirm 
appointment of Salar. Tas also shown letter just received from Regent, in which 
his Highnoss protested vehemently against the appointment, and urged Ministers to 
rosist it to the utmost of their power. 

T said there must be no question of resignation, and represented that initial 
mistake was made in agreoing to appointment, and that it was hard to bring any 
arguments to bear when they were merely pressed to carry out an assurance given. 

‘To this answer was made that the situation has completely changed since the 
appointmont was first reluctantly agrved to in consequence of the recrudescence of the 
roactionary propaganda, and that Salar has never made his promised subinission, 

Question is becoming crucial for the Cabinet, as public opinion is most hostile to 
the appntaent 

should be glad of your instructions, as it appears to me wantonly mischievous 
aot to foreo such a man as Salar on the Government, 


(17521) No. 102°. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Lowther. 
(ageaphi ) 
(Pelographic) R. Foreign Ofice, April 17, 1913. 

FODI telegram No, 106 of 16th April: Tureo-Pervancfomton, 

Hakki Pashia made similar communications about Zohab, but, as text was identical 
svith that enclosed in your despatch No, 271 of 5th April, it appears unnecessary to 
sond it to you, 

Reasons for wishing to retain ‘Tehia-Sourkh for Persia are to avoid difficulties 
which imag arise in safeguarding rights of Anglo-Persian Oil Company, who have 
concessions there, as explained in my telegram No. 178. 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 336, and Tehran, No. 10.) 
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(16463) No, 103, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Ofice, April 17, 1918 

IN reply to your letter of the 8th instant regarding the visits of flioars to 
the Persian Gulf Basa, and Bagdd, Tam directed by Secretary Sin Edward Grey to 
tate, forthe information of the Marquess of Crewe, that he is of opinion that until the 
setSukion of peace it will be preferable to exclude both Bagdad and Basra from the 
itinerary to be followed by the gentlemen in question, 

P Tam, &o, 
LOUIS MALLE, 





(16602) No. 104. 
Foreign Osiee to Persian Railways Syndicate, 


Sir, Roreign Office, April, 17, 1913. 
TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the reesipt of your 
letter of the 10th instant, relative to the proposed survey of the alignment of the 
Mohammerah-Khoremabad Railay. ; 
Tam to inform you in reply that, Sir E, Grey has addressed a telegram to His 
Majesty's Minister at Tehran, instructing bim to place himself in communication with 
Mr. HL W. Maclean, who has gone to that capital as your agent-and should be arriving 
there about now, and who is understood to be in a position to furnish Sir W, Townle 
with fall information as to the point of view held by the syndicate and as to their 
guments in support of it. 
MENS W. Townley has been requested to obtain from Mr. Maclean all necessary 
information on the subject and to support most. strongly the contention of tho 
syndicate 
Tam, Se, 
LOUIS MALLED. 





(17886) No. 105, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey—(Received April 18.) 

(No. 161) d 
(Telegraphic.) 2. . Pehran, April 18, 1913. 

FOUR tetegram No. 181 of 16th April: Joint advance to Porsian Government. 

Taddressed note to Minister for Foreign Affairs on 14th April, offering British 
share of advance, namely, 200,001, to Persian Government, on terms as instructed. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs replies accepting the advance, but points out that the 
intention of the Persian Government, when making verbal official communication 
respecting the method of repayment, was that they would commence on Ist January, 
1015, to put money aside, and that the first actual payment would be made on Ist-July, 
1915, 

T apparently misunderstood communication, as dd, 1 think, my Rossnn ealloaguo, 

May I pay in the money on the conditions.as now explained? Difficulties respesting 
control by ‘Rreasurer-General havo been overcome. 





(17708) No. 106. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 192.) Ee. ; 
(Telegraphic) It Forcign Office, April 18, 1918, 
FOUR talogram No, 169 of 17th April: Fars advance. 
Please see Treasury's second question. i 
If no loan is made both the general advance and this Fars advance are repayable 
from Ist January, 1915, from surplus southern customs, the former in instalments of 
30,0001. cach half-year ‘ 4 
Surely an additional payment of that amount for the Fars advanco is out of, tho 


question. "If so, what will be the amount payable half-yearly for the Fars advance ? 
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(17542) No, 107. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Lowther. 
(No. 188.) 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, April 18, 1913. 
"FOUR telegram No. 197 of L6th April: Tureo-Persian frontier 
Lconcur in suggestion of Russian Ambassador, provided it is made plain to Turkish 
Government that Anglo-Persian Oil Company will retain exactly position which they 
now hold at Tehia-Sourkh, and are not liable to the Porte for royalties, and are exempt 
from any ‘Turkish charges or obligations. 
Lwill telegraph lino agreed on here for Mohammerah frontier as soon as I have 
Hakki Pasha’s permission. 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 339, and Tehiran, No 191.) 





(17521) No. 108, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Lowther. 
Nee 
‘Pelegraphic.) Foreign Office, 
NEGOTIATIONS with Hakki Pasha are proceeding satisfactorily, ‘The 
Mohammerah frontier is practically settled. 
(Repeated to St. Potersburgh and Tehran.) 





(17781) No. 109. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 
(No. 841.) 
(elographic.) Foreign Ofiee, Ap 
SIR W, TOWNLEY’S telegram No. 160 of 17th April Salar-ed-Dowleb, 

__. Tifori the Minister for Foreign Affairs, and say that it would be most regrettable 
if the Persian Government resigned in consequence of pressure on the part of Russia 
to appoint Salr-al Dowich to the Governorship of Ghia, 

much hope that M. Sazonof will bo able in some manner to meet the wishes of 
the Persian Government and consent to the suspension of the appointment and to 
Salnr-oc!-Dowleh leaving for Europe for a time. 





(14135) No. 110, 
Foreign Ofice to India Office.” 


Sir, Foreign Ofice, April 18, 1913. 

i WITH reference to previous correspondence relative to the peas ‘Trans-Persian 
TRailway, Tam directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith 
copies of a despatch frou His Majesty's Ambassador to St. Petersburgh, and of two 
Totters from the Société d'Btudes on the subject: 

It will be observed that the letter of M. Goukassof to Viscount Errington, copies 
of which are enclosed both in Sir G. Buchanan's despatch and in the: ité's earlier letter, 
fot forth the strong objections entertained by the Russian group, on commercial grounds, 
to the only alignment of the railway which His Majesty's Government are prepared, for 

teategis reasons, to accopt, and it f apparent from the société’s lotter that the latter 
vlgciment ia eaualiy discaetal ta buat boy ae bewhcla: : 

4 ‘The later letter of the société is concerned with the distribution of international 
interosts in the railway, aud the scheme p therein appears to differ from that, 
outlined in Sit H. Llewellyn Smith's letter of the 20th January last, only in respect of 
the proportion of capital ussigned to each of the three participating groups in each of 
the two sections into which it is proposed to divide the line with a view to settle this 
question 


* Also to Board of Trade, mutatis mutandis 
{ Sir, Buchanan, No. 90, Mireh 18; Société d'Etudes, March 2€; ditto March 27, 1915. 
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Should the construction of the line eventually be proceeded with it would be 
necessary for His Majesty's Government to reach an agreement with the Russian 
Government as to the point in the neutral zone in Persia when the northern section 
should be held to end and its southern section to begin, and I am to observe in this 
connection that, in Sir E. Grey’s view, it would be advisable that the spot chosen should 
Tie as close as posible tothe order of the Russian sphere not only for strategie reasons, 
but also because the section of the line lying in that sphere is longer and likely to prove 
more remunerative than that in the British sphere. 

Tam to state that Sir E. Grey would be glad to receive the observations of the 
Marquess of Crewe on the enclosed correspondence. 


ke. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(13627) No. 111, 
Foreign Office to Admiralty. 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 18, 1913. 

LAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to refer to two letters addressed to 
this Office hy the India Office, dated respectively the 17th and 22nd ultimo, copies of 
which are stated to have been sent to your Department, relative to. proposals for the 
(1) substitution of Musandim for the island of Little Quoin as the site of a lighthouse 
in connection with the scheme for lighting and buoying the Persian Gulf; and (2) 
establishment of a naval station for the defence of the Gulf. > 

Tam to state that, for reasons of a political nature into which it is unnecessary to 
enter at this stage, Sir E. Grey is of opinion that these questions should be kept as far 
‘5 possible distinct, and Iam accordingly to state that he would be glad to receive the 
views of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty on each point separately, 

‘am, 


, Ko, 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(18079) No. 112, 
Treasury to Foreign Office —(Received April 19.) 


Sir, Treasury, April 18, 1913. 

WITH reference to Sir L. Mallet’s letter of the 18th February last regarding, the 
incidence of the cost of constructing a landing pier and quarters for the coaling staff 
icine loland of lena, in conneetion with the establishment of wireless telegraph 
stations in the Persian Gulf, I am directed by the Lords Commissioners of, Hix 
Majesty's Treasury to. transinit herewith, to be laid befdre the Secretary of Stato, 
copies of a letter, dated the 8th ultimo, which they caused to be addressed to the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty on the subject, and of the reply thereto, dated the 
3rd instant. 

My Lords remain of opinion that the liability for this expenditure ought not, to be 
laid upon the vote for diplomatic and consular services. ‘This being so, and in view of 
the reasons given by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty against the suggestion 
to accept the cost as a charge upon navy votes, it would follow that the whole expense 
‘of the work must necessarily: fall upon Indian revenues, and, as indicated in the 
annexed correspondence, this was the conclusion at which my Lords had already 
arrived on a general consideration of the nature and purpose of the servi 

Tam accordingly to request that Sir Ie Grey will inform the Marquess of Creve of 
their Lordships’ views as to the inappropriateness of charging the proposed expenditure 
to Tmperial funds, and will express the hope that the suggested division of the cost 
Tetween the Home and Indian Governments will not be further pressed 


am, &. 
7. L. HEATH. 


20 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 112, 


Treasury to Admiralty. 


Sir, r Treasury, March 8, 1913. 

1 AM directed by the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury to ‘transmit 
horewith, for the observations of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, copy of a 
letter dated the 18th ultimo, with enclosures, as marked in the margin,® which they 
have received from the Foreign Office respecting the incidence of the cost of constructing 
‘a landing pier and quarters for the coaling staff of the proposed coaling station on 
Henjam Istand, in the Persian Gulf 

While my Lords agreo that politically it is desirable to treat the construction of the 
conling depot as part of the general scheme for the establishment of wireless telegraph 
stations in the Gulf, they see no reason why the allocation of the expenditure on the 
work should bo treated in thesame way. ‘The case appears to their Lordships to be 
analogous to that of the proposed extension of the naval blockade against the arms 
traffi the Gulf, as to which they caused their views to be laid hefore the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty by Treasury letter of the 6th April last. For the 
reasons expresaed in that letter ny Lords consider it preferable that the whole cost of 
the proposed depot should fall upon Indian Dut, should it be found necessary 
to accept a moiety of the cost as a charge upon Imperial funds, they are of opinion that 
the liability should rest with navy votes rather than with the vote for diplomatic and 
consular services. 

Tam, &. 
‘T. L, HEATH, 


Enclosure 2 in No, 112. 


Admiralty to Treasury. 
(Gonfidential.) ? a 
wa Admiralty, April 3, 1913. 

IN reply to your letter of the Sth ultimo, relative to the expense of establishing a 
coaling depot at Henjam, 1 am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty to state, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's 
‘Troasury, that this proposal, which has been-under consideration for more than twelve 
months, was originally made on the ground that Henjam would be the most suitable 
base from which His Majesty’s ships could effectively carry out operations in the 
Persian Gulf, expecially if» witoles station wero established there. It is therefore not 
correct to regard the connection between this depot and the wireless telegraphy scheme 

oly fictitions, 


‘against Persia or Turkey 
for a reconsideration of 


Tam, &. 
O. MURRAY. 





* lulls Ofice Foreign. Ofic, Janoury 29; Government of Tia India Oice (Telegrepic 
December 23; India Otis to Gorernment of lida Celegrophie), January 29, 915.) EPS 
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(18115) No. 113. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received April 19.) 
(Xo, 162.) i 
(Telegraphic,) R. Tehran, April 19, 1913. 
MY telegram No. 152 of 13th April: Gendarmerie, 
Following from consul at Shiraz, No. 184 :— 


“Your telegram No, 101 missed me at Kazerun, and T only received it last 
night (16th) after my return here. I do not think, however, that I could haye 
done auything more’ to influeiice Colonel Hjalmarson's plans. “As reported in my 
telegram No. 131, T wrote to him from Kazerun giving him a résumé of the situation as 
it presented itself to me, and emphasising the necessity for employment of guns and 
explosives in the event of tower or caravanserais having to be attacked. ‘This letter was 
hhauded to the colonel onthe 14th, theday before he left Shiraz, Tiet the colonel again 
yesterday on the road and discussed matters thoroughly with him. Besides this it 
must be remembered that the gendarmerie have ample sources of information of their 
own, and have had every opportunity during the last four or five months of acquainting 
themselves in detail with the state-of the road and with the attitude of the various 
headmen, &e. 

‘The colonel realises the difficulties of the undertaking, but seems confident and is 
prepared for eventualities, He hopes to meet Soulet and other chiefs at Kazerun, and 
to disous the situation with thom, Ho will of coure try to arrange, peaceful journey 
to Bushire and back, and will, I presume, modify his present plan of operations should 
the circumstances seem to require him to do #0. : 

oilet promised me that he would prevent Mohammed Ali Khn's men from opposing. 
the gendarmerie, aud would guarantee that the latter should be given peacotil possession 
of that section of the rond, [can soarcely eredit his ability to make good these assur- 
ances, but T trust at any rate that fe will use his influence on the side of the 
gendarmerie, Tdo not think that I could properly have said or done anything further, 
and only trust that the situation may prove less serious than it appeared t» me at 
Kazerun,” 


It is clear. that the consul has made the situation quite plain to the Swedish 
colonel, who will, I hope, exercise caution. Ihave also explained the state of things to 
the Persian Government, who at onoe telegraphed a report of my converaation to the 
Governor-General, 

Short of causing the colonel to be forbidden to proceed we could do no more, and 
circumstances did not admit of such a drastic step, in my opinion, 





(18116) No, 114. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Reccived April 19.) 
0, 103, 
Telegraph) Pehran, Aprit 19, 1913. 
FOLLOWING from British eonsul, Shiraz, to-day = 


“Reports from Kazerun indicate that 


racy of gendarmerie as for gy Kamar* 
at all events, will be effected without opposition, Swedish colonel left Kazerun this 
‘morning accompanied by Daria Begi, and will visit Mohammed Ali Khan on the way to 
Kamarij. ‘Troops under Major Siefvert start to-morrow. 





(18112) No, 115, 


(evo 15iy, 87 8 Bachanan to Si Baard Grey —(Reeioad Apel 18) 
No. 154) 
(Telegraphic.) St, Petersburgh, April 19, 1913. 

YOUR telegram No. 341 of 18th April. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs having left St, Petersburgh for « few days, T spoke as 
instructed to Assistant, Minister. 

His Exeellency said that Russian Government were in a yery difficult situation, 


bout 15 miles from Kazeran and 80 miles from Shiraz 
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‘They had given their word to Salar not only with the knowledge but with the approval 
of the Persian Government, and Salar had now renounced the other conditions he had 
put forward. Russian Government were most anxious to get him away from Astrabad, 
where, as he was surrounded by Turkomans and other partisaus, he was in a position to 
make trouble. At Resht it would be quite different, as he would have no supporters there, 
and i he tried to provoke disorders Russian Government would be quite willing to assist 
Persian Government in cancelling his appointment and having him removed. If we now 
told him that he anu go abroad he would refuse, and it would be necessary to send troops 
to force him to leave. His Excellency was therefore personally of the opinion that it 
would be far better to adhere to arrangement under’ which he had been appointed 
Governor of Ghilan. He would, however, submit aide-mémaire which I had given him 


lo Minister for Foreign Affairs when he returned on 21st April, and let me know his 
decision. 























(17177) No. 116, 
Edward Grey to Sir W, Toronley. 
No, 104.) 
Pelegrap! Foreign Office, April 19, 1913, 
YOUR lelogram No, 158 of 13th April: Reguney. as 





._ Ifthe Persian Government themselves propose that the Shah should be considered 
ofage, and if they think that His Majesty is equal to this task, T should not object 
provided that the Russian Government were favourable to the idea, 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 345.) 














(17192) No. 117. 








Sin Hdward Grey to Sir W, Townley. 
(ie 195.) 2 Y 
(olographic) Rt Foreign Office, April 19, 1913. 

YOUR telegram No. 155 of 14th April: Soulet-ed-Dowleh. 

If as Major O'Connor thinks is the case, Soulet-ed-Dowleh desires to prove his 
loyalty to the Porsian Government and his good-rill to us, he should be urged to hand 
over the chief culprits, Would there be any objection to their surrender to His 
Majesty's consul for delivery to the Persian authorities ? 

















(20061) No. U8. 


Memorandum communicated by Mr. Harrison, April 20, 1913. 





Persian Finances. 


IN writing this note I wish at the outset to disclaim any responsibility for the 
figures. Such as they are, they are almost entirely from M. Bizot’s note. Many of 
them are incomplete, and some are out of date, Nevertheless it is necessary, in order 
to arrive at some idea of the situation, to make an attempt to utilise them. 


‘The External Debt of Persia, 
(54 Kans to the £5 5-71 krans to the rouble.) 
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‘The burden of interest on this debt is as follows :— 4 





S percent on 000,001, the tems marked (*) sas ne 380,000 
[er cent. (2) on 1,600,000L, the items marked (f) 4 113,000 
Real s,s oe eO,OO 


Some of these loans (the largest) are to be liquidated by sinking funds in seventy- 
five or fifty years, some of them in fifteen years, and the later small advances by 
repayment from an anticipated large loan, As a rough-and-ready calculation I take 
1 per cent. as the sinking fund required for liquidation, viz., 66,0001, The burden, 
therefore, of the whole debt is 428,001, per annum, 











Revenue of Persia. 





—(a.) As in all backward countries customs are the chief’ source of revenue, 
M. Bizot has taken the mean for five years. ‘The figures, however, constitute 
rogreason, It is therefore safe wo tae the Jaan. The gros otal fr 1011-18 
04,0001. (49,411,916 krans), ‘The net total is leas than the figures indicate, for the 
cost of collection has been much understated by M. Mornard to make a braver show. 
To the figure of 4,915,985°95 krans must be added the details given under sub-division 4, 
p. 13 of M, Bizot's note, viz, 1,611,266 krans, making a total of 6,500,000 krans, 
which is about 121,0001, The net revenue, therefore, from customs is 683,001. 

(b.) Postponing for the moment consideration of tho land taxes, the next single 
source of revenue, which is the most considerable, is passports, ‘The receipts, lit and 
illicit, are very large. Indeed, I am informed that they not only cover any reasonable 
payment to Persian officials abroad and their coneuls in the principal citles, but that 
the incomes of several of these gentlemen run well into five figures, It is a form of’ 
revenue not difficult to collect (0 far as it ie licit) by means of stamps, and may. bo 
estimated for present purposes at the modest figure of 85,0001, 

(c) Excise, opiam, and alcohol. ‘The mean figure given by M. Bi 
from M. Mornard, is about 110,001. I have no means of checki 
Undoubtedly the imposition of a tax on the cultivation of opium is not difficult, for land 
under the poppy is not to be concealed, Mahommedan administrations cannot, as 
Mem Ghia aheeeria take eulcor macstOr atiesvon feecLaNCaN GRAIL 
belive this difficulty is surmounted’ in Turkey, and the revenue can perhaps be 
controlled as a police measure 

(@) Royalties, &., from the Hormuz and other mines is given by M. Mornard as 
‘a mean figure of 16,0001, 

(e.) The monopoly of tobacco used for the narghileh or hookuh is in the hands of a 
company, and the progressive royalty payable should now be at its maximum, aay, 
43,5001. 

(j.) There is « tax on entrails (boyaux), which arises trom the trade in gut 
M. Mornard gives the figure, according to M. Bizot, at say, 10,0002. (Mr, Shuster 






















it, and derived 
K this figure, 
lc 














thought the substitution of a slaughter tax would bring in aboutdouble,) 
9.) Petrol brings in 24,0001, according to the same authority, 
d 





i.) Stamp duties yield’ 22,0007, 
ty ‘Telegraphs, viz., licence on fore 
same figure. 
Totalling these we got:— ' 





wires and profits on internal messayes, the 





£ 
Customs... hae ose +e 689,000 
Passports : on go ‘ 55,000 
Bree, : as 5 110,000 
Royaltics ou mines + 16000 
Tolncco.. . 3500 
‘Tax on entrails 5 + 10/000, 
Petrol Th 24,600. 
Stanps “22000 
Telegraph re Sh 22000 

Tow) sae ay 98,000 





In this summary T omit all mention of the Post Office, as T understand it works at 
a los, and 1 purgosely omit all figures relating to the mint and eurreney, for those 
given are widely divergent, and the facts require examination, for which T have no data 
Whatever. I also do not enter into possibilities, such as taxes on matches or tobacco, 
ut deal only with what aro presented more or less as facts, 












D 
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Passing now to the last remaining source of revenue, we have the maliat or direst 
tax of a tithe on the produce of land, Who can say what this should be in a country 
where there is no cadastral survey, and governors and their underlings exact what they 
ean, and retain the greater part of their exactions? M, Bizot quotes M. Mornard’s 
estimate for this and the revenue of the Royal domains at anything between 25,000,000 
andl 50,000,000 krans, say, 694,001. 

3, Recapitulating all the above, we find that— 








£ 
es ++ 946,000 
oe 22 694,000 
640,000 


whilat the burden of 
4, There are, however, 
provided for : 


Single iterms— £ 
(is) The floating interim debt given by M. Bizot (p. 9 item (2). $6,000 
210,000 


terest and sinking fund on foreign debt is about 428,000 
wertain items of expenditure which have definitely to be 











ined by England nnd Rasa nce) 
Wi) eh Concack Ug (U0 rou Sure s. 69.000 
1 Sa ign em , {o,pn0 
(2) Salason and pensions of foreign employés | 21000 
(@) BeShabopomionss sen aes 12300 


Besides these thore are many unknown elements 
1, The Civil List, 
2, Police 
8, Law Courts. 
4, Gaols, 
5, Education, 
6. Post Office, 
7. Roads and Buildings 
8. Irrigation, 
9, Sanitation, 
nbassies and Consulates. 
Army. 


Pension 











Until these items are known, who can say whether Persia is solvent For the 
moment lot us cut the knot, as Mr, Shuster intended to do with the assistance of 
Messrs, Seligman, iid assume that a loan is made of 2,000,000. secured on some of the 
itoms of revenue enumerated above; that it js made, let us say, at 5 per cent, at an 
inaue price of 87, realising 1,740,000, and that its proceeds are applied to repaying the 
floating debt, Grousot’s bill, and indemnities (these last taken for the moment at 
100,000). 
‘The figures will stand thus:— 




















Revere Expenditure, 





Old Debt 
Now Debt 








jing fund on old and now debes 
Gost of control of the debt, say 
Cossacks and Sweles 1. 
Foreign salaries ee 5 
Ex-Shab's pension 123300 
Surplus. fe 0nd 700, 
1,840,000 1,640,000 








vster explains that the snnval amount payable, according to the loose records of the 
ok i 3,000,000 tomans (say 540,007), Naturally so considerable au amount could not be 
fet from a depleted Treasury, whilst many would not beara close scrutiny, Pensions claims arv, therefore, 
fpeculated in, and paid by favour, wholly or jn part. Mr. Shuster formulated a plan for scaling them, but 
ven under his proposals the annual burden would bo nearly 200,000. 

"Tho amonute claimed by Rusaa alone are much larger. Some of these, perhaps, would not survive « 
rigorous scrutiny, Others cit be nealed 
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‘That is to say, there is a surplus of 1,014,701, for the ordinary expenditure of the 
country, and of the proceeds of the new loan there will be the uet amount received, 
viz., 1,740,0001. — 86,0001. — 210,901. — 100,001. 1,344,0001. x 

Glearly the latter sum should be devoted mainly to expenditure of a capital 
character. 

3. [very much dislike not merely this building without straw, these vague 
‘conclusions on imperfect data, but still more the presentation of the position in a 
manner which is very repugnant to minds accustomed to deal with public finance, 
‘These calculations begin at the wrong end. ‘The right way to bevin is to see what. the 
scale of public expenditure in Persia should be, and what revenue can be raised in order 
to meet it. Ifadditional revenue can be found to meot the interest on the whole debt, 
that interest can be paid, If itis less thau sufficient the debt must bevoaled, Tf there 
is none, the debt has to be repudiated. ‘There is no golden bridge over the situation, 

Four reasons have actuated me in adopting unwillingly the lines of this note, 
Firstly, we have in this case to place the cart before the horse, that is, to provide for 
the interest on Persia's debt, since the alternative—repudiation or default—means 
absorption by Russia, Secondly, we have no data for calculating Persia's ordinary 
scale of expenditure ‘Thindly, we know little of its chief souree of revenue, the lant 
tax, and it cannot be collected without European supervision, of which the raison d'étre 
is the foreign debt. Fourthly, much of Persia’s revenue at, present is derived from 
exactions, Which pay its officials, and also cover much of the cost of administration. 

For example, Governors, I believe, pay themselves. ‘Chose in charge of gaols obtain 
their living and defray the expenses of their prisons by what they squeeze trom their 
prisoners. Consuls and agents abroad live by issuing passports and finding irregularities 
In the papers of their unfortunate follow-eomtrymen, All this can be changed in 
course of time, but we cannot transform Persia into a terrestrial paradise by a stroke of 
the pen, and to place all this expenditure at once on the regular budget spells iopeless 
bankruptey. 

6, For the sake of 
a thing entirely inelast 



























































implicity, one has spoken of the seale of annual expenditure as 
‘OF course, this is not really so, Revenue and expenditure 
are mutually correl At the commencement, however, Persia must be left enough 
to live ov. It is idle to cluteh tor the debt all realisuble revenues, and leave Persia 
nothing it can count upon. On the other hand, it is wise to collect for it, what it cannot 
collect, and leave it to collect what we cannot. A civilised Government, cannot 
‘ulminister the land tax until it knows who should pay and how much should be paid, 
whereas the local officials do know, and, when they don’t, can resort to the stick 1 
For these reasons, M, Bizot, M. Raflalovich, and myself have in another 
anduin wdvocated an assignment, to a Commission of Control, of revenues 
sullicient not merely to pay the interest on the debt, but to. allow of a, very: 
considerable sum being handed back to the Persian Government for ite ordinary 
expenditure, 
7. The amount of ar 












































with an unwavering tenacity. Hit 
eseaps chronie deficits by borrowing from others than by: taxin, 
son 










Engl 
be many buckslidings and disappointments, 

Tam very reluctant to suggest any particular figure for preliminary toa 
Lhave shown that a net 2,000,000]. would give Persin about 1,344,001. to dispose of. 
Tribe ena be veuged to {000,0004. te reidue would be 474,000 1 fins that this 
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sum would be altogether insufficient to make a start with, Considerable sums will be 
required asa minimum to police and repair the roads, to officer the customs and 
treasuries, and create the organisation for financial control. For an immediate prospect 
of reesiving so small a sum, Persia may well recoil from parting with so much of its 
sovereign powers, 

Tdo not think we would be well advised in lending less than 1,500,0001., which 
will place @ net sum of 909,002, at the disposal of Persia. ‘The operation will bulk 
moto largely in he public eye (which isan added justifeaton for the comprehen 
nature of the control suggested) if’ the older loans’are consolidated at th 
This operation will also be very beneficial to Persia, for, in the first place, the loans 
running at 7 perzcent, for short periods can be extinguished, ly, advantage 
can be taken of the situation to scale the Russian claims fo These last 
amount to not less than 680,0002., of which about half are said to be pressing. [think 
Tan suggest. method by which these could be enormously reduced, but it would nov 
be advisable to place it on record at this stage, 

8, [close by a few somewhat detached rex 


























ommendations and observations — 





taken, the administration of the 
Commissioners controlling the assigned 





(1.) If ony large financial operition is unde 
customs must be entirely in the hands of the 
rove 








(2) Regular budgets must_be drawn up, showing the revenues collected and the 
expenditure to be made. suins derived from the proceeds of a loan, or from 
revenues handed back as surplis revenues by the Cor paid over for 
determined budgeted objects, and the amounts so expended subject to the Com- 
missioners! audit, 






{n ‘The Treasury agents must be the Commissioners! servants, 

4.) The currency be reformed, if for no other reason, to determine the 

incidence of the debt, 
(5.) ‘The roads must, as already remarked, be opened, whether by blackmail paid to 

chiofs, or by levies officered by the Indian army, or by a gendarmerie under the orders 

of the Commissioners, 












Probably the best method of gradually improving the administration, and bringing’ 
it into line w ilised standards, would be to work outwards from the cities, 
providing forthe payment of salaries ad gals, de, from town revenues, supple 
hy the proceeds of the land tax from the neighbourhood, which could be gradually 
siiryeyed cadastrally. 

‘larly, the great caravan routes could be taken ae starting points 
be pitrolled, and, as order is established, the land tox in the bourk 
carsinarked for meeting the cost. In Anatolia, it has been found tha 
railway construction can be defrayed from the proceeds of the land tax derived from 
the neighbourhood of the lines, the growth in this revenue bei 
cover this cost, but also to excued the former collections ! 










































(18111) No. 119. 
Sir @. Louther to Sir Badwward Grey.—{Received April 20.) 
No, 200.) 
Blaeranive yee Constantinople, April 20, 1913. 
YOUR No. IS8 of 18th April and despatch No. 75 of Gth March. 








I prestune thit intention is not merely 


Lo maintain statis que ‘at Chia Sourkh only, but 
to preserve to ofl sy 


te in the whole of the territory to be ceded all privileges and 
obligations aequited under their one concession, but with proviso that, in. respect of 
existing works at Chin Sourkh, ‘Turkey shall not impose new charge or obligation, nor 
e any benefit mder article 10, Tt would not seem fair that Turkey should 
no benefit from any new wells which mayb 

{would also suggost advisability of stipulating that 
pipe lines, bo especially confirmed, as otherwise Porte might 
that article eatot extend beyond area of original concession, 















2, concerning laying of 
rue that operation of 
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[18304] No. 120. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Bascard Grey —(Received April 21.) 
, 164.) 


(Telegraphic.) R. Tehran, April 21, 1913. 

MY telegram No. 152 of 19th April: Gendarmerie. = 

Following from His Majesty's representative at Bushire, 19th April — 

“Thaye no special information indicating that any definite scheme to oppose the 
gendarmerie is on foot, but I fully share tho view expressed in your telegram that it 
Yrould be better to reduce the risk by awaiting the arrival of reinforcements. This 
being so, and as your-telegram reached Kazerun too late for communication to the 
commandant, Ihave told Major Brandel the purport of it. He appears to concur with 
Your view, and proposes to communicate it to Major Siefvert and the commandant for 
Xnsideration, adding that, should it be definitely decided to take tho visk, and attompt 
to bring arms up at once, he suggests certain arrangements to safeguard transit of arms 
from Bushire to Borasjun.” 








(18331) No, 121, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received April 21.) 





No, 165.) 
(a phic.) R. Tehran, Aprit 21, 1913. 

'GPON reosipt of your telegram No. 178 of the 8th Apsil, Taddressed a note to 
the Persian Government stating that, in consequence of disturbed state of the hinter- 
land of the Gulf ports, His Majesty's Government had decided to transfor headquarters 
of Rajputs to Bushire. 

Yinave received now reply requesting me to note that, proposed: movement) may 
affect adversely arrangements now being made by the Persian Government to restore 
order, and expressing a hope that His Majesty's Government may refram from carrying 
out their intention. aso 

1 have no reason to suppose that Sir P, Cox hs change his opinion, given after 
careful consideration of the question, and I have pointed out verbally since recoiving 
note that measures being tsken by’ the Persian Government will not reach district in 

juestion, and that force at the disposal of looal authorities is quite at liberty to protect 
Ife and property of foreigners should emergency arise. ee ih 

T consider protest as bing pro ormdy aud that no farther anawes in required. 
Thave informed my Russian colleague of the step about to be taken. 

(Addressed to Foreign Office; repeated to Bushire.) 











No. 122. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Haward Groy.—{Received April 21.) 


ce 166.) k 
‘legraphic) R. Tehran, Aprit 21, 1913. 
‘OUR telegram No. 192 of 18th April: Fars advance. gatie 

Failing.» loan, the only method. of repayment of advanoos, which, with Fare 
advance, will amount to 440,000L,, will be by annual instalments of 100,0001. paid 
half-yearly, commencing on Ist January or Ist July (seo my telegram No. 161 of 18th 
April), a8 is finally decided. Southern customs will cortainly not produce more 
than 100,002, a year, if so much, though at the presont moment returns are very 
healthy. No provision has been made for a sinking fynd for Fars advance, as there is 
none provided for the other advances. ‘To ask Persian Government to make any 
arrangement tending towards liquidation before 1915 would seriously embarrass the 
Exchequer. 

Tam folly aware of the very unsatisfactory nature of such an arrangement as that 
proposed, but the financial position of the country would not appear to permit of a 
more favourable one being made, 


[18413] 


(1629), 
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(18414) No. 123, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 21.) 
(No. 167.) 
(Telegraphic.) R.. Tehran, Aprit 21, 1913. 

MY telegram No. 124 of 22nd March, 

Persian Government now ask that Government of India may be asked to suppl 
14600\ vile and’ 1,000,000 rounds of ammanition for Govemnor-Cleseral of Keraansiall 
of the same pattern and at the same price as those recently furnished for Fars. 
Payment to be made out of the monthly credit of the province. This request is due, 
Minkter for Foreign Affiry told me this morning to diffeulty in obtaining arms from 

ussia, 

‘As there ig no regular force at Kermanshah and it is consequently not unlikely 
that these arms’would gradually get into undesirable hands, it seems unwise to grant 
request of Persian Government, although refusal to do so will lay us open to the charge 
of preventing their putting a stop to disorders, which do so much harm to British 
trude—a constant cause of complaint. 


Perhaps Government of India have no more rifles to sell 
Tam pressing for gendarmerie to be extended to Kermanshah as soon as possible. 





{17475} No, 124, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W, Townley. 
(No. 199.) 


(Tolegraphic.) Re Foreign Offco, April 21, 1913. 
FO. ROWING for Sir P. Cox :-— RE eae 


depreeate lea 





(18111) 


Sir Bdward Groy to Sir G. Lowther. 
(10) ry to Sir G. Lowth 
(elographi,) Porcign Ofice, April 21, 1913. 
‘OUR telegram No, 200 of 20th April : Tuobuee hace 

Statws quo should be maintained in whole of territory ceded. Each country should 
undertake by an article in the treaty to recognise and respect concessions granted by 
the other in territory transferred (see my despatch No. 405 of 1912). 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 849, and Tehran, No. 200.) 





{17886} No, 126, 


Foreign Office to India Office.® 
Sir, 


, Foreign Office, Aprit 21, 1913. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 18th March ales proposal Anglo- 

Russian and Anglo-Indian advances of 400,000L. and 100,002, respectively to the 

Persian Government, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you 


* Also to Tressury, mutatis mutandir 


107 


herewith, to be laid before the Marquess of Crewe, a copy of a telegram from His 
Majesty's Minister at Tehran, from which it will be seen that it is the intention of the 
Persian Government to make the first actual repayment on the Ist July, 1915, and not 
on the Ist January of that year. - 
Tam to express Sir E, Grey’s hope that his Lordship will, in the circumstances of 
the ease, agro to the six months’ postponement desired by the Persian Government 
am, &e, 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(18545) No. 127. 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Received April 22.) 


India Office, April 21, 1913. 

IN continuation of previous correspondence as to the lighting and buoyage of 

in Gulf, T am directed to invite reference to the Viceroy’s telegram of the 
1913 (copy communicated to Foreign Office, 14th April, 1913), in which 
in of making a communication to foreign consular officers in regard to the 
new lights at Bushire, Bunder Abbas, and Bahrein is again raised. 

‘This course, it will be remembered, was recommended by the Marquess of Crewe 
in the third poragraph of my letter of the 17th January last, but the point was not 
pressed, in view of the opmion expressed by His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, in his 
telegram No. 38 of the 28th January, 1913, that no announcement should be made 
pending a settlement with the Persian Government of the general question of British 
rights to the control of buoying and lighting arrangements in the Gulf, 

‘The general question has, however, now been indefinitely postponed by. the 

n of His Majesty's Government not to insist on. its. settlement as part of the 
conditions attached to the recent advance of 100,002, to the Persian Government ; 
‘nd in these circumstances there seems no reason to defer any longer the proposed 
fmnouncement to foreign consular officers. Lord Crewo would suggest that, with 
Sir E, Grey's permission, His Majestf’s Minister at ‘Tehran might be authorised to 
instruct Sir P. Cox accordingly. 

Tam, &e. 
‘TY. W. HOLDERNESS. 





(18556) No. 128. 
Note communicated by Russian Embassy, April 22, 1913. 


D'APRES une communication de notre Ambassadeur 4 Constantinople, les 
instructions de Sir G, Lowther porteraient que la partie du Zohab dans laquelle se 
trouvent les sources de naphte du ‘Tchia-Sourkh devrait rester la Perso, Ce point 
de ins pm pl rv laps qu ena nt lala pas Te Cabinet de 
Londres. 

Nous partageons V'opinion de M. de Giers que, en se désistant de Kasr-i-Chirin on 
faveur de la Perse, la Turquie aurait fait une concession si considérable, qu'il serait 
difficile d’en exiger de supplémentaires, d'aillours en contradiction avec Varticle 2 du 
‘Vraité d’Erzeroum. 

De méme, des compensations au profit de la Turquie pour le Tehia-Sourkh, tello 
que Vattribution de territoires sis au sud de 1'Elvend, ne nous paraissent gudre 
Possibles, car elles entraineraiont In néceasité de partager entre les deux Etats dos 
tribus formant la population de cette région. 


Ambassade Impériale de Russie, Londres, 
le 22 avril, 1913. 
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(18414) No. 129. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 201.) 
(Telegraphic.) R. Foreign Office, April 22, 1913. 
"FOUR telogram No, 124 of 22nd March, 
Haye you any further details from consul? 











[18675] No. 130. 
‘Mr. Greenway to Foreign Offce.— (Received April 23.) 
Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, 22, 1913, 


A 
L BEG to acknowledge reosipt of your letter of the Sth instant, and regret very 
much to learn that Sir Edward Grey cannot see his way to taking the action suggested 
by me in regard to the failure of the Persian Government to carry out the condition, 
which was made by us as a stipulation of accepting the option for the construction 
of the Mohammerah-Khoremabad Railway, that the mining concession negotiated by 
Mr, Precoo in 1910 should be granted. 

‘At tho same time I beg to thank him for the support which he kindly offers to 
Jond, through His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran, to the efforts of my syndicate to 
complete the concession on reasonable terms, 

The arguments in support of our claim which we would desire to bring forward in 
addition to those indicated in my letter of the 12th ultimo are as follows :— 














1, When making the stipulation referred to above, as indicated in my letter of the 
14th July to you, and in, my telegram of the same date to Mr. Wood, the ‘mining 
concession” then referred to was, of course, the one negotiated by Mr. Preece, subject 
to certain modifications suggested by Mr, Parker, the complete text of which is 
contained in the latter gentleman's confidential memorandum of the Srd February, 
‘and not a concession on totally new and quite impracticable terms such as are 
contained in the draft of the southern mining concession ‘subsequently submitted by 
tho Rorsian Government. , 

We are quite agreeable to accept any reasonable modifications of the former, and 
have already indieated to Mr. Wood cortain mbdifications suggested by the Persian 
Government's draft to which we are willing to accede, 

T enclose an amended copy of the concession negotiated by Mr. Preece showing 
those monlfentions and bog telauggeat that thin should be used as the basis for any 
further negotiations, in aecordance with the instructions which were given by us to 
Mr, Maclean before his departure. , 

Our objection to the Persian Government's draft as a basis is that it 
contains 60 many impracticable conditions and restrictions, and is altogether so badly 
dated and to Hkely. to give iso to, misundorsandings and trouble hereafter, that 
‘would be very difficult indeed to put it into a reasonable and workable form. 

‘The most important of the objectionable conditions are the following :— 


Article 1, (a.)—Exeludes the right to work lime, limestone, gypsum, building 
stones, and sand. 

‘All of these minerals would be necessary for carrying out the concession, either for 
fluxes or for building operations, 

(All ines wich ao af present under, regular and egal exploitation or which 
shall have been conceded prior to the date of the present contract are excluded. 

‘This condition might exclude the exploitation of every known mineral deposit in 
the area of the concession, and render it absolutely nugatory. 

(c) Me concesonnare is require to tepae ‘all damage done to the surfuce of all 
soil belonging to private persons, or on cultivated, afforested, or constructed land 
belonging to the State 

is is an impracticable condition, and should of course only apply to roads and 
other made lands. 

“Article 2.—Restricts each working area to 100 hectares, and stipulates that each 
working area shall be distant not less than 12 kilometres from any other. 

Both of these conditions are quite impracticable, and we cannot agree to any 
limitations of this description. 
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Article 5, (a.)—Only gives the concessionaire the right to construct works, &e., 
within the area of the concession. 

Te will be necessary to erect smelting works in. the locality where the ore, fluxes, 
and fuel ean be most economically Inid down, and this might be on the coast which is 
outside the area of the concession. 

{e) Only provides for the transhipment of mining products. 

Provision also is necessary for transhipment of Plant, stores, fuel, faxes, and other 
material necessary for working the concession. 

Urticle 6—Provides that payment must be made for lands habitually destined 
for pasture. ; 

Fis in Persia, as we have found from our experiences in the Bakhtiari country, 
might be held to include rocky ilsides where only one blade of grass can be found in 
a square yau 

“Wiytisle 9.—Provides that all constructions, shall be determined by mutual 

ment betiveen the engineer of the Persian Government and ourselves, and that 

the Persian Government shall have the right of pronouncing as to the necessity or 
otherwise of any constructions or installations. 

This condition cannot be agreed to by us, as the Persian Government would be 
quite incompetent to decide what works night or might not be necessary, 

‘ticle 10.—The conditions of this article in regard to the formation of companies 
and exploitation of mines are not in accordance with articles 1. and 2, 

‘The stipulation that the exploitation of at least five mines sball be commenced 
within ten years would be an impracticable one should that number off remuneratively 
working mines not exist or have been discovered within that time: 

‘The stipulation as to the deposit of 30,000L, and forfeiture of 7,501. in tho event, 
of a company not having been constructed within eighteen months is a now one, and 
cannot be agreed to by’ us so far as regards the amount of the deposit. We have, 
however, offered, and widerstand that the Persian Government are agreeable to this, 
to make’a forfeitable deposit of 7,5001., which condition we have added to Mr, Preeco's 
terms, 

‘Article 11.—Provities that the Persian Government: shall be allotted 10 por cent. 
of the shares in all companies that may. be ferme to work the concn 

‘This condition would be impracticable, ‘The intention of the Persian Government, 
would be met by allotting to them 10 per cent, of the shares in the original, or parent 
company, and this we are willing to do if the royalty, as provided for under article 12, 
is limited to 6 per cent. 





















































































From the above enumeration of some of the important points of difference between 
the terms originally arranged by Mr, Preece and the draft submitted by the Persian 
Government, it will be seen that it would be extremely difficult to bring the two into 
harmony, But we have instructed Mr, Maclean that, if he cannot induce the Persian 
Government to adopt the former as the basis for his negotiations, le may accept the 
Persian Government's draft as the form on which the concession is to be completed, 
provided he can arrange all the necessary modifications. 



































Tam, &e. 
©, GREENWAY. 


Annex, 


Concession to Mr. Matthew Tarbett Flemin, 















‘Tim Coxcesstoy granted by the Government of His Imperial Majesty the Shah of 
Persia in favour of Mr. Matthew ‘Tarbett Fleming, of 123, Bishopsgate Street 
AE in the City of London, and of Fremnells, Billericay, in the County of 
Essex, 





THE following has by these presents been agreed on and arranged, namely -— 







Anmete 1. 


‘The Government of His Imperial Majesty the Shah grants to Mr. Matthew Tarbett 
Fleming (hereafter called the concessionnaire) by these presents a special and exclusive 
privilege to search for, obtain, develop, refine, treat and smelt, transport from one place 
to another, export, and sell ‘all minerals of every kied excepting gold, preeious stones, 


[i629] 2F 
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argillaceous plaster, kaolin, marble, and roek-ealt throughout the whole of the zone 
between in the Persian Empire, for a term of sixty years, 
as from the date of these presents, 


Anricte 2, 


This privilege shall comprise the right of constructing, working, and using within 
the limits of this concession, and up to and upon any point or points on, the coast of 
the Persian Gulf, tramways, roadways, bridges, warehouses, wharves, piers, and any 
‘other conveniences necessary for economical transport, in s0 far as such facilities do not 
exist or are not adequately and duly “provided, by the Persian Government or their 
nominees. Tt shall algo comprise the oxclusive right of building and using, in. such 
places us the concessionnaire may select, all works for reduction, concentration, smelting, 
‘or otherwise which the concessionaire muy deem desirable for the treatment of any 
minerala raised, as well as all pumping station, elctrie installations, telephone tines 
‘waterings, cauals, dams, water services, reservoirs, workshops, warehouses, dwellings for 
émployés, and any other works or conveniences which the concessionnaire may tl 
conilueive to the prompt and economical carrying out of the objects of this concession, 


ARTICLE 3, 


‘The Imperial Persian Government grants to the concessionnaire the right to acquire 
any lands which he may deem necessary or desirable for uny of the above purposes, and 
hereby grants gratuitously to the concessionnaire all uncultivated lands belonging to the 
State’ which the coucessionnaire may deem necessary or desirable for any of such 
purposes, With respect to uncultivated lands belonging to others than the State, or 
cultivated lands belonging to the State or others, the concessionnaire shall have the 
right to purchase chem at the current values of the provinces or districts in which 
‘ich lands may respectively be situate, and without any proprietors being allowed to 
Fuaks|emajils of hatuse to surcharge the prices ordinal current for tends atuate fa 
their respective localities. 


All lands yranted by these presents to the concessionnaire or that may,be acquired 
by him in the manner hereinbe! led, and also all. buildings or other property 
“longing (0 or used in connection with the operations of the concessionnaire during the 
term of this concession, and also all minerals, products, substances, articles, or things of 
description, imported or exported by the coucessionnaire tunder this concession, or 
intended to be used for any of the purposes thereof, or in connection with any of the 
‘operations of the concessionaire thereunder, shall be free of all imposts, custom-house 
duties, and other duties, taxes, royalties, and assessments. whatsoever, except the share 
of profits payable to the Imperial Persian Government as hereinafter mentioned. 


AnticLe 


‘The Tnperial Persian Government authorises the concessionnaire to form a 
rreliminary company to exploit this conceaion, the objet of which company, after 
proving tle minerals to a sufficient extent by working, shall be to form one or more 
working company or companies for the working of this concession or any part or 

thereof, and to transfer this concession or any part thereof, and all or any of the rights 
thereunder, to such preliminary company, und such preliminary company shall have the 
right to retransfer tie same to any one oF more of such working companies, ‘The name 
“Statute” and capital of any and each such company shall be fixed by the 
concessionaire, ‘The concesaionnaire undertakes to deposit on the signing of the present 
tba a oi of enien thousond foe hundred pounce, starting with the Tmperial Bare of 
Porsia whieh shalt be forfeited to the Persian Government in the event of a working 


company not having been formed within a period of four years from the date of the 
signing of the present deed, and this sum shall be increased to the sum of thirty thousand 
pounde sterling if and rchen a working company is formed, and thia sum shall be then 
remitted to the Persian Government, 


Annus 6. 


Any preliminary company that thay be formed by the concessionaire to exploit 
this concession shall gurantee tho yayment to the Imperial Persian Government by 
each company which may thereafter be formed to acquire any of the rights granted 


im 


by this concession of a royalty of 10 per cent. of the net profits to be derived by each 
such company respectively from working the mines, tramways, or other property or 
rights which may be acquired by such company, the intention being that in no ease! 
hall such royalty be payable more than once in respect of the same profits, 


Anmictz 7, 


The workmen employed in the service of the company or canbe shall be 
subjects of His Imperial Majesty the Shah, except the technical staff such as the 
managers, engineers, foremen, mechanics, &o. 


Annie 8. 


The Imperial Government binds itself to take all and any necessary measun 
facilitate and to secure the safety and the carrying out of the objects of this concession, 
and of the lands, buildings, and other property of the concessionaire aud to protect the 
representatives, agents, and servants of the concessionnaire, and of any companies formed 
to acquire or work the said concession or any part thereof, ‘The Imperial Government 
having thus fulfilled its engagements, the concessionaire and the companies created 

y hitn shall not have any power under any pretext whatever to claim damages. from 
the Persian Government. 


Anrioe 9. 


On the expiration of the term of the present concession, all materials, buildings, and 
apparatuses then used by the company or companies for the exploitation of its or their 
industry shall become the property of the said Government, and the company or 
companies shall have no right to any indemnity in this connection, 


Annicne 10, 


‘The concessionaire yshall have no rights over antique objects of all kinda, or over 
any jeicels, money, or ancient or modern medale which may be Found in the landa 
‘occupied by virtue of the present concession by the conecesionnaires lie agents, or any 
‘ther person. These objects, jewels, medals, or monies shall. be immediately sent to the 
Peraian Government on their 


Anncur 11. 


In the event of any dispute or difference arising between the parties to tho present 
sion in respect of its interpretation or the rights or responsibilities of either of 
partioe therstrom resulting, such dispate or diference shall bo eubmitted to. two 

arbitrators at Tehran, one of whom shall be named by each of the parties, and to an 

‘umpire who shall be appointed by the arbitrators before they proceed to arbitrate, ‘The 

decision of the arttrator, or, in the event ofthe Inter disagresing, that of che umpire, 

shall be final. 


Agrioie 12, 


This act of concession, made in duplicate, is written in the English language and 
tesnalated i066 Perein with tho sams fiannita, (but in Tuolevact cf there bees) any 
dispute as to the meaning the English text shall alone prevai 


Tebran of the Hegire (that is to say) 11918, 





(18709) No. 181, 


2 Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 23.) 
(So. 168,) 
(Telegraphic.) R. Tehran, April 23, 1913, 
YOUR telegram No, 201 of 22nd April: Arms for Farman Fara, 
Thave obtained no information from the consul beyond the statement that the 
Governor-General was in communication with the Goverament at Tehran. I am now 
repeating him my telegram No. 167 of 21st April for his observations. 
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(18751) No. 132. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Hdweard Grey—(Received April 23.) 

(No, 169.) 

(Telegraphic Re Tehvan, April 23, 1913. 
OLLOWING is summary of telegram No, 219 from consul-general at Bushire : 


Colonel commandant of gendarmerie has reached Bushire. He interviewed 
Mohammed Ali Kashkuli and feading headmen as far as Borasjun, snd derived the 
conviction that they realised that the chief object of the gendarmerie is the prompt 
find complete suppression of xahdari, which would entail annibilation of their 
handsome. incomes and lizy livelihood of their dependents. He represented that, so 
Jong as this belief existed, they may be expected to fight for their {ising and admits 
that goudarmerie are not at present in a strong enough position to deal with road 
uestion in the ciroumstances. All are agreed that main thing to be avoided is a 
jsaster to gendarmerie, which would practically seal their fate Colonel urges that 

must coneiliate leadmen by conniving at rabdori at reduced rates, and 
by fixation of prices current for supplies in agreement with the chiefs. Colonel hopes 
Oy this many gradually to establish endamnaie on road without opposition, and to be 
ible to reduce exactions little by little as their hold becomes firmer, until finally 
suppressed altogethe 

‘On the other hand, adoption of such « course would lead to amiable relations 
between the ‘and Mohammed Ali Kashkuli, but this, may. be held to be 

ble logically on the ground that gendarmes are responsible for the present 

on of road and settlement of past accounts with above-mentioned headman ean be 
Toft with Governor-General, Colonel will have to stipulate that no action against this 
chief will bo taken at present, leaving it to us to demand such action later on when 
the gendarmes are firmly established, 

Bit P. Cox replied that such a plan of action had not previously been discussed, 
Dut it appenrud to him clearly impossible that we could agree to any official recognition 
or logatization by Persian Government of rahdari, which it was the object of the 

i lat primary reason was to secure adequate 
eourit om extortion as soon, as possible, and real 
Teparation for attacks on Smart and Eekford within a reasonable time. Speaking 
personaly, Sir P. Cox added that he was of opinion. that, provided that it was 
Tnderstood that connivance of gendarmerie at the levy of rahdari was to be temporary 
‘ind merely winked at for the time being by ourselves and not, taken official cognis 
of by either Government, and in view of fact that gendarmerie are not at pres 
{\ position to take any ‘more drustic measures, proposal appeared to him to be one 
which could be taken into considen parative merits. 

‘Sir P, Cox expressed opinion that, if headmen are possessed of the above conviction 
respecting tho aim of the gendarmerie, it is obviously unsafe to endeavour to transport 
firms and ammunition now at Bushire to Shiraz, and he fails to see how the colonel 
can remove above impression without giving them assurances which he is not ina 

i ie knows the views of His Mujesty’s Government. 

‘anawered that he could give such assurances as would make the headmen 
believe that gendarmerie have no active designs against them, and thus ensure, safe 
passage for his arms without definitely committing himself to connivance at modified 
Tihdari, As he proposes that the arms caravan’ should start 25th April, Sir P. Cox 
said He mast don a hin own risk, ashe could not hope to receive instructions before 
that date, 


Te would appear to me that some such scheme as that proposed by the colonel is 
the ouly feasible one, since it is clear enough that sinall gendarmerie force at_ present 
available would be quite incapable of taking effective action against these powerful 
eadmen, A second detachment that presents a very workmanlike appearance is 
Teaving for Shiraz to-day. ‘They number about 600, Even after their arrival in a 
month's time gendarmere will not, I think, be sufficiently strong to attempt any 
coercive measures, but they may be able to establish themselves suliiciently firmly to 
do so in the autumn, 
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(18545) No, 133. 
eee Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


(Telographic.) R. Foreign Ofice, April 24, 1913, 

‘AS we have decided not to make recognition by Persian Goverament of our 
position an the Persian Gulf a condition of the advance of 100,001. for Fars, do you 
Still soe the objection raised in your telegram No. 38 of 28th January to making 
notification to foreign consuls at Bushire as to buoys and lanterns there and buoys at 
Bunder Abbas? 


Tf not, please instruct Sir P, Cox to make notification accordingly. 





(18414) No. 184, 
Foreign Osice to India Office, 


Sir, Foreign Ofice, April 24, 1913, 

_” WITH reference to your letter of the 4th March, I am directed by Secretary 
Sir Edward Grey to transinit to you herewith, to be laid before the Marquess of Crewe, 
copies of telegrams exchanged with His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran on the subject 
of the possible supply of arms and ammunition for the Governor-General of 
Kermanshah.® 

Tn view of the opinion expressed in the second paragraph of Sir W. Townley's 
telegram, No. 167 of the 21st instant, Sir E. Grey would Sevelad, before arriving at 
any decision, to be favoured with any observations his Lordship may desire to offer on 
the subject. 

Tam to add that a further telegram has been addressed to Sir W. Townley 
enquiring, with referee to hi telegram No. 124, whather he hos yet reoviyed any 
further details from His Majesty's consul at Kermanshah, 

Tam, &e, 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(19090) No, 135. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived April 25.) 


(No, 170.) 
Clelographic) ee Tehran, April 2, 1913. 
YOUR telegram No, 202 of 24th April: Lighting and buoyaye of Persian Gulf, 


I no longer see any objection to the course provosed, and have instructed Sit P. Cox 
accordingly. 





{19103} No. 136, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 25.) 
penny 
‘elographic.) Tehran, April 25, 1913, 

Sr PETERSBURGH telegram No, 194 of 19th April: Salar-od-Dowleh, 

‘The Minister for Foreign Affairs sent his “ chef do cabinet” to see mo this morning 
to say that the Cabinet are still much perplexed about the question of Salar and cannot 
make up their minds which is the lesser of the two evils, to end him to Resht or to 
send an expedition again hin, : 

They fear that if he goes to Resht he may put Minwolf at the head ofa reictonary 
movemeiit and be joined by many of the disiflvcted Persians, such as Sipahdar, who 
are now in Europe. They argue that it is impossible to foresee what may result, from 
his being placed in such an important. position, and point out frivolous side of 
argument put forward at St. Petersburgh, namely, that he is eure to make himself 
impossible at Resht in a short time, and that it is hardly fair on Persia to insist 
ees Le Townley, No, 19 (tlograpioo March 19; from dito, No, 124 of Mach 2 from ditto, 
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upon the appointment of man whose tenure of office the Russian Government agree 
will be short because he is sure to do foolish things. They further assert that 
he has not fulfilled one at least of the most important conditions made: he has 
not disarmed his followers, and hag at the present moment 400 or 500 armed Turkomans 
‘under a noted bad character who enjoys Russian protection. They add that past 
experiences have shown that when once a Russian protégé is installed as Governor: 
General it is much harder to dispossess him than Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs 
makes out, however dissatisfied with him Persian Government may be. On the whole, 
they seem’ disposed to choose the alternative of sending an expedition aguinst him, and 
express confidence in their ability to suppress him if he does not receive, as they appear 
to anticipate, secret Russian support, 

T said that there seemed to me no reason to doubt Russian assurances that the 
Persian Government would receive their support in the event of his proving unsatis- 
factory at Resht, but it seems clear, though the Minister for Foreign Affairs appears to 
favour idea of his going to Resht, that the majority of the Cabinet would sooner resign 
than agree to that course, 


(Confidential.) 
Tt is most unfortunate that. this perplexing incident should have arisen at this 
, and that the Russian Government should consider themselves committed to 
Salar, who has not made his submission nor disbanded his men, because it. gives colour 
to the belief, which has long been prevalent here, that as soon as money should be 
forthcoming Russia would ereate some incident which would force the Persian Govern- 
ment to spend money unproduetively. Ihave always felt that it was most unjustifiable 
‘of the Russian Minister to force Salar on the Persian Government, and there is sound 
excuse that he has not carried out the cond ff the Russian Government 
want one for no longer supporting him, He would undoubtedly yield to Russian 
resaure iC he kivew he could no longer rely on their support 





[19110] 137, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Reeeived April 25.) 


{Ne 172) 
Telegraphic) Deca, 
MY telegram No. 164 6f 22nd April: Gendarmerie. 
Following received from Bushire to-day 


Tehran, April 25, 1913. 


“Branded and Nystréim with their small detachment left this morning with arms 
and equipment caravan of 300 mules. Will be met across the Mashila by 150 sowars 
from Siefyert’s party, now at Borasjun.’ 





(18675) No. 188. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No, 203,) 
(Telegraphic) Foreign Ofice, April 25, 1913. 

YOUR despatch No. 36 of 16th February: Kerman mining concession. 

While I cannot admit that Persian Government can justly be accused of bad faith 
in their treatment of this question, I agree with Mr. Greenway that their counterdraft 
is open to many practical and technical objections, and that the draft discussed with 
Mr. Preece, with subsequent modifications, offers a better basis for negotiation. 

T have obtained from Mr, Greenway exact statement of objections to Persian 
counterdraft and of arguments in support of his contention which will be sent to you 
Dy post as soon as possible. 

You are authorised, when you receive them, to bring objections to notice of 
Persian Government, and to endeavour in a friendly way to overcome their opposition 
by use of arguments supplied. 

Tn the meanwhile consult Mr. Maclean, who has full instructions. 
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(16455) No, 139. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 

(No. 204.) ’ 
(Telezraphic.) Foreign Office, April 26, 1913. 

LOAN to Persia. 

My telegram No. 176 of Sth Apri, last seiitence, y 

Please report as soon as possible result of your consultation with Russian Chargé 
@ Affaires s0 a8 to enable reply to be given to Socidté d'Etudes. 

(Repeated to St, Petersburgh, No. 358.) 





[18111) No, 140, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Lowther. 

a saphie) Re Office, April 25, 1913. 
‘ele, ic.) . Foreign Office, il 25, a 
: eee has been reached with Hakki Pasha. respecting Mohammerah: 

frontier. His Highness accepts our line, with slight alterations in northern part, 
Details by bag. 
(Chopeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 359, and Tehran, No, 205.) 





(18413) No, 141, 
Foreign Office to Treasury. 


. Foreign Of tpl 85, 1018, 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 12th instant enquiring, as regards the joint Anglo-Indian advance of 
100,000 for the restorion of order in Fars, what security might be expected from the 
Persian Government for its repayment and what amount was proposed for the sinking 
fund instalments. 

Siz E, Grey has been in communication with Hi Mafenty's Minister at ‘Tehran on 
the subject, and Tam to enclose, to bo laid before the Lords Commissionors of His 
Majesty's Treasury, a copy of a telegram from Sir W. Townley, to tho effect. that, 
failing a loan, the only method of repayment of the Fars and other advances will be by 
annual instalments of 100,002, paid half-yeafly, and that no provision has been made 
for a sinking fund for the Fars advance as mone has been provided for the other 
advances, and the same conditions were to apply to all of them. 

Tam to add that, although the arrangement cannot be regarded, as very, satis: 
factory, Sir E. Grey concurs in the view of Sir W. ‘Townley that, in the present 
circumstances, no more favourable terms of settlement are possible, 


Tam, ke. 
LOUIS MALLE, 





(19223) No. 142. 
Treasury to Foreign Office. —(Reccived April 26.) 


Sir, ‘Treasury Chambers, April 25, 1013, 

IN reply to Sir L. Mallet’s letter of the 21st instant, Iam directed by the Lords 
Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury to state, for the information of, Secretary Sir 
Edward Grey, that, in the circumstances represented in Sir W..‘Townley's telegram of 
the 18th instant, they agree to the postponement of the date of the first actual re 
ment by Persia on account of the Anglo-Russian and Anglo-Indian advances of 400,000. 
and 100,001, respectively to the Ist July, 1915, provided that a similar course is taken 
by the Indian and Russian Governments, ‘ 

am, 


» en 
ROBERT CHALMERS, 
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(19295) No. 143. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received April 26.) 
No, 173.) 
Telegraphic) ebiran, Aprit 26, 1913. 
MY telegram No. 169 of 23rd April. 





Majesty's representative at Shiraz, 23rd April :— 

“Reference to Sir P, Cox’s telegram, T entirely agree with Sir P. Cox that for the 
gendarmerie to eonnive in any way at collection of rahdari would be to admit thoroughly 
Vicious principle, and T should deprecate their doing so in any circumstances. I have 
Already discussed this question with the Governor-General, and he tells me. that his 
{dea is that, in order to induce the khang and riflemen peaceably to relinquish illicit 
profits, the only feasible and legitimate plan is to engage the latter in considerable 
Humbers as toad guards, to be regularly paid from provincial budget grants through 
the medium of the gendarmerie, as is already being done {? on] Shiraz— 
section, He tells me that Khan of Borasjun has already agreed to this arrangement. 


Following from B 


























Following also from British consul at Shiraz, 26th Apr 





“Th is recognised hoth by the Governor-General and by the colonel that the line of 
Jeust resistance in taking over the road is to get the villagers on the side of the 
gendarmerie by engaging them in moderate numbers and paying them regularly, thus 
making for gendarmerie friends instead of enemies and converting local riflemen from 
masterless robbers into paid servants of the State, partly responsible for the security of 
the rons and safety of caravans, ‘The system has been adopted wherever the 
gendarmerie haye established themselves hitherto in Fars,and has wotked with marked 
‘ess. Lyyas especially struck with the smooth working of the system on my recent 

when T found the gendarmes and village riflemen working together 
in most friv jons all along the road ; the latter, all wearing Government badges, 
fro apparently quite contented. And from careful enquiries which Dhave been making 
ince the eudarmes took over this road, Thave not heard ofa single case where rabdari 
hins been exacted, although there have been some petty demands for sugar, &e. It is 
proposed to continue and extend this system according as the gendarmerie extend 
their ophero of influence: 

‘As already reported to you, provision for a certain number of these riflemen was 
soade in provingal Budget forthe fst three months ofthe last financial year to number 
fifty-seven for the whole province. Of these only a limited number are actually in 
yocoipt of payment, as it has been found practically useless to employ them except 

der the control of the gendarmerie, But the same number has been included in 
provisional budget estimated for current year, and their distribution is merely a matter 
Bédetail, Under the present. scheme only eighty-six are allotted for the section from 
Kazerin to Bushire. This is, 1 think, insufficient, and Thave already suggested. to 
financial agent that he should ask Major Siefvert to prepare details of the number-which 
Tio considers necessary at each stage, Realisation of this scheme depends of course, as 
indeed does every other detail of provincial expenditure, upon provision of funds, of 
which there are none at present. But supposing that some means are found for 
carrying on the adininistration at all, there is no reason why provision should not be 
mude for payment of an adequate number of riflemen in the provincial budget. ‘Tho 
number can be reduced afterwards when once the gendarmerie are firmly established. 
T cannot say what will be the attitude of the local khans in the matter, but the 
Governor-General is hopeful that they (#] may be induced to accept the arrangement.” 


























































‘The suggestion made by the British consul at Shiraz would certainly appear very 
preferable to a system which would wink at levy of illicit tolls if it can be made to 
work. It seems to me doubtful if the local dmen interested will consent to an 
AWrangement which iiust bring less grist to their mills than that at present existing, and 
is’ bo a most satisfactory result of the arrival of the gendarmes if it succeeds 
I entirely agree that the only chance of success is to associate the villagers and their 
chiefs in those measures to be taken, but it seems hard to believe that ‘the latter will 
fall in as readily ag appears to be anticipated with the scheme. 
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No, 144. 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 26.) 


119317] 


(No. 159, 


ie.) Re 
erp alegram No, 164 of 19th April 


T spoke to Minister for Foreign Affairs a fow days ago about Salar, and his 
Excellency has now sent me an aide-mémoire stating that the Russian Government are 
unable to change their former attitude in regard to his appointment, for the following, 
reasons -— 

1. That the Russian Government, having contracted, as His Majesty's Government 
are avare, certain moral obligations towards Salar, cannot without, loss of prestige 
admit that the Persian Government should not fulfil promises it had given to the Prince 
through the intermediary of the Russion Legation. 

"2 If Salar is not appointed to the Governorship of Ghilan serious disorders are 
likely to arise in the north-east provinces of Persia on the Russian frontier, which 
would compel Russia to take measures for the protection of her interests, 


St, Petersburgh, April 26, 1913. 






(19103) No 145. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 





, 362, 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, April 20, 1913. 
Sin’ W. TOWNLEY'S telegram No. 171 of 26th Aprils Sular‘od-Doweh, 

‘The Persian Government are evidently in a most difficult position, and your 
Excaleney should use every possible argument to indueo Mi Sazonof to medi hie 
ecision, 

‘The fact that Sal 
the offer and retains se 
reason, 

Tt will be most unfoktunate if the Persian Government are compelled to send an 
expedition against hi 

(Repeated to Tehran, No. 206.) 












A-Dowleh has not fulfilled one of the principal conditions of 
eral hundred Turkownans under arms is surely a sulficient 











(19318) No, 146, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received April 27.) 
(No. 174.) 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, April 27, 1913. 
MY telegram No, 140 of 3rd April. : oe 
Following from consular officer at Tabriz, 26th April :-— 


“Some 800 Russian Cossacks left here on 21st April for Soujboulak, and Shuja 
has informed me confidentially that a further force of Cossacks has proceeded from 
Urmia to the samo destination, My Russian colleague, who confirms the above 
generally, informs me that mengure has been decided upon’ on the recommendation of 
Russian consul iu that place. ‘The existing consular guard had, already had a good 
effect on the Kurdish chiefs in those parts, but in view of continued unrest amongst 
the latter it was considered desirable that his guard should be augmented. My 
colleague added confidentially that Turkish Government, who, he said, had not ceased 
their activity in the frontier regions, had been notified’ of above step. ‘The 
detachment sent from Urmia to Soujboulak would soem to be meant for a demonstra- 
ton, a6 acconling to my elleague, tho intention was that it should merely visit the 
is 











One hundred Persian Cossacks have further left here for Sullduz. Matters appear 
to be quiet in that cient and as far as I can gather, the main object of measure, with 
which the Russians, I believe, are not unconnected, would seem to be to suppl 

Persian soldiers there by a better class of men.” ee eens 


[ise9} 
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(19566) No, 147. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 28.) 
(No. 175.) 


(Velegraphic.) Re ‘Tehran, April 28, 1913. 
YOUR telegram No, 148 of 26th March: Survey of Mohammerah—Khoremabad 






irs sent me message this morning to the effect that he 
understood that surveying party had left Nasiri for Dizful, and that Minister of the 
Interior had warned him that 3f the surveyors intended to ‘proceed beyond Dizful in 
the direction of Khoremabad they would be entering a most disturbed district in 
which Persian Government could not guarantee their safety without having had more 
time to make necessary arrangements with Lur chiefs, 

Captain Wilson is presumably with surveying party or in touch with them, and I 
am repeating this telegram to Sir P. Cox in order that he may ascertain intentions of 
the surveyors and learn Wilson's views as to the desirability of their proceeding 
beyond Dizful at the present moment. 


























(19563) No. 148, 
Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received April 28.) 
(No, 161.) 
(elegraphic.) Re ‘St. Petersburgh, April 28, 1913. 


YOUR tologram No, 362 of 26th April: Salar-ed-Dowleh, 

T have spoken to Minister for Foreign Affairs. He seems more inclined to modify 
his attitude, and asked me to send him a short memorandum recapitulating my 
argumonts. 























(19559) No, 148°, 
Sir G, Louther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 28.) 
(No. 208.) 
(Pelogeay Constantinople, April 28, 1913. 





PURCO-PERSIAN boundary. 

‘Tho Russian Ambassador insists very stronyly on expediency of sending into the 
Porte at once his note (enclosed in_ my despatch ) without waiting for corre- 
sponding note from’ us, and therefore is very anxious to know whether the line is 
concurred in by you, 

Parngraphi 6 of the Rus 
into harmony with instruc 

















Ambassador's note will be altered to bring it more 
8 contained in your despatch No. 405 of 1912. 








[19317] No. 149. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir @. Buchanan, 


(No. 363,) 
i Foreign Office, April 28, 1913. 


(Telegraph 

‘OUR telegram No, 159 of 26th April: Salar-ed-Dowleh, 

My telegram No, 962 of 26th April will have reached you in the meantime, and, 
unless you think it most undesirable, you should act in the sense of its instructions, 
(Repeated to Tehran, No. 208.) 














(18566) No. 150. 
Sir Edward Grey to Count Benckendorff. 
HIS Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs presents his 


compliments to the Russian Ambassador and has the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of his Excellency’s communication relative to the question whether the part of Zohab, 
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in which are situated the oil wells of Chia-Surkh, should, under the settlement of the 
‘Turco-Persian frontier, about to be concluded, remain Persian or be transferred to 


key. 

Sir Edward Grey has not, of course, lost sight of the fact that he consented to 
the settlement of this question on the basis of the transfer to Turkey of the region in 
‘qnestion, although His Majesty's Government would have preferred that it should be 
Yetained for Persia had such an arrangement been found possible, 

‘The reason for this preference is that a British enterprise, the Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company hold, as tlie Russian Government aro doubtless aware, a concession to exploit, 
the oilfields in certain parts of Persia, and have actually begun ions in the 
district in question, Sir E, Grey feared that, if this region became Turkish, it might 
be difficult to secure and to maintain the rights acquired by this British company from 
the Persian Government against possible disregard by the Power in whose territory 
the field of their operations would then lie, 

‘As soon, however, as Sir E. Grey learned that it would, in the opinion of the 
Russian Ambassador at Constantinople, be difficult to obtain the consent of the’Turkish 
Government to this further concession, he at once instructed His Majesty's Ambassador 
to revert to the basis of negotiation previously agreed to and to assent to the cession 
tf this district to Turkey, on the condition that the rights ofthe British company there 
are duly safeguarded. 


Foreign Office, April 28, 1913, 





















(18079) No. 151. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Ogice, Aprit 28, 1913. 
I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to stato that ‘upon receipt of your 
letter of the 20th of January, regarding tho construction of a landing pier and of 
quarters for the coaling sty? at Henjam to be treated as part of the scheme for the 
establishment of wireless telegraph stations in the Persian Gulf, he caused a letter to 
be addressed to the Lords Commissioners of His Mojesty’s Treasury, urging that their 
Loniships would sanction a moiety of the expenditure being charged to the diplomatic 
and consular vote. 

Tam now to transmit to you, to be laid before the Marquess of Crowe, a copy of 
the reply from the Treasury * for such observations as his Lordship may desire to 
make on the subject. 
















HIS MALLE, 








(19719) No. 152. 
Hadji Ali Akbar and Sons to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 29.) 
- 109, Portland Street, Manchester, 
Sir, April 28, 1913. 


WE take the liberty of enclosing copy of a report addressed to Sir P. Z, Cox, His 
Britannic Majesty's Resident in Bushire, at his own request, as we think it might be of 
interest to you. 

‘The report is based on the personal experiences of our managing director, 
Mr, Hussein Agha, now travelling in Persia on the business of this company. 

We beg, &e. 
(For Hadji Ali Alebar and Sons, Limited), 
J, W. MILLS, Seoretary. 
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Enclosure in No. 152. 
Report on State of Bushire-~Kazerun-Shiraz Caravan Route and British Prestige. 


I LEFT Bushire for Shiraz on the 20th February, 1913, with the intention of 
proceeding further up-country to Yezd and Ispaban, but could ouly go so far as Shiraz, 
the remainder of the journey being impossible on account of the disturbed state of 
the road, 

Bofore reaching Bushire on board ship, Captain Birdwood, of the Bushire 
Residency, intormed me that up-country travelling was not safe. However, Itook the 

isk, and started from Bushire vid Shief aloug with the Persian Shiraz mail. On 
arriving at Shief, I found there had been no provision made for the conveyance of the 
snails ome 180 Iba, weight), and that iby mules were expected to carry this xtra 
load, though they were fully loaded, By advancing money to the postman he 
managed to purchase a donkey, and jog along, taking ten to twelve days for the 
journey (the tsnal time now), whioh could easily be done by ordinary travellers in six 
days da self having done no oth on the up and down trips). 
‘Ne depredations on the road between Bushire-Kazerun and some 4 to 5 miles 
beyond are deplorable, It is absolutely unprotected by any Government forces, and is 
At the merey of the various khans along the route, and their armed bands at every 
little village, behind rocks, or wherever they may, choose to. stop caravans aud extort 
money from muleteers in the shape of “gooshee,” varing from 4 kran to 2 krans per 
mule head, and also oue loaf of sugar or its value, rans per every tiventy 
mules. 

Between Shief and Kazerun, under 100 miles distance, there are over forty different 
places where such demands are made, but armed men may stop caravans, and demand 
similar payments without limit. Tinay state that almost everyone along this road is well 
trmed, Muleteers are entirely at their mercy. Should an ordinary respectable 
traveller happen to pass, besides the stated mule charges above roferred to, he has to 
pay in the shape of “anam,” or bakhsheesh, sums varying from 30 to 50 tomans. for 
the whole | according to the faney of the “ toflangchees” (riflemen). 
nob all! rs have to pay exorbitant “ fodder charges” at_various stages on the 

{rom 2 to 10’kraus per mule head p ‘The total extortions on 
‘amount to over 80 krans each way per mule head. Further, the 


goods, and take all ¢ cl 
freld responsible by tle consignee, and made'to pay for all such shortages (through no 
fault of his), ‘The muleteers are not angels, but they are absolutely powerless and 
unprotected, and have lately got into debt, as the present rates of hiro just. about pay 
for the road exactions, and the muleteers are losers, ‘Thousands of pounds’ worth of 
mmorehandise are in jeopardy, and, the only reason of there not being more frequent 
‘wholesale robberies, is that these road rascals do uot desire the total stoppage of trade 
‘on this route, and the consequent suspension of their own regular source of revenue, 
All the usurpations and extortion of moneys the whole route is as not 
when compared with the ill-treatment and wivolesale robberies that await 
Mahonmed Ali Khan's *samoon” (or landi, ‘This is the last stage to Kai 

Within a distance of about 4 miles, the changes 
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held up in 
bales too 
my opinion, an arrangement should be made with Soulet-ed-Dowleh for the 
safety and conveyance of goods vit Firoozabad, which would reduce the present high 
rate of mule hire, and also be a monetary loss to the robbers on the Bushire~ 
Kazerun road—the greatest punishment that could at present be meted out to them, 
HUSSEIN AGHA, Managing Director of 
Hadji Ali Akbar and Sona (Limited), 
London and Manchester, 


heavy for donkeys). 


Bushire, March 30, 1913 





(19741) No. 153, 
India Offce to Foreign Ofice—(Received April 29.) 


Sir, India Office, April 28, 1919, 

I AM directed by the Seoretary of State for India to. acknowledge the reoeipt of 
your lotter of the 16th instant regarding the appointment of a British officer of the 
Tndian army as adviser to the Governor-General of Fars in organising and instructing a 
local military force, 

Lord Crewe recognises that the experiment would be linble to the risks and 
Jificulties mentioned by Sir W. Townley in his despatch of the 28rd March, But as it, 
isin the interest of His Majesty's Government to do all in their power to prevent the 
failure of the present policy’ in South-Western Persia, he is prepared, if the full consent 
and approval of the Governor-General of Fars is secured, and the Russian Government 
raise no objection, to consult the Government of India as to the selection of a 
suitable officer, ‘Tt is uderstood that the duties and  rosp: 

‘appointment would be strictly limited to those desoribed in Major O'Connor's telegrain 
ottho 2tet March, 

Tam to take this opportunity of recalling attention to the Bunder-Abbas-Kerman 
road, which is in the British sphere, and therefore, from some. points of view, has 
claims on His Majesty's Government, Repeated representations have been made by 
Tndian firms regarding the condition of this road, the latest of which are contained in 
the correspondence, copy of which is enclosed herewith, At the same timo it appears 
from the correspondence which was sent to your Department on the 14th instant that 
the financial agent at Kerman is asking, and even clamouring, tor the appointment of 
Swedish otiess to take over the charge of the local foroe (ioe telggeam from His 
Majesty's consul at Kerman to Sir W. Townley, No. 11 of the 1st February), while 
Colonel Hjalmarson’s programme enclosed in Sit’ W. ‘Townley’s despatch No, 41 of the 
Toth February docs not even mention that province, Lord Crewe would suggest th 
if funds can be found, the occasion might be taken to procure the appointment of Britis 
officers in Kerman both for the immediate purpose of organising a force to restore order 
generally, and also because, having regard to the uncertainties of the future, he 
considers it to be of great importance to consolidate British influence in the Bri 
sphere. If Sir Edward Grey conours, Lord Crewe will obtain the views of the 
Government of India on the proposal, : 

am, ke, 
‘t, W. HOLDERNESS, 


Enclosure 1 in No, 153. 
Liewtenant-Colonel Sir P, Cox to Government of India, 
Sir, Bushire, March 9, 1913. 
WITH reference to the correspondence’ ending with my letter dated the 
7th December, 1912, and to my telogram dated tho 14th December (extract attached) 
regarding the payment by the Persian Government of British claims, I have the honour 
[1629] ee 
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+ 119720) No; 154. 





to enclose, for the in 
the 30th January, 1918, 
Bunder Abbas, urging 





inted by His Majesty’ 


\ich have beet 
ie Cerraghes Chamber of Commeree to € 


jetition was transmit 


‘of India on the 29th June, 1912. Pe teense eae 


India Ofice to Foreign Office (Received April 29.) 


ir, India Office, April 28, 1913. 
J AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to acknowledge the receipt of 


your letter of the 24th instant regarding a proposal to supply arms amd ammunition 


the Persian Gulf, and Kerman is the only town in i ce ese Jor ie Geenvacr-General’ct (Kernaushal 
ions. of os 


, and to say that he shares the objections 





entertained by His Majesty's Minister, Tehran, while the fact that the greater part of 
the province of Kermanshah is in the Russian zone would appear to be an additional 
dificulty. . But before the request is refused he would suggest that enquiry should be 
sits of His Majesty's consul, Kermanshah, as to the nature of tho local forces, and 
the probability of their being able to give a good account of themselves if properly 
armed. 





are_strongly re ai 
ie to laces ‘bo a matter of special concern to us. 
1 Captain Lorimer, on his apy 
rate protection of this, 
ted to me that there is 
fufakham Bakhtiari, who has sh 
person, may succeed in keepin 
fim not aware how far th 
hich formed the subject of the 


ointment to Kerman, 
y and careful consideration, and he 
that the present Governor- 
Jf to be an energetic and on 
n and reasonably safe if 
for providing him with 
fe telegraphic correspondence 


the whole capable 
provided with funds, but I 






I 


am, &e, 
T. W. HOLDERNESS. 











Inoney for the purpose, W 


enclosed in my letter dated has since progressed, 


the 1st Mareb, 1913, h 











{19690} No, 155. 


tenant-Golonel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and His Maj 
General for Fars, &e. 

— 


aay NaS Secretary of State for Foreign Ai 
Enclosure 2 in No. 153. 





i 29) 


‘DHE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under. 
and forwards herewith, for the information of 


India Office to Foreign Ofice.—(Received A 








the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 26th April, 
1919, regarding the lighting and buoyage of the Persian Gulf, 


‘Sir P. Cox to Government of India. 
December 14, 1912. 


Lieutenant-Cotonel 








1913. 


15 





India Ofice, Apri 








Josure in 





Gocernment of India to the Marquess of Crewe, 


(Telegraphic.) P. April 26, 1913. 








(Repeated to Minister.) 
OS 


LIGHTHOUSE on Musandim. 
Please see your telegram of the 17th ultimo. 
Director, Royal Indian Marine, who has visited Quoin and Musandim personally, 


has furnished information showing that objections to selection of latter site are on 
technical grounds stronger than we anticipated when our telegram of the 12th March 
was despatched. ‘Thick weather is, he reports, more often than not prevalent over 
Musandim, whereas a clear atmosphere is normal condition at Little Quoin, as it is in 
iniddle of the Strait; also, worse tides are found round Musandim than anywhere else 
in the Gulf or its approaches, and, therefore, a lighthouse there would involve greater 





Consul Biseoe to Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox. 


February 14, 1913. 
such action as may be 


erowith, for favour of 
ae daeaat the January, 1913, from the 


AVE the honour to forward bi 
HE aah ce receae ter dated the 30th 


sible, a copy of an extract from a le 
ndu Jamint, Shikarpur, to my address, 
eS 


Enclosure 4 in No, 153. 


Indies, and by commanders of 


other means for gradual establishment of a footing on Ras Musandim; but, 


penditure owing to difficulty of landing’ materials and stores than one at Little 

Guuin, which, farther, is strong, recommended as ste by Commander-in-chief, Hast 

ritish Indian Company's steamers. 

Tn view of above, it seems tous preferable to oop to Little, Quoin site, and so 
solection 








of latter as site is decided on, a referenco might be made to Mr. Hood, of ‘Trini 
House, who probably could answer your question about plant, as he has visited bo 
sites, which appear to be identical iu respect of nature of surface. If he can give no 
help; we could send Homer to examine and report, if Trinity House will state precisoly 


Hindu Jamiat, Shikarpur, to Consul Biscoe. 
January 30, 1913. 
cousequence of robberies in Persia we 


Honor tnt etsy compensation remain stil ‘What they want to know, 


IT is well known to sa ee ane 





hd sustained heavy losies, 


esty’s Legation, Tehran, was 


(0) that the Persian [19700] 


We, the humble 
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Zovernment as been 

















No. 156. 
Board of Trade to Foreign Offce.—(Received April 29.) 


Board of rade, April 28, 1913, 
WITH further reference to your letter of the 15th January, transmitting copy of 


& despatch from His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire, with a report on German 
trade and shipping in the Persian Gulf, and with reference also to your letters of the 
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29rd January and 13th March, transmitting copies of despatches from the same officer | 


yelative to lighterage at Gulf ports and the Persian sugar trade respectively, I am 
direoted by the Board of Trade to state that they have been in communication with 
number of firms interested in the Gulf trade with regard to the various questions raised 
in these despatches. 

T. am to transmit to you herewith, to be laid before Sir E. Grey, copy of 
memorandum which has been prepared in this Department on the basis of the 
information so obtained, and to state that the Board concur in the conclusions therein 
set forth, 

T am to suggest that, should Sir BE. Grey see no objection, a copy of this 
memorandum should be forwarded to Sir P, Cox for bis information. 

Tam, &e. 
GEO. J. STANLEY. 


Enolosure in No. 156. 
Memorandwn. 


IN a despatch dated the 21st November, 1912, Sir P, Cox, His Majesty's Political 
Resident in the Persian Gulf, reverts to. the problem of German competition with 
British trade and shipping there, and asks for lively consideration” of the suggestions 
for action ptt forward by Mr. H. G. Chiek in hiseport on the activities of the Hamburg 
‘America Line during the period October 1910-September 1911. In further despatches 
of the 24th December, 1912, and the 12th February, 1913, the attention of His Majesty 
Government is invited to the questions of (1) a lighterage service at Gulf ports an 
(2) the sugar trade. 

Tn consequence of these despatches the Board of Trade have consulted a number of 

s interusted in. the Gulf trade, and the present memorandum summarises the 
information obtained : 


1, Shipping The various Gulf ports are se y the British India Steam 
Navigation Company, the Anglo-Algerian Line, and Bucknall Line—which are jointly 
managed by Mr, F. G, Stri ‘West Hartlepool Line, the Bombay and Persia Li 
the Arab ‘Steamship Line, the Hambury-America Line. Messrs. Andrew W 
‘and Co, run a number of boats in the Gulf, but this seems to be mainly for their 
Own purposes, aud the same is true of boats run recently by Messrs, Marcus Samuel 
and Co, at Basra 

‘AS far ag rexards direct trade from aud to Europe, it is carried betwen the Gulf 
and the United Kingdom mainly by the Anglo-Algerian and Bucknall Li 
totweon the Gulf and the continent of Burvpe by the Hamburg-America Line. 
Anglo-Algerian and Bucknall Lines go to Marseilles, but not to Antwerp or Hamburg 5 
the Hamburg-Ameriea Line boats do not come to England. ‘The West Hartlepool 
Line service fivs been relatively unimportant ; the boats have gone to Antwerp, but the 
Hoard ate now informed by Mr, Strick that the West Hartlepool Line has withdrawn 
from the Gulf trade, and that its berth, &e., at Antwerp has been acquired by Sir John 
Ellerman for the Bucknall Line, which proposes to send boat there occasionally (partly 
wvith a view to maintaining the right of British boats in the Gulf trade to do so). The 
‘Hamburg-America Ling have been informed of the change, and a friendly acknowledg- 
‘ment has been received from Herr Ballin. 

‘As regards outward service from the United Kingdom, Mr, Strick has mado 
contracts which do not terminate until next year, and which cover practically the whole 
fof the Manchester exports, the most important branch of the United Kingdom export 
trade to Basi. From enquiries made at Manchester it appears thet the Hamburg” 
‘America Line did try to got in some time ago, but failed owing to the fact just 
mentioned; they will probably try again when the question of the renewal of the 
contracts comes up for consideration, but it is not thought that they will be successful, 
though there is some little dissatisfaction among British shippers owing to— 


a) Inregularity of sailings of the Anglo-Algerian and Bucknall boats ; 


and 

2.) Recent increase of insurance rates, because of some of the ports called at (Red 
‘Sea ports) and the fact that some of the boats (especially Anglo-Algerian boats) are said 
to be “not well found.” 
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‘Mr. Strick has informed the Board of Trade that the Manchester shippers are 
claiming that the Anglo-Algerian Line. should beat part of ‘the increased insurance 
charges, and that he is prepared to do so if the period of the contracts be extended. He 
is about to open negotiations to that end. 

‘Sugar exported from the continent to the Gulf is carried from Antwerp by the 
Hamburg-America Line boats, and from Marseilles by the Anglo-Algerian boats. ‘The 
former exports are from Belgian refineries, the latter from French refineries, Mr. Strick: 
has for the latter a contract which lasts for another four years. Much of the continental 
sugar is shipped to the Gulf on account of British firms, and it is suggested (Sir P. 
Gove despatch of the 12th February, 1918) that these firms should bo asked to insist 
that this sugar should be shipped only in British vessels, and (a necessary corollary) 
that British lines should be induced to go to Antwerp for this purpose, and that 
Mr. Strick should make every effort. to Teep. the Marsclles conttact. As regards 
‘Antwerp, Mr. Strick’s view is that any attempt (even should it be practicable) to get 
the Belgian sugar contracts away from the Hamburg—America Line would mean a 
shipping war, which is quite unnecessary. As regards Marseilles, his contracts, which 
he states are not very remunerative, are secure for four years, and he doubts greatly 
if in any event the Hamburg-America Line would want’ to go to that port, since the 
trade is insufficient to make it worth their while, Sugar from the United Kingdom is, 
and will continue to be, cat 

‘The homeward service 
more conveniently dealt with in connection wi 

2 The Sugar Trade—Some of the facts in, connection with the sugar trade have 
already been touched upon above. ‘The suggestions there discussed are directed towards 

ng trade for British vessels and depriving the Hamburg~America 
portant part of its outward freight; the other suggestion, made by Sir P, 
Cox and his commercial adviser, is that Messrs, Tate should be again urged’ by His 
Majesty's Government to undertake the manufacture of sugar in the partioular form 
favoured by the Persian murket, But, as has been stated on several occasions 
previously, there is no commercial induceinent to Messrs, Tate to do so, but very much 
the reverse, as the Board understand from the firm that it would necessitate a large 
outlay on new plant of a character which would occupy a large amount of ndditional 
space, and require a wasteful expenditure of time, Sesides involving an antiquated 
system of manufacture, On the other hand, the efforts which that firm aro making to 
create « Persian: trade in crystals are meeting with some success. ‘They shipped to 
Gulf ports in 1910, 822 tons; in 1911, 1,880 tons; and in 1912, 2,070 tons. ‘The 
Board of Trade have reason to believe that Messrs, ‘Tate are prepared to continue and 
increase their efforts, that, in order to get into the Persian market, they are not 
charging the sugac shipped there with any portion of their ordinary “standing chirges,” 
‘nd that firms engaged in the Persian trade have formed favourable opinions as.to the 
prospects for this particular brand of sugar. Tt does not appear that rests ‘Tate can 
reasonably be expected to do more than they are doing at present, 
1 Export Trade in Grain.—From the enquiries which the Bourd have 
it appears to be established that Messrs. Wénckhaus do constantly 
overbid Bitch fis in buying geain (auialy barley), but there is a good deal of unoor= 
tainty as to the causes of this action, It is admitted, for exomple, that the barley often 
fotches a higher price (ex duty) at Hamburg than at United Kingdom ports, but British 
firms (not owning their own boats) cannot get their barley from the Gulf to Hamburg, 
because (1) Messrs. Wonckhiaus secure all space on the Hamburg-American Line boats, 
and (2) the British lines will not go to Hamburg. If this be the case, then, even if the 
freights by the Hamburg-America Lino to Hamburg were the same as those by British 
lines to the United Kingdom, it would still be possible for Messrs, Wonckhaus to 
overbid British firms in the Gulf. It is, however, asserted by British firms that this 
explanation is inadequate, and that Messts, Wonckhaus are assisted by (1) low freights 
on the Hamburg-America Line boats, and/or (2) « customs rebate in Germany, “On 
neither of these points is there any evidence ; ay regards (1), British firms say that the 
cannot get quotations from the Hamburg-America Line, since all the space is reserved, 
sud generally taken up by Mesa Wouskhauss and, as regards (2), it is in the nature. 
of things unprovable, The Board ure informed that Messrs. Wonckbaus's business is 
conducted ina manner'which suggests that it is not regulated by commercial principles ; 
that they have held large stocks, and declined to sell even when prices were abnormall 
high ; and that some years ago, in one instance at least, they were overbidding British 
firms in Persia and underselling in Europe, 
Whatever the precise nature of the grain operations of Messrs, Wonckhaus may be, 
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the trade has become very difficult for British firms. The Basra Trading Company, 
who have been established formany years at Basra, have recently had to cease operations 
There owing to their inability to cope with Messrs. Wénkhaiis's competition ; and a 
Manchester firm was disposed recently to abandon their operations at Bushire for the 
samo reason, though they fnally decided to endeavour to continue for awhile, 

Te should be noted that Mr. Strick does not subseribe to the view that current 
Aiffeulties are due to over-bidding, He holds that the high prices demanded by grain 
speculators in the Gulf are the real trouble, and states that not only he himself has 
Suspended buying for the present, but that, Messrs. Wnckbaus have done the same, as 
they have been badly hit, The prices demanded have made profitable operations 
impossible, Tt may of course be that Messrs. Wonckhaus have been in roceipt of such 
forms in respect of freight by Hamburg-America Line boats as have enabled them 
to go further than British firms towards paying the high prices demanded by native 
speculators, 

‘The only suggestion put forward in any quarter as to ways of meeting the competi. 
tion which some British firms allege ia that made by Mr. Chick, viz, that steps should 
tbe taken to obtain substantial reductions of homeward freights on British vessels (of the 
Anglo-Algerian and Bucknall Lines). Some difficulty is doubtless caused to British 
oxportors from the Gulf by the fict that Mr. Strick, who controls the Anglo-Algerian 
and Bucknall Lines, is himself’ an exporter of grain and other Gulf products, and that 
he retains, thereforo, first claim on the space on his boats, and is in other ways not 
Always disposed to have sullicient regard for the needs of other firms ; and there is some 
evidence of dissatisfaction in this connection, ‘The Board have, in fact, been told that, 
owing to the froights charged and the indisposition of Mr. Strick to meet requirements, 
find flso owing to the reservation of space of the Hamburg-America Lino boats, it is 
becoming almost impossible for British firms to continue in the trade unless they are 
algo shipeovners and ean call up their own Uoats as required, or are in cloge relations 
with shipping lines, e.g. as agents, ‘The only way to obtain substantial reductions of 
freight on the British boats would appear to be the grant of a subsidy ; but it would 
have to be a considerable one, since the Hamburg-America Line may be prepared to cut 
rates (for Messrs, Wonkhavs) to any extent, especially as, if the shipments of railway 
material to Basra necessitate—as they probably will—more frequent outward sailings 
by Hamburg-America Line boats, they will be even more anxious than at present to 
secure homeward. cargo, 












































‘4. Lighterage—Bir B, Cox's despatch of the 24th December renews the suggestion 
that an elliciont lighterage service should be established at Bushire by a British 
company, and proposes that the service should be extended at least to Basra and 





Bunder Abbas, As fine as Basra is concerned, it would appear from Mx. Cousul Crow's 
despatch No. 2, Commercial, of the 22nd February, that there is no special need—if, 
indeed, thors is any at all—for such a scheme there, and that the dredging of the bar 
would’ be more useful. ‘The operations of the proposed Shatt-el-Arab Navigation 
Commission, if established, would presumably modify the situation at Basrs considerably. 
In the cago of Bunder Abbas the Board have no evidence that suggests that the lack of 
stich a service as is suggested is keenly felt, As regards Bushire itself, the obstacles of 
existing vested interests, and the probability that native merchants would support their 
countrymen, though probably not insuperable, would present. considerable dificulties; 
‘nd fiom the opinions oxpretsed by. British mercantile Sims it is apparent that they 
rogard it asa matter for the shipowners, are indisposed themselves to come into 
4 company for the purpose, and are very doubtful if, on the whole, it would be 
munerative, Whilst admitting that it would be a convenience, they do not seem 
‘clined to regard the present lighterage conditions as particularly adverse. Mr. Strick, 
howover, states that he is perfectly willing to co-operate with the British India for a 
service at Bushire ; he understands that the matter has been under the consideration 
of Lord Incheape, and will communicate with hi 
'3, Position of Mr. Strick, —It is urged by Sir P. Cox and Mr. Chick that Mr. F. C. 
Strick should be approached again, by His Majesty's Government, and it is assumed 
that he is not fully aware of the position. It is, however, clear that this is not the case. 
Mr, Strick is fully aware of the powibility of Hamburg-Ameriea Line competition for 
the Manchester contracts, but, as already stated, there are good reasons for believing 
that that competition would "not be successful. As regards Marseilles, again, he 
anticipates no danger. Mr. Strick has informed the Board that, whilst he thinks it 
inadvisable to enter into a conflict with the Hamburg—America Line by endeayourin 
to seoure the Belgian sugar contracts, he is prepared to fight that lineshould it encroacl 
in any way on the sphere of operations of the British lines It is evident that 
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Mr, Strick regards his position as a strong one, owing (it would seem) in part, to his 
contracts, in part to lis connection with Sir J. Ellerman, and in part to his close 
business relations with the Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 

The Possibility of a Subsidy There are, moveaver, very considerable diioulties 
in the way of subsidy. ‘The grant of subsidies for purely commercial purposes forms 
no part of the policy of His Majesty’s Government, Further, when he question of 
subvention for postal services (which would have been helpful to the British lines trading 
directly between Europe and Gulf ports in resisting the pressure of the Hamburg— 
rect, ine fox a rates agreement was considered n fey yeurs ago, it was decided 
that no ease could be made out for a grant of more than a very limited amount, which 
would have been of no practical use, It has also to be remembered that ship-owners 
fading with the Gulf are presumably conducting profitable undertakings, and do not 
need Government help to enable them to keep up their operations; while, so far as the 
import trade is concerned, assistance of this kind is not required by British firms trading. 
‘with Persia. On the other hand, and taking the purely commercial point of view, the 
exports from Persia are not of sufficient importance to justify the consideration of a 
grant, and even if they were, avy such grant would inaugurate @ nev form of assistance to 
trade’ which it would be difficult to refuse to extend in other directions. A subsidy 
could not be defended at the present time on purely commercial grounds; it could be 
defended only as @ means of maintaining, for reasons predominantly political, British 
firms engaged in « particular trade, Such a subsidy, and the reasons for it, could 1108 
be kept secret, and the fact of its existence would make public to the world our 
apprehensions as to German progeess in the Gulf, call forth from Germany denials of 

sthing uncommercial in the action of Messrs, Wonckaus and the Hamburg-America 
e, stimulate the latter to fresh activity, and give further impetus to German 
political effort, 

7. General Trade Vonditions,—The British firms wh 
Bourd of Trade were unanimous in believing that: the eon 

ot of commercial character, and that its primary object is political rather than 

jerial, Tt is mainly competition in the export, trade from Persia, and its adverse 
influence has been felt most severely by firms which, like the Basta Trading Company, 
are, of have been, engaged principally in the barley export trade, though it is und 
stood that che same methods base been fudopted in respect of wowne ott Tin 
produce. 

The difficulties of firms exporting these other products, and of firms importing 
coods into Persia, arise chiefly from the lack of socurity in Persia generally, and on the 
South Persian trade routes especially. Rates of insurance and cost on conveyance on 
inland routes have risen greatly ; robberies are frequent ; there is great delay. (goods 
have taken as much as eighiteen months in transit from the United Kingdom to Tspahan 

y the Ahwaz-Isp: » which is comparatively safe) ; large quantities of goods 
Te blocked at the ports, and firms have consequently very considerable sums of mone 
locked up in this way (in the case of one firm alone the amount at a single South 
Persian port is 60,0002. A number of small Arab and Jewish firms are taking great 
risks and making in some instances large profits; but their trade is practically a 
gamble, Meanwhile, Russian goods are becoming better known in the Central Persian 
markets, and their competition is being felt-as far south as Ahwaz, Messrs. H. , Dixon 
‘aud Co, and Messrs. Ziegler and Co. both expressed grave doubts as to the possibility 
sfcontinuing the trade unless stops were taken at an early date to bring about & 
substantial increase of security, and the Board are further informed that for the same 
reasons Messrs. David Sassoon and Co, have in mind the advisability of limiting ther 
operations in South Persia, and of possibly withdrawing altogether. 

All the firms concerned are agreed that if they are assured of a reasonable 
amount of seeurity they can maintain their trade and meet Russian and German 
compotition—as regards the latter, at least in the import trade ; but unless Hix Majesty's 
Government take strong action to secure order in South Persia without delay, traders 
are couvineed that, with the import trade crippled by disorder and the export trade 
siruggling. with ‘the meommereialcompatition (whether aubeidiod oF ot) of 
Messrs, Wonckhaus, and also impeded by disorder, it will soon be impossible for 
to go on, with the result that the predominance of British commercial interests in the 
Gulf will become a thing of the past. 

Unless and until order is seoured in Southern Persia none of the proposals that 
have been put forward could be of any very appreciable utility. 
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Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recei 





Tehran, April 29, 1913. 
















satisfactory proposals in this sense, 
and the low advanced in proportion as the time 


ight be ripe for the execution of 
each measure in its turn. 


Tt would, however, in his opinion, be necessary to submit 
the expenditure of all moneys realised from the loan to the strict supervision of the 

‘Tho control could be carried out, the Rus 
commission composed of th 
cial Department, and. twe 
Such a body would Le less liked; 
nov Europe comm 
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representative, an 
members from each of the two legations, 
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on representing the lenders, and he deprecates the introduction 
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Sir W. Downley to Sir Edveard Grey.—(Received April 29.) 


Tehran, Aprit 29, 1913. 


MY telegram No, 174 of 27 
‘The Russian Chargé d’Affan a 
Cossacks with 5 officers have been sent to Si 
n force there cons 


580 far confirms British consul at Tabriz’s informa 
‘ujbulak, whilst 
ts of about 650 men, as 600 men who: 
intended to overawe the Kurds, are 
1 return to Urmia to-morrow. 
to strengthen force of Persian 



















Cossacks recently sent to Sullduz, but 
conditions under which Turkish evacuation was agreed upon. 








Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Rec 


i St. Petersburgh, April 29, 1913. 
for Foreign Affairs asked me to-day what was the attitude of His 
Majesty's Government with regard to the proposal to 
my telling him what you had telegraphed to 

No. 194 of 19th April fo Teliran), he said that he had very low 0} 
Shah's character, but that he would raise no objection were the 
to take the initiative. He thought our two Ministers ought to consult together on the 


declare young Shah of age. On 
W. Townley (see your telegram 

ion of the young 
rersian Government 


Excelleney then told me that Shon-es-Sultaneh had tele 

x-Shah to enquire whether the Russian m 
He added that he would in that case 
wut that ex-Shah was in Baden for his health, and quite 
ivate secretary had been instructed to reply that ex-Shah must 


wphed to former 
private secretary of the : jovernment would 


immed to Persia. 


support ex-Shah if he retw 
encourage him to return, bi 
Jacking in energy. 
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expect no support from Russian Government, and that latter would do nothing except 
in agreement with His Majesty's Government. 

He added that he thought that ex-Shah was,too ill to attempt anything at present, 
but that evidently Shoa-es-Sultanch and Sipahdar were intriguing for his return, 

His Excellency further said that he had heard from Tehran that Saad was gaining 
popularity, and that Sir W. Townley was inclined to change his attitude towards him. 
T replied that [group omitted: 21 had not} seen a single word in any telegram or 
despatch from Sir W. Townley to confirm this. 
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Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 30.) 
). 352.) 






w 
8 Constantinople, April 26, 1913. 
WITH reference to my telegram No, 196 of the 16th instant, T have the honour 
to transmit to you herewith copy of a memorandum, showing the line which my Russian 
celleague and T have agreed to reoommend: to our Governments ax the future Tured: 
Persian frontier in the Zohab district, If the line is approved by His Majesty’s and 
the Russian Governments M. de Giers proposes to append this memorandum to a note 
which he will address to the Ottoman Minster for Foreign Afar, in aocordanos with 
the promise of a farther communication on. the subject of the frontier in these districts 
contained in his note to the Porte of the 10th April (my despatch No. 802 of the 
12th April). -M. de Giers has been so good as to furnish me with the draft of this note, 
which lie is about to submit to the approval of his Government, and I enclose a copy of 
these herewith, 

‘This document, which in substance is a reply to the annoxe to the Turkish note to 
his Excellency of the Bist March, on the one hand rebuts the-arguments adduced by 
the Porte in support of ‘Turkish proposals for the modification of the frontier, and on 
the other explains the reasons which, we consider, justify our connter-proposals. ‘The 
Graft note ends by suggesting that Great Britain and Russa should be represented 
in the commission which is to be appointed for the actual demarcation of the new 
frontier line, 

‘The description of the frontier given in our memorandum is based on the original 
identic map, a photographic reproduction of which, produced in St. Petersburgh in or 
about the year 1873, has recently been discovered at the Russian Embassy, and which, 
as it contained greater and more acourate detail than the reduced copy prepared at the 
Survey Ofice at Southampton in that year, seem more suitable for the purpose, ‘There 
is, however, no difteuty in following the proposed ling on the latter ina 

‘The frontier that we suggest coresponds in the main with the seeond proposals of 
Messrs, Orloff and Soane and, therefore, provides for the cession of Tehia Sourkh to 
‘Turkey, but our recommendations differ from that proposition in that they reserve to 
Persia the district south of Shemiran, to the east of the Bamu range, and also the valley. 

As regards the former district, we have thought it as well to keep some 
i the event of further bargaining with the Porte, while as 
to the latter, apart from the reasons set forth in my telegram No. 152 of the 18th ultimo, 
the Russian Ambassador is unwilling to cede the valley to Turkey, as it possesses eome 
strategic value in the fisility it offers for attack on the town of Zohab, Wo have 
entirely declined to accede to the Turkish pretensions to the Sinjabi and Kalhur districts 
south of Zohab, although we suggest that the opportunity should be taken to reach a 
settlement of the long-standing dispute about Genguir. 

Tonly received the enclosed document from M. de Giers yesterday evening, and it 
has been impossible to prepare a corresponding draft niote for presentation to the Porte 
in time to transmit it to you for your approval by this post, ‘The form of M. de Giers's 
note, ond the fact that no written negotiations on the present phase of the Turco-Persian 
frontier nogotittions have yet taken plao between tho Turkish Goverment end 
ourselves here, precludes the possibility of an absolutely identic note, and I therefore 
Propose to prepare and ae ‘you by next post a draft embodying the arguments: 
employed in the Russian draft and to’attach it to the memorandum on Zohab. T 

1ure to hope that by this means the identic character of our communications on this 
point will be sufficiently preserved, but the final form of the note cannot. be suggested 

yy me, as I am not yet in possession of the text of Hukki Pasha’s written 
‘communication. 
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Unless you consider that a separate communication on the subject is preferable T 
should propose to embody also in the note our requirements as to the proservation of 
the rights of the Anglo-Persian Oil Syndicate in the territories to be coded. 

Thave, &c. 
GERARD LOWTHER. 
















Enolosure 1 in No. 160. 


Russian Ambassador to Sublime Porte. 
M, le Ministre, 

ME référant & ma note en dete du 28 mars, 1918, fai Vhonneur de faire parvenir & 
votre Excellence un mémorandum résumant Je point de vue de mon Gouvernement sur 
Ju delimitation du Zohab et des régions situées au sud de cet district. 

‘En 1892 les commissaires médiateurs aprés de luborieuses études sur les eux 
ropostrent un ligne qulavalt Te double avantage d'etre basée sur Varticle 2 du Traité 

le 1848, et de représenter un compromis équitable entre les prétentions des commissaires 
des deux Puissances limitrophes. 

Or, le Gouvernement Impérial de Russie est persuadé que le tracé susmentiouné 
nt le plus indiqué pour servir de base & Vslaboration de la ligne definitive adaptée aux 
conditions actuelles. 

__ Dans sa noto on date du 18 (31) mars, 1913, la Sublime Porte se déslarant préte 
Inigsor't Ia Porae le village de Kasr-i-Chirin, le Gouvernement russe, en sa qualité de 
Puissanee médiatrice, croirait juste que In Turquie regoive tune compensation par 
Vannexion du district du Chémiran au nord du Zobiab, 

Dans Ia note du 28 mars, 1913, j'ai eu Yoceasion d’entretenir votre Altesse su 
diffioulté que présenternit aux yeux du Gouvernement persan la cession des ter 
patrliforgs de‘Tehia-Sourkh, Hest 4 noter quiau moment de la présence sur les I 
des commissaires (1852) aucune démarch 
des puits de ‘Tehia-Sourkh, leur existen: 
époqi 

‘Toutefois, ne s'éeartant pas du projet élaboré par les com 
Dritannigues fe Gouvernement. Impérial d 












































 n'avait été faite pour la mise en valeur 
n'ayant pas méme été soupgonnée A cette 












issaires russes et 















Vui la grande importance de catte concession, il serait équitable que le distriot de 
Serkalé situd au nord est de Tehin-Sourkh, dont il est séparé par les montagnes, et 
hbité par vine, branche de li tribu persaue de Gouran, fat Inissé, comme par le passé, 
duns la possession de la Perse. 

TAmbassade Impériale partage Je point de vue du mémorandum annexé & la note 
vorbale de votre Altesse en date du 18 (31) mars sur la frontidre méridionale du district 
du Zohab qui confine avec In frontidre septentrionale de In vallée parcourue par Ia 

jdre Elvend ot gon affluent Rejav (Ridjab). Ceci est pleinement confirmé par le fait, 
que les commissaires médiateurs, qui ont, longuement étudié Ia question, ont arrété 
thu ligne de delimitation du Zohab sur la xive droite de la rivitre dElvend. 

Si méme les vallées de Kali-chachine et de Kifraour-Gouliné-diré étaient parfois 
administeées do Zohab on ne saurait manquer de les inclure au nord des terrains 
montagneux de Test de Zohab qui, en vertu de Particle 2 du traité devaient revenir & Ia 
Perse, Le eatactdre montagneux de toute cette région est explicitement reconnn 
Dervis Pacha dans i setion 28 ce son apport Gublié A Constantinople en. 1256 
de l'Hégire, 

Quant aus terres situées & Pouest desdites vallées, il est. évident qu’elles doivent. 
suivre le régime du statu quo établi dans Varticle # du traité de 1848, dont Ia teneur 
générale est exposde et détail dans ma note di 9 aod. Or, des preuves sérieuses 
Aitestent la possession de ces terrains par la Perse du temps de leur inspection par les 




























































religieux avancé dans la note de votre Altesse en date du 18 (31) mars, devraient 
reater 4 la Perse. S'il y avait wéme des familles sunnites parmi les Sindjabis on 
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eréorait des difficultés sans nombre si on les arrachait artificiellement Ja tribu’ Jaquelle 
es liens d'une existence commune les attachent. 

‘Sans vouloir contester les données historiques concernant 'appartenance de certains 
endroits situs sur les extrémités du Zohab A de certaines dpoques passées aux 
‘Gifferentes unités administratives de !Empire ottoman, je erois de mon devoir d'attirer 
Yattention de votre Altesse sur le fait quielles ne sauraient déroger aux dispositions 
Ges articles 2 et 8 du traité do 1848, quia péremptoirement établi les bases de 
Gdlimitation citées dans ma note du 9 aoiit, 1912. 

‘La Sublime Porte dans sa note responsive du 18 (31) mars, 1918, a bien voulu me 
notifier pour la partie septentrionale de la frontitre son adhésion en principe au tracé 
exposé dans ma note du 9 aoit, 1912, et basé sur la stricte observation des dispositions 
Guitmité dont on ne saurait méconnattre la portée générale sur toute 'étendue de la 
frontitre. Aussi par exemple Tallégation des droits de la Turquie sur ex-sandjak 
de Derteng situé au sud de Sermil et sur ln grande route conduisant, de Mésopotamie 
fn Persecabstraction fiite de tous les inconvénients d'une pareille frontibre—ne 
saurait-lle modifier la teneur précise des articles 2 ot 8 du traité, 

‘Lo inémorandum ci-prés annexé résume en détail la ligne qui non seulement est 
basée sur Ia stricte observation des dispositions du traité, mais dans Yopinion du 
Gouvernement russe correspond au principe d’équité et aux intérdts des deux, pays, 

Th serait, peut-étre, utile de fhe ressrtir Ta valour de la Tigue au point do. Yue 
ique et ethnographique, car Vexistence des grandes tribus persancs surtout 
"Elvend constitue un facteur dont i serait excessivement: dangereux de ne pas 


























tenir compt 

Animé du desir de voir établir entre les deux Puissauces inusulmanes tune 
frontitre stable et appuyée sur des données naturelles, le Gouvernement Impérial de 
Tiussic ne saurait suffisamment insister sur Vhicoeptation de ces propositions par lo 
Gouvernement ottoman, 

“Je saisis cette occasion pour renouveler les observations sur la partio septentrionale 
de la frontidre qui font Yobjet de ma note du 28 mars, ot je me rallie totalement:d Ia 
Jensée de votre Altesse d’envoyer dans le courant méme de Vété de 1918 une commission 
Technique changée de fixer sures lieux la frontidre détii 

Je tiens en outre de porter & In connaissance de votre Altesse que. son 
Gouvernement cousidére Vutrodijetion des commissaires médiateurs russes et. britan- 
niques av sein de ladite commission \ T'instar des préeédents suivis en 1843-47, 
1848-52, of 1876, comme la garantie la plus sfirw du suoo’s de Teouvre ardue de la 
dalinitation. 
































Veuillez, &e. 



















Enclosure 2 in No. 160, 


Memorandum by Russian Ambassador, 


EN conformité des bases établies dans la note de oe jour, In frontibre du Zobab 
partira du point sur la rividre Sirvan, so trouvant, 4 Vextrémité septentrionale de In 
Maine de PouchtiChémiran, et suivra ensuite les erétes de cette chalne ainsi que 
elles des montagnes de Schah-Keyim. Elle passera de Ta aux erétes de Khochike et 
de Bamou qui forment le partage des eaux se déversant A Vest et 2 Touest, Arrivé an 
‘efile de Derbendi-dchoul (Derbendi-hour) la frontitre suivra le cours do la rividre de 
Zenguens, le plus rapproché du sommet de Charaldis, point astronomique et Abbasan 
usta point situ on aval du illage de Mamyehan. Elle montera sur ee sommet ot, 

ensuite pa les ertys des eallines partagenat les eau des plaines de Til-éu 
wide Serkalé puis par les Chatnes de Khouli-Baghan, de Djébel Al-Beg, de Bender- 
Tehoke-Thenatle de Sengler et d'Anenguéran jusqian point'dans Ie défild de Tengui- 
Hannam situé vis 2-vis de Vextréimité nord des montagnes de Karawiz. 

De la la frontiore suivra le cours de la rividre de Kourétu jusqu'au village de oe 
nom. Laissant ce dernier a la Perse, la frontitre passera par le chemin entre les vill 
de Kourétu et de Khouch-Kourrek jusqu’a la chatne d'Akdagh, dot elle se dirigera 
Vers le sud suivant Ia ligne des postes ottomans jusqu'a poste de Kanibex sur la 
rivitre d’Elvend. 

La délimitation dans les régions situées entre la rivitre d’Elvend formant 
frontiére sud du Zohab et Mendéli devant se faire sur la base du state quo (article 8 






























traité de 1848) on longera les limites du territoire occupé par les tribus persanes de 
Sindjabi ct de Kelhour et qui restera & la Perse. 

‘Ves Sindjabi, tribu fonetitrement chiite, ont leurs piturages non seulement sur la 
rive gavehe de Kourétu dans la proximité de Kasr-i-Chirin, ‘mais égulement dans la 
Toealité connue sous le nom de Bagtehdi-Katar et s’étendant sur a rive gauche de Elvend 
‘au sud de Khanikine vers Mendéli 

Co fait est précisé dans le chapitre 29 du rapport de Derviche Pacha, qui confirme 
que la tribu de Sindjabi hiverne dansles plaines stériles s'étendant de la rive gauche de 
AviNeft jusqua la rive gauche du Guilan, ainsi qu’d Khanikine et Kyzyl-robat, 
Derwiche Pacha atteste que de son temps les Sindjabis cousidéraient ces piturages 
comme leur apportenant et ne payaient rien au Trégor ottoman. 

"Vu la néeessité de fire passer la frontidre par des points géographiques marquants, 
Jn ligne de delimitation dans le Zchab aprés étre arrivée au poste ottoman de Ranibez 
Lherividre de Sirvan suivra le cours de cette dernitre en aval jusqu’a Vembouchure de 
son affluent gauche dit Kendé-bouz ou Méréi-Chéfi Khan, Elle suivra ensuite en 
fimont ce ruisseau jusqu’h son point le plus rapproché du sommet de Kutehuk-Bagtché, 
doit elle montera, passant par les collines audit sommet et suivra vers Te sud la 
chaine de Djébel-Louti-Bagtehé, qui fait partie de la grande chaine magistrale de 
Djébel-Hamrine 

‘Traversant ensuite le ruisseau d’Abi-Neft Ia frontitre suivra par les crétes les 
cchalnes de Var-bulend, x Kelle-chouvan, &e., qui sout la prolongation du 

2 Inissant Touest les plaines de Mésopotamie et 2 Vest les 

nontagneux dela tribu persaie et ehiite de Kelhour qui habite toute cette 

entre Abi-Neft, la vallée parcourne par Ia rivitre de Genguir, le district de 

Ghuilan, ke, Kourchid Effendi (p. de son livre) énumbre toutes les ramifications de 
‘clhours (Mansouri et Chahbazi) et tes classe sous la rubrique des“ achirets et 

int dang la sujétion de la Perse entre les fronti’res des districts de Mendéli 

Tulovant de Bagdad ot Testrémité opposde du sandjak de Zohab.” Le méme auteur 

fatteste que de son temps les Kelhours no versaient aucune taxe gouvernementale 2 

ottoman (p.) 

“omme, pourtant, des contestations surgissent. souvent entre les Kelhours, qui 
ocoupont In vallge de Soumau et les habitants de Menddli, au sujet de Ia distribution 
des eaux de Genguiry il serait désirable de charger Ia Commission technique qui délimitera 

Hioux de In détinition précise du statu. quo obsorvée & Soumar ainsi que de I'dlaborution 

1 arrangement spécial relatif A la répartion des eaux de Genguir (Soumar) entre les 

ntdressées, 





(19825) No. 161 
Aiddo-mémoire communicated by Turkish Embassy, April 30, 1015, 


UNE compagnie anglaise explofte sur le Chattel-Arab, & Mohammerah, dans 1s 
Jocalité connie sons le nom de Périm-Abadan, un gisement de naphte, Par suite de 
cotte exploitation il arrive fréquemment que des résidus, naphteux se déyersent dans le 
flouvo, viciant Veau que la population riveraine est obligée de boire. Non seulement 
cola constitue un sérieux danger pour la santé publique, mais les odeurs et émanati 
dde patrole qui sen dégagent causent aussi de grands inconvénients, car les indigenes 
fmmploient eotte eau pour les besoins agricoles, de fagon que les matibres chimiques 
‘laletéres qui y sont contenues détériorent sensiblement les cultures et végétations de 
cos régions. 

‘Min dobvier & ces inconyénients préjudiciables & V'intérét, général en méme temps 
que contraires aux prineipes du droit public ex matiére d'obligations réciproques 
Gixqnolles les pays riverains sont assujettis, lo Gouvernement Impérial pense que la 

frure vole A suivre serait la désignation sur les lieux d'une commission composée 
Yun ingénicur, un spécialiste agricole, deux fonctionnaires de V'Hygi¢ne publique et 
fun jurisconsulte, ayant pour mission d’étudier sur place les moyens propres quiil 
Conviendrait de prendre pour empécher Vinfection et In pollution des eaux du 
Chatt-el-Arab, 


Ambassade Impériale ottomane, Londres, 
Ue 28 avril, 1913. 
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(19921) No. 162, 


Board of Trade to Foreign Ofice—(Received April 30.) 
{Confident 
ir, 4 Board of Trade, April 28, 1913. 
L AM directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 18th April transmitting cony of «despatch from His Majosy's Ambassador ot 
t- Peterburg and of letters from the British group of the Société d'Etudes relative 
to the alignment of the proposed tranePorsin railway and the suggested division of 
sia ain ‘ovo companies, which should be under Russian and British 
‘ith regard thereto I am to state, for Sir B, Grey's information, that, whilst 
1 thereto T 5 . Grey that, thi 
sehome for the division of interests appears fo be not unaceepiable in principle if the 
other questions at issue were satisfactorily settled, the Board doubt if any useful 
purpose would be served by discussing the scheme in any detail at the present 
suoment since itis evident that the requirements of Tis Majesty's Government as to 
the Ispahan-Shiraz-Bunder Abbas alignment are not such as either the council of the 
Socidté d'Etudes or the members of the British group aro disposed to accept. 

_ Lam toad that the Board concur in Sit E. Grey's opinion that, in the event of 
any selene being ultimately egreed on, the point of demarcation between the northom 
and southern sections should be as close to the border of the Russian sphere as 
ale and they would recommend that an endeavour should be made to place it at 


Ta 


im, &e, 
H. LLEWELLYN SMITH, 


(19879) No. 163. 


India Ofice to Foreign Ofce—(Received April 30.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India i i 
E tary ; presents his compliments to tho Undor- 
Secretary of Sat or Ruin Aun an forwards Heri antiny imamate, at 
the Secretary of Sate, cony of enclstire ina letter trom the Foreign Seeretary to tho 
n dated the 10th April, 1913, relati i 
Copy bas bon sant to tho, Admiralty Beate erm a oes 


India Office, April 29, 1913. 


Enclosure in No. 168, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to the Government of India, 


(Telegraphic.) P. i 
cers Bushire, March 7, 1013. 


Please refer esa telegram No. 133, 
resuming that Masandam Island is, from a juridical point of view, indis 
part of Ruus-al-Jibal promontory, then a better ae for the li, “ate er arate 
pot on the actual matnfand soon to be afforded by that island, because ‘convenient 
security to the lighthouse keopers from attentions of the, samewhat_ troublesome 
tribesmen who inhabit adjacent. villages on promontory will be provided by narrow 
strait which separates the island from mainland. How far expression “ naval station, 
a9 nov used, differs from,“ naval basn” is not quite clear to me. It was held by 
‘avy in August 1904 that Khor Kawai is “a very valuable position for a flying base 
and temporary couling station,” but lite open space ‘would be afforded asthe shores 
of Sa eT for the most part slope precipitously to the sea, while climatic and 
29 2M 
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other amenities of the locality are most uninviting; so that promontory seems to offer 
‘by no means an ideal situation for a large “naval station.” However, all that would 
be contemplated for the present would, I imagine, pending further extensive political 
developments, he that we should reoccupy Telegraph islct and, if possible, obtain from 
Sultan, in order to assure our footing, lease of promontory north of Maklab, put some 
coal down at Khor Kawai, and in the vicinity erect a light-house. I do not personally 
see how we could. safely refrain from making good our strategical position on the 
islands and shore in the neighbourhood of Bunder Abbas—if not on the mainland, at 
any rate on the islands—if 'Prans-Persian Railway were to take shape and were to break 
gauge at Bunder Abbas, starting on unobtrusive lines contemplated in telegram to 
Secretary of State of the Sth January from Government of India, and being prepared, if 
necessity became more lively, to take more drastic action. 




















(19910) 





Mr, Greene 






to Foreign Office. (Received April 30.) 





Winchester House, Old Broad Street, 
Sir, London, April 29, 1913. 

WITH roferonce tomy letter of the 22nd instant I beg to advise that T have 
received a telegram from Mr, Maclean, reporting that he is suspending negotiations for 
the mining concession pending an indication of your views to His Majesty's Minister at 
‘Tehran on tho question of whether or not the negotiations should be earried on on the 
basis of tho concession negotiated by Mr. Preece, or on the basis of the alternative 
draft submitted by the Persian Government. 

Mr, Maclean indicates that if Sir Walter To 
Government that His Majesty's Government desire that the former should he accepted 
as the basis for further negotiations, he is of opinion that all difficulties will be 
removed and the concession he promptly concluded, and I shall be much obliged if 
His Majesty's Government can see their way tc g Sir Walter Townley 
accordingly. 




















nley can intimate to the Persian 









Tam, &e. 
C, GREENWAY, 





(19923) No. 165. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edicard Grey. 





(Reeoived Aprit 30.) 





V8.) 
(ielonrthic R Tehran, Aprit 20, 1913. 

MY telogram No, 166 of 2Ist April: Advances to Persian Government. 

Financial situation of Persian Government having become acutely critical, and 
there being some danger of disturbances, I have to-day paid in the British share of 
the joint advance, namely, 200,0002,, to the ‘Treasurer-General, after having received 
tho assurance of the Minister for Foreign Affairs that the first instalment of the 
liquidation shall be paid on 1st Jannary, 1915, in the event of His Majesty's Govern- 
ment deciding that the above-named date must be adhered to, in spite of the fact that 
it was the intention of the Persian Government to propose 1st July, 1915, as the date 
‘upon which the first payment should be made. Russian share has not yet been paid 
in because Russian Bank is making inacceptable conditions about the rate of exchange, 
which would cause Persian Government to lose about 4,002 compared with rate at 
which Imperial Bonk of Persia will negotiate transfer. 






































































19908) No. 163°. 


India Office to Foreign Office. (Received April 30.) 


Sir, India Office, Aprit 29, 1913 

WITH reference to your letter of the 28th March, 1913, relating to a case of illicit 
arms trading by alleged British Indian subjects in the interior of Persia, 1 am directed 
to enclose, to be laid before the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of tele- 
graphic correspondence with the Government of India on thi subjact, 

‘The Marquess of Crewe shares the Government of India’s view that, ifthe persons 
implicated are British subjects, action might suitably be taken under article 281 of the 
Persia Order in Council, 1889. Failing that, he agrees that the suggestions made by 
His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, in his despatch No. 18 of the 4th March, 1913, should 


Tam, &e. 
TY, W. HOLDERNESS. 

















bo approv 


Enclosure 1 in No. 163°. 





The Marquess of Crewe to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) P. India Ofice, April 8, 1913, 
ARMS traffic. 
Please state your views by telegraph upon the letter of the 4th Morch from His 
Majesty's Minister at Tehran, relative to British Indian subjects implicated in illicit 
trade. Copy of papers sent by mail on the 4th instant, 








Enclosure 2 in No. 168°. 


Government of India to the Marquess of Orewe. . 
(Telegraphic.) P. April 23, 1913. 

BRITISH Indian subjects implicated in illicit trafic in arms. 

Please refer to your telegram dated the Sth instant, F 

Sir W. Townley’s letter of the 4th ultimo does not make it quite clear whether 
the persons under discussion are, in fact, British Indian, or the Amecr's eubjocts, If 
they are the former, action could, we think, be taken under the Persia Order in Council, 
1889, section 281, but if they are Amoer’s subjects, we agree that instructions might 
be given to the consular officers at Kerman, Ispahan, and Youd to warn them that, 
unless they cease to take part in the illicit arms traffic, we will withdraw our pro: 
tection. 

















1629 
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(19751) No. 166, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 
(No. 372.) 
(Telegraphic.) R. Foreign Office, April 30, 1913. 

YOUR telegram No. 162 of 29th April: Regency, 

Your Excellency should thank M. Sazonof for communicating to me his reply to 
Shoa-es-Sultaneh respecting the exShah, whose return to Persia would have the most 
serious results. I am quite unaware of any change of opinion on the part of Sir W. 
Townley respecting Saad-ed-Dowleh’s popularity. (End of R.) 


(Confidential.) 

When I saw M. Poklewsky in London he expressed as strong an opinion as 
Sir W. Townley about Saad’s unpopularity and consequent inability to form a Govern. 
ment, but it is hardly fair for us to quote this to M. Sazonof, 

(Repeated to ‘'éhran, No. 211.) 


ee 


[20031] No. 167. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 1.) 


Sir, India Office, April 30, 1913. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 18th April, regarding the proposed railway from Astara to the 
Persian Gulf, and with reference to-the question raised in paragraph 4 to say that in 
his opinion the point of division should undoubtedly be at Ispahan, 

On the general position as now disclosed I am to offer the following remarks. It 
seems clear that the project as approved by His Majesty’s Government is. not 
commercially attractive to the Société d’Btudes, and that, as far as the British group is 
concerned, it will lapse. On the other hand, it is not in the interest of the Russian 
Government to allow it to lapse, because the construction of the Astara—T’ehran section 
is of great importance to them (though possibly of less importance now that. they have 
secured the Julfa—Tabriz—Kazvin concession), and it was obviously their intention to 
Secure it under cover of the international scheme, since the Persian Government would 
be more likely to grant an international than a purely Russian concession. It is to be 
anticipated that the Russian Government will again approach His Majesty's Govern= 
ment, and it would seem that we occupy a position of considerable advantage in dealing 
with them, since the construction of a railway from the Gulf to Tehran is a matter of 
comparative indifference to us so long as Russian railways are not built in the north, 
If, therefore, we are in effect to facilitate the construction of the Astara-Tehran line, it 
should be on more or less our own terms. 

It would thus appear that the policy of His Majesty's Government should he 
to adhere firmly to tho alignment already required by us for a railway traversing 
Persia diagonally, and to revive the project of a north to south line to be affected by a 
Junction of the Mohammerah—Khoremabad and the Julfa~Tabriz lines at, say, Hamadan, 
Lord Crewe has some reason for thinking that this would be more attractive to the 
British group than the Bunder Abbas-! Ispahan line, while it is not certain that the 
Persian Railways Syndicate have the necessary funds to exploit their concession. 
Russian opposition would, of course, be strong, though it is not clear why, if they are 
willing to admit British goods to Northern Persia vial Chahbar and Yezd, they should 
object to doing so vid Mohammerah and Hamadan. But, as has been observed above, 
if the Astara—Tehran line is of sufficient importance to Russia, and can be secured so 
easily in no other way, it is not impossible that she may be willing to pay the price; 
the history of the Potsdain A; ement, at all events, shows that she is willing to pay a 
high price for far less tangible advantages, if asked with sufficient firmness to do so. 

It would, however, be advisable to examine this project in its bearing on the 
Proposal which has been made to form an Anglo-Turkish combine to navigate the 
‘Tigris and Euphrates. Until Mesopotamia has heen developed, the bulk of the trade 
Which this combine would handle would apparently be the transit trade with Persie 
vid Bagdad, i.e., precisely that which would be carried by @ Mohammerah-Hamadan 
railway. Tt is possible, therefore, that for some few years there might not be room for 
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oth projects. If, on the other hand, there is any truth in the rumour mentioned by 
His Majesty’s consul-general at Bagdad in his last monthly summary, that the 
construction of the Bagdad Railway is being suspended at that end, and that the 
alignment is being deflected via Dinrbekr, Mosul, Khanikin, and Kerkuk, the main 
line may reach Khanikin before connection is established ‘between that place and 
Bagdad, with the result that effective British competition with German trade in 
North-West Persia would in the meantime be impossible unless the Mohammerah- 
Wamadan line were in existence. 
Tam, &c. 
‘T. W. HOLDERNESS. 





20108} No. 168. 


Memorandum communicated by Hakki Pasha, May 1, 1913. 


Déclaration relative d la Frontivre de Mohammerali 


forme bilatérale me semble préférable, 
voir "addition an paragraphe 2 que vous aviez promis de m'envoyer. 

au paragraph 3, je me permets de vous faire observer que ma proposition 

Giait de donner Ia faculté dappréciation av s anglais de délimitation. Je 
nue pense pas accorder la méme confiance i persans, 
Nous dovrions arranger ce point vendredi, avant d'arréter le 


Convention du Chattel-Arab. 


Préambule, *, . . désireux daméliorer les conditions de navigation du Chatt- 
el-Arab ot de diminuer les risques auxquels pourrait y étre exposé le commerce . . . 


Convention des Chemins de Fer, 


Préambule, “, .. désireux d’écarter toute condition pouvant donner lieu a 


tre eux en ce qui concerne les intéréts commerciaux dans * 


unins de fer... 

4 (qui aura le No. 2). Il faut mentionner V'exception en co qui concerne 
le droit découlant pour I de Bagilad de sa convention pour I'importation des 
matérinux et de munitions destings i I Beier. 

Article 40 (qui devient 8). Il me semble que ce sont les clauses de garantio 
A'6galité do traitement qui doivent s'étendre a coux-ci. 

Article 41. Nous devions en faire objet d’unenote. Pour les deux Anglais il vaut 
mioux diro: Avant Yagrément de la Chambre de Commerce de Londres. On ne peut 
pas changer I'élection par V'assomblée des actionnaires, 

Article 42. C'estau Gouvernement ottoman d’obtenir la renonciation, article est 
superilu. 


Londres, le 1* mai, 1913. 


[20084] No, 169. 


vo, 11a Sit Ws Toonley to Sir Batward Grey.— (Received May 1.) 
0, 179) 
(gents) Decode 
MY telegram No, 172 of 25th April: Gendarmerie, 
Following received from Shiraz, No. 155, 30th Apri 


snoiged st ftom Kazeram that gendarmerie reached there safely, apparently without 
incident.” 


Tehran, May 1, 1913. 
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(20085) No. 170. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 1.) 
No. 180.) 
‘Telegraphic.) Decode. 
FOLLOWING received from Bushire, 30th April :-— 
“Remainder of Central India Horse left in ‘Dufferin’ yesterday. Colonel 


Douglas begs me to express appreciation of himself and regiment for message from 
‘His Majesty's Minister for Foreign Affairs of 17th April.” 


Tehran, May 1, 1913. 





(20086) No. 171. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Bateard Grey—{Reecived May 1,) 

(No. 181.) : 

Telegraphic.) Decode. Tehran, May 1, 1913, 

FOLLOWING received from Bushire, No. 228, 20th April 

“Wilson reports that company's engineer in charge of survey, having been 

informed by him that survey on Dizful-Khoremabad section was not possible this 
spring, has decided to confine himself to MohammerahDizful section.” 





(20097) No. 172. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Haward Grey.—(Reeeived May 1.) 


No. 1 
‘Telegraphic.) R. Tehran, May 1, 1913: 
"FOUR iclogram No, 201 of 82nd April: Arms, ac. for Governor-Gonoral of 
Kermanshah. 


Following from Kermanshab, No. 24, 29th April, 1913:— 


“If no arms and ammunition supplied to Governor-General, he is not likely to 
recover claims, Though inadvisable to supply 1,500, I think largest number he 
himself has mentioned, 500, could be given to fai reliable men without undue 
risk, viz., his own Azerbaijan sowars and 300 Tosirkan soldiers.”” 


(20106) No. 173. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Groy.—(Reecived May 1.) 
(No. 183.) 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, May 1, 1913. 

Sr. PETERSBURGH telegram No, 162 of 20th April and your telogeam No, 372 
of 30th April to St, Petersburgh: Regency. 

Tam not surprised to hear that the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs has 9 poor 
opinion of the young Shah's character, ‘The Russian Chargé d'Affaires tells me that 
he has expresséd himself in a most outspoken and opprobions manner about Russia 
and the attitude of the Russian Government towards Persia. I am afraid, however, 
that His Majesty’ mental ealibre is of low onder, and the doctors who have been called 
in to consult about his alarming obesity state that he suffers from incurable vice of 


T am aware that Russian Changs Affaires has reported that Saad is. gainin, 


popularity, but I am not aware that Ihave said anything to encourage the belief that 

share this opinion. Saad is indefatigable in his intrigues and is spending much 

money, and is probably collecting adherents among the many dissatisfied because they 

have ot secured oficial appointments, but T much doubt if ho has suceeded in 

inspiring confidence in even. who surround him from self-interested motives. 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 


[1629] 
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(20109) Nees, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 1.) 
(No, 184.) 
(Telegraphic) Tehran, May 1, 1913. 

‘Sn, PETERSBURGH telegram No. 161 of 23th April: Salar-ed-Dowle} 

Tt is officially stated that ‘Turkomans reported to have risen in support of Salar 
have been totally routed between Sari and Ashraf by the forces of the Governor of 
Mazanderan, losing eight killed and twelve wounded, among the latter their leader, a 
noted mischief-maker, F 

Previously to the receipt of this news the Persian Government had proposed to 
Salar that he should come to Tehran and reside here for some time previous to 
receiving a Government appointment. It is said that the Prince appears to be 
favourably disposed to this idea, 

Tn this ease Sipahdar, who is expected back in Persia shortly, may be made 
Governor of Resht. His presence at ‘Tehran would be constant cause of uneasiness for 
the Government, 

(Repeated to St, Petersburgh.) 





(19923) No, 175. 


Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 

(No, 212) ‘ 

(Telographic,) R. Foreign Office, May 1, 1913, 
YOUR telegram No. 178 of doth April: Advance, 
Your action approved. 
(Repeated to St, Petersburgh, No. 978.) 





[19923] No. 176, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan. 

(No, 379.) 

(Welegraphic,) Ry Foreign Office, May 1, 1913. 
SIR W. TOWNLEY’S telegram No. 178 of 30th April: Advance, 
You should inform Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
(Repeated to Tehran, No. 218.) 





[19826] No, 17. 
Foreign Office to India Offiee.* 


Sir, Foreign Ofiée, May 1, 1913. 

1 AM directed by Seoretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that Sir William Ward, 
formerly His Majesty's consul-general at Hamburg called at this Office a few days ago 
ib bay thotia felon of bis, a diteotor Of the Hamburg-Amerikal.ing, sas shortly going 
‘out to the Persian Gulf to study the possibilitios of development for his company in those 
waters, ‘Tho matter was of great interest to the German Government and the Hamburg— 
Amerika Line were takingit up very seriously, with a view, Sir William Ward th 
to having an established position in the gulf when, as a probable result of the 
war, Germany and Great Britain will have to come to some sort of a final understandi 
with regard to the Persian Gulf, Bagdad Railway, Tigris Navigation and kin 

juestions. 
“lh ail latter bao been adreseed to the Board of Trade, 


* Aleo to Board of Trade, mutatis mutants, 


189 


(20235) No. 178. 


Admiralty to Foreign Ofice—(Received May 2.) 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, Admiralty, May 1, 1913. 
IN reply to your letter of the 18th ultimo, respecting the lighting and defence of 
the entrance to the Persian Gulf, I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty to point out that, as the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs is aware, the 
strategical questions connected with the scheme fora ‘Trans-Persian Railway, including 
its effects on British naval dispositions at the entrance to the Gulf, is still under the 
consideration of a Sub-Committee to the Committee of Imperial Defence, Steps are 
being taken to lay the views of the Admiralty before the committee, and my Lords do 
not therefore desire to deal with the matier at any length in this communication. 
Briefly, however, their view is that, while a naval base on the Musandim peninsula 
would theoretically be in a somewhat better strateical position for the control of a 
ilway passing along the northern shore of the entrance to the Gulf, if threatened by 
ahostile advance from the north-west, practical considerations point rather for the 
present to the use of Henjam as an anchorage and supply base, with Basidu 
a subsidiary base for small vessels, especially if the rilay stops short at Bunder 
Abbas. 
2. It does not appear necessary to contemplate the actual fortification of a naval 
base in this region so long as we retain the command of the sea in Eastern Waters, 
3, Their Lordship's remarks on the lighting of the entrance to the Gulf will be 
made in a separate communication. 
Tam, &o, 
W. GRAHAM GREENE, 





(20143) No. 179, 


India Office to Foreign O.fice—(Reeeived May 2.) 


Sir, India Office, May 1, 19 

IN reply to your letter of the 21st April as to the proposed advances to the Per 
Government, I am directed to inform you that the Secretary of State for India in 
Counell agroes to the postponement front the Ist January to the Ist July, 1916, of the 


date on which the first actual repayment will become due. 


Tam, &. 
T. W. HOLDERNESS. 





(20155) No, 180. 
India Offce to Foreign Opice.—(Received May 2.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 
the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to the Viceroy, dated the 20th April, 1913, 
regarding the lighting and buoyage of the Persian Gulf. 


India Office, May 1, 1913. 


Enclosure in No, 180. 
The Marquess of Crewe to the Government of India, 


(Te hic.) P. India 0; i 
TING of Persion Gulf, lia Office, April 29, 1913. 


‘The Resident has been instructed by Sir W. Townley to isa posed notificati 
to foreign consuls referred to in your telegram of the 1th instante patil 
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(20146) No. 181. 
India Ofice to Foreign Ofice—(Received May 2.) 


i i i the Under- 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Us 

sears for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 

the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to the Viceroy, dated 28th April, 1913, 
regarding the Turco-Persian frontier, 


Tndia Ofieo, May 1, 1913. 


Enclosure in No. 181, 
The Marquess of Crewe to Government of India. 


India Ofie 
at from Resident, P d 

1 is accepted by Hakki, provided 

in shall he found to have beon in 

1g the convention, correatioal of line 

be made, You should have a careful watch kept, and report 

aoe aA ey ino any attrapt by tho Turks in tho tioautime to istorb tho eatva quo 
sotually existing. ae 

(Itepeated to Resident, Persian Gulf.) 





2, 
(20252) No, 182. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recoived May 2.) 
ei) cea, May 2, 018: 
RITISH consul-genieral at Ispahan telegraphs that local manager of the Russian 
Bank has sigtied a contract under which he becomes manager for ten years of all 
tie Ziles-Sultan, 
De at Eis Higlater4 sous etaecl hero, tells mo that he belives arrangement 
eportey > properties of oue of his brothers who has control of his 's 
sels He sare LUN 1 ponte han he trang may ink ibeeSltans 
perties, but doubts whether his fathor is aware of it. ; 
Propife added that it ig not surprising if Russian protection has been sought sino al 
attempts to secure Trtish protetion, though all dhe family are Britis at heart have 
failed. Nearly all the properties are in the Russian sphere, but the fact is significant 
of the spread of Russian influence towards the south. 





{20258} No. 183. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Recaived May 2.) 
(Mice St. Petersburgh, May 2, 1913. 
(Telegraphic) R. . Si. Peraburgh Moy 2 
TEHRAN telegram No. 183 of Ist May: Saad-ed-Dowleh, : 
T lave tafonmed Minister for Foreign Adaire of Sic W."Townley’s views reepeting 
Saad-ed-Dowleh’s position, and his Excollency said Russian Chargé d’Affaires evidently 
conveyed wrong impression of them, 


ul 


(19741) No. 184, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley, 
(No, 216.) 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, May 2, 1913, 

FOUR despatch No. 68 of 23rd March: British offer toe Governor-General’s 
force at Shiraz. 

While recognising that employment of British officer is liable to risks and 
difficulties mentioned by you, His Majesty's Government consider, novertheless, that 
in their own interests they must do their utmost to render successful their present 
policy in South-West Persia, and propose to consult Government of India as to selection 
of a suitable officer from Tadian Army, provided that fall consent and approval of 
Goveruor-General of Fars are first secured and Russian Government raise no objection, 

Tn any case, duties and responsibilities of appointment would he strictly limited 
to those described in Major O'Connor's telegram No. 94 to you, 

Tam repeating this telegram to Sir G. Buchanan and asking him to obtain consent 
of Russian Government. You should await further instructions before approuching 
Persian Government and Governor-General. 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 384.) 





(19741) No. 185. 
wie, Sir Edward Grey to Sin W. Townley. 
‘Telewraphic,) R. Foreign Ogice, May 2, 1913, 
1 Office state that they receive many complaints from Indian’ firms as 
y of the Kerman-Bunder Abbas road. 


8 it proposed to give anything from the advance for the needs of Kerman, and 
when is it likely that the gendarmerie will be extended to Kerman ? 





(19559) No. 186, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Lowther. 


fe 203,) 
elegraphic)R. Foreign Osco, May 2% 1913. 


YOUR telegram No. 208 of 28th April. 
Tapprove line suggested for Zohab district. 


{tlt approve proposals made in your Excellency’s despatch No. 352 of 28th April. 
It is unnecessary for you to submit draft to me, 
(Repeated fo St. Petersburgh, No. 382, and Tehran, No. 214.) 





(19741) No. 187, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 
(No. 384.) sa it wy to Sir G, Buchanan, 


(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, May 2, 1913, 
MY telogeam No, 216 of to-day to Tehran. UST 


Inform Minister for Foreign Affairs, and ask if he has any objection, 





(20143) No, 188. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 
(No. 388.) 


(Tel ic) Foreign Office, May 2, 1913, 
mie Majesty's Gororument agree to postponement of repiyimect of udvaneey co 
fehran telegram No. 178 of 30th April), and are so instructing Sir W. Townley. T 
hope that the Russian Governtient will do likewise. 
(Repeated to Tehran, No, 218.) 








[1629] 
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(20097) No. 189. 
Foreign Office to India Orfice. 


Sir, Foreign Office, May 2, 1913. 

” WITH reference to your Teter of the 28th ultimo regarding a proposal to supply 
arms and ammunition {or the Governor-General of Kermanshah, I am directed by 
Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmnit fo you herewith, to be laid before the Marquess 
of Crewe, copy of a further telegram from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran on the 
M1 er ld his Lordship be of opinion that the arms should be supplied, Sir E. Grey 
woul be glad to learn whether he would propose that the Government of India should 
he asked to furnish them or whether the information should be communicated to 
Megsré King and Co, who recently brought the matter to the novice of the Foreign 
Oflie (see telogram to Sir W. Townley, No. 139 of 19th March) 

am, &. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(19910) No. 100. 
Foreign Osice to Mr. Greenway. 


Sir, Foreign Office, May 2, 1913. 
LAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge receipt of your 
letor of tho 20th ultino., relative to the mining concession which your syndicate 
ro to obtain in tho district of Kerman in Persia, 
oe vte informs yon. in reply that on the 26th ultimo, Sir B Grey addressed a 
telegram to His Majesty's Minister at Tehran in connection with your lettor of the 
22nd ultimo, stating that, while he did not e the Persian Government could 
justly be accused of bad faith in their treatment of this question, he agreed with you 
that the draft discussed by them with Mr. Proece, with the modifications subsequently 
introduced into it offered a better basis for negotiation than their own counterdraft, 

1 was open to many technical and practical objections. 

WV. Townley was informed that Sir E. Grey had obtained from you an exact 
statement of tho ayndicat's objections to the Persian Governments counterdraft, and 
Of the arguments in support of the syndicate’s contention, and that these papers would 
e sent to him as soon as possible. : ; 

“Hee was authorised, on their receipt, to bring the objections to the notice of the 
Persian Government, and to endeavour in a friendly way to overcome their opposition 
by the uso of the arguments supplied by you, and he was instructed, in the meanwhile, 
to consult Mr. Maclean, is are 

‘Tho papers in question were forwarded to Sir W. Townley by post on the 
26th ultimo. 

. Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(20381) No. 191. 


Sir O, Louther to Sir Baicard Grey —(Reecived May 3.) 
yo ee) Constantinople, April 29, 1913, 

THAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith, for your approval, draft of a note 
to the Ottoman Minister for Foreign Allaire, communicating to the Sublime Porte the 
‘Anglo-Russion counter-proposals with regard to the modifications of the Turco-Persian 
frontier in the Zohab district, as laid down in the draft identic memorandums 
forwarded to you in my despatch No, 352 of the 25th instant. ‘ 

“The substance of the main part of this draft note is, mulatis mutandis, the same ab 
that of the corresponding Russian note, the draft of which will be in your possesaion 
before this despatch reaches you; but T should point out that, as reported in 
telegram No, 208 of the 28th instant, M.de Giers has agreed to modify the sixt 


* No172, 
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paragraph of his note, so as to provide for the insertion in the final instrament of 
agreement as to the frontier of an article stipulating for the recognition by Turkey of 
the rights of the Anglo-Persian Oil Syndicate in the territories that may be ceded to 


ae by the readjustment of the frontier. The end of this paragraph now runs as 
follows: 


“Test évident que cette cession doit tre préeédée d'un arrangement garantissant 
Je maintien des droits et des priviléges appartenant & la compagnie anglaise établie & 
‘Tchia-Sourkh, maintien qui serait stipwlé dans Vacte définitif A conclure an sujet: de la 
délimitation, : 

This wording leaves it open to us to add a paragraph at the end of the note 
defining our requirements in this matter with more precision ; but in_view of the 
opinion expressed in the last paragraph of your despatch No, 405 of the 20th August, 
1912, that it is desirable to take legal opinion as to the formula to be employed, 
Thave not attempted to draft it. : 

Thave, &e. 


GERARD LOWTHER, 


Enclosure in No. 191. 
Draft Note verbale. 


M. le Ministro, Constantinople, 

AAU cours des négociations qui depnis quelques semaines sont pouréuivies & 
Londres an sujet de la délimitation de la frontitre turco-persane dans sa. partio 
méridionale, son Altesse Hakki Pacha a communiqué au Gouvernement du Roi 
revendications que Ia Sublime Porte se croit justifiée A formuler quant ii ln reotifioat 
de la frontiéxe dans le voisinage de Zohab en faveur do la Turquie, C'est pour faire 
réponse i cette communication que je viens par In présente noto faire, sur les 
instructions de mon Gouvernement, les observations suivantes :— 


En 1852 les commissaires médintonrs, aprés de laboricuses études sur los lieux, 
propostrent une ligne qui avait le double avantage d’étro basée sur Varticle 11 div 
traté de IBA of de repréventer un compromis équtablo entro ls prétentigns des 


commissaires des deux Puissances limitrophes. Or, le Gonvernoment do In Grande- 
Bretagne est persuadlé que lo tracé susmentionné eat Io plus indiqus pour sorvir do 
base a Vdlaboration de la ligne définitive adaptée aux conditions actuelles. 

__ Dans ladite communication de Hakki Pacha la Sublime Porte, so déolarant prote 
Tnisser & la Perse le village de Kasti-Chirin, lo Gouvernement britannique, on. sa 
qualité de Puissance médiatrice, croirait juste que Ia Turquie regoiye une compensation 
par Vannexion du district de Chémiran, an nord du Zohab. 

,, Quant au district de Tchia-Sourkh qui se trouve compris dans lo tervitoire dont 
Vannexion 4 la Turquie est réclamée dans In notice susmentionnée de Hakki Pacha, jo 
dois attirer lattention tonte particulidre de yotre Altesse 4 1a diffionlté quo présenterait 
aux yeux du Gouvernement persan la cession de ces terrains pétroliferes. Tl oat 
noter, qu'au_moment (1852) de la présence sur les lieux des commissaires rien 
niavait ét6 fait pour la mise en valeur des puite de Tehin-Sourkh, leur existence 
niayant pas mémo été soupgonnée & cette époque. 

Tontefois, ne s'éeartant pas du projet élaboré par les commissaires britannique 
et russe, le Gouvernement du Roi est, digposé & interposer ses bons offices & Théran 
afin de provoquer Ja cession dudit district & la ‘Turquie. Tl eat évident quo cette 
cession doit étre précédée d'un arrangement garantissant Je maintien des droits et des 
priviléges appartenant 4 la compagnie anglaise établie A Tohia-Sourkh, maintien qui 
serait stipulé dans Vacte définitif & conclure au sujet de la délimitation, =. | 

._, Loutefois, vu la grande importance de cette concession, il serait équitable que le” 
district de Serkalé, situé au nord-est de Tehia-Sourkh, dont il est séparé par les 
‘montagnes vt habité par une branche de Ia tribu persane de Gouran, fat Iaissé, comme 
par le passé, dans la possession de la Perse. ve 

Mon Gouvernement partage la manire de voir éuoncée dans Ia notice sus- 
mentionnée de son Altesse Hakki Pacha sur Ia frontidre méridionale du district du 
Zohab qui “confine avec la frontite goptontrionale de In valléo parcouruo par Ta 
ivitre Elvend et son affluent Rejav (Ridjab). Ceci est pleinement. confirmé par le 
fait que les commissaires médiatours, qui ont longuemont étudié la question, ont 
arrété leur ligne de délimitation du Zohiab sur la rive droite de la riviére d'Blvend.”” 
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Si mémo les vallées de Kalé Chachine et de Kifzaour-Gouline-Dizé étaient parfois 
administrées de Zohab, on ne saurait manquer de les inclure au nombre des terrains 
montagnoux de Vest de Zohab qui en vertu de Varticle 2 du traité deyaient revenir i la 
Perse; le caractére montagnenx de toute cette région est explicitement reconnu par 
Derviche Pachn dans le chapitre 23 de son rapport publié 4 Constantinople en 1256 de 
THégire. ar 3 ; 

“Quant aux terres situdes & Vouest desdites vallées, il est évident qu’elles doivent 
snivre le régime du statu quo établi dans Varticle 3 du traité de 1848. 

(Or, des prouves sérieuses attestent In possession de ces terrains par la Perse du 
tomps de leur inspection par les comm ‘Tous les terrains entre le Zohab_ 
et Monddli sont occupés par les tribus persanes de Sindjabi et de Kelhour, qui 
reconnaissaient pas Ja supréinatie de la ‘Turquie. Ces tribus, & de rares exceptio 
profensont le rite chiite, et méme en vertu du principe religieux avaneé dans la notice 
de Hakki Pacha devraient roster & la Pel meme 
parmi les Sindjabis, on eréerait ces difficultés sa 
Artificielloment A la trib a laquelle les liens d'une existence commune les attachent. 

Sins vowloir contester les données historiques concernant Vappartenanc 
cortaing endroits situés sur les extrémit }—i de certaines 6poques pas: 
aux différentes unités a 
@attirer Tattentio 
dispositions des artic 
principe du statie quo comm 


auf pour les parties dont niention 
exemple, Pallégation des droits de la 

sud de Sermil et sur la grande route 
—ibstraction faite de tous les inconvé 


il In Yigne, qui non seulement 
coat baséo sur la stricte observation des dispositions du traité, mais, dans, Vo} 
de mon Gouvernement, correspond au principe d'équité et aux intéréts des deux pays. 
Tisorait pout-dire utile de faire ressortir In valour do la ligne au point de vue 
aGographique ct ethnographique, ear Pexistence des grandes tribus persanes, surtout 
Traut de. ln vividre Elvend, eonstitue un facteur dont i serait excessivement 
dangerenx de ne pas tenir compte. 
Aims du desir de voir Glablir uno frontitre stable et appuyée sur des données 
naturelles, le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté britannique ne saurait  suffisamment 
jnsister sutr l'acceptation de ces propositions par le Gouvernement Impérial ottoman. 
Mon Gouvernement se rallie aussi & In pensée de votre Altesse d’envoyer dans le 
courant méme do 165 de 1913 une commission technique chargée de fixer sur les 
Tioux In frontidre dafinitive, et il me charge en outre de porter i Ia connaissance de 
yotro Altesso qu'il considdre Vintroduction des commissaires médiateurs britannique et 
sso aut sein. de Indite commission & V'instar des précédents établis en 1843-7, 1848-52 
@t 1876 comme la garantio la plus sfire du succds de Youvre antue de ta delimitation. 
Je profite, &e. 





(20415) No. 192. 
‘Treasury to Poreign Office (Received May 3.) 


Sir, Treasury Chambers, May 2, 1913. 

T HAVE laid before the Lord's Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury 
Sir I. Mallet’s letter of the 25th ultimo, relative to the conditions attaching to the 
Joint Anglo-Indian adyance for the restoration of order in Fars. 

In reply I am to state, for the information of Secretary Sir E. Grey, that my 
Lords would be prepared to acquiesce ini the suggestion that the outstanding Anglo- 
Tndinn advances should, if not repaid out of the proceeds of a loan, be redeemed by 
half-yearly instalments Of 50,0000., commencing on the Ist July, 1915, if they were 
assuted that this sum would in fact be then forthcoming, 

‘Sir W. Towuley’s estimate that this amount could be provided out of the surplus 
(southern) customs revenues appears to them to be unduly optimistic, having regard 
to the particulars given in hjs telegram No. 80 of the 22nd February last. As pointed 


~aphere, where Russia has also a call on them, as some 200,001, 
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out in Treasury letter (4264/13), that despatch indicates that at the present time only 
4,800L a month would be available for sinking fund purposes from that source were 
the whole of the receipts appropriated by this country. ‘This amount will now be 
farther redaced ia respect of interest. on the Fars advance by some 6001, a month, 
leaving 4,201 a month, or approximately 50,0001. a year. 

A very considerable increase in the customs receipts would, therefore, be required 
before July, 1915, to enable the estimate of 100,000. a year to be realised. In these 
circumstances my Lords must renew their suggestion that, if possible, the security of 


reyenues additional to the southern customs be obtained for the repay f capil 
to commence in 1915. seen 


(20446) 


Sir W, Lownley to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Reeeived May 3.) 
Xo, 186) 
‘elegraphic.) ‘Yehvan, May 3, 1913, 

“FOUR legram No. 216 of ud May Britinh offer for Fare led foteos 

T feo it my duty most respectfully to submit that the prosent ip an eppocally 
unfortunate moment for His Majesty's Government to change their opinion about thie 
appointment of a British officer to command the forces of the Governor-General of Fars. 
Such an appointment cannot fail to react unfavourably upon the prestige of the Swedish 
gendarmerie instructors at the moment when they have suceeded. fi making tho good 
work they have done genuinely appreciated, both by the soldierly. hearing of the troops 
at a recent review and by the fuct that, in spite of forebodings of the British consuls ut 
Bushire and Shiraz, they have succeeded in carrying out transport withont’ incident of 
4 largo consignment of arms and ammunition from Bushire to Shiraz under. the escort 
of an insignificant force, which proceeded down a difficult rond said to be infested by 
brigands and cut-throats who had announced their intention of offering resistance, 

Only yesterday the Minister for Foreign Affairs informed me that he had received 
a telegram from the Governor-General speaking in the highest terms of the skill with 
which the colonel in command had managed the headmen along the road, 
_ I fear that this decision of His Majesty's Government will make a painful 
impression upon the Persian Government, and it seems rather an ungracious return to 
the Swedes at tho moment: when they havo carried ont difficult. duty successfully and 
aye beon at special pains to prepare expecially affiientforeo which i now on ie way 

hiraz 

‘The military attaché shares my views, 





(20441) No. 14. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reevived May 3.) 


(No, 187.) 
(Telegraphic.) R. 
YOUR telegram No. 217 of 2nd May: Kerman, 
_ Nothing nas been set aside for Kerman out of the advance. I did not feel justified 
in pressing this upon Persian Government, who accepted earmarking of 10,0001, for 
Bushire custom-house building with great reluctance, since the proposal contained in my 
telegram No. 28 of 24th January did not meet with your upproval, 
Imperial Bank of Persia has, however, made an arrangement with M. Mornard to 
aavants 19,000 tomans aeuonth for Kerman on security of revenues of the province, 
vhict continue to i Hist é 
Ccaebonal te ae eauive satnhetory reports of the stops taken by the 
it is impossible to foresee when the gendarmerie will be extended to Ki 
They are being so, popular that thei eevices are in great request in the northors 
of the advances is to be 


Tehran, May 3, 1913, 


set aside for gendarmerie. 
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[20469) No. 195. 
Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 3.) 
(No, 176. 


Telegraphic.) R. St, Petersburgh, May 3, 1913. 
(rele SER alegram No. 216 of 2ad Moy to Tehran: British officer for focal forces 
at Fars, 

Thave spoken to Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

He said’ that he must have time to think over matter, and would send me answer. 
He Added that he presumed that employment of British officers would be confined to 
province of Farsistan, 





(16382) No. 196. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


Poreign Office, May 3, 1913. 
urkish consul at Lingah, 
when the moment appears opportune. 





(20559) No. 197. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received May 5.) 

No. 76. 
Sr , Tehran, April 9, 1913. 

THAVE the honour to transmit herewith, with reference toyour telegram No. 178 
of tho Sth instant, copy of a note which I have this day addressed to the Persian 
Government respecting the transfer of the 7th Rajputs from Jask to Bushire, 

Thave, &e. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 


Enclosure in No. 197. 
Sir W. Lowntey to Vossuk-ed-Dowleh. 


M. le Ministre, Tehran, April 9, 1913. 
TAM directed by my Government to inform the Imperial Persian Government 
n vive of th atte of anarchy provaling in the hinterland of Hoshire and other 
Gull ports, it has been decided to transfer the headquarters of the 7th Rajputs, which 
fre now at Jask, to Bushire for the time being. 
‘his stop will be taken as soon as the cavalry regiment which is now on its way 
from Shiraz to Bushire shall have left the latter place for In 
ave, &e. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 





(20560) No. 195. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey-—(Received May 6.) 


Tehran, Aprit 10, 1913, 

IN reply to your despatch No, 49 of the 19th ultimo, I have the honour to report 
the following information which has been furnished to me unofficially by the Director- 
General of Posts on the subject of the rumoured threatened change in the parcel post 
service between Europe and Russi 

M, Molitor states that there is no danger of Russia making Astara the place of 
disembarkation of parcels instead of Enzoli; if they landed foreign parcels at Astara 
Russia would have to treat her own parcels in the same way. M. Molitor states that 
if such a change were made he would refuse Russian parcels at Julfa, and would compel 
the Russian Government to send them by way of Astara. He says that the Russian 
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Minister gave him assurance, three months ago, that there was to be no immediate 
change in the parcels post system, and he adds that Russia must give oue year’s notice 
before refusing to allow the transit of parcels by post. M, Molitor informs me that the 
Russians are trying to arrange a system to come into effect, betweon Porsia and 
themselves alone, by which the weight of parcels will be limited to about 30 Ibs. He 
thinks that if such an arrangement is concluded the Russians will never try to cancel 
the present parcel post transit system. ‘There is a meoting of the International Postal 
Commission at Madrid in 1914. M. Molitor says that notification has already been 
made of several questions which different countries. wish to settle, but that although 
Russia has given notice of one or two questions, that relating to the parcels post, 
system has not been mentioned. 
Thave, &e, 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 





(20566) No: 199. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 5.) 


Tehran, April 15, 1918, 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, with reference to my despateh No 
of the 28th February last, copy of a despatch which I have received from His Majesty's 
consul-general at Meshed, respecting the identity of the Turkoman assailants of 
Mr. Meriton, 

I have brought the matter of the modern gun to the notice of the Persian 
Government. 

Thave, &e. 
WALTER ‘TOWNLEY, 


losure in No, 1919, 


Major Sykes to Sir W, Townley. 
(No. 16. Confidential.) 
Meshed, March 28, 1913, 

I HAVE much pleasure in informing you that I have at last succeeded in tracin, 
the Turkomans who attacked Mr. Meriton on th 3rd December, 1912, and murdered 
his driver and gholam, 

2, Their names are 


Mami Kolek Shikh and Kolek Tekke, of Band-i-Ajan, in the Goklan country ; 
Abbe Kur and Jan Mohammed, of Kari Kala, on the River Sumbar ; 
mai; 
Sheikh Mohammed Khoja of Khiva; 
Sirdar Tekke, 


If you refer to my despatch No, 43, Confidential, of the 19th October, 1912, you 
will seo that three of these men are mentioned in it as being leaders of these raids. 
My informant, who is quite reliable, states that Mr. Meriton's property is still in their 
tents, and they are all, I understand, Russian subjects, At the same time the band 
may have included other raiders. 

3. M, Grigorief recently came to see me on the subject of the Turkoman raids, as 
my remarks to him had been embodied in a letter to M. de Klemm, who has asked him. 
to obtain further details from me about the participation of Russian subjects in these 
raids, and algo about the attack on Afr. Merion. Mt Grigorief says that the general 
Teouraoy of my slatemonte ts not doubted, but that ao long as tHe Gusbod-fKabnus 
Commission is controlled by 8 military officer who flatly denies everyth 
be easy to make any improvement in this undesirable stato of affairs. It is once again 
the dificulty of bridging the deep gulf separating the evil ofcers from the military ia 

ussia, = 

4, Tt appears from the above that the Russian Government is ready to take 
up the matter, and consequently I venture to hope that the information I have 
collected, which is also distinctly corroborative of what I have previously reported, 
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may bring these cowardly miscreants to justice, and also prevent similar outrages in 
future. 
aera ald contion tit hroogh ey Tepreseatataos made to1M. Leleux and the 
Persian authorities, the Sirdar of Bujnurd has been given a modern gun. If a similar 
gon be given to the Governor of Nardin, together with some modern rifles and 
aminunition, it will be very difficult for the Turkoman to raid into Khorasan, and 
consequently you might perhaps be disposed to use your influence in this matter—the 
Parkoman fearing a modern gun as the Angel of Death, ‘This fact was demonstrated 
Yy their cowardly behaviour when commanded by the Sirdar Arshad, and to reach the 
Meshed-'ehran road they must pass across Nardin or Bujnurd territor 
6. Lam sending a copy of this despateh to the Governtent of India. 
Thave, &. neg ETN 
P. M. SYKES, Major, His Britannic Majesty's 
Consul-Gencral and Agent to the Govern- 
ment of India in Khorasan. 





(20568) No. 200. 


Sir W, Lowney to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 5.) 


ee. Tehran, April 15, 1913. 
THAVE the honour to transmit herewith the summary of events in Persia for the 
four weeks ending to-day. 
Thave, &e. 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 


Enclosure in No. 200, 
Summary of Beents in Persia for four weeks ending on April 16, 1913. 


AMujaleds.—A band of some fifty mujalieds, having furtively left ‘Tebran, attacked 
‘nd robbed a gendarmerie post at Robat Kerim, A force of gendarmerie, sent from 
‘Tehran, pursued the band as far as Hamadan territory and then abandoned the pursuit. 
‘Tho band is still at large, terrorising the countryside. ‘The Government propose now 
to send Bakhtiarig after the marauders, Major Glimstedt, who is acting as commandant 
of the gendarmerie during Colonel Hjalmarsen’s absence from Tehran, at once arrested 
two of the principal leaders of the mujaheds in the capital and proceeded to disarm the 
nivjaheds gonorally in'Lebran, One of the arrested leaders, having claimed Russian 
nationality, was released nt the demand of the Russian consul-general, who, however, 
ronised to pradueo him forthe enquiry which Major Glimstedt wishes to hold with & 
View to ascertaining the instigators of the Robat Kerim incident. 

‘The Cabinet:-—Muteminn-ul-Mulk has several times tendered his resignation, which 
hhag not hitherto been accepted. He and his brother Mushired-Dowleh, who has 
requested permission to travol for his health to Europe, take little part in the Government. 
‘Saad-ed-Dowleh, who is actively datriauing, for the Regency or Premiership, appears to 
‘bo counting on the speedy break up of the present Cabinet. 3 

Finanees—An intrigue of certain Cabinet Ministers, headed by Vusook-ed-Dowleb, 
to obtain control of the forthcoming Anglo-Russian advance and to overthrow M. Mornard 
hus, for the moment, failed, mainly owing to the representations made by His Majesty's 
Minister and the Russian Chargé d’Affaires. oe 

The Regent—Mustofi-ul-Memalik has not yet left ‘Tehran on his mission to the 
Rogent, who is said to have instructed him to delay his departure until the receipt of « 
letor which Nasr-ul-Mulk has despatched by, post to the Persian Government 

Diplomatic and Consular Movemente—The Dutch Minister left for Europe on the 
25th March, Mr, Worrall, recently acting vice-consul at Resht, arrived at ‘Tehran on 


he 7th April. 
ae W. A. SMART, 
‘Acting Oriental Secretary. 
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Tabriz, 


Mujallel-es-Sultan, who has been a fugitive since his defeat at the hands of the 
Government troops last May, arrived at Tabriz destitute on the 18th March, and was 
placed in confinement by Shuja-ed-Dowleh, 


Rest, ' 


Salar-ed-Dowleh has not yet taken up his duties as Governor-General of Ghilan; 
but his munshi, one Mirza Agha Khan, arrived at Resht on the 12th March, 
‘The property of three local notables, Amid-us-Saltaneli, Sardar Mubyi, and Mirza 


Kerim Khan, which was pledged to the Banque d’Escompte de Perse, has been attached 
by tho Russian consul-general. 


Meshed. 


‘The presence of Salar-ed-Dowleh in Khorassan last March increased the general 
isecnrity usually prevalent in the province. Mahomed, the notorious Nishapur brigand, 
ined him, and their combined followings are reported to have burned two or three 

villages in the Sabzawar district, and to have disarmed and robbed the men of the 
Karai regiment stationed in Sabzawar itself, After this raid Mahomed roturned to 


+ Nishapur, Salar-ed-Dowleh eventually moved to Bandar Goz, where he still is, He 


hias refused the latest offer of the Central Government to accept a pension and leave 
Persia, and is unwilling to take over the Governorship of Ghilan, 

In accordance with instructions received from Tehran, M, Leleux, the agent to the 
‘Preasurer-General, has demanded one-tenth of the revenues of the shrine, ‘The shrine 
officials, however, have so far refused to make this payment. 


Tapalian. 


‘Tho relations between the Governor and His Majesty's consulate continue to be most 
cordial, and his Bxcelleney has of late heen helpful in the settloment of ‘British cases, 
His Excellency’s relations with the ‘Treasury agent are also satisfactory, and as a result 
the latter is gradually recovering the arrears of revenue due to the Treasury. 

His Majesty's consul-general reports another instance of Russian goods bein 
escorted by Peivian Cossacks (oide monthly summary dated the Ist October, 1019), 
namely, on the 18th March, when a caravan with 1,462 bales of Russian piece-goods 
arrived, escorted by ten Persian Cossack: 

A caravan of 198 mules carrying skins, the property of Russian subjects, was 
robbed by a party of Boir Ahmedis near Yezdikbast on the 17th March, According to 
information received by: the Central Government, the Kalantar of Yeziikhast pursued 
the robbers and recovered the goods. 


Several burglaries and acts of aggression are reported to have taken place in the 
town of late. 


Yesd, 


As reported in Jast month's summary, the Governor continues to usurp the provineial 
revenues, and the Treasury agency is to all intents and purposes inoperative, ‘Tho 
Kashi road-guards have uot been paid for some time, and are consequently lovying an 
ever-increasing toll on caravans, 

Taimur, a notorious bandit, who was captured by a force of Bakhtiari in the early 
part of last month, was brought into Yezd in chains, together with soventeen of his 
comrades, on the 16th March. Since then the local merchants have been agitating for 
his execution, but His Majesiy’s vice-consul thinks it probable that he will be bought 
off and allowed to escape, 

Shiraz, 


‘The 39th Central India Horse at 
Gth April en route to Bushire. 


nd the detachment of the 7th Rajputs left on the 
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The tribesmien have commenced their spring migration, and small parties are 
0 be disturbing the main roads and outlying districts. es 
ketene to information received by the Central Government, a Bakhtiari force 
has punished the Boir Ahmedis who took part in the fighting near Mamasenni in 
sigh Seistan. 


has collected a 
to haye started for the Kainat, and a foree of 100 
its way to the coast. ‘ 
Kerman, 
Mn. Johns and Mr, Tipper, of the Geologieal Survey of India, returned to Kerman 
on the 6th March, after a visit to some reputed coal mines at Khanaman and Badaman, 


Kermanshah, 


1 is qui : ids made on villages in the 
The town is quict, but there have been several small raids made on vi 
neighbourhood, ‘Tho roads are reported safe but, owing to the scarcity of fodder and 
to tho exactions of the road-guards, the number of caravans is very smnall and trade is 
unsatisfactory. f 

r Bushire 


c jre-Shiraz road struck 
Towards the end of last month the muleteers on the Bushire-Shiraz road str 
work as a protest against the exactions of Ghazaufer-es-Saltaneh, the Khan of Borasjun, 
Ind trade consequently suffered, However, on representations being made to the 
Central Government, orders were sent to Ghaznufer-es-Saltanch to desist, and on the 
ily April the strike ended. 

Ahwaz, 


‘Pho sheikh has dismissed the forces he was collecting for possible operations 
uyainst the Bakhtiari, as the danger of a conflict in the near future has passed. 


W. M. FORDHAM, Major, A 
Military Ataché, 





(20569) 
Sir W, Towiley to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Received May 5.) 


hae Tehran, April 16, 1018, 
UPHOUGH there may be said to be less suppressed tension than marked the 
poli aatination at the date when I wrote my ieqyate No. 64 of the 17th ultimo, 
public. confidence does not appear to be really restored. ‘The news that Mobammed 
‘Ali Mirza had au t Vienna in an apparedtly bad state of health has somewhat 
comforted ti went, which feels that there is now no immediate danger of his 
reappearance on Persian soil. ‘, 
wSPHin proportion as the uneasiness respecting Mohammed Ali's whereabouts and 
intentions has deereased, there has been a marked recrudescence of anxiety relative to 
the futuro movenonts of Salared-Dovsleh, ‘The merbers of, the pretont Cabinet 
hitterly reproach their predecessors for leaving them such an undesirable leguey as the 
IPtinished negotiations connested with the oficial forgiveness of this unreliable and 
ingubordinate Prince. ‘They appear to forget that their predecessors, agreed with 
M. Poklewsky that the half-repentant rebel should come and live in the immediate 
‘ghbourhood of Tebran, and that to their fears lest he should associate himself in 
igues with certain disaffected factions is due the present situation, which finds the 
quondam rebel anc pretender to the Throne awaiting at Bender Gex the confirmation 
Of his appointment as Governor-General of Ghilan and a sum of money to enable him 
0 take up his post. MERIC 
+e ta OF anh for some time after M. Poklewsky’s departure ax if M. Sebline, the 
Russian Chargé @’AMaires, who at once adopted an attitude hostile to the aspiration of 
Salar, would suiecved in persuading the Russian Government to abandon their support 
of the Prince's cause, Latest advices show that he has uot succeeded in doing +0, and 
hie is now very insistent in his advice to the Government to allow him to proceed. This 
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the Cabinet are extremely loth to do, since they anticipate a popular movement ab 
Resht against him, and are fearful as to the attitide towards them that he may assume 
when once in control of the port by which nearly all travellers must enter and leave 
Persia. ‘They moreover represent that, far from’ having made his submission, hi 
extremely truculent and insolent, and_upon the srvival of a special messenger sent. by 
Ain-ed-Dowleh, Minister of the Interior, hias telegraplied that he is tired of negotiating 
with the imbeoiles at Teliran | 

‘The Russian Chargé d’Afaires bus informed the Government that there is reasosi 
to anticipate serious ‘Turcoman movement in the neighbourhood of Astérabad, aud that, 
although he asserts that it is clear that the tribes are out for plunder, and are not 
intending to rally to Salar, the Prince must at once be supplied with money and be 
allowed ‘to proceed to Resht, and that if this is not done without loss. of time, the 
Gover be held responsible for what may happen, and that it may even be 
necessary for Russia to send a fresh military expedition into Persia in consequence, 

Ttis very hurd to understand the attitude assumed by the Russian Government, in 
the matter of Salared-Dowleh’s appointment to Resht, because there ean be small. doubt 
that he is likely to prove himself as troublesome. to the Russian authorities, who are 

in that town,as to the Persian Government, and it is by no means improbable 

I create chaos on the important Resht—ebran road as he did on the Shirai 
Bashire road during his tenure of the office of Governor-General of Fars, The elements 
of disorder are not wanting, and there have lately been no inconsideruble number of 
robberies on this road, despite the presence of a Russian military force ab Reshb and 
Kazvin, and the almost constant movement of troops along the road. It may be that 
this element is not entirely foreign to the robberies, because my own chauffeur tells me 
that he was held up and money demanded by Russian Cossacks when caught in the 
snow some months ago. 

‘The action of the Itussian Government in insisting upon the appointment of Salar 
to Resht is, in my opinion, so inexplicable that. one can hardly help believing that 

teutional atteinpt to create fresh trouble for the Persian Government at « 
hen there did appear some reason to hiope that  measire of progress was realisable, 
It, moreover, gives any prophets of evil who have never ceased to 


P prophets i i 
assert that the granting of futher financial assistance to Persia would synchronise 


with @ renewal of disorders in the suppression of which ull the money lent would be 
expended. 
ice writing the above the Minister for Foreign Affairs has informed me that the 
Russian Chargé d’Affaires now threatens that unless Salar is ut onee recognised us 
Governor-General of Ghilan, be will be accompanied to Enzeli by the Russian consul ab 
be met on arrival by the Russian consul wt Resht, and will be duly 
his auspices, M. Sabline is reported to have added’ that thus « similar 
be created in Ghilin to that which exists in Azarbaijan, a, somewhat 
outspoken expression of opinion on the part of the Russian representative of the 
true state of tutelage prevailing in Azarbaijan. ‘These appear to be rather strong stops 
to take in support of the assuraices given to Salir by M, Poklewsky, particularly as 
these assurances weie conditional upon the Prince's acceptance of eertain conditions 
which have not been fulfilled by him, 

Reports from the south are conflicting, ‘The Goverument and the Bakhtiaris 
affirm that a strong foree under Amiri Mujahid, Bakhtiari, Governior of Bebbehan, has 
attacked and inflicted severe loss on the Boir Almedis and, Mamasenis who are held to 
have been responsible for the attack on the British officers last December that resulted 
in the murder of Captain Eckford, One was reluctant to credit for a time these stories 
which emanated from Bakhtiari sources, but lnter advices received by the Government 
and which are in @ measure confirmed by our consular officers, tend to show that there 
must be soune good foundation for the report, although it is possible thatthey may have 
ben considerably embellished. 

It would not appear that the execution of these punitive measures has had much , 
effect on the road as His Majesty's consul at Shiraz telegraphs that, though it was 
cleared of ruffians to allow the Central India Horse to pass, it filled up again 
immediately afterwards with a crowd of truculent bandits who have openly. announced 
their intention of opposing the gendarmerie on their way down to Bilis © 1b any 
well be that they will do so as the establishment of the gendarmes on the road in force 
would mean the end of their lucrative trade, which con ugiug exorbitant 
bluckinail out of muleteers and passengers and in, from time to time, earrying off rich 
caravan of goods that can be readily disposed of, It is possible that, some blutf has 
been indulged in with a view to frightening the gendarmes, but I hve deemed it 








desirable to instruct Major. 0% fot put the ian es te be positoalealy elo 
Solonel Hjalmarson since a defeat of the gendarmerie at the et won 
Soe all ental the filure of the entire theme and might Iead to results which it is 
‘the earnest desire of His Majesty's Government to avoid. For this eke 
foemed to ne that the exereis of caution, until the arrival of the powerful rein{ 
ments about to leave Tehran, would be preferable to runnin the risk of a qi os ae es 
What leads one to suppose that the state of vhe road may, in reality, be less 
dangerous than it has appeared to Major O'Connor is that there is, good reason to 
wrts that have reached me, from various quarters, that both Soulet-ed- 
Kuli, are seeking to enter into grace by init 
roposals for thi n guilty of the attacks oo Mr, Smart and Captain 
Recktord,. hat these powerful chiefs should cousider that the present poate aia 
favourable one for endeavour kK i Coulis 
that the arrival of a powerful Govern ans the end oftheir reign of troy, 
thout any fuss, and almost before auy news of what. was on foot became generally 
enon the vanfirneg have recently disurmed the aujebid at Tebran, Tt has for some 
time ben puzale howto. disasm these iregular troops now that they are no longer 
equited for the Government se More or les hy accident th Sweatsh offices got 
to hat there was some f iment brewing, and that arms and 
a mia were to be found in ce Withor waiting definite ul 
thoy proceeded to seize the: ia and to arn te persons al tA iG 
onie position, in whose houses the arms were Aga free of mojahi eeaped 
from the town and have started pillaging. ‘They escaped a get a r 
Eee et garaadiveraes iesel ch ar Saveh on the Ka 1 Haman road, TE i 
i wy may do some considerable mise re they are dispersed, b 
ao a ey Goulet, wldere of fortune of Yaous sata ‘ho 
hroatened Lo become a pest to the town, was a noteworthy achievement and one tha 
vee Tnrgely, to Inereso the prestige of the gendarmerie, as in prove by the 
itummber of disatined mujahids who have since presented elves as ree 
no og eh eves ds i nah te a a 
afraid that all the meinbers do not pull together quite harmoniously, but so far anything 
in the nature of « crisis has been avoided, eee + 
WALTER TOWNLI 





{20571} 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey—(Received May 5 
Gey) ‘Tehran, April 21, 1913. 
©" \WITH reference to my telegram N rs dat, T have the Honour to 
forward to you herowith copy of a reply which I h 1 ftom the Persian 
Goverment to the note which I addressed to them on the receipt of, your telesrie 
No. 178 of the Sth instant, stating that in consequence of the disturbed state of the 
hinterland of the Gulf A Be a ernment had decided 
wadquarters of tho Rajputs from Jask to Bushire. s 

dean area Goverknent it their reply, point ont that the proposed, movement 


hey themselves 
nay, have au adverse effect on the arrangements which they are now them: 


making to restore order, aud they express a 
refrain from carrying ont their intention, tet 
3 Ete area tale spose that Sir P. Cox has changed his apinien, ton Bee 
careful consideration ofthe question, and {have sine recoiving the rely 4p question, 
inted out verbally that the measures now being taken by the Ps 
Trill uot seach the district in question, and that the force at the Aispostl of the, local 
authorities is quite inadequate to protect the lives and property of foreigners 
ergency arise. = ee oy 
Badteniiacts protest of the Persian Government as being merely made pro formd, 
and that no further answer is required. 
Tinay ald that have informe 
taken, 


jope that His Majesty's Government may 


Chargé d’Affaires of the step to be 


Thave, &e. ‘ 
VALTER TOWNLEY. 


158 
Enclosure in No. 202, 


Vossul-ed-Dowleh to Sir W. Townley, 
‘Your Excellency, April 16, 1913, 

LHAVE taken note of the contents of your note of the 9th instant, and have the 

honour to point out that you state therein that it is in view of the state of anarchy 
prevailing in the hinterland of Bushire and the Persian Gulf that the 7th Rajputs are 
to bo stationed in that town, It is hard to reconcile this measure with the steps taken 
by the Persian Government for the maintonance of order in the south, with the 
completion of which the Persian Government is now engaged, and with the recall from 
Shiraz of the consular reinforcements, by which a further proof of friendship has been 
given to the Persian Government and the hope raised among the inhabitants of those 
regions that former promises, for which they aro grateful, would be fulliled, ‘The 
present measure has not only disappointed the Persian Government, but it will also 
strike a blow at the hope entertained by the inhabitants of Fars 

If tho anarchy mentioned in your note is to be taken to mean the disturbances at 
Bunder Abbas by the Baharlus, I beg to state that, as your Excellency is perfectly 
aware, the Persian Government has taken the necessary steps to put an end to the 
distarbances by the Arabs and others, and the Governor-General of Fars is: making 
efforts to annililate the disturbing elements, If your Excellency means something else 
1 at still unable to seo the justification of the measure in question, ‘There have. been 

incidents in the neighbourhood of Bushire and on the coast of the Persian Gulf that 
could necessitate such a stop at the present moment, when the people of Persia aro 
finding in the recall of the British forces a proof of the desire of His Majesty's 
Government to assist Persia, and the attention of foreign countries is being directed 
gn the proof of the good-will and benevolence of the British Goyernment towards 
Persia, 

L therefore hope that warn your Government of the harm this measure 
cause to the Persian Government and provent it from being carried out, Tn this way 
the measures being taken by the Government for the extermination of the Baharlus 
will be furthered and success will be sooner achieved. 

Tayail, &o. 
VOSSUK-ED-DOWLEH, 





(20573) No. 203, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Eaward Grey.—(Recoived May 5,) 


Telivan, April 24, 1913. 
WITH reference to my telegram No. 161 of the 18th instant, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith, copies of the correspondence exchanged vw 


i the Persian Govern 
ment relative to the advance of 200, 


7. and to the mode of its repayment, 
Thave, de. 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 


Enclosure 1 in No, 203, 


Sir W. Townley to Vossuk-ed-Dowleli 


M. le Ministre, Tehran, April 14, 1913, 
THAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that I duly communicated to His 

Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs the proposal made to me 

verbally in your Exeellency’s name by the Mashaver-ul-Mamalek on the 21st February 

last as to the manner in which the Imperial Persian Government suggested that the 

advance amounting to 200,000. which the 

to Persia should be refunded, namely— 


‘That the advance shall bear interest at 7 per cent. per annum, shall be secured on 
the customs receipts ofthe south, and shall be repayable out of the loan, whit it ie 
[1629] 


2R 


British Government was prepared to make 
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hoped will he coneluded at no distant dato; that should aucl Joan not have ‘en made 
Betore the let January, 1015, the advanes to be repaid by halt-yearly, matalments of 
351,000 tomans each out of the surplus of the southern customs receipts, commencitg 
ya the. above-mentioned date, ‘That should these receipts not suffice | 
pon, Use huporial Persian Government underakes to make good any defit out of 
othe urces of revenue, fe % = 
one now authorised by Sir Edward Grey 0 inform cllncy that the shove 
detailed 1eme of repayment is acceptable to His Majesty s ng 
se ae ra dhe mim of 200,000, into the account of the ‘Treasurer General, atthe 
Jhnperial Bank of Persia, upon condition that 30,0001 of the aborementioned sum. be 
eerily set apart for the financial requirements of tHe administration of the provi 
Specialy tn nh anteoste ave so considerable, chat an. eaoly restoration of law 
‘and order is a matter of ps amount importa and that a further sum af 100001. be 
ci voted to meeting the cost of the construction nw _custom-hor 
Bae 1ayere autores the presont unsatisfactory condition of the buildings is 
forious hindrance to trade, els 


ALTER TOWNLEY. 
eS 
Enclosure 2 in No, 203 
Vossukeeil-Dowleh to Sir W. Townley. 


April 13. 
ya Vi oairad your Exeellency’s note of the Lith es Sate 
accoptance by His Majesty's Government of the suggestion made by. the Persian 
aoe And communicated to you verbally by the Under-Secretary for Foreign 
tere ea the ist February last’ regarding the advance of 200,000, and I am 
fgrtotul for the goodwill shown by Tis Majesty's Government in that. matte A 

T now have the loviour to state that the conditions for the security andl interest fo 
tho advaneo are 68 stated in your noterunder reply, but the mode of repayment of the 
instal suggested by the Undersecretary for Kore Ait in oecandane ith 

T should the loan contem 
tho proposals mado. by the ‘Tr al was that, sho : erated 
* the Porsian Government not have been negotiated by the Ist January, ° 
Beate iment, would from. that date be prepared to repay the advance by 
halt-yearly instalments of 250,000 tomans, thus) completing the. repayment, in 
two sears’ ‘The first instalment would be paid on the Ist July, 1916, and the other 
instalments at intervals of six months. 5 4 * : 
ae AT aay misunderstanding T have considered it expedient to put on record 





(20780) Ro 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey—(Received May 5.) 
ee Tehran, May 5, 1918. 

i i» May 5, 1913. 
(Telegraphic) gressive incidents, directly or indireety attributed to the action of the 
Raseian consuls, have followed each other in such rapid succession that the Minister 
fu Foreign Affairs has caused an urgent Cabinet Council to. be called, and bas 
informed ine that if this hostile attitude is maintained he must resign. 
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The first lent occurred at Astrabad, where the Russian consul has refused to 
ive the new Governor who has been appointed after the consent of the Russian 
Legation here had been obtained. His action has been practically approved by the 
Russian Government, who say that the Russian Chargé d!\faires should haye consulted 
n consul before agreeing. Ami am, the discomfited candidate, is a near 

relation of the Minister of the Interior. 

‘The second incident is reported from Tabriz, where Shuja-ed-Dowleh has notified 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ agent, who does not depend upon him, that he is no 
longer.a tiseful official and that he must go. ‘Tho Minister for Foreign Affaire 
attributes this action to the Russian consul, as he says that Shujaed-Dowleh hag 
latterly been on close terms of intimacy with the present Cabinet. 

The third and most important incident, lias just occurred at Kuchan, whero the 
Governor, also named Shuja-ed-Dowleh, has been deposed by a force of Cossacks sent 
from Meshed by the Russian consul-ceneral, and forcibly conveyed as a prisoner to 
Meshed, no detinite charge having been preferred agaiust him. Prince Dabija had 
already threatened to take this stop unless the Governor was dismissed within ton days, 
but the Minister for Foreign Affairs had reason to believe that the matter had been 
settled through the intervention of the Russian Legation hero, 

‘This Inst incident, coming upon the top of the former ones, has caused 
consternation in the Cabinet, the Minister of the Interior being especially wounded in 
his susceptibilities. 

‘Tho Russian Chargé d’Affaires’ seems to be almost ax perplexed as the Persian 

sters, more especially as the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs has recently 
issued instructions that the Russian consuls should meddle less in local affairs, 

(Repeated to Meshed and Tabriz.) 


(20589) No, 205. 


SiG. Louther to Sir Beard Grey —(Reevved May 6, 


graphic.) R Constantinople, May 5, 1913, 
YOUR telegram No. 203 of 2nd May: Tureo-Persian frontier. 


‘ote was sent in on 3rd May, ‘The Russian Ambassador presented his note the 
same day, and urged the Grand Vizier to acvopt it, 





(19825) No. 206. 
Sir Eihoard Grey to Tevoftk Pasha, 


ipal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs presents his 

p mbassador, and has the honour to acknowledge the 
receipt of his Highness’s memorandum of the 28th ultimo, relative to the alleged 
pollution of the waters of the Shattel-Arab caused by the works established by the 
Anle-Pesian Oil Company on Abadan island, 

Sir E. Grey has the honour to inform Tewfik Pasha in reply that the compan 
have been asked to furnish their observations on the statements contained in his 
Highness's communication, and that His Majesty's consul at Mohammerah has been 
instructed to draw up a report on the subject. 


Foreign Office, May 5, 1913. 


{19762} No. 207. 


Sir L, Mallet to Mr, Harrison. 
Dear Mr. Harrison, 


Foreign Office, May 5, 1913, 
if 


I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter-of the 21st March, in which 
you were so good as to forward, for Sir E. Grey's consideration, the draft of an agreo- 
iment between the Persian Government and the financial groups interested in the 











trans-Persian railway scheme with a view to the reorganisation of the finances of 
Persia. by the institution of a committee of control at Paris and of a council of 
dministration at Tehran. : 5 
se Sir Is, Grey has had the draft under consideration, and has also been in com- 
mnonieation with the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs on the subject. ‘The Russian 
Governinent consider that. the proposals outlined in your memorandum are of too 
drastic a nature, and Sir E. Grey agrees that it would be very difficult to’ obtain 
Porsia’s consent to them. : i 
‘M, Sazonof thinks that a clause might be inserted into the loan agreement 
providing that financial control should be instituted in case the Persian Government 
‘re unable to meet their liabilite : é z 
The Russian Chargé d’Affaires at Tehran has in the meantime made a suggestion 
to the following eff 


‘That, if a large loan were arranged, the first consideration should be the 
elaboration of a programme of reform, to be ‘carried out by means of the money lent, 
the scheme to be based upon development of the projects already inaugurated under 
the auspices of foreigners; such a pin might be drawn up by the two legations in 
Collaboration vith the ‘Treasurer-General in the event of the Persian Government 

1g unable to put forward satisfactory proposals in this s These reforms could 

ai out successively, and the loon advanced in proportion as the time might be 
ipo for the execution of each measure in its torn. It would, however, be necessary 
tovsubmit the expenditure of all moneys realised from the loan to the strict supervision 
of the ty 5 at 
“he control could be carrie! out by @ commission composed of the ‘Treasurer- 
Gonoral or a represontative, an under-seoretary of the Financial Department, and two 
mombers from each of the two legations. Such a body would be less likely, he think 
(0 bo eanso of friction than would a now European commission, representing th 
Tenders, and he deprecates the introduction of any French element in any committee 
of control. 


its ont that such a commission as the one 


rey would be very 0 
hon you have taken it into consideration. Peale 
LOUIS MALLE’ 





(19825) No, 208, 
Foreign Osice to Licutonant-Colonel Sir P. Coz. 


Foreign Office, May 5, 1913. 
1 AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copy af 

‘a memorandum left at this Office by the Turkish Ambassador at this Court,* relatiy 

the allege pllatin of de water of the Shatter caused by the works established 

Anglo-Persian Oil Company on Abadan Island. 

oy eae ards roquest that you will instruct Tis Majesty's Consul at Mobammerah, to 

furnish a report on the subject, and to add that the company have been asked to furnish 
F observations on the statements contained in the paper. 


am, ke, 
LOUIS MALLET. 
eS 


* No, 161, 
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(20086) No. 200. 
Foreign Ofice to Persian Railway Syndicate, 


Six, Foreign Office, May 5, 1913. 
WITH reference to syndicate’s letter of the 10th April relative to the proposed 
survey of the aligument of the Mohammerah-Khoremabad Railway, Lam directed by 
Secretary Sir Edward Grey to informn you that hie has received 4 telegram from His 
Mojesty’s Minister at Tehran stating thal, according to a message from His Majesty's 
consul-general at Bushire, your syndicate’s engineer, haying been informed. by 
Lioutenant Wilson that a servey on the Dizful-Khoremabad. section was impossible 

this spring, has decided to cone his operations tothe Mokannmerali-Diaful ston. 

am, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(19825) No. 210. 
Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 


Six, Foreign Office, May 5, 1913, 

I AM directed hy Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herowith copy of 
a memorandum left at this Office by the'Turkish Ambassador at this Court,® relative to 
the alleged pollution of the waters of the Shatt-el-Arab caused by the works established 
by your company on Abadan island, 

Tam to state that Sir E. Grey would be glad to receive any observations which you 
may have to offer on the statements contained in this paper 

Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLET, 


(20846) No. 211, 
India Office to Foreign Offce.-—(Received May 6,) 


Sir, India Ofice, May 5, 1913. 
TAM directed by the Secretary of State for India to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 2nd instant regarding the supply of arms and ammunition to the 
Governor-General of Kermanshah, and in reply to say that, in view of the information 
furnished by His Majesty's consul at that place, he would uot, for his part, object to 
the execution by Messrs. H.'S. King and Co, of au order from the Farman Farma on 
the limited scale indicated in Sir E, Grey's telogram No, 139 of the 19th March to 
His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran, So long as the arms are not supplied by His 
Majesty's Government, the Russian Government can presumably tke uo objection 
am, &o, 
‘t, W, HOLDERNESS, 





(20948) No. 212. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey—(Received May 6.) 
(No. 189.) 
(Telegraphic) R. Tehran, May 6, 1913. 

‘THE British consul at Shiraz reports that tribal migration is proceeding under 
rmuch quieter conditions than have prevailed for some years past, and that brisk trale 
is being carried on. 

_. He adds that Kawam's force, which has swollen to 7,000 or 8,000 men, has met 

with some success, some section of the Baharlus having submitted, whilst the majority 
of the chiefs have fled and are being pursued, Force has reached Darab, famous for 
defeat of a Government force some four years ago. 

Its also zoported that a smal force hg been went to recover goods stolen on the 
Jepahan road 20th March, that of the two principal robbers eno hs been killed and 
the other captured, and that there is hopo that the goods may be recovered. 


[1629] be 28 
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(20949) No. 213. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey —(Received May 6.) 
Ore seenphie) R. Tehran, May 6, 1913. 
YOUR telegram No. 124 of 13th March; Fars advanee. ‘ 

Lon uinetneing the 100,000, advanced for the gendarmerio. of Fars to the 
account of the reasurer-General, having received a note from the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs accepting the advance under the conditions required 98 to Tepeyroent aad 
control. Tam expecting an answer to my aide-mémoire respecting the buoying an 
lighting of the Gulf and other questions to-morrow. 

(Repeated to Bushire and Shiraz.) 





(20950) No, 214. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey —(Received May 6.) 
(No, 191) a3 re 
(Holographic) Me se tat Alay: Gondormere Telvran, May 6.1913. 
MY No, 170 of 1st May: Gendarmerie, < 
Gendoeeianerived ae Shiro safely from Bushire 5th May, with arms) and 
ammunition, 





(20780) No. 215. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan. 


(Ro, 301) 


Molog Foreign Off 1y G, 1913. 
ree ydald, in the manner you think would be the most desirable and effective, 
bring the matters montioned in, Sir W, Townley's telegram No. 188 of Sth May to the 
notiew of the Minister for Forcign Affairs, aud express the hope that nothing wi 
done by Russian consular officors which might lead to a Cabinet erisis at Tehran, as 
the present Persian Government is the best available, and His Majesty's Government 
would much regeot if their authority were weakened or their retention in offico 
Gndangered. Tndeed, if all the facts be as reported, T must ask the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs to provent continuance of incidents that will destroy all hope of 
improvement in Persia and bring about « catastrophe there. 

(Repeated to Tehran, No. 222.) 





{21060} No, 216. 
Persian Railway Syndicate to Poreign Ofice.—(Received May 7.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, May 6, 1913. : 
WE are in receipt of your favour of yesterday's date, and note the cable which 
you have received from Tis Majesty's Minister at Tehran. "We thank you for passing 
the information on tous, and regret to see that the survey of the Dizful-Khoramaba 
section cannot be made this spring, as we fear this delay may prevent the survey being 
completed during the period of the opt 
We are, &. ba 
(Por the British and Foreign General Securities and 
Investment Trust, Limited), 
‘A. B, STODART, Secretary. 
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{21100} No, 217, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 7.) 

(No. 192.) 

(Telegraphie.) ‘hran, May 7, 1913. 
MY telegram No. 188 of Sth May: Incident at Kuchan, 
Following from consul at Meshed, 6th May :— 


“My Russian colleague states that bank employé was attacked by robber Juju 
near Kuchan, and two Cossacks were wounded. The Govergor of Kuchan, who is 
degenerate, in reply to remonstranco by the Russian agent, threatened further outrages, 
and was consequently seized, Juju and other robbers are almost all certainly acting 
on the orders of the Governor. Two of his advisers have been subsequently brought, 
to Meshed.”” 





(21118) No, 218. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edtoard Grey—(Reeeived May 7.) 
(No. 182) 
(Welegraphic.) St. Petorsburgh, May 7, 1913, 

YOUR telegram No. 394 of 6th May. 

I spoke strongly to Russian Minister for Foreign Affaire this afternoon on the 
subject of three consular incidents, and gave him an aide-mémoire embodying facts as 
recorded in ‘Tehran telegram No, 188 of Oth May, as well as your observations. 

His Excellency said that, as regards Kuchan incident, ho had already given 
Princo Dabija a good head-washing, and he had had no ‘business to aot a he 
had done, 

knew nothing about Astrabad and ‘Tabriz incidents, but would have 
enquiries made. 

I pressed him to give categorical instructions to Russian consuls not to interfore 

Persian internal affairs. His Excellency promised to do all. he could aud begged 
to assure you that he had not slightest wish to create difficulties for Persian 
Government, a8 he was anxious to retain them in office. 

In course of conversation his Uxcellency remarked that Prince Dabija was getting 
ld and that he would soon have to recall him and replace him by younger man, Ho 
alded that he wished very much that His Majesty's Government would at the same 
time remove Major Sykes and give him an appointment in India, 





(21119) 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Haward Grey.—(Reeeived May 7.) 
(No. 183.) 
(Telegeaphic.) R. St, Poteraburglt, May 7, 1913. 

YOUR telegram No. 362 of 26th April, 

Russian Government have sent mo the memorandum in regard to Salar's 
appointment, of which following is summary 

“According to information received from Russian consul at Astrabad, Salar, in 
view of evident intention of Persian Government to disregard ite moral obligations 
towards him, has once more collected mixed followers and already occupied town of 
Sari.* His action lias provoked disorders in Turkoman Steppes’ and provinces of 
Astrabad and Mazanderan, and is menaco to lives of Russian subjects and to Russian 
economic interests in these districts. For this Persian Government is entirely 
responsible by having attempted to go back on its engagements to Salar, In spite 
of contrary assertion of Persian Government, Russian Government declare that in last 
March Salar fulfilled his obligations to former and disbanded his followers. In view 
of above Russia cannot but lay responsibility for losses incurred by Russian sibjects 
through Salar’s action on Persian Government itself, and may be compelled to take 
measures for protection of her interests, 

“In the meantime, as possible solution of present dificulty, Russian Government 
suggest that Persian Government should propose to Salar not to take up appointment 
as Governor of Ghilan personally, but to nominate, by mutual consent with Persian 
Government, representative to rule province on bebalf of Princo, Latter sould in that 


* Sari is 100 miles north-east of Tebran and 80 males south-vest of Astrabad, 
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ease go on leave. ‘This arrangement could he supported by Russian consul at 
Astrabad, but in the event of Solar not agreeing to it Persian Government must 
then take decisive steps to disband his troops and restore onder. 

“Rinssian Government trust that His Majesty's Government will not refuse to 
advise Persian Government to adopt this solution as alone calculated to avoid further 
serious complications.” 

Tn a conversation with Minister for Foreign Affairs this afternoon T pointed out 
that thore was slight contradiction in aide-mémoire, as in one place it affirmed that 
Salar had disarmed his detachment in March, while in another it stated that Persian 

overnment must take steps to destroy bands. a ek 

Tis Excellency explamed that Salar had two months ago fulfilled his obligations 
and disbanded his followers, Int that Persian Goverument had not carried out their 
part of the bargain, It was entirely owing to their failure to doo that Salar had 
‘re-formed his escort. 





(20846) 

Sir Bdward Grey to Sir W Townley. 
(No, 223, : 
fleicgraphie) _ Foreign Office, May 1, 1918. 

YOUR tolegram No, 182 of Ist Ma erinanshiab. 

Tndia Office seo no objection to execution by Messrs. King of order from Govern 
Gonoral of Kermanshal on limited scale mentioned in my telegram No. 139 of 19th 
March. i : F 

Presumably Russian Government will not object if arms are supplied by private 
firm, - : i 
mf, therefore, you concur, and Russian Chargé d’AMfsires raises no objection, T will 
inform firm accordingly. 





(15874) No. 


Sin Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


Foreign Osfice, May 7, 19) 
d_ your despatch No. 64 of the 17th March, in the concluding 


t. 
how it conld be divided. 

‘on the one hand, 

anistan, still 


Moreover, it is open to question whether it would be to the interest of His 
Majesty's Government to further a division of Persia which would inevitably be looked 
upon as a partition of the country, srould ereate great jealousies in Europe, and would 
enormously add to their responsibilities, for in practice it would mean that the British 
‘and Russian frontiers would be coterminous. 
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I should be glad, therefore, before considering the matter in greater detail, to 
receive any observations you may have to offer as regards the difficulties which I have 
enumerated in this despatch, 
Tam, &¢, 
GREY, 





(20446) No, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, May 7, 1913. 
to your letter of the 28th ultimo regarding’ the appointment of 
a Britich ofr to organise a force for the Governor-General of Fare, 1am directed 
by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith, to be laid before the 
Marquess of Crowe, copies of telegrams exchanged with His Mujeaty's Minister at 
‘Tehran on the subject ® 
Sir E. Grey is in favour of deferring to the view expressed with great. conviction 
by Sir W at any rate to the extent of not prossing the appointment of a 
nov, bit before arriving ata decision would be glad to receive his 
lordship's opinion on the subject. 
Tam, &o. 
LOUIS MALLEY. 





(21831) No, 223. 
Sir W. Townley wo Sir Edward Grey —(Received May 13.) 


(No. 93.) 


5 . Tehran, April 24, 1913 
WITH reference to your tlogram No, 10 of tho 11th January, in whieh allusion 
is made to the possible oocupation of the island of Kharag by British troops, I have the 
honour to forward to you herewith copy of a letter addressed by the Resideno in the 
Persian Gulf to the Government of India regarding the present status of the island in 
question. 
Thave, &e, 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 


Enclosure in 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Government of India. 


(No, 880, Confidential.) Simla, March 16, 1913. 

REFERENCE having been made in recent telegraphic correspondence to the 

sibility in certain contingencies of a demonstration in force being made by His 
Majeaty’s Government in Southern, Persia by landing troope on and oseupying the 
ishind of Kharag, I venture to submit a few observations on the question of the present 
status of the island, as it appears important that, apart. from the strategical or political 
considerations involved, His Majesty's Government should be in possessiow of full 
information on the point. 

2, As stated at p. 1021 of the “ Persian Gulf Gazetteer,” the island, together with 
the small one of Khargu, is subject to the Khan of Hayat Daoud, on the mainland, 
Haidar Khan by name; and it is clear from the records of this Residenoy that it has 
been in the hands of this family from a date at all events anterior to 1860. The 
subordinate position of the Khans of Hayat Daoud to the Persian Government i 

e sume as at the time of the Anglo-Persian war; it has since 1887 form 
of the jurisdiction of the Governor of the Gulf Ports, but at no time in the Jast thirty 
‘years bins the Governor of the Gulf Ports attempted to interfere in the goverament of 
the distriet of Hayat Daoud. When the Belgian Administration came upon the scene 
in 1903, and desired to establish Customs posts at Bander Rig and other smaller ports 
on that coast, they were only able to get the khans to agree by arranging a large 
annual monetary payment to the kh le the latter have continued, de jucto, to 
exercise direct Control over local Customs officials, as: they do likewise over the Persian 
‘Telegraph postal officials when located there. 
Nos, 184 and 199, 
[1629, 5 27 
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3, The khanate is, to all intents and purposes, as indepen« 
Govenmene as Arubisten, Haidar Khan ond his relations under him now exer 
2 Gort me control over the whole littoral, from the borders of Arabistan to within 
ra ee st Bushire., Himself a remarkably capable ruler, he bas kept exellent order 
throughout the districts onder or allied to him since he assumed the chieftainship. He 
Corot Bihhor tribal or sedentary chiefs of Southern Persia in that -be ig, not a 
See ee roa ancl never earries arms. He is astute enough to, have discovered for 
Hating et ig beat mnethod to maintain his semicindependenes of the Persian Govern- 
aanerind. to. give no pretext for intrusion by Persian officals is to pa the reveuue 
ie his disteiete punctually and regularly into the Finance Department of shi 
‘His influence hus been all for the good, and his advice and mediation is often 
sought by the chiefs in the hinterland of Bushite and in the neighbourhood of Behbehan, 
HE en terme of antual support. with Sheikh Sir Khazal Khan, with whom 
he ins a private eypher code, 
Be ANB, hen ho showed great personal courage in capturing with his own 
hands tad handing over to the Resident two pirates, who had taken retugs in Hayat 
Tnoud, his relations with the Resideney at Busbire have been close and intimate. 
aetna no hope of seeing onder restored across the mountains of Fars, and he 
has ropentedly commented on the advancing disintegration of the pr His policy 
ja onbequently directed mainly towards warding off aggression foe the nomad tribes 
(log, the Kashkailis), from. the Bakkhtiaris, when at Bebbehan, ‘aud towards separating 
(9 ttrict from disorders that may oecur in adjacent portions of the littoral 

Her areds uo doubt, by the example of Sheikh Sir Khazal Khan, his neighbour, 
ho hag therefore turned to the British authorities for support in his ficulties. His 
nglophile attitude is well known to neightouring chief ant he openly discouraged the 
Heakuli nnd Borashun khana in 1911 and early in 1012 when te urged him to 
support them in attacking the Brit sh merchants, 
‘and given them personal help in pure 
Should His Ma 
es, to cont 
ory desirable that, be 
authorised to inform the khan confidentially of om 
coneurrence, By doing this we shall avoid hurt 
Ghiofs of the littoral who in the past has. behaved 

valuable asset in the future. 
negotiations with, him, as the de facto owner and ruler of 
bly beable to secure what we require at « nominal price, 
vtuwhat quixotic to Tense from the owner an island the foreitle 
iter contemplation ; but I would point out that, so far as the 
political situation ver ial Southern. Persia generally is concerned, it is unlikely 
Wnt he oeeupation of Kharag would have any appreciable, effect oe wy Ot other, 
xcept on our friend Haidar Khan, who, as the owner of the island, would naturally 
foul aggrieved at its seizure without previous notice, 

SE gecamnry to refer hore to the possible strategic value of Kharag: It 
vas reported on unfavourably as 4, naval or coaling station by the naval authorities in 
104,2 but it hag twiee Leen occupied. by « British foreo in the past, and its value to us 
nay be greater iy the altered circumstances of, the present decade. I note, however, 
from mye record, that the French Chargé d’Affuires at Tebyan ‘advanced some shadowy 
ee ce roversion of the island in 1889 sf but it may be presumed that this claim, 
if it ever had any foundation, has now lapsed. 

Tain sending a copy of this letter to Hin Majesty's Minister, Tehran. 

Thave, &e, 
. 2. COX, Lieutenant-Colonel, British Resident in 
‘ihe Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Consul- 
General for Fare, &e, 

































































































troops. He has encouraged Bi 
sing grain from his districts. 

ont be led a , by politieal or stratogical 
wi, temporary or otherwise, of Kharag, it would 
seewey overt action is taken, this Residency should be 
intention in tl ter and seek 
the susceptibilities of one of the 
(eonsistently well towards us, and 




























































‘whose support is likely to be 
By entering into di 
the island, we shall pr 





































































sy nouth and south-east gales set in, 
insuitable as a naval oF coaling station. 










‘Afairos informs me that ifthe fland (Kbamg) bad been surrendered vo Bagland he 
ata eas be declares i really belovge to France, having been ceded in 1895" 
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(21232) No, 224. 
ea Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey—(Reecived May 8.) 
Sir, Tehvan, April 24, 1913. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of 
Se Asians tes h copy of « despatel: which 1 have 
ea ea naa _Kermanchh, respeting the ation of Che Turks 
Thave, &e. 

WALTER TOWNLEY. 





Enclosure in No. 224. 
Consul McDowall to Sir W. Townley. 


Kermanshah, April 10, 1013, 
1 the honour to inform you that, the Brit ‘at Somnsh r6p0 
Taint lel ease LEASE uaa ee en 


For about fifty years there has been a Turkish consul in Kurdistai 
<ookorabont fifty yeu m a Turkish cons sdistan, but for 
laa f no importance and a few sbjeus. Some ft aa eatieteramen 
Vegun giving paper to Versionaobjets. This vos reported to the Government, and 
8 Governor, Abtshauy-ce-Sultaneh, fo thy matter up, an soe ight hundred 
ies with Turkish papers were proved o be Losin subiets ‘Tho Turks did not 
aay ater chat tl during the ast few years, when Persia has been in 
_ ihe cam ‘hoa ogg to upper Bs Jiects with ‘Turkish papers 
sonal and to grant pasporis to others, Some people ‘Obtained these passports to 
He aap Baaasa any tue gw dean 
pus Jan. is to Kend to Sulamenia, only four stagos n 
Eto oro sone otis plc ska, ba PS aun ch, 
tam 27120, "Now thar ato abot two thousand amilios 
Senne who have Turkish papers, and many of them are bad 












































Thaye, 
W. MeDOUALL, 








(21832) No. 225. 
cet Sir W. Townley to Sir Haward Grey.—(Recsived May 13.) 
Sir, Tehran, April 2, 19019, 


"WITH reference to your telegram No. 173 and to my 
ns yor 173 y telegram No. 
Gan th instant repetivaly, Thay the hoaoas to ea nein 
the note which T addressed to the Persian Govornent on the 40k ‘Ape Satorstna 
ie His Majesty's Government had decide to withdraw tho Bi sh Tndion 
also enclose herewith copy of a telegram received from His Majesty’ 
genera a Bashir, dated th It instant, giving the prnble of Clear ee aae vy 
¢ iushite to the headmen along the road in order to-seoure f 
se oi tay nls te Gat Ts cal 
informed by Si P Cox tht tho headin In question wnt a atsfactors rmponso nf 
the Govern’ leer, and expresed hurd o rend srvoe and atvention to th 
itish troops while passing through their limits, fea 
Thave, &e, 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 















































Enclosure 1 
Sir W. Townley to Voseuk-ud-Dowleh. 


M. le Ministro, Telvan, 

TN accordance wit ions which Thave received from His Majesty 
Seoretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, I havo the honour to inform your Excellency 
that His. Majesty's Government have decided to withdraw from Shiraz, the British 
Tidian troops that have been stationed in that town for some time past. ‘These troops 
consist of three and w-half squadrons of the Central India Horse under the command 
Of Colonel Douglas, and of an infantry detachment of sixty men of the 7th Rajputs 
tinder one British officer. These troops will leave Shiraz en route for Bushire and 
Tudin on the 6th in 

Tan) instructed by Grey to impress upon your Ex 
communication, that the withdrawal of this force without, His Majesty's Government 
faking any steps thenselyes to secure the order on the road that is essential to British 
tendo, makes it incumbent upon the Persian Government to make no further difficulties 
hou the conditions attached to the loan of 100,000, which the Persian Goverment 
have sought from His Maj ‘overnment for the maintenance and development of 














cellency, in making this 











the gendarmerie, which iy necessary to enable the Persian Government to protect the 
trade routes. 


Thave, &e. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 





inclosure 2 in No. 


Liewlenant-Colonel Sir P, Cox to Sir W. Townley. 





No, 176.) . 

(elesgraphic.) Bushire, April 1, 1913. 
FOLLOWING was preamble to letter sent out by Governor of Bushire, as reported 

in paragraph 1 of my telogram No, 170 of the 27th March. Te may be convenient for 

your Excellency to have cognisance of it, I regard the terms of it as sulliciently 

ie provincial point of view, and agree with Major O'Connor that any moral 

wunicemient of poliey should he dictated from Tehran, 

Translation which has previously heen communicated to O'Connor begins — 


















“A horas the members of the British Government have stated in speeches in 
that notwithstanding the several attacks made on British officers ai subjects: 
‘on the southern roads, and notwithstanding the losses suffered by their traders from 
highway robberies and illogal exactions, nevertheless, the British Government, in order 
to demonstrate their Sriendship and hy towards the Persian Government and 
ation, have determined not to abandon patience, in spite of the ignorant proceedings 
of the evil doers, and not to diverge from the policy of friendship and concord which 
they have always had in regard to the Persian Government. Their object is that the 
meinbers of the Persian Government should avail themselves of the opportunit 
aE A ee cat ta restore pence and tranquility themselves, In thi task 
the British Government will not fail to afford them financial assistance and intellectual 
‘nd advisory co-operation in order that (God willing) completely. suepessful results 
tnay he achieved, In order to give further proof of this pacific and friendly, policy 
the British Government have determined to withdraw their troops, from Shiraz to 
Tndia, andl the said troops will accordingly leave for Bushire and India within ten or 
tyvelve days from now. 

“'Ttis obvious that every zealous and patriotic Persian, to whatever class he may 
dotong, will appreciate to the highest extent this demonstration of such friendliness 
‘and co-operation on the part of « reat and friendly Government, and will use all such 
endeavours on such oecasion as are meet and desirable, and as are becoming for the 
wellavishers of the motherland, and of the sacred soil of Persia, so that the nobleness 
‘and appreciation of the Persiaus may become known and obvious to the world.” 
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[21233] No. 226, 


(go. Sir W. Townley to Sir Edvcard Grey.—(Received May 8.) 
RE ae ee} Tehran, April 28, 1913, 
WITH zeferonc tomy telegrams Nos, 109 and 173 of the 231d and 26th instant 
gay the subict ofthe atte to be adopted by. the gendarmerie towards the lovy_ of 
re-Shiraz road, I have the honpur to f i 
copy of elogram on the subject fom His Majesty Geegeee ER 
pay be of assistance in understanding the suggestion mado by Colonel Hjalmarsen and 
I should like to make it quite clear that, in taking i i 
ry . 7 taki i 
sxuggeatios forthe improvement of tho coon of tho Doshi Shins ul hori 
o Salention of advocating the official recognition of the illicit levy of tolls Known a 
Thave, &c. 
WALT 





OR TOWNLEY. 


Enclosure in No. 226, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P, Cox to Sir W. Townley. 


Sepia P . Bushire, April 25, 1918, 
PET ERENCE your comment and O'Connor's on my telegram Kova 


Commandant in the first instance i i 
( . put forward his suggest 
ofially ecyaied by he Govern General of Fa fd ‘ouroglren I sopied 
ui roposal in that way, on lines which constituto offici ion, of 
sald bythe Pergan Goveranent aid onmeven it eons to mo ier ie susan 
F other hand, wo are risking our mono g 
Bora of your examination of the swaton on iis apo you tall ae eee 
i dle the question on combative lines without 
disaster, but you think that by the adopti i fearon ral reel 
J pption of this expedient you will in all iit 
succeed inthe end, then my view of tho practical postion is dat na long, ue tray ee 
; , ther w of the practical position is that. as 1 
get their goods up with safety and reularity Hinoeee ets 
1 ; scularity our traders wi : 
Sontnunie fora tim ofa roducol meararoofialda undercut. and is aps 
Government night tharforo bo icine fos the tine beng to lose thir yes your 
y w headmen on the clear private understanding wit 
you will labour to reduce rahdari gradually and ‘inal it. OBdally ye ghontt 
; u 0 stop it. Offictall 
fake no cogasanc o and esr our right to cr enh at any mot it eas 
thrust, co, or when wo thought you had employed the expedient long 
From the point of view of principle and Porsi igations it i 
F , A es i 
indents, ti wold eam bates to pt up. wih par Aerinrinters arty 
fore tho gedarmeyo ont. cour which i foredonmed oft, ie 
8 ter of fact, I cannot help thinking that the command: 
gisedy committal hinselt mao or les fo the huatinon whom ho mt, or Ido not ase 
‘he could bo co confident oftheir good-will as to risk sending the arms caravan 
Dene ee ree ene nner aA 
: fang ad leasant, idea, though from 
Cost, however, ie dilfcully which neste cireumveaton sete) eueineldence of 




















(20415) No. 227, 
Ne 224.) Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
hic.) Re “ 
YOUR tatagram No. 166 of Sst April: Fare advancge 2” Mev 8 1013, 


& ; 
opti RY estimate of southern customs surplas as 100,000 or less is far too 
(1829) 





2U 
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Your telegram No, 80 of 22nd February shows that only 4,800) a-month would 
be available if whole receipts were appropriated by His Majesty's Government 
Tatereat on Fars advance will now reduce it to 4,200l. a-month, or approximately to 


50,0001. axyear only. e 
‘roasury urge, therefore, that security of revenues additional to southern customs 


be obtained for repayments of capital, beginning in 1915. 











(20662) No. 228, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Lowther.* 


(No. 138.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 8, 1913: 
WITH reference to previous correspondence, I transmit to your Excellency 
horewith three copies of a draft declaration respecting the Tureo-Persian frontier in 
the rogion of Mohammerah and Hawizeh. : 
‘tints declaration was initialled on the Oth May by Hakki Pasha and Sir A. Hirtzel 
‘ad referendum. 
Your Iexcollenoy should 
information, two copies of th 
undor separate cover, 





nunicate to the Russian Ambassador, for his confidential 
declaration, with the map transmitted to your Excellency 





Tam, &e, 
E, GREY. 





—_— 







Enclosure in No. 228, 


Draft Declaration. 





LE G 
qui sdqare lea torstoires ottoman ot persan depuis a région do 
Wate qu la ligne frontideo doit étzefixée comme suit 


6 Oumm-Chir, ott le Khor-el-Douvel 80 





uvernenent Tmpévial ottoman, ayant, examiné Is question, de In frontitve 
faouizg jusqu’d Ia mer, 








La ligno frontidre part de Vendroit non . 
spare dit Khorsl-Avem, Ourom-Chir est situé Vest _de In jonetion du Khor-el- 
Mahaisin aveo lo Khor-el-Azem 2.9 milles au nord-ouest de Bisaitin, endroit qui se trouve 








‘A partir d'Oumm-Chir la ligne se dirige vers le sud-ouest eb 
a Toxtrémité meridionale d'un petit Ine, conn aussi par, 6 nom 
GAzem et situs dans le Kh fe Chounib, 
Do eo point ln ligne continue vers le sud le long div marécage jusqu's Ia latitude 1 
Gullo huit directement vers Vest jusqu’d un point aw nord-est, de Kouchk-i-Basra, de 
thgon laisor cetto Ineaits on terrtairo ottoman, “De co point ts ligne va nu, ‘sud 
jjuiquiau Chatt-el-Arab, qu’elle rejoint & son confluent, aveo Te cana 
hoint qui ae trouve entre lo Nahr-Diaidji et Je Nabe Abou-l-Arabid. De co point 
Fntidve suit le cours du Chatt-el-Arab jusqu’a la mer en. Iaissant sous In souveraineté 
aitomnune le flouve ot toutes les les qui sty trouvent aux conditions et avec les excep- 
tions suivantes 
(a), Appartiennent A Ia Perso (1) Tle de Mouballa et les deux Mes qui so tronvent 
entre celloke ot la rive gaucho du Chatt-cl-Arab (rive persane d’Abadan); (2) les 
sinatro tles ontre Chetalt ot Manouiyé et lea deux iles devant Mankoubi qui sont toutes 
Ae ddpendances deo d'Abndan ; (3) tout Hot actuellement existant ou inexistant qui 
veurragt se former ob qui serait relié par les eaux basses & Tile d'Abadan ou & la terro 
iso poraane cn aval du Nabe-Nozailé 
(i) Ls port moderne ot Tanerage de Moubammera, en amont et en aval de la 
jonetion du Heuve Karoun avec le Chatt-<l-Arb, continueront 2 se trouver sous 1a 
Jividiction porsane en conformité du traité «IErzeroum, sans que cela puisse infirmer, le 
‘Toit d'usage ottoman de cette partie du fleave et sans que la juridietion persane puisse 
sétondee aux parties du flouve restant en dohors de lancrage, : 2 
((.) Auoune atteinte, ne sora portée aux droits, us et contumes existants en ce qui 
Ja péche aur Te rivage persan du Chatt-el-Arab, le mot ‘‘rivage” comprenant 
torres rGunies & la edte par les eaux basses. 





ln latitude 
‘atteint In longitude 45 






































cone 
aussi 


* Also to Sir G. Buchanan, mutatis mutundis (No. 186) 
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(2) La juridiction ottomane ne : i 

2 ‘ne pourra pas s'étendre sur les 

eae pocrront cep Sesporasreuite aces d'eau par la, noes eee 

cidentelles. La juridiction persane de son obté ne pourra pas 8’ di 
caves acident i r pas stexercor sur des 
ron n temporaitement ot aesidentllement déconvertes en exeédant le nivenn 
(.) Le cheikh de Mouhammera continuera a joui i i 
seo desta do propriséexistan en terstore ofimans non Wn obamacee 


aan : ‘ Maen 
anit, {igne frontitre tablio dans eatto déclaration est indiquée en rouge sur Ia carte 
Le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté britannique invit 
re < stengage ) inviter 1 
Impérial persan a agréer, comme tracé défi do ncn ontibvon mécid 
wvermeneot Tnpéralotoman a ign nique cea nt to nox 
E vernement de jesté britannique se charge également d'invite 
Gouvernement Impérial persan 3 fo mettre dacooed avec eee een 
ottoman pour nowimer danse plos bref dai des commigmires qui auront& appliquer 
‘ m ies par estte déclaration. Si au cours do la, délimitatic 
il est constaté par le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté bri Given 
nem ajent6 britannique et par le Gouverneme 
Tapes torn quo les tarts ur lp cael do, Katyn eclausinfighta saint 
uffbtivement oocupés et administés par lon autorités obtomanon Tn date dW janvi 
ulé (nouveau style), le tracé pourra dtre rectifié, evi 


















Fait & Londres, en double original, le , 1918, 
Parafée ad referendum 
Te 6 mai, 1913, 
Li 
AH 
(21415) No, 229, 





Anjlo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Office. (Received May 9.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, 


Sir, 
" TBEG to acknowledge receipt of your letter of th sratanbe dee 
letter he 5th instant, ittin, 
of @ memorandum left at your Ofice by tho ‘Turkish Ambassador, relative 40, tho 


alleged pollution of the w Shatt- 
alleged pollution ofthe waters of the Shatt-l-Arab caused by our eompany’s Works on 
We are referring the matter to our agents at Moh 
sou sg aryl at gents at Mohammerah, and shall be obliged it 
ou wil defer replying to tho memorandum until wo have recived their observations 
the m jowever, we are of opinion that t i isi 
of hind inate the mosoranim i ie Teo re em eee 
hat any pollution of the Shatt-el-Afab caused by our refinery must be infinitesiznal i 
view of the enormous flow and volume of eenetaien nia cotaer ous ay 
igw of tho norm c water in the river, aud in any case any 
rola this causo would be much less than that resulting from ordinary 
anon Natl be much obliged if you would inform us whethor sho Turkish Govorae 
a mattor of this kind, in view of the fac 
refinery is eituated on tho Persian shoro of the Shatt-ol-Arab, and also planers 
i it the ‘Turkish Government. should bear the ‘cost of tho proposed 


commission. 
Thave, &o, 
©. GREENWAY, Managing Director, 
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(21360) No. 230. 
Mr. Greemay to Foreign Office. —(Received May 9.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, May 7, 1913. 

I BEG to acknowledge with thanks receipt of your letter of the 2nd instant 
relative to tho Kerman mining concession. ee, 

T am pleased to hear that Sir E. Grey has intimated by telegram to His Majesty's 

ster at Tehran that, while he does not think that the Persian Government can be 
said to have acted in bad faith in connection with this matter, he considers that, in 
Viow of the many objections to the Persian Government's proposals, negotiations should 
po carried on on the basis of Mr, Preeco’s draft, modified as indicated in my letter of 
the 22nd ultimo, c ca ; 

T note further that the papers giving in detail our objection to the Persian 
Goyornment’s proposals have been forwarded to Sir Walter ‘Townley, and that he has 
Joon instructed to endeavour to overcome their opposition to our own draft. 

‘T bog to thank Sir E. Grey for the support he has been good enough to give to our 
syndicato, and I hope that with this assistance we may be able shortly to bring tho 
matter to a satisfactory conclusion, dane 

m, kc. 
‘©. GREENWAY. 





(21434) No, 231. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 9.) 


(No. 193.) 
(eloggraphic.) Tehran, May 9, 1913. 

MY tologram No. 184 of 1st May. ‘ 

Ttis asserted by, the Persian Government that Salar lias now put himself openly at 
tho had of the Turkoman movement, and that Sori has been ccouped by his-troops. 
Ho hay also sent bombastic telegrams to'Tebran, boasting of what he will do. Govern. 
ment forees are holding a strong position aboot 20 miles from Sari, and a Bakhtiari 
foreo is being prepared to be despatched to their as ister of the Interior 
says that Salar ean be easily disposed of if he is not given Russian assistance. Small 
foreo of Persian Cossacks at Astrabad have joined Salar, thus confirming the suspicions 
of their loyalty which have always been entertained, 

Thaye advised that preparations should be made, but no force despatched from 
hore until the result of negotiations still proceeding at St. Petersburgh is known. 
Persian Government of course wish to avoid the expense of sending expedition if 


in immediate neighbourhood of Sari, at one of his country places. 
‘Thero 1s no reason to suppose that he will join Salar, but ono never knows what that 
irresponsible old buffoon may do. 
{Sent to St, Petorsburgl.) 





(21462) No. 232. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 9.) 


(No. 185.) 

‘Telographic,) BR. St, Petersburgh, May 9, 1913. 
YOUR telegram No, 386 of 2nd May; Advance to Persian Government, 
Aide-mémoire from Minister for Foreign Affairs states that Minister of Finance 

hhay cent instructions to Russian Bank to pay in Russian share of joint advance, 

namely, 200,000, and to fix Ist July, 1914, as date for payment of first 
instalment of liquidation in accordance with desire expressed by Persian Government. 





(21100) No. 283. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 
ot, rey to Sir G. Buchan 
'elegraphic.) Foreign Ofice, May 9, 1918. 

YOUR telegram No. 182 of 7th May: Russi ilar interference in’ Para 

sr a gr fay: Russian consular interference in’ Pers 
am very glad Minister for Foreign Affairs takes this view, ‘Townley’s tele 

No. 198 of 7th May, ropoated to you, gives usion eansuls vorion ot Ineo ae 
Whenever Persian Government or its agents have been provocative to Russian 

Government, I have either abstained from doprecating any aation taken by Russian 

officials or, as in the case of Shuster, Ihave given active sn sec 

compliance with Russian demands, Se eee a ees 
Present Persian Government is, I believe, genuinely anxious to avoid givi 

offence to Russia, andl uncer it there seeans gome prospect that gendaructie ou otters 

roads will decrease disorder, from which British trade has sufferod so much, 

__ But this prospect will be destroyed 

sorions difficulty in the north; 

Persian Government is well-d 

ment by Russi 

ed-Dowleh, Mini 

‘Chaos and 





(21119) No, 234, 


ea Sir Bdiward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, Me 
: ee ; ‘arcign Offic, May 9, 1913, 
SIRG, BUCHANAN'S telogram No, 189 of Zh May Balared-Dowlah 
T should be glad to receive your observations on Russian memorindun ; 
solution proposed by Russian Government seems 4 possible way’ out vot tua WiGule 
ince renounced his claim to a Ru esr hi vs in your 
telglts See Fence rencuncel is clan t.4 Rosin escort and ns nwa in your 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 401.) 





(21632) 


Treasury to Foreign Offce.—(Reeeived May 10.) 
Sir, 

: Pome Treaniry, May 9, 19 
sg. HAVE sid. before, the Lords Commissioners of Hie “Meaty Treasiny 
Sir L, Malle’ loter of tho 27th March last, forwarding a draft of a proposed agreomont 
between, the Persian Government and the financial groups interestol in the ‘Trans- 
Fersian Railway scheme, with a view to the reorganisation of the-inances of Persia by 
the institution of a committee of control in Paris and of @ council of administration 

In reply Lam directed to state as follows : 


As far as my Lords ean judset here can be litte doubt that tho 
form of independent financial control is desirable in the interests 

creditors. The precise form which that control should take and the means of 
establishing it appear to depend largely on political considerations, of which the 
Secretary of State is the judge, and for this reason their Lordships feel some hesitation 


feerreery oh Sisto leider: : nips teal 
in offering aiy observations in the matter; but the following criticisms occur to 


1, The scheme as they understand it proposes to sot up in Persi il whi 
vill apparently be dominated by the nominees of the financial gioups oe mentees 
concerned, and will besubject to little official control, except such as may be exercised 


[1629] Ne 
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overnments of Russia and 

ensive powers, including, 

tracting of fresh loans, 


by the veto on the appointmer 

Great Britain and further to 

the right of objecting to any. 
is tive of whether th 


to their Lordships to be of far too 
‘t can or should be made to impose 
e Russian aide-mémoire 


igatio , wit ni the 
Seg naar ga, ayn wile fre 


rant of anew loan, powor anight be reserve! to institute euch 1 system in te ore of 
a Borsian Govertiment failing hereafter toatisfy itsereditons. ‘This suggnatign wont 
table a comprehensive scheme to be established hereafter, 


default. 


‘here is, lowers ‘The difficulties which Persia is experiencing in 


hable that any group which was willing 
eae eedent vo any fresh Ioan that the 
be handed over to a council 

surplus not required 

This would 


the securi 
this conne 
ustoms southern Fev p 
Alter meeting the interest on the adv 
Of that reventie may notsullice to meet the 
At present suspended, commences in 1015, and th 
the letter of th a ha farther security for thse Js 
Mt conclusion, their Lordships suggest that it is desirabl zn 
incon he stp ge een oo on 
aioe aaneans of controlling, any council which may be set up, and particul iyseit 
are uit ts to undertake the collection of revenues already pledged in, security for 
tne any toans, and tho services of thoso loans, or if the object is to abtain a comp 
ensive control over Persian finance. ie 


, Ke. 
ROBERT CHALMERS. 





No. 236. 
(21643) No. 
India Ofice to Foreign Office.—(Reeeived May 10.) 
THE, Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 


i f en 
Secretary of Si Feroiugn Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of 
Secretary of State or iy ofa telegram from the Vieeroy, relative tothe reorgnnis- 


tion of Persian finances, 
India Ofice, May 10, 1913. 


—————— 


7 
Enclosure in No, 236, 


Goternment of India to the Marquess of Crewe. 
(Telegraphic) _P. May 9, 1913. 

REORGANISATION of finances of Persi 

Your telegram of 4th ultimo. As we have no clear knowledge of the character or 
the purposes of the three groups of which the Société d'Etudes is composed, we are in 
some dificulty in criticising the proposals made, , We assume that confidence may be 
placed in them that they will not be tempted to uée their position to exploit Persia for 
other purposes, but will administer the coded revenues efficiently and equally in 
Persia's and the bondholders’ interests, On this assumption the proposals on the 
whole seem satisfactory. ‘They are far-reaching, it is true, but in Persia’s present 
material and moral condition we presume that financiers willl approve of no scheme 
which fails to provide a control of finances sufliciently effective for sorvice of 
her debts. 

If the proposals are rejected on this ground, result must be that the loan which 
Persia 50 badly needs will. be postponed indefinitely, unless the British and Russian 
Governments are ready either to provide for loan themselves or to guaranteo it 
jointly. That Persia should negotiate loan in other quarters is clearly not permissible, 

While we recognise that the Persian Government is not likely to consider the 
terms, a8 now framed, acceptable, we think it should be pressed to accopt them 
moditied in Persia's favour as fur as it may be practicable to get the financial groups 


, tagree. The following four modifications might be feasible: 


(a) Abolition of the Committee of Control in Paris. This seems to be an 
ry addition to cost of administering the debt. 
(b.) Reduction of number of assigned revenues, 
{c.) Provision of a place in the Council of Debt for tho Persian ‘Treasurer 
General. 
(7) Omission of the condition whereby the committee is given a control of the 
manner of spending the instalments of the loan, 


We consider that this condition restricts tho Persian Government's discretion in a 
manner less appropriate to a syndicate of financiers than to the Governments which 
are concerned with Persia. 





(21648) No, 237. 


Government of India to the Marquess of Crewe.—(Communicated to 
Foreign Off 
(elegraphic.) May 9, 1913, 
EORGANISATION of finances of Pe 

Your telegram of the 4th ultimo, 

As we have no clear knowledge of tHe character or the purposes of the three 
groups. of which the Société d'Etudes if composed, we are in somo difficulty in 
Griticising the proposals made, Wo assuuip that confidence aay bo placed in them 
that they will not be tempted to use their Position to exploit Persia for other purposes, 
but will administer the ceded revenues ffficiently and equally in Persia’s and the 
bondholders’ interests. On this assumption the proposals on the whole seom 
satisfactory. They are far teaching, it is Prue, but in Persia’s present material and 
moral condition we presume that financierspwill’ approve of no scheme which fails to 
provide a control of finances sufliciently efffptive for service of her debts. 

If the proposals are rejected on this gfound, result. must. be that, the loan which 
Persia so budly needs will be postponed ifdefinitely, unless the British and Russian 
Governments are ready eitber to provide fr loan themselves or to guarantee it jointly, 
‘That Persia should negotiate loan in other duarters is clearly not permissible. 

While we recognise that the Persian Government is. not likely to consider the 
terms, a3 now framed, acceptable, we tifink it should be pressed to accept them 
modified in Persia's favour as far as it may} be practicable to get the financial grouy 
to agree. The following four modificatigns might be feasible: (a) Abolition of the 
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Committee of Control in Paris—this seems Jo be an unnecessary addition to cost. of 
adinznistering tie debt ; (b) reduction of muhber of assigned revenues (c) provision 
of a place in the Council of Debt for the Pfrsian Treasurer-General; (d) omission of 
the condition wherchy the committee is give] a control of the manner of spending the 
fnstalments of the loan, We consider that tlfis condition restricts the Persian Govern- 
ment’s diseretion ina manner less appropriayp to a syndicate of financiers than to the 
Goveruments which are concerned with Persif. 





(21653) 
Sir W. Lownley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 10.) 
(No. 194.) 
Polographio. Tehran, May 10, 1913. 

YOUR telegram No, 227 of 9th May: Salar-ed-Dowleh. 

‘The history of the Sal d-Dowl fair, as stated in the Russian memorandum 
‘communicated in St. Petersburgh telegram No. 183 of 7th May, it orrect, but 
thoro are attonuating eiroumstances behind the scenes which I think fully justified the 
Porsian Government in endeavouring to evade the carrying out an agreement ‘which 

from thom by M. Poklewsky. It is true that Salar nominally disbanded 

ng, Duit-at that moment he demanded the presence, of a Russian guard 
during his residence at Resht, aud acted in a most, insolent. and insubordinate manner 
towards the Persian Government, warning thom, among other things, as T understand, 
that his disbanded followers would join him at Resht, travelling by the land route. 

the auggontion that Setar should go on leave aftor appointing an acting, governor 
‘yas. made to the Persian Government some time ago by the Persian Minister at 
Bt Petersburgh as a personal idea, and was at once dismissed as out of the question. 

‘The Russian Chargé d’Afinires has suggested, as an idea of his own, that a 
detachment of Persian Cossacks under a Russian instructor should be established at 
Resht, and that, in return for this concession, Salar should be prevailed on by Russia 
to loave Persia, Russian troops bo withdrawn from 'Calish, and eventually from Resht, 
‘ho Persian Government havo roplied that they are prepared to send at once 
00 Cossacks from hero to Resht, and that they are ready. to agree most reluctantly to 
the creation of a Cossack detachinent there, with a Russian instructor, provided that 
Salar leaves Persia, and Russia undertakes that he shall not return by the way of 
Russian territory, and that Russian troops are withdrawn from Kazyin as well as from 
Resht and Talish. 

‘As there is no longer any need for a Russian force at Kazvin, and as we have set 
oxample at Shiraz, this request of the Persian Government seems reasonable, 

‘ilar bas only small force of :#] 1,200 men with him, and he could easily be 
suppressed if the Russian agents at Astrabad did not put obstacles inthe way of the 
Operations of the Government forces. Danger to Russian property would seem to bo 
cunewhat exaggerated, more especially as most of the people claiming Russian 
protection have but small real claim to it, being in reality Persian subjects. 

Salar's forces certainly received a check before reaching Sari, but the Government 
troops hiave now withdrawn to a stronger position, as reported in my telegram No, 103 
of tith May. 

(Sent to St. Petorsburgh.) 





(21452) No, 239. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


graphic.) Foreign Ofice, May 10, 1913. 
‘SIR'G, BUCHANAN'S telegram No. 189 of 9th May: Joint advance, 

You should point out to your Russian colleague that presumably “1911” is a 
clorical error, as Ist July, 1915, is the date agreed upon. 
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(21668) No. 240. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey —(Reeei 
oi -ay.—(Reeeived May 11.) 
‘elegraphic.) “chran, May 
i ra % io wae: Sica Tehran, May 11, 1913. 
sian Chargé d'Affares has telegraph St; Potersburgh that in his opi 
suggestion that an acting Gove i ala gous 
cic oes au Governor of Ghilan should be appointed whilst Salar goes 
fe tells me that he has spoken very frankly to his Government, and ; 
that Solaris an impossible pereon, that in all probability Hauer Dleaiad eek 
Resht that at any rate at present he. has much higher aims, and that. he never really 
disbanded hi followers nor made hhis submission to the Persian Government, which 
cas constantly treatod with great contumely and disrospect. ; 
ropouganelusion, he has suggested that some arrangement such as that already 
reported to you forthe creation of a Cossack brigndo at Resht should bo adopted, ot 
else that Sa left to fight his own battles unsupported against. the Persian 
(Repeated to St, Petersburgh.) 





[21669] No. 241, 


Sir W. Po i i 
10) ir W. Townley to Sir Baward Grey.—(Received May 11.) 
¢ ‘elegray hic.) R. 1 
Youn telegram No. 290 of 10th May: Joint advance, ee 
re is no mistake of dato in St. Petersburgh telegram No, 185 
Reference to my telegram No, 104 of 1h March ceo mu eestan ovat 
accopted « Russian counter-proposal thet commencement of ropayment of Russian 
should be made on the Ist July (o8.), 1914, and that advance should bo paid 


off in six half-years’ i * i 
os ‘years’ instalments instead of in four, starting one year later, as in 


Gent to St. Petersburgh.) 





(21700) No, 242, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 12,) 


(No. 197.) 
oe 
i. PETERSBURGH tologram No, 162 of 20th April 
Russian Chargé d’Affares and X have been considerin 
ssn Cha ering very oareh " 
to ary coronation of the Shab, and Have taken option Sr aoe sing tities 
Wo ha me to the conclusion that it would bo grout mi i 
has tase ha i Majesty wil be only 0) th adel Salvia tbc 
Javy stipulation in’ Constitution that uo nist be 18 
of age could be overcome, it is not, we think, desir sshonld geen’ the 
n , ; e that he should 
throne for another eightega months. THe has no education to ea ce sea beet 
te polit trinng, whist he would be csly influenced, aad woud ack inprobably 
arate dis , as he would be quite incapable of choosing his own 
‘This we find to be the goneral opini ible. politic 
his we find to ral opinion of all responsible politi 
Sa Tarai ear daa he ane amg tn 
Political anaes ime. ight could then: act as a sort of 
ae gists 0 he Sah who would te iited ato polite! of the 
veacEXO%sepirants to regency realise perils ofa change, and recognise tht any sue 
‘measure would endanger continuance of the. present peaceful sitaation, whilst so one 


could hese better fitted than Nasr-ul-Mulk to act as Regent. Even politicians 


2y 


Tehran, May 12, 1913, 
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‘until now bose to his Highness hold his view, and it is clear that there is at the 

‘moment universal desire for peace. ‘ yet 
Prosastiore he loft ‘Tehran Regent asked us to telegraph to him if the situation 
required st 1 am, most strongly of opinion that it =n highest sons desirable that 
his Highness should now return, and I believe that this is sincere wish of all parties, 
and that he has nothing to fear. ' I trust that you may see fit to cause message in. tl 
sense to be conveyed to Nasr-ul-Mulk, who should return here at once without visiting 
Tondon or St Petersburgh. Russian Chargé d’Affaires is telegraphing in similar 
language to Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs, 





(21701) Neees 


Sir W. Townley to Sir dvard Grey.—(Received May 12.) 
(Nae 
(elegraphic, : 
FOU telegram No, 224 of Sth May: Advance for Fars 
M. Mornard says he is very hopeful that near future m: an important 
Augmentation in southern customs receipts. ‘They have increased very appreciably 
since the date of my telegram No. 80 of 22nd February. i 

T represented that it would appear that more than pious hopes based on a possible 
1melioration of the genoral situation are required, and asked whether any other security 
isavailable, b> 

A, Mornaed replied that he gould offer opium receipts of tho south. on additional 
guuarnntec, as also excise of spirits. He estimates the opium receipts at between 
40,0001. and 60,0001. a year for Kerman, Fars, and Arabistan, but said that Lecoffre 
‘estimates the recoipts of Kerman alone at 400,000 tomans (about 75,0001.). Revenue 
derived from this source in north has much exceeded M. Mornard’s estimate, and 
produced 700,000 tomans (about 127,000) last year, 


Tehran, May 12, 1913. 





(21660) No, 244, 


Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey—(Received May 12.) 
No, 188, * 
Prlegrarhie) R. ‘St. Petersburgh, May 12, 1913. 

MY telegram No. 176 of Srd May. 

ater for Foreign Affuirs handed me aide-mémoire to-day stating that Russian 

Gove 2 to appointment of an officer of Indian army to be 
attacl ral of Bury as instructor to native troops required to, restore 
‘order in South. W. - 

Russian Government understand that duties of this officer will not extend to 
‘executive command, 





(21833) No, 245, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey—(Received May 13.) 


‘ehran, May 2, 1913. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward to you herewith copy of a letter which I have 
recvived from Major Glimstedt, who is in command of the Swedish gendarmerie here 
in the absence of Colouel Hjalmarson in the south, giving particulars of the force which 
started for Shiraz on the 23rd and 24th April. ee ‘ 

Copy of a memorandum by the military attaché to His Majesty's Legation reporting 
on the inspection held on the 21st ul also enclosed. 

Thave, &e, 
WALTER ‘TOWNLEY. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 245. 
Major Glimstedt to Sir W. Townley. 


Excellence, . Téhéran, lo 24 avril, 1913, 
JE mempresse de vous faire connaitre qu’hier et aujourd'hui est partie la 
deuxitme expédition des forces de gendarmerio destinées i Chiraz, soit :— 
14 officiers persans. 
472 gendarmes, dont— 
ied (1 compagnies), 
Cheval (14 eseadrons). 
25 hommes pour la section de mitrailleuses, 
3 ofliciers-instructours suédois,, 
1 interprote, 
10 chevaux de réserve. 
6 ordonnances & cheval 
19 fourgons attelés de 4 chevaux. 
1 charrette. 
70 mulets, dont 10 pour ta section de mitrailleuses, 
1 section de mitrailleuses avec 2 mitrailleuses Maxim. 
2 Schneider montagne 7} cen 3 40 cartouches. 
200 eartouches pour Tes canons autrichiens 8 centim. 
300 cartouches pour los canons autrichiens montagne 7 contim, 


‘Tous les gendarmes de Vexpédition, gendarmes A cheval ot gond od 
armés de carabines moddle 88, a aia 
Le nombre total des carabines emmenées par Nexpédition est do 550, 


Enfin, 'expédition emméne des cartouches au nombre di 
aa nombre de 400 par carabine, plus 


_ Veuillez, &e, 
(Waisant fonctions Chef-Instructeur de Ia 


Gendarmerie gouvernementale) 
Le Major GLIMSTEDT, 


Enclosure 2 in No. 245. 


norandum by Major Fordham reapctng Inspection of Government Gondarmarie 
for Kars, 


_ THE party of Government gendarmerie, strength about 170 cavalry and 280 
infantry, with a machine-gun section, which left Tehran for Shiraz on the 23¢d and 
24th April, paraded for the inspection of the Shah on the 2st April, 

___. The exercises consisted of battalion drill and movements in extonded onder by the 
infantry, regimental drill and mounted and dismounted action by tho eavaleyy and 
Sally 8 mateh past e ‘i 


he steadiness of the men on parade, their workmanlike appearance, and the 
manner in which the various exorcises were performed, showed that as high a standard 
of afficiency had been attained as could reasonably have been expected in the timo the 
Sweslish officers have had to instruct the men, ‘The training and discipline of the 


Persian ranks ston anable them adapt thextaalven readily to local conditions in 
‘ars, and, provided they possess the proper military spiri w 
Faeene eae ee Pp Proper military spirit, to render @ good account of 


After the parade a visit was paid to the officers’ school, where everything. pot 

e office , v inted 
to the progress made by tho Swedish instructors in their endeavours to fora an erent 
corps of officers for the gendarmerie. 


W. M. FORDHAM, 
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(19808) Ne 226 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
‘Mlographie) R. ranch, Foreign Office, May 13, 1913. 
YOUR despatch No. 48 of 4th Mop: Ilicit arms trading. 
If persons tmplicated are British subjects action might suitably be taken under 

article 281 of Persia Order in Council, 1889.” : aes 

It thoy age subjects of Ameer, or any princes or State in India in alliance with His 
Britannic Majesty, action proposed by you is approved 

aim should be struck out of list at legation 





(20081) No, 247. 
Roreign Offs to India Ofice. 


Sir, Foreign Ofice, May 13, 1913, 
TAM diroeted by Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the B0th ultimo, respecting the Trans-Russian Railway scheme, railway projects in 
enoral in Persin, the rumoured deflection of tho Bagdad Railway vid Mosul and 
Rhanikin, and the arrangements for future navigation on the Tigris and Euphrates 
Tam to state that belore taking any. action about an extension of the Mohammerah- 
Khorotmmabad line to Hamadan, Sir E, Grey proposes to avsait developments in the 
Bagdad Railway and navigation question 
Tam, &e. 
‘W. LANGLEY. 





(22078) No. 248, 
Minute by Mr. Parker. 


AN intorviow took place to-day between Hakki Pasha, Sir H. LL Si 

Sir A. Hirtzcl nnd myself regarding the Mesopotamian navigation question: the 
Uijeusion on this subject was only tentative, and T need make no record of it 8 it was 
‘arranged that a further interview should take place on Friday afternoon. 

Tmay, however, mention, parenthetically that we subsequently ascertained from 
Lord Incheapo that he is prepared to put up 100,000L to buy Lynch ont from the 

tion, or to co-operate with Lynch if he cannot be bought out.) 

Tho question of the Turkish veto on Egyptian borrowing powers then came up for 
‘lisoussion ; and Sir H. LL, Smith and Sir A. Hirtzel then loft. 

Tshowed Hakki Pasha the draft declaration providing for the renunciation of the 
voto by Turkey, the draft being based on a telegram just received from Lord Kitchener. 
Hakki Pasha said that this was the most difficult question of all, as Turkey could not 

‘anion her right of veto without parliamentary consent, and that Tewfik Pasha would 
Speak to Sir A. Nicolson on the subject. Lasked him if he could suggest any change 
GF wording, as he seemed. specially to object to the proposed form of declaration 
(annoxed)..” He said he would think it over; but he repeated that it was a very difficult 

ttosettle, [ replied that this was very unfortunate, as His Majesty's Govern- 
lad from the fist made the removal of the veto a priueipal condition of their 
ut to the eustows increase. He then suggested that a possible way of mooting the 
‘ease would be for ‘Turkey to agree now to one very large loan to be raised in 
instalmeuts over a number of years, [said that I was convinced that nothing short of 
{in absolute renunciation of the right of veto would be satisfactory. 

Hakki Pasha then said that the Porte had beon much disturbed by the joint note 
sent in by the British ond Russian Governments on the 3rd May about the Turco- 
Persian frontier, as Turkey had expected far more compensation in Zobab for her 

tory attitude elsewhere. T replied that I had seen the note (of which he had a 
king on the question historically, I was much struck by the advantageous 
‘concessions made to Turkey. He said that, as his name was mentioned in the joint 
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note, the note had been referred to him, and could I help him, by going over the 
proposed line on the map, to advise the Turkish Government a5 to ES reasons for 
Sceopting tho joint nae. sid that Iwas not authorise to discus thie question, and 
that I must first ask for permission to do so. He said that as his only object was to 
reach a settlement, surely there could be no objection to unofficial conversation. I 
said I would lot him know after speaking to Sit Arthur Nicolson. 

He then said the Russian attitude was most unreasonable: they even claimed 
that Vazné was Persian,—a place which had been incontestably Turkish for centur 
Tsaid that as it was in the “disputed zone” the ownership was clearly contested ; 
butas a matter of fact Sir Henry Rawlinson, an impartial witness, described it in 
1844 as Porsian. 

s AGP, 

Foreign Ofice, May 13, 1913. 


Déclaration. 

__ LE Gouvernement Impérial ottoman déclare que le Gouvernement Khédivial a In 
Aisposition complite et entidre des affaires finnncidres de I'Baypte, ainsi que pleine 
faculté de contracter, & tout moment et sans Vautorisation du Gouvernement Impérial 
ottoman, tels omprants, soit intériours, soit 4 Vétranger, qu'il jugera nécessaires, 

Parafée ad referendum. 


(22113) No. 249. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office. (Received May 14.) 


Sir, Admiralty, May 13, 1918, 
LAM commanded by my Lords Commimioners of the. Admialty. to, tranantt 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, « copy of 
setter addresed to the Indin Offee on the enbject of the use of ol-uel on Lodion 
railways. 
Tam, &e, 
0. MURRAY, 


Enclosure in No, 249, 
Admiralty to India Ofice. 


Sir, Admiralty, May) |, 1818, 


I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 16th April, forwarding a despatch from the Governor- 
General of India in Council, dated the 14th March, 1913, with reference to the proposal of 


that it will not be 
ion in regard to the 


could be fi 
Persia 


[1629] 22 
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quantities that might be taken by the Admiralty, the possible requirements for railway 


een onal erence 1a be brought confidentially to the 
‘ fs tould be glad if there views could be brought confidentially tothe 
Sc Gane ‘Governaent and their opinion obtained—by cable, if possible, 


‘question is urgent, iene 





(22111) No. 250. 


Inilia Office to Foreign Oyfice.—(Received May 14) 


i India Ofice, May 13, 1913, ; 
SF TAM circotd by the Secretary of State for India to acks edge the ue 
your letter of the 7th Tatami the aprointment ofa Doth ee 2 ena 
4 force Governor-General of Fars, and, in reply, x 
oer a ine ol State for Foreign AMfuirs that the proposal should not be pressed at 
PresWith reference to the last paragraph of my letter of Panera Kaisa 
wention to Sir W, Townley's telogram No, 257 of the Sed instant, iting tin the 
Swed not likely to be extended t ; nA 4 
‘epson tne to enquire shot Sir E, Gry candor that he appoitnent of 

rth ofcer or British ofinrs might now bo pressed for, 


LIONEL ABRAHAMS. 





No. 251. 
(22193) No. 25 . 
Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey—(Received May 14.) 


ilogenh Tehran, May 14, 1913. 


Polegraphic,) , Rec ete 
rams No. 195 of 1th May : Salared-Dowlel 
HY tesa NOt Stte for Forengn Affaire bas. ust cae o tell me that Salar 
hug practically made his submission, and, has asked leave to come to Kered}, near 
Tolan, whoro he will have intorviow with Minstor of tho Interior and settle upan cue 
‘of his catatos until such timo as the Persian Government may o 
‘val epponr ler fron tlegram résived by Russian Charge 4'AMares thatthe 
change of attitude. is duc to measage from St Petersburgh to tho eflct shat am the 
Princo had taken the fiel| without waiting for conclusion of the negot , 
not look for any further assistance from Russia. 
(Sent to Si. Petersburgh.) 





(22222) No. . 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived May 14.) 


St. Peteraburgh, May 14, 1913. 


R. Petersburgh, 
No. (4 of 5th February ian Railway. 
DR beset No. tt of Sth Fobruary: Trane-Persian Railay, 


(No. uN) 
eS hic, 
ved de-mémoire from 
irod an aidemémoire from the. Rus 
cane pe tsloeanglRellowing are its chief pola 


it a for the present the 
Russian group Société d'ibtudes agrees to leave open 
linking Trane Porwian Railway with Indian railway system: 


question of 


i hi 
Binder Abbas is unsuitable os a terminal port, and cannot be accepted by the 


i \ Jhahbar. oat 
Ra Deere erty of lopli, wll ig in neutral zon, iti right and 
necosary that all tree groups should have equal rights of control overt 

‘he lussian Government protest against apparent-endeavour of Persian Railway 
Syndicate to secure a monopoly of railway construction in neutral zone, 


ise Ti various lines in that zone. 
reserve to Russian enterprise right to, construct various lines in that zo 
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Russian group has intimated that, if British proposals are insisted on, the whole 
project of the ‘Trans-Persian Railway threatens to fall through, or to take form of the 
construction of Russian railways of penetration into Russian and neutral zones. 

In the event of realisation of the Trans-Persian Railway scheme in accordance with 
the wishes of the Société d’Etudes, the Russian Government would be ready to refuse 
its consent to railway construction close to the Afghan frontier in Russian or neutral 
zones. 





(22228) No. 253. 


Sir @. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received May 14.) 

191.) 

(Pelegraphic,) R. St, Peteraburgh, May 14, 1913, 
YOUR despatch No, 63 of 4th February: Lighting and buoyage of Persian Gulf. 

le-mémoire from the Russian Goverment states that the Russian consul- 

general at Bushire has been instructed not to, display lights of the nature of marine 

ights on the consulate-general, but only such lamps as are necessary to light the 

space round the building, 


se ee ee 
(23129) No 254, 


Minute of Sir G. Buchanan's Conversation with M. Sazonof on May 14, 1913, 


TN a conversation which Ihad with M. Sazonof on the eve of my departure on 
leave, his Excelloncy said that there were certain considerations which he would like 
ine to lay bofore Bir E. Grey when I got to London. 

In the first place, Russia desired more clbow-room and freedom of action in 
Northern Persia. “She had thousands of subjects or protected subjects, the trade was 
entirely in hor hands, and by its geographical position Northorn Persia naturally 
gravitated towards Russia. On the other hand, he was quite ready to allow, His 
Majesty's Government to do whatever thoy liked in the British sphere. Russia had not 
the least desire to annex any part of Persia, nor did. she wish to create diffcultios for 
the present Persian Government. On my enquiring what tho Russian Government 
proposed to do if they wore given a porfectly treo hand, M. Sazonot replied. thot all 
that they asked was that His Majesty's Government should not attempt to exercise a 
Sort of inquisitorial control over their actions. On my repeating to him the views 
expressed in Sir E. Grey's telogram No, 402 of the Oth May ‘with rogard to the 
disastrous consequences which would result were the recent action of Russian consuls 
to lead to the resignation of the present Persian Government, his Excellency said that 
he had reprimanded Prince Dabija for the action which he liad taken, in spite of the 
fact that the Persian Government were not entirely froe from blame. ‘They’ had lately 
shown a tendency to remove Governors who were persona grata to Russia, and to 
replace them by men of whom she disapproved. ‘This proceeding he attributed to 
Ain-ed-Dowleh, who, his Excellency declared, was the one member of the Government 
who had shown an unfriendly disposition towards Russia, M. Sazonof, however, 
repeated the assurance which he has more than once given mie, that the Russian 
Government wish to rotain the present Government in office and will continue to give 
it their support. 

In the second place, he thought that the time had come for us to modify the 
‘arrangement arrived at in 1907 with rogard to the neutral zone, It had been aimistake 
on the part of the two Governments to have created a neutral zone of such large 
dimensions, and the mistake was duo to the mutual suspicions with which they regarded 
each other at the time. Now that theso suspicions no longor existed, this mistake 
ought to bereetifed. He was uot proposing a formal revision of the agreement of 
1907, but merely suggesting that the clause relating to the neutral sone healt te 
tiodified by means of an exchange of notes. In reply to a question of mine, M. Sazonof 
said that he would have no objection to our extending our sphere of influence, which 
he admitted was very small as compared with the Russian, while Russia would like to 
obtain certain rights in other parts of the neutral zone," What he did not want was 
that Great Britain should establish a monopoly for railways in that zone. 

Touching on international politics, M. Sazonof said that everybody, from the 
Emperor down to the humblest official in the Imperial Government, deeply appreciated 
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the loyal eupport which His Majesty's Government had given Russia during the recent 
eisiey They. were most grateful for it, and it had made an excellent iunpressin® 
throughout Itussia. He trusted. that the two Governments would always 60 loyally 
togettar on all questions of international poliey. There was only one thing, which 
Loge on ivcua namely, the evident desire of the extreme wing of the Liberal 
party. to bring about a rapprochement with Germany. He quite “understood that 
Great Brit ‘¢ Russia, should desire to cultivate good relations with Germany, but 
Peeat etraated that this would not be carried too far. By her attitude during the past 
he only us et ae had proved how pacific was hor policy. She had no intention of 
provoking a var with Germany, but if such a war was forced on ier she trusted that 
provoking ®ve England on her side. He knew quite well that His. Majesty's 
Bae eat amald not-give such a pledge beforchand, nor did he expect it of them. 
(over e scrvel, however, that if Germany was given to understand that. in, the 
ee wee for provoking a war with France and Russia, she would have to face England 


‘as well, Buropean peace would not be broken. Qw.B 





(22247) Nee 


Sir W, Townley to Sir Baicard Grey.—(Received May 15:) 
No. 98.) 


Sir, 


: Tehran, May 21913. 
I HAVE the honour to report. that, 0 1 of your despatch No, 56 of the 
uh ultimo, Ltelographed to Hs Majesty’s consul-goneral at Bushire instructing hin 
Lo vask Colonel. Eijalmarson what his final decision was regarding the method of 
Auvertising tenders for purchases for the Swedish gendarmerie. oe. 

Culouel Tijalmarson had already left Bushire for Northern. Persia, but Sir P. Cox 
had discussed the question with him before my instructions arrived. : 

‘Mhocolonol ward that us soon as he had strengthened his Swedish staff at Shiray 
ho proposed to appoint one of tem a& supply officer for the south, and matters would 
Tyo in the latter's hands i 

1 Cox observes that tho matter is still not on an assured footing, and that 
somothiog moro is required than a mero stipulation that orders will be put to. tender, 
T‘hnwe gathered from conversations with the colonel here, that he fully realised the 
Jdvantage to be gained by the gendarmerie from purchasing in the nearest market, 
ind L shall reopen the question with him on his return to_‘Tebra 

Th the meantime, Sir P. Cox states that he has received a letter from. the Board 

of ado to tho effect that they do not think it desirable to become the medium for the 
‘Haetaye of ordors, Sir Perey thinks that, for the present, the best plan would, be for 
faci irms to. address their communications to the “Supply Officer, Swedish 
seriemorie,” enclosed in an outer cover to the consul-general at Bushire, who wil 
seo that they: were passed on. . 

Although the Board of ‘Trade have expressed the abore-quoted view, I have the 
hhonoue to suggest that it might eventually be found possible for the Board, on receipt 
Pee notifeation from Bushire that tendors are invited, to insert the fact in their 
weekly journal 

Thave, &. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 





{22311} 
India Ogice to Foreign Office. —(Reecived May 15.) 


India Office, May 13, 1913. 

IN continuation of Sir ‘T. Holderness letter of the Ist May, 1913, T am directed 
by the Secretary of State for India to revert to_the subject of the site to be selected for 
the second lighthouse under provision for the Persian Gulf. 

‘The preference, on strategic grounds, for the Musandim over the Little Quoin 
Island site to which expression was given in my lotter of the 17th March, 1913, was 
Hanh on the view then understood to be held by the Lords Commissioners of the 
Aduniralty (see their note communicated to the Committee of Imperial Defence on the 
{7th January, 1918), that any naval station that might be required at the mouth of 
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the Gulf should be located on the Arabi: 
a ey on the Arabian rather than on the Persi if 

Sera ee pia ett of he 5 May no oe ha en 
on the strategic ‘question ; ‘and in these ciitanastinees ieee eee gees 


on the 3 E years to thi 
Crowe to be a strong case for adhering to the Title Gre ioatee ate 
ore suligble on technical grounds, as explained in the Goverment of India's talegeaes 
of the 2th Apri, but ls the further advantage over Musandin that not ben Mu 
territory, is ealection will involve uo sk of dificlties with His Highness the Sulton, 
o wih nent in connection with the Anglo-French Declaration 
‘As regards the need for an early decit is 
Viced®? early decision on this point, reference is invit 
Nicomr' logan of the ih inant, ops of which ensoeel horewil fox your 
iMormation, showing that the lighthouse on Tamnb Island il bo completed during 
the present mouth, anu that work on tho second lighthouse is about to ommence, It 
g.the circumstances Lord. Crew would propose, subject to the concurrence of tte 
srour fcaate for Torelen Mr, to inform the Government of Tada by tologeap 
tothe Lt Quoin sie and tat work may proce secondnghy one aahere 
AA copy of this leter is being communicated to the Admiralty, 
Tato, &o, 
LIONEL ABRAHAMS, 
Enclosure in No, 28 


Government of Indi 

oy nt of India to the Marquess of Oreve, 
PLEASE see our telegram of 26th April 
Following telegram received from Cox :— 
‘Messrs, sk Se, 

wil pega, Glance’ lighthouse mechanio arrived ‘Tamb 22nd April, Work there 

work mon eanad before end of May. ‘Tprerume thot his services can bo retinol for 


May 7, 1913 
Tightiousalnh hideous toes 


Do you agree? As regards commer i 
settee gare? As regan commencement of operations on Litle Quoin pend 


with Foreign Secretary’s letter of Sth Meets N12 Of 8th March, copy forwarde 





(22690) No, 27. 


Note communicated by Russian Embassy, May 16, 1913, 
LE groupe russe de In Société a’lh 
sof oURe Fuse le la é d'Etudes, tronvant des diffcultés. d'envoye 
Gouvernement persan on vue Wobtenir le droit option et dude du trata chests 
de fer transpersan, préférerait Sadresser & oot effet au Cabinet de The aan 
remiss des gions de Russo, dl Angleterre ot de France Se ee 
ji égent avait d'ailleurs priv © Valais 
facilment rege per la oie dplomnuque: nS TAY 88° Tallaire pone etre 
En consequence, M. Sazonof informe le 


qu'il s'adresse par écrit, au Gouve ‘ 
et d’étude, sans indication de ln direction dk le iene se ‘option 


rar get, fans indication de Is dizetion dea ligne, M. Sazonof Int promet 

i le Ia Leg , mais il serait reconnaissant si Bari 

fr ped arco era connaissant si le Gouvernemer 

britannique voulait également charger son Ministre A ‘Téhéran do Lui preter son 
A. Sazonof adresse la méme dem 
Le Ministdre Impérial s'est fait 


groupe russe quill ne Soppore 8 co 
ordroit do 


nande au Gouvernement frangais, 


un deve évenir 
Re ne eepieal ae at lr prévenir lo groupe russe que tant 
a 


t-Per i 
ligne dans lt zone nentro ot britannique nauront ahout ng ete 


de la construction du chemin de fe 
1e1 de fer dans la zone russe. 
Ambassade Impériale de Russie, Londres . 
We2 (15) mai, 113 


; direction de In 
il ne pourra étre ques 
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[22270] No, 258. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 15.) 

(No. 200, 

(Peles his) R Tehran, May 15, 1913. 
YOUR telegram No, 109 of 21st April: Oil-boring in Mohammerah district, 
Following from Sir P. Cox, 13th May — 

“Your telegram of 22nd April. : ‘ 

“Three weeks have since elapsed and I have not yet seen text of instructions 
issued by company to their agents ; I therefore conclude that there is some domestic 
hiteh, Meanyshilo,1 understand that instructions last issue contemplate obtaining from 
the sheikh a peremptory document which the company can utilise in order to exact 


pagnt on not p 

“The sheilh might possibly be content with less, but this 
what the pereentage will represent in cash, a point on which 
definite idea until results of boring are known.” 





[22870] No, 259 
Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reevived May 15.) 
(No, 201,) 


(elegraphic.) R. Teiran, May 15, 1913. 
FOUR tologram No, 228 of 7th May: Arms, &e, for Farman Farma. 
‘The Minister for Foreign Affairs told me yesterday that the Cabinet could not 

sanotion purchase by Farman Farma of rifles and ammunition for his own use, but his 

Excellency added that it was much hoped that His Majesty's Government would be 

able to supply 1,500 rifles, request for which was transmitted in my telegram No, 167 

of 21st April 
Tit reply to my representation that the number seemed excessive, his Execlleney 

said that rifles are wanted for Kermansbah, Kurdistan, and Loristan. 
Should it be finally decided that organisation of Governor-General of Fars’ force 
sted to a gendarmerie officer, it would probably be considered more 

expedient that it should have the same arm as the gendarmes. In this case the 1,000 

supplied by the Government of India, which are still at Bushire, could be sent to 

Kermanshah via Bagdad. 





(22111) No. 260. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 236.) - 
(Velegraphic.) R. Foreign Office, May 15, 1913. 
YOUR telegram No. 187 of rd May: Kerman. 
India Olice are very desirous that British officer should be appointed to Kerman. 
Do you think that he could succeed with any part of the money advanced by 
Imperial Bank if given executive rank, to which in British sphere there could be no 


objection ? 
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(21668) No. 261. 


(x10) Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 
(elegraphic.) Poreign Office, M 
SIR W. TOWNEBY’S telegram No, 195 of 10th May Cleat ee 
ite of strong opinion held at Tebran regarding the Prince, you should urge 
ga tussian Minister for Foreign Affairs, in whatever way you think best, tho great 
sPemeahty Of iter accepting proposal af estension of Cossack brigade to Resht oF 
segs Rae ular to is fate and to withhold all help from him in his bales 
much hope that his Excelleney will a 
{Repeat Hat his Ksedlloney wil adopt ono of these cours, 





(21700) No, 262, 


4 Sin Baicard Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 
‘legraphic.) R. Fore 5 
Sin W. TOWNLEY'S Selegram No. 197 of 12th Mote ee 
_Loousider that every effort should be made to secure Regent’ 
Ppsible, and am prepared to instruct His Majesty's Ambassador at Paris to aren Iie 
MiRnes 10.00 8. acting in conjunction with his Tusa collage if essian 
inister for Foreign Affairs will send similar instructions to M. Tovolaky. (Hind of 1.) 


(OE) 

't appears to me essential, if the Regent is to return, that th it 

ca tages to me een i i urn, that the question of Salar- 

el Dor muadionld es mete way to a settlement, or I fear that his Highness will 
(Repeated to Tehran, No. 233.) 





(22111) No, 263, 


0) Sir Wdward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 

(Telegraphic.) R. Forei 

You telegram No, 188 of 12h May : Fars, AERO 
ou should thank Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs, and i is E 

that His Majesty's Governmont have decided not to press iiemnaeeene = 





(22112) No, 264, 


(Wo. 285,) Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley, 


(Telegraphic.) 
i ele Porei 
ieee iat tM ear 

Majesty's Gove ate in your telegram No, 186 of 3rd May, Hit 
recente erent ‘gree that the proposal regarding a British officer Aeneas 


In these circumstances d f 
(Rpate to Se Pesat gee ones 2 Swede or Colonel Merl? 
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[22484] No. 265. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 16.) 
(No. 202.) z in ae 
(Telegraphic) Tekiran, May 16, 1913. 
MY telegram 199 of 14th May lar-ed-Dowleh. . 3 
Salar’s acts de spire confidence in the sincerity of his assurances that he is 
desirous of making peace with the Government. He is hebaving in his usual high- 
handed manner—issuing decrees, impounding the customs, appointing governors, and 
increasing number of his followers. He would appear to have now extended his 
‘operations as far as Barferush. i s 
Under these circumstances the Persian Government, whilst telegraphing thei 
acceptance of his proposal to come to terms, are sending expedition of 400 Bakhtiaris 
to encourage their loyal adherents who are wavering, since they see Salar exacting 
taxes and no steps being taken to prevent him, and also to take tnilitary action against 
the Princo should it be found, as would now appear not improbable, that he is merely 
fo 
























g them with fair words. 
(ftepeated to St. Petersburgh.) 













No. 26 


[22500] 





Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey —(Received May 16.) 
(No, 193.) . r 
(Wolographite,) R. St. Peteraburgh, May 16, 1913. 
YOUR tologram No, 408 of Loth May: Regent, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs agrees to instruct Russian Ambassador at Paris to 
munication to Regent, A 
an telegram No. 199 of 14th May reporting that Salar had 
not seom necessary for me to speak to Minister for Foreign 
‘Affairs in tho sonso of your telegram No. 407 of 16th May. His Excellency stated to 
mo, however, definitely that Russian Government would not give Salar any support if 
he continued his resistance to Persian Government, but that if disorders arose in 
‘Purkoman steppe Russia would send troops to protect her 















practically submitted 

















Foreign Ofice to Mr. Greenweay. 





Foreign Ofice, May 16, 1913. 
Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 

to the alleged pollution of the waters of the 
Island. 








TAM directed by Secretary 
letter of tho Sth instant, relati 
Shatteel-Arab by your company’s works on Al i 

Tam to inforin you in reply that Sir E, Grey has caused His Majesty's consul at 
Mohainmerah to furnish a report on the subject, and Tam to state that he will return 
no reply’ to the note of the Turkish Ambassador till that report, as well as the one 
which your company's agents have been asked to submit, has’ been received and 
considered. ‘These reports will show whether the appointment of commission to 
consider he mater is necessary, and Tew Pasha wil be answered accordingly 

‘As regards the last paragraph of your letter I am to state that His Majesty's 
Government recognise the whole waterway of the Shattel-Arab as Turkish, and that, 
oven if this wore not so, the Turkish Government would have the right to complain of 
the nuisance caused by the pollution of the water (if it were proved that such a 
nuisince existed) in ¢o far as it affected the welfare of their subjects, 

Tam to add, for your confidential information, that in view of the fact that the 
negotiations between His Majesty's and the Ottoman Governments have now reached 
fn advanced stage, Sir E, Grey is anxious t0 meet the views of the latter in such 
ors 80 far as he properly ean. 
















































Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALL 
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(22517) No. 268. 





India Office to Foreign Office—(Received May 17.) 
Sir, i 
ne India 0, 
WITH reference to your letter of the 11th April as. to Sey ete 
under the amortisation scheme of 1910, of the consolidated Anglodndian debt. of 
14,2811. 16s, 4d., Tam directed to observe that the arrangement contemplated when 
the amortisation heme was drawn up was that payments should bo matte unnvally, 
and that it was on this basis (viz., of annual payment) that the table enclosed te 
Sir R. Ritchie's letter of the 16th December, 1910, was ealoulated. It would appear 
however, under articles 4 and 9 of the agreement of the 26th May, 1910, in whieh 
tho amortisation scheme way embodied, provision was made for payment by. monthly 
instalments—an arrangement which, as i clear ftom the Imperial Bunk of Beni’ lttee 
af the 4th April, 1918, copy of which accompanied your letter under reply, is egarted 














to thi arrangement, 
be would pont ion of the amortisation 
fable inorder tm P ernment, A note on the 
abs ae li ¢ is enclosed, together with a revised 
be, whieh he ha dra up under the ingtruetions of tho Seewiary of Stato, showing 
amour by the Persian Governm 
retained in each ase by the Tuperal Banko? Persia? "= Te 08 #8 stm tobe 
soul, im (0 suggest that the amended scheme should be rofered to the Porsi 
Government and to the Imperial Bank for their formal acooptanee, and that in the 
meantime the bank should be authorised to proceed in the manner’ proposed iu their 


letter of the dth April, subject to adjustment hereafter in acsordanes with the now 


but he would poi 

















Tam, &o, 
. W. HOLDERNESS, 





—— 






Enclosure in No, 268, 


Note by Accountan 





General, India Office, dated April 22, 113, 


IF it be decided to offer the Persian Government a reduetion fi 

cringe, Pen Goverment out in, he amount 
{over principal and interest: at an etlective rate of § per cont, per annum, will, be 
2.4671. Be, Gd. A schedule is attached® showing the division of these: mouth 
Payments into principal, arrears of interest on the Slat March, 1910, and. interec, 
Subsequently serung, au the net amount to te ald by the Bank of Bes in respect 

mith. ink would retain one-fifth of i nt 
collet them. I do not think that any option should be given then, Gadi ices 


sutn at the end of the : iv i rom them 
Suis at the end of the year as this would be equivalent to borrowing money from them 


erent a af and extravagant expedient, 

e is no clear reason for the practice which the bank 

to adopt of paying in intorst and principal sepirataly. Whostonne 

Payments are in force, interest and principal will fal 

conveniently be dealt with together, 
pee WALTER BADOOK. 

















proposing: 
y annuity 
ll due simultaneously and can more 











[1629] 
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No. 269. 





(22672) 
Sit W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received May 17.) 
(elegant Tehran, May 17, 1913. 
R. b 
(roe SE program No, 295 of 25th May Fars local forces: 


i i Colonel Merrill, but T should 
1 nally inclined to favour appointment of C il, but T shou 
like to discuss the matter with the Swedish eolonel, who is due back here in a week 

















(22870) 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
ie it Foreign Office, May 17, 1913. 
‘Velegraphic.) R Foreign Ofiee, May 17, 
t FOBT degra 201 of No, Vth May: Arms for Kermanshah, 





Russian Government could with reason compl His Majesty’s Government 
supplied arms for Kermanshah, oe 

SEAGER co NC outTo Toro eatined for. Governor-General’sforee before any 
decision was taken ag regards nationality of officer, and it would, I think, be better 


that they should remain for it. 








(22739) 


Sir W, Pownley to Sir Bdieard Grey.—(Received May 18.) 
No, 204, ” pe 
(leiegraphic) 2 A : Tehran, May 18, 1913, 
FOLLOWING from Bushire yesterday, No. 





ved i from Briti K py of advance note by 

“T have received informally from British consul, Kerman, copy @ note by 

Rinna an gt oul aceasta tins ghbourhood of Kerman whieh indicat 

that as far as his researches go Kerman offers no mineral deposits of commercial value, 

Further enquiries aro no doubt necessary before a final verdict can be pronounced, but 

in the meantime Government may see fit to inform Mr. Greenway of the purport of 
Mr, Tipper's investigatio 

















(Repeated to Government of India.) 











(22866) No, 272. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey—(Reeeived May 19.) 
aad Tehvan, May 8, 1913. 


WITH reference to my despatch No, 96 of the 28th ultimo’ respecting the 





it ie tows y of illicit tolls Bushire-Shiraz 
titude of the gendarmerie towards the levy of ilicit tolls on the Bush 
toot) I havo the Honour to transmit herewith Gooy of a artker telegram which T have 
received from His Majesty’s consul at Shiraz on the same subject. 
There is good reason to believe that the gendarmerie detachment now on the 
road to Shiraz contains even better material than that which Major Siefvert found 
satisfactory, 


Thave, &e. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 
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Enclosure in No. 272. 
Consul O'Connor to Sir W. Torenley. 
(No. 167.) 


(Telegraphic. Shiraz, May 7, 1913, 
“HY telegram No. 161 of the 5th May, . 
Situation on road, Kazerun-Bushire, is as follow: 





Rahdari is nominally suppressed from Kazerun to Tangi Tarkan, but Mohammed 
Ali Khan’s men at Rahdar caravanserai still extort money from the muleteom oa 
various pretexts, and small party of gendarmes is not trong enough to put a stop 10 
this. In. Kamare} territory khan has promised to abolish rahdari, but T do not yet 
know if he has done so. “Below Kamaroj matters are as before, Sictvert tells so 
that Hjalmarson gave him no information as to what. arrangements he had mado with 
the Khans along the road, and we only learnt from Khan of Borasjun. that the colonel 
had hinted that he was prepared to allow continuation of rahdani in modified andl 
reduced form, Siefvert disapproved of this, and is of opinion that no rahdari should 
be allowed when once tho gendarmerie have taken over the road, but merely employ 
ment of local tufangchis, Both Siefvert and the Governor-General think that. thie 
can be arrangeil without fighting, but Khan of Borasjin makes exorbitant demand foe 
employment of over 200 of his men at double rato of pay. Khan of Konar Tekhieh 
is most truculent of all, and may give trouble, On tho whole, Siefvert thinks that he 
ill be able to take over road without fighting whon the second party of gendarmorig 














Return of gendarmerie from Bushire with arms and ammunition has dono much 
to raiso their prestige, Siefvert speaks highly of his new men, 


(Repeated to Bushire, No, 123,) 








(22761) No. 273, 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reevived May 19.) 





St. Petersburgh, May 18, 1913, 
WITH reference to your despatch No. 64 of the 5th Februaty Inst, and to 


fubsquent correspondeneé on the subject, Ihave the honour to transmit to, you 











herewith translation of an aide-mémoire which was handed. to me yesterday’ by 
M. ng forth the views of the Russian Government in regard to the tang, 
Persian railway proposal. 





Thad the honour to summarise the n my 
telegram of yesterday's date. 
{iv copy of the memorandum by M. Goukassof mentioned, is enclosed therei 
al with the letter addressed by that gentleman to Lord Birington, eopy of whieh 
as forwarded to you in my despatch No. 90 of the 18th March last(-ad Tson 
consequently omitting it from this despatch, 


Principal points of this aide-mémoi 





iy 
ide 











Thave, &o, 
GEORGE W, BUCHANAN, 


———————___ 





Enclosure in No, 273, 
Aide 





mémoire communicated to Sir G. Buchanan by M. Sasonof. 


_ THE Imperial Government have not failed to 
British Embusy, dated the Ist (14th) February of this year, aod the eeu ete 
hed to it to a careful examination, and the Russian geoup of the Seats 


U{Etuses, moreover, was invited to the consideration of the ‘novos wick they 
contai 


Tos examination in question leads to the conslusion that: the British Government, 

Sontinuing to express their sympathy in principle with tho construction cf 
tapePersian railway, now, however, in connection with such construction: iticts 
‘iahes which entirely change the original ilea of the undertaking and ree dines 


submit the aide-mémoire of the 
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to the possibility of its realisation both from the financial point of view and the point 
of view of Russian interests in Persia, 
‘The wishes of the British Government briefly put are as follows 








1, The question of the junction of the trins-Persian line with the railways of 
Tndia to remain for the present entirely open. i 

2, ‘The southern terminal point of the railway not to be any point on the littoral 
of the Indian Ocean, but Bunder Abbas on the Persian Gulf, 

8, The direction of the line in Persia to be Astara—Resht~Tehran-Ispahan-Shiraz— 
Bunder Abbas, in place of the direction proposed by the Société d'Etudes, namely, 
Astara-Resht-Tehran-Yerd-Kerman-Chahbar. 

4, The question of an extension of lines from Bunder Abbas in the direetion of the 
Baluchistan frontier not to be decided now, but to remain open. Iu general the 
British Govertunent do not desire for the present to. bind themselves by any promises 
with reget to rallays within thy limits of he Britis spire of illuence 



















ist that in all questions respecting the southern 
section England shall have deciding voice. Moreover, under the term “southern 
section” is) understood. the Portion of the proposed route Tying. beyond the 
Russian sphere of influence, naiely, the section from {spahan through Shiraz up to 
Bunder Abbas. 1t is also stipulated that the portion of the line or its branches outside 
the limits of the Russian sphere shall not be built “until aud in such measures as His 
Governtent shall consider it politie and feasib 

6, The British Government notify that previous to thelr statement of agreement in 
principle to the schowe of  trans-Persian railway they had already promised their 
support to a group of individuals who subsequently formed the “Persian Railway 
Syndioato” for the construction of the lines— 































(a) Mohammerah-Khoremabad. 
(b) Bunder Abbas-Kerman, 

(c.) Bushire-Aliabad and further to a certain point on the line. 
(1) Bunder Abbas-Shiraz—Ahwaz, 


‘The British Government would wish the trans-Per 
to some agreement with the above-mentioned group. 








ian Railway Company to come 









‘The attitude of the 






wussian group of the Société d'Etudes towards the position 
thus taken up by the British Government is determined by the aim which this group 
(representing, a8 is known, the initiative of the whole matter) set itself from the vor 
commencement, This aim isthe creation of « transit route through Russia and Persi 
between Europe on the one side and India and Australasia on the other. 

Tn the pursuance of this aim those responsible for the enterprise have becom: 
manner competitors of the Bagdad Railway. The basis of thi i 
(1) firm conviction that the shortest and most suitable co i 
And Tndia is across southern Russia and not through Tui 
Tissia shall take advantage of her natural superiorit 
rwalisation of the Bagdad Tine makes it difficult to do so, 

Again, tle group hud in view also the necessity of railways for Persia herself, © 
thon, is at first glance clear that local traffic only cannot justi 
construction of such lines, Tt is for this reason also that the initiator 
selected the route (within Persia) Astara—Resht-Tehran—Yeai-Kerman-Chahbar. ‘Th 
route, which is the shortest, has also the further itage that it intersects the most 
Jorrlated and productive provinces of Porsin and emerges at © sole costal point of 
Southern Persin capable of being converted into a good port. 

‘Turning next to a detailed consideration of the wishes of the British Government 
‘under the points specified it must be noted as follows — 




















between Europe 
and (2) a desire that 
in ‘this respect before the 








































1. In consideration of the special views still prevalent in Anglo-Indian political 
cireles the Russian group finds it. possible to agree to this point, being firmly convinced 
that the junction of the trane-Porsian railway, once it ix coupleted, with the Indian 
railway system will be naturally effected in the course of time, 

2, Bunder Abbas, as the terminal point for a large transit port, is inacceptable, 
In the eppy of a memoranduin (enclosed herewith) by M. Goukussof, one of the members 
‘of the Russian group, drawn up on.the basis of authoritative English sources, it is shown. 
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that Bunder Abbas cannot be converted into a suitable port with 
Bi 2 hout ver 
expenditure, Along the entire southern shore of Persia theke ts note since eh 
fortes west than Chahbar which could be converted into a suitable port, q ee 
t—Guattar—is to the east of Chabbar on the Perso-Baluchistan frontier. Tt 
r 


a ‘apne ‘hat Persia has a right to expect that no interdict shall be placed on he 


8. An alteration in the direeti 
ment ;— 


{o.) Wil lengton the mai 
oy Will nereas its cost ofc 
tc.) Will greatly decrease the transit importance of fine for 

ae al anit importance of the live for Buropean and 
(d.) Will reduce the importance of the line for Persia herself; us it will leave o 
‘one side the populated provinces of Kerman and Yead in favour‘of the lee sented 


and less productive province of Shirvz, and the absolutely i i 
sea nandmatetice province of Shir, and the absolutely uninhabited and unprotuctive 


great 









of the line as wished by the British Govern- 











Rus 















Apart from this, the Russian Government, from the pot i 
soon ft this n Government, from the point of view of their own 
conamic. interests, have already repeatedly expressed themselves, opposed to. the 
constuction in Persia of meridional rlways terminating on the Persian Gul 
ly been repeatedly pointed out, it would approximate th 
ir er towards the Bag line, whic vt eae i 
Aivrtng of art fhe tate t the Posen 
As regards extension of the line from Bunder Abbas in the direction of 
Baluchistan, the question is not worth discussion, as the Rossin group in genet! 
amot age to Bander Abus a a trina oven Hf temporary, point of the eulvay: 
To take the line to Bunder Abbas, even if assured of tho possibility tn the future) 
its aubnequont extension to Chahta doesnot appeat expedion, aa sec ay gee 
on ea distance of 600 versts along the absolutely barren coast of the Gulf of 
nan, | Once Chahbar is shown to be the natural terminus, there are no grounds for 
sppreacing it by a ciouitous route in plo of direct trom Kernan 
raking into consideration the international character of the enterpri 
fqually, the fact that the portion of tho line mentioned in this point would ere, 
He Beth a te neutral zone, it appears just and necessary that no one group of 
the company shall enjoy therein any preforentia rights and that influenoo aul le 
Soncke, shall be divided to an absolutely equal degreo between all three. grat, 
; considering it, extremely desirable to submit. questions. respecting, the 
zone to mutual consideration, for the sake 
yerial Govern have alwady 
‘rans-Persian line boyoud the 














































support for the Persian Railway Syndicate 
Government would Bot have oh aoted eel 
these two companies desirable, However, from information in-thely i 
international titutin ite a ly tegutl the Bering 
ees Toups constituting the Socidté dlGtudes apparently regut the De 
herefore, as it appears, woul he amal 
ery ppears, would not effect the amalga 












With respect to the railwe 
the line Bunder Abbas: Shin 












populated and mountainous locality almost 
ie from it, and would connect two points, 

; maintained by water, The endeavour 

ne can have only one interpretation : 

vay which will connect the 

30 
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7 ailway with India. . It is sufficient to cast a glance at the map to be 
are Manommiearee rae obtaining a emowsion for this line 
there will be danger of the subsequent formation of a combination resemblin, the 
well-known agrwenent hetween the shipping eompany of Lynch and the German Bank 
In view of these considerations, the Imperial Government cannot but be averse to the 


hwen the subject of en M, Sazonot und S rey, 
earl aaosun Geiser perralielas unquestionably necessary to guarantee for 
Russians undertaking enterp x, if in eompany, with. inteniationsD groups, a 
similar right to railway construction in the zone specified, and in particular mention the 
fe ii nes -— 

1, Ispahan-Shiraz, 

2, Ispaban—Abwaz. 

8, Yeud-Kerman, 

4, Youd-Shiraz. 

5, Tspaban-Khoremabad, 


In conclusi rial Government consider it their duty to note that the 
Russian group of the Si tudes regards tho realisation « trans Berta 
Tuilway slong the rou ified by the British Government wil in from. the 
financial point of view, difficulties 80 great as to border on the impossible, ‘The group 
hamed has intimated that under such conditions the whole enterprise of a trans 
Benin Tealway hreatens ofall to pienso to assume an entirely dierent sharate, 
twnely, the ennatruction of special Husson thes of penetration in. the Rosin an 

al e, with a pre} ng Russian influence, ; 

HN EATLARRION GO REINS Gt sia ataeunt re oh tn British Embassy of the 
and (15th) May, 1911, the Russian Governme) event of the real the 
project of @ truns-Porsian line in accordance with the wishes of the Socid é d'Etudes 
and upon mt { reciprocity, are prepared uot to permit railway a 
struction within the limits of the Russian zone and the neutral zone near the 

ier without preliminary agreement on the subject with the 


ions, the Russian nment recognise the 


London Cabinet that equality for British 
‘nud Indo-British trade shall be established both on the main trans-Persian line and on 
its branches. 
St, Petersburgh, May 1 (14), 1913. 





(22766) Reeth 


G. Buchanan to Sir Bdieard Grey.— (Received May 19.) 

‘ St. Petershutrgh, May 15, 1913. 
WITH reference to yi teh No, 63 of the Sth February last, T have the 
honour to forward to you heresvith copy of an aide-mémoire which was handed to me 
hy M, Savonof in regied. to the removal of the lights displayed by the Russian 

consulate-general at Bushire. z 
A NT ATR tine emo oreneeetene Te 
Government have instructed their consul-general ouly to sow buch lights in futur as 

nay be necesnry forthe security ofthe ennsular bulding steel 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 


iyi 


Enclosure in No. 274, 
Aidesmémoire communicated to Sir G, Buchanan by M. Sazonof. 


THE Imperial Ministry for Foreign Affairs did not fail to institute enquiries 
respecting the lights shown by the Russian consulate-general at Bushite, to 
which reference was made in the aide-mémoire of the British Embassy, dated 
3rd (16th) February of this year. 

From information received it appears that the late M, Dmitrief, in charge of the 
cousulate-general specified, did actually set np lamps, the main purpose of which was 
the lighting of the vieinity surrounding the consulate. ‘This measure was regarded 
by him as necessary for the prevention of robberies and attacks which havo become 

tomary of late in Bushire. What significauce these lamps had from the point of 
view of navigation is not precisely known to the Ministry, However, there is a 
statement of the captain of the Russian steamer “ Buphrates” to the effect that the 
lights of the Russian consulate were not of danger for vessels entering. tho Bushiro 
roadstead, 

Nevertheless, desirous of meeting the wish of the British Government, and willin 
to recognise the preferential right of the latter to interest itself in tho lighting an 
marking of the “fairways” of the Persian Gulf, the Imperial Governmont havo 
instructed their. consul-general at Bushire, not to show on his masts lights having the 
character of a lighthouse, and to confine himself to the burning only of such lamps as 
will give sufficient light fo secure the safety of the vicinity immediately surrounding 
tho consulate itself. 

‘The Imperial Government take note at the same time that the British Government 
Fo now providing for the safety of vessols entering the port of Bushire by the 
establishment at their consulnte of dioptric lanterns, 


St. Petersburgh, May 1 (14), 1912. 





(23251) No, 275, 
Note communicated by M. de Etter, May 19, 1913, 


If, ressort des renseignements consulaires parvenus au Ministiro Impérial. que 
des askbres tures, aprts avoir oceupé Ie village persan Sito, situé prve de Gangatchine, 
dle Ia citconspection de Baradost, ont procédé a Texploitation (onsemone nent) dos 
terrains cultivables. 

Le Gouvernement Impérial quence chargé I'Ambassadeur & Con- 


stantinople de iergiquement contre cette violation de la frontidre ot de 
deniander te de la ri bu 


Le Gouvernement Impérial so ‘avoir ro 
énergiques si de pareilles violations du territoire persan so renouvelaion 
AM. Sezonof espdre que T'Ambassadeur de ta Grande-Bretague a 
sera autorisé d’appuyer la démarche prescrite i M, de Giers, 
Ambassaile Impériale de Russie, Londres, 
Te 6 (19) mai, 1913, 


‘cours & des mesures plus 





(22500) No. 276, 


J Sir Edward Grey to Sir P, Bertie, 

(No. 206.) 

(Telegraphic) Re pa 
Mi OnEIRS faked Office, May 19, 1918, 


ig to fear, 
No. 239.) 











193 












[229701 Nos377. [23192] No, 279. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reecived May 20) 
















Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 











‘No. 205.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 19, 1913 Telegraphic.) TR. Tehran, May 20, 1913, 
" LAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your YOUR telegram 
















letter of the 15th ultimo regarding your Jumpending negotiations with the Sheikh of 

hammerah for permission to bore for oil im his territory, 
ve ‘ne Has since. been fi communication ‘on the subject with His Majesty's 
consul-general at Bushire, who reported on the 13th instant that he liad not yet seen 
the text of the instructions sent to your agents as mentioned in your letter under reply, 
‘ind that some hiteh would therefore appear to have arisen, 2 

Tam to point out in this conncetion that the last instructions in question appear 
to-contemplate the receipt from the sheikh of a document, peremptory in tone, which 
your company could utilise in order to exact from the Persian Government tho refund 
of whatever sum you say have paid as a royalty to the sheikh. ‘This would ‘amount 
to playing off the sheikh against the Persian Government—a course to which His 
Majesty's Government have been opposed front the outset r 

Tan accordingly to express the strong hope that, after reconsideration of the 
question, vour company will see its way to accept the suggestion set forth in my letter 
of tho 18th April. in whieh case Sir E, Grey would be prepared—in order to protect 
the ¥—=to give a parallel assurance to the effect that His 

mike every effort to ensure that an arrangement satisfactory 

is arrived at, andl that the exercise of their good offices for 
xd on the view that a payment on the net profits derived 

ikl: would be an adequate return, 
ixcelleney might he satisfied with a lesser sum, but in 
Jreat measure that point must depend on what the percentage will represent fu cash, 
4 point, however, on which it is difficult to form any definite idea until the results of 
th boring are known, 


290 of 16th Mas: Kerman, 
Following from His Majesty's consul at Kerman 











“In my opinion, short of occupation in some form, the only hope of settlonient of 
this perpetual problem lies in direction of the India Office proposal, 


“Following proposals and estimates are necessarily extremely tentative :— 


securing expenditure: Minimum monthly. payment of soware, 12 tomans, and 
of footmen, probably 6 tomanss payment for 100 horsemen, 200 footmen, 2400 tomas 
Ganonths add extra pay, say, 7 native officers, 500 tomas ; $ cavalry and 20 infantry 

non-commissioned officers, 60 tomans ; total monthly bill,'3,200 tomans, 
coi Bossible, no followers and nocontingents, bt better allow 100 tomans monthly, 
Upkeep of uniforms by Persian Government for, say monthly 
Gun Gise of other gendarmerie, Clerical establishment included in enlisted strength, 
and total of mmonthly cost, 3.400 tomans, or, allowing margin, 4,000 tomans, but pay 
wight have to be 20 per cent, higher, for which add 800 tomane, Final, tot, 
1,800 tomans. if stall, would 
Majesty's Government, What about hire of transport 







































































? Headquarters lines probably available here free, but con 

or five, eventually necessary for security 

ntenance of diseiplino and eaprit de corpe in. the force, cost 

or 3,000 tomans. Uniform, first issue presumably supplied by central 
Government, ditto arms and ammunition and replacements of the sath, 

{, i 2ny opinion, however, minimum of two British officers’ abwolutely necessary, 


{jhete must be one always at headquarters, and one constantly inspecting work along 
the road, over 300 miles long, 





that, purpose would. be. bas 
from the Ahwaz oil to the sh 
Tt is possible that his 





































Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLET, 







“‘These are the primary points. Following considerations follow.” 


Following from His Majesty's consul at Kerman :— 


immediately preceding telegram. 


“Final composition and strength of force could be settled only by 
any case, force proj 






























(21701) 











peri 
sed would be only for protection of the road, ” Kinanefal a 
Nould be sure to claim its services, but his fingers must be kept from sneddling, ell 
Contral must be with senior British officer, who would be answerable only throvgh the 
Gousulate and legation to the central Goverment. If, however, tho finatcial agent fa 
Genrived of Portion of 19.000 tomans guaranteed to’ him widhout receiving value ia 
fichunge he wil certainly howl. As regards British officers, T would. agen submit 
Lieutenant Steward's name. If necessary I can furnish full gromnds for my recone 
Fondation, Uf this, scheme matures, would another Kerman-Bunder Abbie comer 
line, with telephone stations on the way, be feasible ? It woul greatly trelfins 
filimnistration of the road, and would ‘serve commercial interests, present raten to 
Buncdler Abbas being prohibitive. Financial agent is believed to be favourablos nat fo 
‘Treasurer-General’s assistance, if worth anything, might be available.” 


—— eS See 


(23196) No. 280. 


Sir W. Touniley to Sir Kdwoard Grey.--(Reeeived May 20.) 










Foreign Ofice to Treasury 









Sir, 





“oreign Offiee, May 19, 1913. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 2ud May, urging that His Majesty's Govern 
ment should, if possible, obtain from the Persian Government some security for the 
repayment=to begin in 19) ¢ inancial advances other than that afforded 
by the surplus of the south receipts, 1 am directed by Secretary. Sir 
Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith, to be laid before the Lords Commissioners 
of His Majesty’s Treasury, paraphrase of a telegram from His Majesty's Minister at 
‘Veliran on tho subject 3 a 

Tt will be seon that the Treasurer-General is able to offer the opium receipts of 
the south a8 also the excise on spirits as additional guarantee, and I am to enquire 
whether their Lordships would desire that Sir W, Townley should be instructed to 
accept both these items, or ony one for the purpose in question 

Tam, &. 

LOUIS MALLET. 






































































Tehran, May 20, 191: 

immediately preceding telegram of to-day contains the views of the British 

consulat Kennan, to whom I referred your telegram No. 236 of 16th Moy. 
Money: advanieed by Imperial Bank istrati 

under a privi 


[1629] ‘ 















No. 245. 
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no Tien on it. Tt is possible some arrangements could be made under which money 
tétésary for provost eohome Gould Ue varied, bat Proposal wonld meet with 
a strong opposition from the Persian Government and probably from the Governor- 
General, (End of R.) 


I would venture to call your attention to the fact that, if we insist on appointment 
of a Riish officer or offers in Kernan, itll open the door for a sith Ressien 
demand for Russian officers in Russian zone, which extends as far south as Ispahan 
and Yezd, is would entail relegation of He Sica h officers to the neutral zone 
nly, and possibly result in their abandoning their task, : 
ee a Ra Vadbolsk, who commands the Cossack brigade, stated openly, 
before his departure for St. Petersburgh on leave, that he should endeavour to get 
gendarmes ousted from the Russian zone, and the task of policing the roads entrusted 
to the Cossacks, 

































(23126) , 





281. 





Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey—{Reecived May 20.) 


(No. 207.) i“ : 
(Polosraphic.) 1. ms ran May 2, 1913, 

HALUCHIS are reported to be committing very extensive depredations in the 
neighbourhood of Bam,* and are said to hi detea led the Governor of that place. 

An employs of the Imperial Bank of Persia is somewhere on the way up to 
Korman from Bunvder Abbas, and 1 have nade representations to the Minister: for 
Foreign Affairs to do what is possible for his safety, ‘The Governor-General is at a 
distant part of his province, and it is donbtful whether he will be able to effect 
anythin, inst those fresh raiding partie 

















(22761) 





“reign Ufice to India Ofiee.t 


Sir, v 
LAM directod by Seeretaty $ 
of despatches from His 
cation from the Ru 
‘Vrans-Porsian Railway 
1 am to state that, in view 





ign Office, May 20, 1913, 
dwward Grey to transmit to you herewith copi 
> Anbassador at St. Petorsburgh, and of a communi- 


jhargé (’Maires at this Court, relative to the proposed 





















of the extreme importance of the points raised in this 
correspondence, and espec the menorandim which forms tho enclosure in 
Sir G, Buch second despatch, Sir is of opinion that n sinall interdepart- 
ete ite, corusting of neprevantaties of the Ladle OM , Admiralty, Board 
of 1 irectorate of Militar ions, and. this Office should meet to consider 
the questions at issuo, 

‘Team. aecordivgly to: ed: that. 0/ seprosenative of your Department may be 
desisnated for this purpose, and to propose that the committee should meet, if possible, 
on Thursday next, the 20th instant, at 11°80 A.at, at this Office, 

Tam to ald that a similar lotter has been addressed to the other Departments 
interested. 






























Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET. 













+ Als ils ut. tea ae Rema 
‘oo eater ond Admiral 
$ pare Nut Ni tee tod NOS aa rs 
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(22761) No, 283, 


Foreign Ofice to Directorate of Military Operations. 





‘THE Under-Secretary of State for Foreign 


Affairs presents his compliments to the 
Director of Military Operations and 


i i directed to transinit herewith eopies of despatches 
from His Majesty Ambassador at St. P¢ etersburgh and of a communication from the 
Russian Chargé ’Affaires at this Court, relative to the proposed Teena Paste 
Railway. 


Sir A. Nicolson is to state that, iu view of the extrente 
raised in this correspondence, and especially in the y 
enclosure in Sir G. Buchanan's second despatch, Sir I, Grey 
interdepartimontal’ committee, consisting of ‘representatives of the, Ludie. lles 
Admiralty, Board of ‘Trade, Directorate of Milita 
eet to consider the questions at issue. 
Sir A- Nicolson is accordingly to ask that a representative of the Directorate of 
Military Operations maybe desiguated for this purpose, ind to propone thet the 
Geta should meet, if possible, on ‘Thursday, the 29th instant, at 1130 Aah, ae 
this Office, 


He is to add that a similar letter has been addressed to the other 
interested, 


Foreign Office, May 20, 1913, 




















Departments 





24413) No, 284, 
Memorandum by Sir G. Buchanan on Anglo-Ruesian Relations, 


NOW that the Russian Government hinve definitely rojeoted our proposals with 
regard to tho ‘Trans-Persian Railway, it looks as if the idea of linking wp the Racer 
and Indian railway systems will bo shelved for some time to eome,eud thet thee 
ill content herself with constructing a railway to ‘Tehran or, perhaps, to You 

*kovtsof, Sazonof, and several of the Russian promoters of” the ens Poncg 
Railway, astonishment at the suspicions still entortained 





















iy scheme, hiave expressed the 
Enatind of Russia's desigus on India, Lhayo always to them that ¥e have portent 
confidence both in the Einperor aud the finperial Govorament, but. that the stareonee 
responsible for the defence of India have to look ahead, and that, a8 0 one formic, 
frenty Years axo the possibility of our presont friendly mderstanding, so no one en 
foretell what may happen in another twenty years! tine, 
fie Russian Goverment highly appragiate the support given thom by Hin 
Majesty's Government during tho Balkan crisis, and tho’ present. moment the oh, 
scetns favourable for a friendly exchange of views on ull questions in with ne 
Potten (uterests may possibly clash. If we defer w frank explanation of our own 
Jnition till vo are actually confronted with some neceouplishe! fact, brought about 
by the irresponsible action of some Russian agent, i will be much nore tition ne 
{2 {he harm that will then have been done than if we take tine ‘by the feeglook, 


aud try to come to some wnt that will remove the danger of future 
suisunderstandings, 


T would submit the following suggestions as to the line wl 



































ichi we should follow :— 






public opinion in this country is not yot 
in striking distanco of India, 
n which wwe should have to place restrictions on 








's part. 
Inust conclude an agreement, recognising our predominant influence in 
sintt #8 against Russia's in Mongolia.” Wo shall have eousiderable. difesiie. ke 

iocatert Mongolia as a set-off to Thibet, as Sazonof contends that 
togetlior outside the Anglo-Russian agreement. Sho may therofore 
ask for our recognition of her privileged position in Kashgan, &e.’ This io ¢ 
uestion which we shall have to face, sooner or later, and it might therelore be bevee 
mate yetonee the reasons whieh would render it dificult for us to consent 10 say 
‘material change in the existing territorial statue quo, 























* Past 






No. 862; and Nos. 257 and 278, 
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reference to the concluding paragraph of the telegram, I shall be much 
obliged if you can kindly see your way to favouring me with a copy of the portion of 
tho report Teferred to dealing with minerals in the neighbourhood of Kerman. 
am, &e, 
©. GREENWAY. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 28¢ 
Copy of Velegram received from Mr. Maclean (Tehran), dated May 19, 1913. 


REFERRING to your letter of the 23rd ultimo, I think that by insisting upon 
our form of concession there is a risk of protracted negotiations, whereas Persian 
Government express willingness to conclude at once on their form adjusted to meet our 
objections. 1 purpose, whilst maintaining basis stated in my letter of Sth instant, to 
revise with Foreign Minister their form with a view to redrafting concession for 
approval of Cabinet and syndicate, ‘Telegraph whether yon approve. British Minister 
hus seen and approves foregoing, Before replying, obtain from Foreign Office purport 
of report, from Indian Government engineer regarding inalequacy of minerals in 
rete dUpuitead oF Karna 


Enclosure 2 in No, 286, 


Mr, Maclean to Mr. Greenway. 


My dear Greenway, Tehran, May 8, 1913. 
‘DHANKS for your letter of the 23rd April and for the copies of correspondence 
enclosed, 
Tam greatly obliged for your action at the Foreign Office regarding mines, Tt 
puts ime on to quito a satisfactory basis with Sir Walter Townley. 
Thope you will not think Lam wasting time in these somewhat academic discns- 
sions pith tho Parsi Foroign Office of their form of contract. I had to sho 
‘open to discussion at the start, and cannot press them to a rupture. ‘The Minister for 
Foreign Affains has beon ill, or out of touch with his colleagues, and at the moment 
the Government are not pressed to fix up with us. ‘Thoy are enjoying the British 
nd Haye the Russian advance at disposal whene like to swallow the 
oxchange rite given them by the Rus Iso, our Minister tells me, there is 
new Medjliss at an estion of the majority of th 
fore the Governmne, pothaps count on European complications weakening. 
Apparently Ministers are taking count of lio y they might stand in 
such an ¢ ity, although it does not seem really likely that Russia would permit 
‘oth uit of that nati 
‘The Minister quite realises the importance of fixing up our matter whilst the 
prosont Government lasts, aud promised me yesterday to sive them a push. ‘That 
the desirable course, if he will keep on bar their heels; it lies upon me to 
shepherd them into the right pen 
I shall shortly move into summer quarters in Gulahek within range of Persian 
oflicials and of the legation, 
Yours sincerely, 
H.W MACLEAN, 





(25821) No. 287, 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Ofiee—(Recetved May 21.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, May 20, 1913, 
1 BEG to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 16th instant relative to the 
allege pollution of the waters of the Shatt-l-Arab hy our company's works on Abadan 
land. 
Vom pleased to lear that Sir E. Grey will defer replying to the note of the 
‘Durkish Ambassador until the report which His Majesty's consul at Mohammerah has 
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been instructed to furnish, as well as 
considered. 

ig Hue that the whole waterway of the Shatt-el-Arab is recognised as Turkish by 
His Majesty's Government, and that Sir E, Grey is anxious to meet, as far as possible, 
the views of the Ottoman Government, but am confident that investigation will prove 
that there are no reasonable grounds for complaint in the present case, 

Thave, &e. 
©. GREENWAY, 
Managing Director. 


the one from our agents, has been received and 





(23359) No, 288, 


Sir W. Towntey to Sir Edward Grey—(Received May 21.) 


(No, 208,) 
(Telegraphic.) I Tehran, May 21, 1913, 

MY telegram No, 20] of 15th May: Arms for Kermanshah, 

T think it would be well to hold our hand for the present, Governor-General hne 
fesigned, and unless Russian Legation support him very strongly his resignation will 
be accepted. Ono hundred and fifty Cossacks are about to leave Tehran for 
Kermanshah, and Swedes expect to send 300 or 400 gendarmes there in a month or 
two. Numbers and exact date of despatch will be decided after Swedish colonel’s 


Teng, He has already left Kermanshah, whither he proceeded from Bushire vid 
lagdad, 





(23251) No. 289. 
Sir Baward Grey to Sir G, Lowthor, 


Foreign Ogico, May 21, 1913, 
nbassador. at Constantinople has. been insteneted. 0. proteat 
rgetically against a reported violation of Persian territory at Siro, near Gaugatehine 
nid Baradost, and to request its immediate evacuation by the Turks, who are alleged 
to be cultivating the occupied districts, 
;ltussian Government fear that if such violations of territory reour they will he 
pbliged to take more energetic. steps, and. they ask that your Excellency should: be 
instructed to support vour ussin colleague. : 
You should do this verbally, and you should point ont that such inci 0 
Particularly regrettable when the whole frontier question is on the 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No, 4116 and ehran, No. 240,) 





[23453] No, 290, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Toncther. 


) 8. 


Moreign Ofiee, May 21, 1913, 
Le Foreign Offiee, May 21, 1913, 


» ancl 360, 


that he should offer, as an 
4 poiut about 4 miles bel 











0 


i i ise Ww viewed 

is Exeellency seemed anxious to know how this compromise would be viewe 
Tees Le Gas intororl is nee tas top albu er0 being conducted at Con- 
stantinople, it would be preferable to avoid ang expression of opinion here as. to its 
morta at that no harm could be done bs making the suggestion at Constantinople. 
uk Pasha then urged very strongly tht the compromise might be favourably 
considered; it wa i, eery moderoie, and it represented the abandonment of 
very considerable Turkish claims and a genuine effort to reach a final settlemen 
he whole jiestion. ‘ sis, 
SEE TLE e e sak that would Ye pment to apt this compromise, as it 
mporely involves making the concession to Turkey, which, your Fxcelleny and your 
Russian colleague have, I believe, considered possible in the last ote Noa stele 
furnish Russian An ith a copy of this telegram and discuss the subj 
Aa Y ent was again impressed on Hakki Pasha, 

(Rope No. 417.) 


(23412) H 
Mr, Harrison to Sir W, Langley—(Recetved May 22.) 


8, Charlee Stret, Berkeley Square, 
sin W, May 21, 1913. 
Dear Sir W. Langley, om i . " 
ERRINGTON tolls me that Mallet is stil away, 9o T forward you a note on th 
propos put forvard by M. Sablive, After next wel expoot to bs avvay in Canada, 
salmon fishing, antil August, Tf, therefore, you wish to communicate with me furt 
perhaps you would do so early next w Hae 


©, HARRISON, 


nclosure in No, 201. 
Memorandum. 


suggested by M. Sablin 
Financial Houses forecast 


predecesse i ' 
rouble a penke ind re 
SARL rettar than what i involved infone operation ubdertuken atm molvent 
judged to be thvourable, 7 " 
Se Taney Suieuibgaverea CEA ats It is, moreover, very desirable to 
Aiea; onsiu colsidanttls atin ‘Where ars Roan, a 

\s to be sutisfied which can only be seated with advantage I 

Sinitarly the problem of the pension list hus to be fueud comprehensively. Te 
is also imperative to pay off and disconti the present Russian floating debt, 4 
ROeAE Ea eeecie food leaneion Gaull Cu tems and immediatly starts repaying 
fapital ail intereat from the customs ns enue whih eoul jut ax easly (an ar more 
economically) be employed in necting its expenditure direct. i 
a ae it TaeSoeRtast ‘hat the amour to be borrowed inust be Pas ae 
itis also ctr tha the whole debt should be consolidated. ‘The investing pubic woul 
very proper! ch much importance to the fact that their lien was subject to no 
prior encumbrance, and extended without reservation to definite Persian revenues 
Trias lon GU tice beay aia aes customs houses, Rusian, neutral, and British 
ones, ponplox nud perturb a market already distrustful “Te may be angued that this 
is all very fine, but why should Russia give up ite prior lien on the more productive 
uosthern customs houses ‘To this there isan effective rejoinder, ‘The largest part o 
the Russian debt is not at present a negotiable security, It would immediately become 
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one on consolidation. If this view be not aovepted, an unanswerable reply is to 
discharge the whole of this debt with the proceeds of the new loan, 

2. I would, however, respectfully demur to th 
suggestions. You speak in your letter of a 
rojects already inaugurated’ under 1 
eee 
indeed, progress in any 

ay its 0 

ave sai Bai h you 
jointly eliborated by 
njunetion with this letter. It Persia 
drastic financial control, I gather that, 
ry difficult to obtain Persia's consent to 
tig ings. Yet it could be pointed out to its patriots, if they exist, that 

herein lies hope of slvation, 

3. Now that His Majesty's Government have definitely vetood fie rset for 
great trans-continental railway, itis difficult to see how the Société d'ISiudes’ life ean be 
prolonged with advantage to its members. With its demise the tie between Russian 
and Buglish interests is weakened. German shortly obtains under the Potsdam Agree. 
iment access to ‘Teliran, aud Russia will gradually build as far as Yead, awaiting an 
opportunity, in its slow tenacious manupr, to reach the sea vid Kerman, ‘The network 
of railways running north aud east and west will suck the entire trade in those 
dirvetions and the Gulf line from Moliamiuerh to Khosesbe ath dat wd access 
to the Russo-German chord and the northern system, a 

Those who think that Russia, when the projects of the Société d'Itudes are 
definitely abandoned, will look on complacently whilst purely British interests cover the 
south and neutral spheres with « network of railways, aooording to the grandiose 
conceptions of Mr. Green 

ption that His Majest 
ment will ision in regard to the interiational scheme for the furthe 
tunes of which the société was eonstituted, I would submit for consideration the following 
poli 


(1) Construct the Mohunmerah-Khorwiabad Railway, prolonging it by inter= 


national agroement through Hamadan to Kazvin (with a branch to the Caspian), whencs 
it will ran via Zindjan and Tabriz to Julfa, 

(2) Open the roads from the Gulf to Shiraz, Yezd, and Kerman, 

(3.) Lend Persia money on the lines foreshadowed in my memorandum and the 
Project of control put forward by my French and Russian colleagues and myself 


The advantages of (1) are— 


(a.) ‘The line projected should pay ; 
Tt holds Persia together, instead of necentuating, the disintegration setting in 
‘on the lines of the Anglo-Russian agreement 
Tt allows our cotton and our tea, and our trade generally, an equal chance of 
competing with Russian imports, since eoustruction prooueds concurrently from the 
north and south, 


The advantages of (2) are that we are not attempting the impossib 
reform with the re ived from Jom fonds in the first instance should r 
this modest programme feasible, 

An incidental advantage of (8), as against M. Sabline’s scheme, is that it permite 
of the survival (in an alterud form, perhaps) of the société, even if the trunk The mite 
suggested net constructed. The body in Puris would have little to do. Its 
existence would, however, be agreeable to French susceptibilities, which must be taken 
into account if recourse be had’ to the Paris market. The real spade work would be 

Persia by the Council of Administration, 

. The first criticism of this Jalicy thut suggests itself is that Russia will never 
agree. Russia is inteusely opposed to the linking-up northwards of the Mohammerah 
line for trade reasons, We, of course, cannot ain the validity of this argument, 
except under compulsion, und Russia’ does not wish to see Versin rehabilitated, 
Qa the other hand, we hold the purse strings, Russia wants financial assistance, 
To secure her assent, I would point out that England will not, except under thess 
conditions, find the money for Persia and its railways, As an additional incentive, 


{a629} ae 
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ion of the railwe 
His Majesty's Government might agree to support the extension of the railways 


fiom Kawvin to Yea (a Inanch, diverging north of Yerd to Ispaban), it being 


ach of the railway to 
rat cannot be prevented, 


F, C, HARRISON. 
May 20, 1918, 


(23449) No. 
Treasury to Foreign Office. (Received May 22.) 


Sir, 


1915, of the recent advs 
Majesty's Treasury tor 
southor cust 
in ti Reewe 7 
i y Loris. think that it would be well to 
50,0000 my Lod, thik that it would bo 
poh io opiuiy receipts and tho excise on spirits as additional guarantees, 
GUT Are Satine me th amount fo be produced, by te 
(0 oi spirits, but unless the sum is very considerable the margin, provided 
{Se somutuel elf tisesue ot taqseaton orseate ital am ob LOODDO weyers 
nell orth repayments dos ut appear tobe excessive, 
‘iL, HEATH. 





(23126) No, 203. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


ih el lice, J 1913. 
saphi i 
i t tel \o, 207 of 20th May: Baluchi raids. Res 
Testi Nae al Ain in the sense of my telegram No, 358 of 
5th Jame of last year would have any effect? 
2 fag Utell aguas yintter vith the Trin Ofkisds 





[28449] No, 204. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 

{fe Pate R Foreign Office, May 22, 1913. 

YOUR tolegram No. 198 of 12th May : Seeurity for advances. 

‘Treasury eonatder that, a8 southern customs receipts eannot o relied on to produce 
oro thn, 80,000 seen and opium recep ae etnate at 0,001 ase, o @ 
little more only, both opium receipts and excise should be accepted as additional 

riarantoes, : 

Sevan toulesetoeaiberoan Gnrsramentaccortines 
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(23867) No, 292%, 
Sir W. Garstin to Foreign O fice—(Received May 22.) 


Sir, 8, Bishopsgate, London, May 21, 1913, 

SOCIETE internationale d’Iitudes du Chemin de Fer transpersan. 

T have the honour to forward you herewith eopies of correspondence received from 
Paris relative to the affsirs of this Société. It will be observell that montion ie weak 
in this correspondence of an agreement, which we are invited to enti, betwen wee 
Russian and British Governments regarding the procedure to be adorted, Ie tte 
absence of any information from the Foreign Offide we have ee vce that we are i 
ergmunication with our Government authorities, and hope shortly to be m a postion 


Foreign Office will enable the British group 
informing them of the results of their {atest 
n Government, 


As matters stand at present, the British group of the Société d'iftudes do not 
gnticipate that any useful purpose will be served by prolonging the oxistones of io 
Societe, 
Yours, &, 
W. B, GARSTIN, 
—————— 


Enclosure 1 in No. 292*, 


M, Raindre to Sir W. Garstin. 


M. le Président et cher Colldgue, Paris, le 19 mai, 1918, 
J'AT Thonneur dy vous envoyer ci-joint copie de deux lettres adressées par le 
Ministre des Affaires Etrangdres de Russie au vice- président russe de notre société, 
Nous avons lieu de conclure de la correspondance de M, Khomiakof que ces lettres 
nt 6 Gertes A la suite d'une entente établic entre lea Gabinete de Lenten et te 
Saint-Pétersbourg. J’espdre que nous en aurons la confirmation de votre part avant la 
réunion du Comité di ‘rection, le 23 de ce mois. Nous pourrons ainsi, ce jour-la, 
concerter les mesures d'exéeution que comportent les eonseile qui sont formule dan ty 
lettres de M. Sazonof, 
Veuillez, &o. 
RAINDRE. 


closure 2 in No, 202%, 
M. Sazonof to M, Khomiakof. 


Saint-Pétersbourg, le 19 avril, 1913, 
COMME suite au desir exprimé par votre Excellence vt von colldguvs du groupe 
russe de la Société d'Etudes du Chemin de Fer transpersan, j'ai honneur de vous 
informer que le Gouvernement Impérial est tout A fait favorable alt projet d'une Fequéte 
ji adresser par ladite société au Gouvernement persan en vue d'ebtenit une epiicy pour 

4a construction du chemin de fer précité, et fautorisation de proodder aus. dhdee 
iirentes, Le Gouvernement Impérial reconnalt en méme temps dsieble Ia conatection, 
A dre ddlai do. la partic de la ligne & établir dang les limites de la zone Ruse an 
tarticlier du tivage de ln mer Caspienne jusjuih Téhdene ene qui coneerne le 
Profongement de cette ligne dans la zone dite neutro” do la Perse, aia que dans Ie 
Zone anglaise, les pourparlers & cet égard ne sont pas encore termings aver Ie Goureenas 

‘ment britannique, qui a formulé les propositions que vous conniaissex, 
Veuillez, &e, 
SAZONOR, 


3K 
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Enclosure 3 in No, 292°. 
M, Sazonof to M. Khomiakoj. 


(Traduction.) i Pelersboung, Te 29 anvil 118. 
M TON co ément de ma lettre en date du 19 avril Ce stil phonnty atone 
ieealen rial n'a pas dobjection & ce que 
votre Excellence que le Gouvernement Lae las i os as oats 
d'Etudes Ihemin de Fer transpersan adresse au Gouvernei San 
eee a eae i hoy te ea tind te, 
‘insi que le droit de procéder aux études sur le territoire l ’ we 
one de oe AN Légation Imperiale 4 pera chai ee eer ate 
equéte, et Je me mets en rapports avec les Cabinets de Londres et de Paris pour 
i t a doieat bec arena analogues aux Légations britannique et frangaise 4 


héran, Veuillez, &e. 


SAZONOR, 





(23509) No. 204%, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(ae 4.) 


qe Foreign Ofice, May 23, 1913, 
MIE WSPAPERS of 21st May reported resignation of Persian Minna tr Roel 
Ars, and Russian Government ‘day inform me that they greatly, regret 
alia sant ts attribute to intrigues of newspaper “ Habl-ul-Matin,” moving 
spirit of which is Ain-ed-Dowleh, Sine ouneni 
ssian Chargé «’Affaires has beon instructed to try n z 
Anais to nueind a resiguatign and renain in alice an also to do is ost torestuaia 
virulence of paper against his Excellency. face atta 
jan Governnient desire your support on both points for their Chay : 
Io ear ou cruas Os uscewsianieraiustecearrenieereacieatean 
of above reports. ns 
or aMeegeal fo St, Petersburgh, No. 421) 
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(23196) No, 205, 
- Foreign Office to India Oyfce. 

n Foreign Opie, May 23, 1913, 

1 AM directed by Seeretary Sir Edward Grey to state that upon receipt of your 
letter of the 13th instant, regarding the possible appointment ofa, Britich offees ia 
Kerman, he enquired the viows of His Majesty’s Minister at ‘Tehran upon the subject 
ina telegram, of which a copy is enclosed hierewith, 

Tam also to enclose, to be laid hefore the Marquess. of Crewe, copies of tivo 
telegrams from Sir W. Townley in reply, and to state that Sir E. Grey worl bo glad 
to receive his Lordship’s views on the contents of these documentect 

Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET, 


ee 


(23787) No. 206, 
India Ogice to Foreign Ofice-—(Reevived May 24.) 


THE UnderSecretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Scorotary of State for Foreign Adairs, and forwards heruwith, Tor the information of 
the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, datell the 23h May, 1913, 
regarding the arms traflic in the Persian Gulf, 


India Office, May 24, 1913, 
——————— 


Enelosure in No, 206, 


Government of India to the Marquise of Creve, 


(Telegraphic.) P, May 23, 1918, 
ARMS trafic. ; 
lease rofor to my tologram of 23rd April regarding British subjeote implicated 
Toharcit trafic. The telegram sent by Foroign Office to His Majesty's er, 
Tagan, on. the 13th instant has been repeated to us by the Resident, Beehive hee 
differentiation between B amd those of any Indian State or Princo. in 
U; ‘ernment is not understood by ius, For the purposes of 
} 1889, and of the Persian Coast and Islands Ord 
included in tho term “British subject,” 
them. ‘The uncertainty of the legal pos 
ion in the case of Afghan subjeots, 
th October, 1909, to the India Of 
nee been drawn, we consider in the ci 
also the consular officor at Yerd inight act 


———_———— ee ee 


(23788) No, 297, 


Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived May 24.) 
(No, 210.) 
(Telegraphic) 2. Pehvan, May 24, 1913, 

EAVESD ews from Shiraz je loa reassuring, and there would appear to be 
eason to {car that more peaceful situation lately prevailing there may be detarbea, 

{ate illhani, who has left Shiraz, secretly, seems to be bent on elimang to tere 
{or Soulet by creating rumour of tribal diferences among Kashgal, Betta se 
roferts that he cannot succeed without the support of the Goverament, which T olen, 
{0 be well disposed towards Soulet. I have advised Bakhtiari khane: who support the 
late ilkhani, and they have promised to use their good offices in persuading him to 
desist from attitude, 


+ No. 260, + Nos 279 and va0, 
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Troubles have also occurred at Shiraz, which, it is feared, may cause Shebani 
Arab tribe to cause disturbances. This tribe is now located east of Sivend,* on the 
Tspahan-Shiraz road, to the safety of which they are a constant menace. The 
Governor-General, after consulting the major commanding the gendarmerie and 
the British consul, lias decided that operations should be undertaken against the tribe 
at once by the gendarmerie detachment now at Sivend, on their way to Shiraz. Force 
of 100 gendarmes and some sowars, under Daria Begi, commander of the Governor 
Gonoral’s forces, has been sent from Shiraz to strengthen detachment, intention being 
to secure complete submission of the Shebani and protect road from their 
depredations. 


(28808) Bete 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived May 24, 


(No. 211.) 
(Telegraphic) Tehran, May 

YOUR telogram No, 244 of 23rd May: Resignation of Minister for’ Fore 
Affairs, 

Tid not trouble you with the question of resignation of Minister for Forei 
Atairs because I found it could be patched up by means of compromise. I had long 
private conversation with Minister for Foreign Affairs on 20th May and persuaded him 
to return to the Cabinet. He agreed to do this, and has carried out his promise, but 
ho represented that his health would not allow him to continue in view of the constant 

yoce Of opinion with Ninsed-Dowleh, He owned that his nervous condition made 
him speak hastily, and he attributes all the troubles which had arisen to the actions of 
the Russian Logation and consuls. ‘Their interference |-Dowleh’s arrange- 
monts is constant, he said, and as the sedium through which representations had. to 
pass he had to bear all the brunt of the Prince's displeasure, 

At my Russian colleague's earnest instigation I sent Smart to see Ain-ed-Dowleh 
with the Russian dragoman, ‘The Prince listened patiently to what Smart had to say 
nd then turned upon the Russian dragoman and accused the legation of being the 

ause of all the trouble hecause they were unable to coutrol their consuls and had not 
cintied out the promises made to him when he consented to take office. 

‘Che Minister for Voreign Affairs’ health is most unsatisfactory, and he really does 
require a change and treatment abroad, He will not remain in the Cabinet unless he 
allowed to take leave siow. Mlases-Sultanch would act for him. His Exeellenc 
ight also ho very useful in seeing the Regentf and I think much good might result i 
he saw you and the Russian Minister for Boreign Affairs before returning to Tehran, 
He is uiuch the most able and enlightened Persian politician of the present day, though 

aus you know, not believed to be incorruptible, 

‘The Regent is always pressing for some responsible Minister to go and see him. 
He proposes that he should ‘ny him to London and St, Petersburgh to arrange 

‘ous questions, all to be subsequently referred to the Cabinet here. haye replied 
that neither your tine nor that of the Russian wer for Foreign Affairs could. be 
wasted ou discussing matters which would he subsequently referred here, that there 

‘ho questions in i sullicienty: ed stage to he so treated, and that the Regent 
would have deservedly cold reception in London and St. Peters 

Exchange of views with Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs would be different 
matter, and there is nothing so pressing that makes it enient to. stagnate 

icially for three or four months under Ma-es-Sultaneh as Acting Minister for Foreign 


Nin-el-Dowleh only took office under strong pressure on the part of 
M. Poklewsky, «aid insisted. on Vossnk’s inclusion im the Cabinet, Tt seems to me 
incredible that his Highuess should be moving spirit of intrigues in “ Habl-ul-Matin,” 
which has consistently attacked the Vossuk and his brother for some time past on the 
score of their subservieney to tivo Powers, especially Russia, 

(Repeated to St, Petersburgh.) 


* About 60 tiles north of Shiraz. 


(23343) 


Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Ot 3 

. bn Re ‘oreign Ofice, May) 24, 1913. 
T AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 20th instant, relative to the murder by Persian subjects at Paoun of 
certain subjects of the Sheikh of Abu Thabi. A 
Tam to inform you in reply that Sir E.Groy concurs in the proposal of the 
Marquess of Crowe to approve the suggestion of the Government of India with regard 
‘o the payment to be made to the sheikh, and that the claim against the Persian 
Jovernmnent in connection with this case will be borne in mind, and pressed on them 
ag epportnity offers. 
am, however, to add that there is but little likelihood of the Persian Government 
being able to find the required sum for some time to come, oo 

Tam, &e. 
W. LANGLEY, 





(22311) No. 300. 


Foreign Office to India Osi. 
Sir, Foreic i 24,1913 
“ Ae ‘oreign Osteo, May 24, 1913, 

sited ah iteted by 8 Tatay Sir Bdwanl (rey to acknowledge the weenipt of your 

he 13th instant relative to the selection of a site for the t louse 

under provision for the Persian Gulf, Betas 

Lam to inform you in reply that, subject to the consent of th i 

i ply that, of the Lords Commissioners 

of the Admiralty, to whom, as Sir E. Grey notes, a copy of your letter has beon 

{Qiumunicated, ho eoncurs in the proposal of the Marquess of Creve to inform the 

Government of India immediately that Little Quoin has been selected us the site of the 

lighthouse and that work may proceed accordingly. 

A copy of this letter has been communicated to the Admiralt 


Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(23809) No. 301. 


@ oy Sir W. Townley to Sir Edicard Grey—(Received May 25.) 
‘Telograph Teliran, May 25, 1913, 


pondence with admiral and 


) 
sovel ES Maiesty's agent at Bushirw has been in. corresp 
Government of India reganting expedition against. ‘Tangistan const villages. jn 


connection with piracy by the inhabitants in 1911 on a Debai pearling bon vhi 
coupe a in 1911 on a Debit pearling boat for which 
Action has been delayed (1) for fear of interference with w 
gendarmerie officers at Bushire, who were recuiting in the hinterlan 
from Shiraz of Central India Horse, 
lan of action is t0 appear off the Tangistan coast and sequester any saili 
belonging to the villages from Dilwar to, Karri This having been done, aed 
would be warned that boats would be detained up to one mouth pending payment of 
cenpensation demanded for the Debai piracy and surrender of the culprits or payment 
cata le compensation in lieu of surrender. Failing payment, boats to be sold or 
Boats would be removed to Bushire 
local objections to their presence at Bushi 
and watched 


; ork of the Swedish 
hinterland (2) by the descent 


“Wo, 2 
‘Local horizon is now clear, and senior nayab officer and I are now ready to act 
Rance i 2t, course very important that inkling of our plans does not leak out t0 
agian : advance. On the receipt of permission from your Excellency, and 
629) 
t 36 





Government of India, to go ahead, we propose that two of His Majesty's ships should 
locate themselves off ‘Tangistan coast to make sure that no dhows come away, and that 
then come here. I would thereupon inform Governor of our 
vy of sending representative or Persian vessel to 
ments acting in co-operation. At that stage 

Id also warn Persian Government. For the present all we need is 

to proceed on the above lines. 
essed to Minister; repeated to India with reference to my telegram 

». 1217, and admiral)” 





(23909) No, 302. 


Sir P, Bertie to Sir Baieard Grey—(Reeeived May 26.) 

265. 
Sir , Paris, May 24, 1913. 

WITH reference to your telegram No. 206 of the 19th instant and your despatch 
No. 311 of the 1th instant, I have the honour to acquaint vou that the Regent of 
Porsia called at the Russian Embassy to-day by appointment. ‘The Russian Ambassador 
anc [had a conversation with His Highness on the subject of the desire of the Persian 
Government that he should return to Tehran, I enclose herein an account of the 


nent 
would create unnecessary: delay, 
consent of the. I 
ascertain for himself their 
ti co of a Persian ( 
constitutional to do 50, 
Thave, &e. 
FRANCIS BERTIE, 
Enclosure in No, 802. 
Record of Converantion drain up by M. Isvolaky. 


NOUS venons diavoir, VAmbassadenr d’Angleterr: Régent et moi, ane 
conversation au cours de laquelle Nasr-ul-Malk nous a déclaré eo qui stiit -— 


Il, lo Régent, est tout prot A remplir le désir des deux Cabinets et de rentrer 
‘Téheran pour y collab ne par le passé avec la Russie 
Vamdlionution de état de choses on Perse. Mais pour « 
résultats pratiques, et pour quill ne se retrouve pas 
avaientanotive son départ i eroit indispensable de s able i Londres ett 
Suint-Pétersbourg pour ¥ conférer avec les denx Gonvernements sur les di 
questions i résoutre, Le Cabinet persan lui a fait savoir nicomment 4) 
tait prot A venir AP Ini; Nasr-ul-Mulk ponse qu'il 
nilispensable que ee me tre en route immédiatement, 
ses conférences av 


Lie majorite du 
Londies et 5 


ms lui donner 
iouverniements russe ot anglais, tout en étant pret a co desir, 
est sir davance daller auctevant tin échec, Nous avons, Sir F, Bertie et moi, 
répondi a Nasr-ul-Mulk que nous transinettrons ses declarations & nos 
rospectifs, * 





[23810] No. 301%, 
Sir W. Touenley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived May 25.) 


(No 214) 
(Telegraphic. Tehran, May 25, 1913, 

WITH reference to correspondence ending with your telegram’ Noe 110 at ToL 
Bank” ance of a ten-year mint contruet concluded between Shuster and the Imperial 
Bank of Persn Seki manner of Bank of Persia now inorins ino that a contragt 
conferring a monopoly to coin silver upon the Russian Bank ia 0 th 
geutering. monopoly p ‘ussian Bank is actually before the 

Undor this contmet Russian Bank is grauted the sole right to import silver for 
goinage at the mint from 14th July next for an indefinite period. ‘Tht te say, the 
date of termination of contract is not filed in, but the Treasurer-Ceneral fella ne 'thee 
itis intended to run until 2ist Mareh, 1915, 

Negotiations. for this contract have been going on for a long time.’ Russian 
Minister. pressed it very hard before his departure without success, sed. mw manager 
She bank and Russian Charge dAffuires are redoubling their efforta, apparently os 
the Treasurer-General tells me, because the manager, who is about to leas fee 
St. Petersburgh, hiopes to got pr nif he can arrive with the contract in 


: that such a contract would be 
r ersia’s conovssion, under which itis clearly necessary 
t to import silver in order to be in a condition to niaintain thy 
bullion reserve exacted under their note of issue contract, 
jens it uot for strong pressure being exerted in favour of Russian Bank by the 
Russian Legation, I should not cousider that it was iny. business to mel 
question, but, under the circumstances, T have asked ‘Tronsure 
pending tho receipt of your instruction, 
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(24092) No. 303. 


India Office to Foreign Of 





—(Received May 26.) 





Sir, Tidia Office, May 24, 1913, 

T AM directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to forward, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram that has 
been received from the Government of India regarding the establishment of a post office 
at Henjam. The correspondence referred to therein was sent to your department on 
the 18th March last. 

With Sir E, Grey's concurrence the Marquess of Crewe would approve the Govern- 
ment of India’s proposal. 






















Tam, &e, 
‘T. W. HOLDERNESS, 


Enclosure in No. 303. 





Government of India to the Marquess of Creu 




























(Velegraphic.) P. May 9, 1913, 
POST OFFICE at Henjam. 
Please see letter of 9th Febr 

which copy was enclosed in my Fi 

Thattesttcuanrmenvelpesvotice onal 

our hold on it, and in order to antici} 

interference by Belgians. 600 rupee: 





paragraph 12, from Resident, Persian Gulf, of 
ign Secretary's letter of 20th idem. We agree 
land is desirable both as means of strengthening 
ate a Persian office being opened, with consequent 
num would be maximum cost of a branch 

f put in charge of a telegraph of Union rates should, we think, be changed, 
Tt is reported by the Resident that Persian postmaster at Bunder Abbas has been 
ving to make arrangements for postal duties to be performed by customs officials at 
Henjam, though Persian authorities hw anigiey enn reraccoes We hope 
that our proposal will receive your Lor pproval and would request that your 
ordors nay be communicated by telegraph to avoid delay in taking the necessary steps. 






































(24053) No. 304. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 26.) 








(No, 2 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 26, 1913. 

PERSIA, 

Your telegram of the 23rd M. 
I should, first of all, wish to make it quite clear that 1 am not suggesting any 
alteration of the existing status quo unless the return of the ex-Shah should compel us 
to such a step, a contingency which at the present moment appears more remote than 
vas th e when my despatch No, 64 of the 17th March was written. 
. Our legitimate predominant position in the neutral zone would not, in my. 
opinion, be sulliciently guaranteed by any assurances which Russia might make, 
should we agree to the restoration of Mohamed Ali. ‘The fact that the manager of the 
ank at Ispahan has recently been given the management of the Zil’s 
properties with the approval of the Russian Government and with the knowledge and 
support of M. Poklewsky, but without His Majesty’s Legation being told anything 
about the transaction, lends additional weight to the above argument. The Russian 
Government recently stated that, should an expedition be sent against Salar-ed-Dowleh, 
they might be compelled to send a military force to protect Russian interests, ic., 
Persian properties under Russian protection. It is thus abundantly clear what Russian 
protection of the Zil’s properties may also mean at some future date. 

3, Thad the formation of two entirely idependent Persias in my mind when w 
my despatch above referred to, and it seems to me that, if the non-existence of a 
coterminous frontier would he somewhat fictitious under such conditions, it would still 
be less of a reality than a common frentier which actual partition of the country would 
bring into existence, 













































a should A tiaristan, Fars, Kerma 
1 tip to the present frontier of t ril zone towards Aighauistai 
lotment gave Russia more than her fair share of Persia, aud, though I 
fain aware that the above composition of Southern Persia would leave to Russia very 
litde of the neutral zone, itis only if Russia insists upon the return of Mohamed Alt 
that a readjustment of spheres will become necessary, She should therefore he 
prepared to pay a good price for her puppet, for whom there is no demand in Persia. 
When T discussed with A, Poklowsky the hypothetical possibility of a partition of 
Porsit at some time or other he appeared to be of the opinion that his Government 
wwould be sitisfied to see their sphere rounded off by the inclu 
all the cd and Ispahan (excluding Bakhitiarista i 
Tate, th ess being. in no 
owing to the deplorable condition of the 
sontliern trade rout atral 
ono will become the greater according as her influence is given time to extend 
southwards, 





(24149) 


Sir F, Bertic to Sir Bdicard Groy—(Received May 27.) 
(No. 269.) 
Sin, rari, May 20, 1913. 
T HAVE the honon, with reference to your despatch No, 180 of the 13th 

ustnit to you herewith copy of a note from the French Minister for Fore 
Affairs stating that le Tearns that the projected journ 
Vico lias not taken place is ulikely that it will do so this year, 

Thave, &e. 
FRANCIS BERTIE, 


Lnelosnre in No 
Note communicated to Sir F. Bertie by M. Pichon 


LE Département des. Atuire gros niavait pas inanqué, suivant le dési 
¢xprinié lo 15 mars dernier par PAAmbassadeur do Sa Majesté. britannique le 
Service deka Sire rale (exe r les partisans de 
Ai ot do Te renseigner an eas oft Panefen Schuh ¢tabli 
wrritoive 

M. Pielion  Thonneur de faire connaitre & son Excellenc 
Waprvs les inforniations qui lui sont parventies, le voyage pro 

ah Mohammed Alin pas eu Tien et ne se réatisera sans dont 

Se. 


Paris, lo 24 mai, 113, 





(24238) No. 806. 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Received May 27. 


India Ofice, May 2 

cuowledue the receipt of your letter of the 20th instant 

regarding the ‘Trans-Persian Rails i i, if after the very full 

sideration whieh the subj xd from the Sub-Committee of the Committee of 

Imperial Defence in t the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs now 

thinks itadvisable to refer it to another body, the Secretary of State for India will 

raiso no objection, and will send a representative to the mecting on the 20th instant 

Ho understands that the duty of the Interdepart 

the correspondence in the light of the decision already reached by His Majest 


Government. 
Tam, &. 
‘'T, W. HOLDERNESS. 
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(24520) No. 307. 


Précis of Telegram from Ottoman Minister for Roreign Affaires to Hakki Pasha — 
(Communicated by Hakki Pasha, May 27.) 


L'AMBASSADE de Russie insiste aussi bien pour le sud que pour le nord de 
Zohab. On r'admet qu'ane petite rectification en notre faveur pré’s de la rividre 
Khuadul et du mont Yindimo. D'aprés ta ligne qu'on nous indique, nous dev’ 
cider dassez-vastes territoires, entro autres, le Moukata-a dle Naphte pris de la riviere 
(ou ean) Naphte, aux environs de Mendéli, qui rapporte actuellement au ‘Trésor un 
revenu annuel assez important, Nous devions an moins garder le statu quo actucl au 
sud de Zohab; tel est Ie tracé qui le délimite, 


1g) 
traverse les sommicts des moutagnes Koucrig et Kéléchovan, 
Nous nous attendions & des compensations promises au nord et au sud de Zohab, 
‘ai pas besoin dle faire ressortir In situation difficile of Ia demande de. cossions 
nitoriales au sud de Zolab met le Gouvernement Impérial, Nous attendons 
instamment votre réponse. 





(24331) No, 308. 


Sir G, Loucther to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Reeeived May 27.) 
(No. 247.) 
(Telegraphic.) Constantinople, May 27, 1913, 
YESTERDAY the Russian Ambassador and I had conversations with the Grand 


ier, who stated that. our Proposals in the Zohab districts axe unacceptable, His 


Highness showed himself inclined to maintain his demands in northern part, and in the 
south desires territory west of following Ii 


From Kuretu along the road as far as north end of main ridge of Ak Dagh 
Mountains, then past Kale Sabze to Kani Biz, on Elvend River. Erom this point line 
to run (see sheet 6 of reduced identic map) through letter U of Zeynelkous through 
letter G of Tebia Sourkh and G of Guerra due south to Deshti KourmaRiver, which 
it follows to the Jebel Hamrine Mountains and along that range to Mandoli: 


As regards northern part, I understand that Tam authorised to negotiate a line in 
agreement with the Russian Ambassador, 

As to the part south of Kuretu River, his Highness appears to have been informed 
that this lin bed above, represents the actual statue quo, and the Russian 


asawhole. ; 
Perhaps in agreeing to Grand Vivier’s requirements south of Kuretu, which 
village he also desires to obtain, we may abate some of his domands farther north, 
"Russian Ambassador has Sclegraplied in foregoing sense to his Government, 
of have communicated to his Excellency substance of your telegram No, 220 
of 2ist May. 





[1629] 
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(23808) No. 309. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 











(Telegraphic) Foreign Office, May 27, 1913. 
YOUR telegram No, 211 of 24th May: Resignation of Vossuk-ed-Dowleh, 
Tconenr i nd would be willing to receive Persian Minister for Foreign 






Thavo, as you are aware, urged the Regent to return to Persia direct. 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 42 








[23809] No. 310. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, May 27, 1913. 

x Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith, to be 
laid ‘before the Marquess of Crewe, a copy ofa telegram from His Majesty's Minister at 
‘Tel 1 the despatch of an expedition against the coast villages of Tangistan 
in connection with an act of piracy committed by the inhabitants on a Dehai pearling 
boat in 1911,* for which no compensation has been obtained. 

r B, Grey would propose, subject to his Lordship's concurrence, to inform 
. Townley that the suggested action is approved. 
Tam, &e. 


LOUIS MALLET. 





[23810 
Sir L. Mallet to Sir T. Jackson. 


Dear Sir Thomas Jackson, Foreign Office, May 27, 1918, 

IN the course of our conversation on the 2nd April last year, you said that you 
would consult your colleagues of the Imperial Bank of Persia and write a letter 
regarding the Mint contract between the Persian Government and the bank, about 
which the Russian Government complained to us. 

We have, however, received nothing fr you exeept a short letter dated the 
17th April, 1912, stating that the matter w: the subject of correspondence 
with of ma ¢ Tehran, 

iv Edward Grey now ived a telegram from Sir W. Townley to the effect, 
that he lea manager at Tehran that a contiact is now before the 
Cabinet for conferring on the Russian Bank a monopoly to coin silver. 

This contract would grant to the Russ the sole right to import silver for 
coinage at the Mint from 4th July iiext for an indefinite p , that is, that the date 
of termination of the contract is not i in, though Sir W. Townley has been told 
that it is intended to run until 21st March, 1915, 

Apparently the manager of the Russian Bank is making every effort to succeed, as 
he hopes to yet promotion if he can arrive at St. Peter ‘matte he is soon 
proceeding —with the contract signed. 

Mr. Brown has told Sir W. Townley that he thinks such a contract would violate 
the conceasion of the Imperial Bank, as under that document it. is necessary for you to 
he able to import silver in order to be in a position to maintain the necessary bullion 

erve under your note of issue contract. 

sir W, Townley has asked the treasurer-general to suspend action pending the 

pt of Sir E. Grey's instructions, and I shall be glad if you will call here one 
afternoon soon to discuss the matter. 


Yours sincerely, 
LOUIS MALLET, 











(24474) No, 313t, 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Ofice.—(Received May 28.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
May 27, 191 

| BEG to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the Tht instant on the subject 
of the impending negotiations with the Sheikh of Mohaimerah for emission to 

for oil in his territory, and note Sir Edward Grey's views on the procedure 

cli it was proposed to follow 

| have submitted these views to my board, and I am desired to say that in the 
circumstances they are willing to fallin with’ the wishes expressed and to act on 
the lives indicated in your letter of the 12th ultimo and of that now under reply, 
Teaving the question of the amount of royalty to be paid to be settled ata later date, 

Uhie they do in cousideration of the assurance given by Tis Majesty's Government 
that they will be prepared, in order to protect the interests of our company, to give 
‘un assurance to tho effect that His Majesty's Government will make every effort. to 
cnauro that 1 satisfactory arrangement based on a payment to the sheikh of « 
Herontage on the net profits derived from the oil produced in bis territory is arrived 
at, but on the distinct understanding, howover, that this percentage will not in any 

 vxcued that paid to the Baklitiart chiefs, viz, 3 per cent é 

‘As iu the case of the arrangement with tho Bakhtiari chiofs, the participation of 
tho slcikh in the net profits should be secured by his being allotted 3 per cent. of the 
shares in a company to be formed to work the oil-bearing laud in his territory, aud 
this should he made a stipulation when the permission to bore is obtained. % 

Lan further desired by my board to state that, whilst falling in with the views 
of Tis Majesty's Government in this matter, they do. so without. prejudice to thelr 
rights under the concession they hold from thé Persian Government, and in the hope 
that His Majesty's Government will, in pursuance of the procedure sugested 
Sir George Barclay in the telegram referred to in your letter of the 19th January, 1911, 
‘whon the time comes for payment of royalty to the Persian Governnient, see their 
way to louding their support to our cowpany: in making a deduction from such 
royalty of any amounts due to the Bakhtiari chiefs and to the sheikh, 

7 Thave, &. 
GREENWAY, Manaying Director. 





(1629) 3 Ht 


211B 


celui d'une des plus grandes maisons de Londres, et de ses coparticipants, a notifio sa 
fondation  son’Excellence M. le Ministre de Perse & Pais, enle print dion fnew part 
son Gouvernement. 

La Tponse transmise par son Excellence Samad Khan Momtaz-oe-Saltanch, 

mmettant de présumer un favorable accueil de la part du Gouvernement, dG 
Hclalesté Te Schab, In soviété s'udrease en toute confianes A votre Excellence pour 
chtenir les autorisations, facilités et titres qui Iui serout écessaires afin de mene 
bien Ventreprise définie par ses statuts, 

Dans sa pensée, cette oeuvre sera, dis le début, avantagouse d [Empire de Perso, 
en développant, au profit de ses populations, de son industre, de son conmnerce, de cog 
sol et de son administration elle-méme, les ressoureas de toute nature que Tabsonce die 
grandes voies de communication laisse auyjourd’hui inutiisées, 

A cet effet, nous prions votre Excellence de nous faire aceorde 


1 Las Autorisations néeessires pour les études et les travaux prépuratoites pour 
Jn construction d'un chemin de fer traversant la Perse du nond-oueat au sud-cat eq 
passant par Téhéran ; 

2. Une eption an profit de notre société pour la concession de evtte ligne, dans une 
forme susceptible de yarantir los intéréts engayés, 


Ggalement nécessaire dassurer 2 la société la possibilité de s'ontendse 
ultériourement avec le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté le Schal, aur les embranchomerta 
qui, apres dlaboration du, traeé, conformément aux études et travaux. susmentionnée 
Seruient jugés indispensables’ au bon fouetionement de ly ligne projetée, et. ng 
développement économique des régions traversées. Los ombraiichomencs.pourtaient 
tre définis a’ lus précise au fur ot A mesure de Vachbvement des étides, 
de garantir les intérdts du tratie 

sans entente préalable avec 
de Ia ligne principale et des 


embranchements. 


Les trois Gouvernements. dont les natiouaux se sout unis pour fonder la Booisté 


ternationale d'Etudes ont bion voulu assumer la thche de. présonter, par ly vote 
diplomatique, notre, requéte au Gouvernement. Impérial ot den recommander Tobset 
§ Sou plus bienveillant examen. Un si haut patronage inapiner sana ‘done 4 
VAdministration persine toute confiance dans lo suects de nos efforts, aielle ooeece s 
eeveourager., Nous pouvons, dds slors, nous bomer & lui offir Pasturance que notre 
Aésir Hegitime de mener & bien une grande entreprise se confond avo Tenbiting 
Clapporter ila Parse des éléments nouvenux de prosperité ot dagie pour son plus grind 
profit. 
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(24441) No. 313°, 
Sir W. B. Garatin to Foreign Ofice.—(Received May 28.) 


i 8, Bishopsgate, London, May 27, 1913, 
SOCIBTE d’Rtudes du Chemin de Fer transpersan. ‘ 

ee writing to you on the 21st instant we have received from Paris a 
communication, copy of which I have the honour to enclose. iy. 

Tn the absence of recent information from the Foreign Office, the British group are 
tinable to form nn opinion as to the procedure to be adopted, but they venture to hope 
that they my shortly be plneed in a position to continue discussions in Paris with their 
French and Tusa aaodates in ordee to anive steele ate various questions 
pending in regard to this society. 
ee 5 Thave, &e, 

W. F. GARSTIN. 


nclosure 1 in No, 3 


M. Raindre to Sir W. B. Garatin. 


M. le Président et chor Colldgue, Paris, lo 24 mai, 19 
AINSI que vous le saver, le comité de direction a accepté, dans su réunion du 
1 ‘murs dernier, les amendements proposés par le groupe anglais au texte de la requéte 
que la Société internationale devait. présenter au Gouvernement persan pour solliciter 
Jes autorisntions ot titres nécessaires A Yaccomplissement de son autre, 
4+ comits 0 plagait, & ce moment, dans Vhypothdse ot la. société enverrait une 
‘mission pour porter st requéte A Tera. Depuis lors, Ie Gouvernement russe nous a 
donng Te conseil demprunter Ia voie diplomatique pour faire valoir nos demandes, et il 
‘uous promis lo concours et appui que comporterait, en ce qui le concerne, adoption 
dle cette procédure, Tl nous a, en outre, fait savoir que, pour donner satisfaction aux 
serupules du Gouvernement britannique, il consentait &'ee que, dans notre demande 
feutait as Pootra dane ten globale, il ne fit rien spécifié touchant le traeé & 
adopter, MS 
Lei Gouvernarian) an ua nous a erialement ‘visds quil s'associait au Gouverne- 
ment rise quant aux eonseis et atix promesses dap rapportés ci-desss. 
Enis, nous avons regu, dans des conditions qui ne laissent gudre subsister de doute, 
tion que si le Gouvernement, britant ‘ re arrété ses vines sur 
toutes les quostions posses an sujet de notre société, il serait, du moins, accord. 
les deux autres Gonvernements intéressés en ce qui touche les points sus- 
ionnds, o 
Nous prévoyons, dds lors, un prochain envoi au Gouvernement yoran de a requéte 
ont Ia rédaction a été dgja adloptée, mais dont le dernier paragraphe a été modifié par 
le comité de direction, dans sa séance du 23 mai, pour tenir compte du changement de 
procedure qui niows a été snggér, Vous trouverez ce document et joint, i 
Dans notre pensée, un exemplaire authenique de hs requéte devrait dtre prochaine- 
ment config } chiaeun des trois Gouvernements et transmis par eux & leur Iégation 
i in, qui serait chargée d’en assurer la remise au Gouverneme: 
en Taccompagnant des recommandations convenes. 
Nous atperoneaparaidie prochainement que ce mode dopérer aura obtenu & 
Landes Tahsin qui it ext sh nequiae A Pari ot & Sefnt Peter pour. 
Veuillez, ko, 
RAINDRE. 


Enclosure 


Phe Societe W'Ktwdex to the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


M, le Mi 2. 
UA Société internationale d'Etudes du Chemin de Fer transpersan, qui sest 
® aivee le concours des principaux dtablissements financiers frauicais vt russes et avec 
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(24430) No, 312. 


Admiralty to Foreign fice —(Reccived May 28,) 


Sir, \dmiralty, May 27, 1913, 

WITH reference to your letter of the 18th ultimo and: subsequent earrespondece 
respecting the lighting and defence of the entranes to tho Persian, Gell Tae 
commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to request that ycu_will 
inform the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs that they concur thay fron o 
havigational point of view Musandim would not be as good a position for the traht 
we Tie Quoin. The channel between the islands appears not to bo 80 genenly 
eel as that north of the Quoins, and on Little Quoin it would serve equally dor het, 
The considerations which led to tho suggestion that Musandiin should he selected ty 
the ite are (as explained in Admiralty letter of the Ist instant) not immediately 
uplicable, aud my Lords have therefore no objection to the Little Quoin sito being 
adhered to. 

2, 1 am to add, with reference to a suggestion asto tho lighting of Kishm contained 
ina telegram from Sir P. Cox enclosed in Sir W. Townley's despatch No 19 ct the 
“ad January, that the light buoy off Kishm appears to be already. on orden ‘ie 
ight on Kish Point itself would seem to he of litle use, as it would he ebseured 
PE Lara overa very large are. ‘The north-east point of Larak would be vory mech 
better, but of eourse would not bo equally useful fromm a stratogieal point of viet 

4. A copy of this letter has been sent to the India Office, 

Tam, &e, 
0, MURRAY, 


(24505) No, 31 





Mr. Greenway to Foreign Ofiee,—(Receivel May 28.) 


Winelicstor House, Ola Broad Street, London, 
May 27, 1913, 
to acknowledge with, thanks recoipt of your lotter of the 2lat instant 
noguning our negotiations for a mining concession in Souther Porsia, advising teetipt 
of a telegram from His Majesty's consul-general at Bushito on the subj 
T note that Sir P. Cox reports that he has reecived a copy of an. advanco note 
Ir. Tipper on the geology and minerals in the neighbourhood of Kerman, 
that, according to his researches, there aro no mineral deposits. of 
commercial value in Kerman: 
fi the absence, however, of any indication as to the actual localities visited by 
Mz. Tipper, this information does. aiot enable us to come to a final decision ae tothe, 
i eforw we have instructed Mr, Maclean to proceed 
isis of his telegram of the 19th instant. 
Tam, &e, 
©. GREENWAY, 





(24496) 


(No, 216.) 
(Telegraph Teheran, May 28, 1913, 
THE Butish consul-general at Ispalian reports thav the wife of the managor of the 
Russian Bank is stated to have recently returned from St. Petersburgh withs some o¢ 
(0.0001, which is to be devoted to the work of bringing the hoad.waters of tho Karn 
Tigey from Jardikuh into the Zayandeh Rad, near Ispaban, for purposes of irrigation 
Tihs lady conducted the negotiatious connected with the Zil-esSultan's proger 
Yeported in my telegram No. 185 of 2nd May. 
The notables of Tspahan have also approached the Persian Government with a view 


{6 securing such a concession, and have asked Messrs. Lynch's agent here to lond them 
engineer to make sury 





pital. His Excellency 
ide quite clear that 
withdrawal of the waters 


f you approve. 
ied to Ispahan and Bushire.) 





No. 315, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received May 28.) 
) ran, May 28, 1913. 
RETURN of Sipahdar is jovernment circles, but 1 am 


of opinion that he of ereating trouble. In'a conve 
sation which I have just had with him he spoke in friendly terms of the Cabinet. 





(24529) 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recvived May 28,) 
(No, 218.) 
(elegraphie,) Tehvan, May 28, 1913, 
MY telegram No, 202 of 16th May: Salar-ed-Dowleh, 
lar having seized customs at Bendergez and Meshedisar, 
ws telegraphed to Russian consul at Astrabad to, take posses 
1 military foree and to secure F customs operations on behalf of 
1 Government, sitice the reo urity for Russian loans, 
It would appear that this net y, and it is to be hoped that 
Russian consul will obey, Belgian eustor have received 
treatment at haids of Salar’s: bi that Russian agents hav 
red them no assistance, but have on contrary encouraged Salat's nulhunc te 
Bakhitiari expedition against Salar is now leavi 





(23909) 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr, O'Beirne, 


(olegeaphic.) Foreign Office, May 28, 1913. 
MY telogran) No, 247 of 27th May to 1 Regent of Pei 
Regent of Persia recently exprossed Majesty's rat Pais and his 


Russian colleague his ww Tondon sind St. Petersburgh with Persian Minister 
for Foreign Affairs hefore returning to Pers 

T propose to instruct Sir F. Bertio to inform his Highness—when Russian 
Ambossndor is similarly iusteucted—that at this juncture I have no time to receive 
him and that two legations consider his presouce at Tehran to be $0 iinperative that 
hho would lo well tovreturn there forthyvith after secing. Porsia for Foreign 
Affairs, 

Xow shiould inform Minister for Foreign Affairs, and enquire whether he concurs 

(Repeated to Teliran, No, 248, aud Paris, No. 
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(24092) No. 318. 
Foreign Office to India Offic. 


Sir, Foreign Ogice, May 28, 1913. 
1 AM directed by Scoretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge tho receipt of your 
letter of the 24th instant regarding the establishment of a post ollie at Henfum, 
Tam to request you, in reply, to inform the Marquess of Crewe that he coneurs 
in his Lordship’s suggestion to approve the Government of Tata's proposal 
am, &e, 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(24599) No, 319. 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Porcign Ofice-—(Received May 20.) 


Sir, 

1 BEG to enclose copy of a letter from His 

Walpole, our representatiy 
‘our oilfields by the 

Apparently Capt 
nication with Sir Pere 
steps His Maj 

Thave, &e, 
©. GREENWAY, 


Managing Director, 
ee 
Enolosure in No. 819, 


Consul Haworth to Mr. Walpole. 


dear Walpole, Molianmeraly, April 15, 1913, 
GREY has taken up the question of the safety of the stall of tiv bilsields in caso 
they should ever be in danger. 
iders it certain that the Kubgelu will be obstreperous this year, and 
jnst within the bounds of possibility that they might conceive the uten ny 
il-ields for the sake of loot and to get back on to the Bakhtiarie white 


‘The protection of property by the present staff would appear impossible, as it is 
poread over a large area, “The staff themselves if properly armed could hol cat till 
help arrived, 

‘Where is a position on an isolated hill on pable of 

Ti aud 


has 
Tow propose going into the question also, 


Yours sincorely, 
L. HAWORTH, 





(24641) No. 320. 
India Ofiee to Foreign Ofice.—(Reccived May 20.) 


Sir, India Office, May 28, 1913. 
IN reply to your letter of the 27th instant, Iain directed by tho Scerstary of Stato 
for Tndia to sas that he coucurs in the iustructions which the Secretary af State nee 
Tarcign AMfairs proposes to givo to His Majesty's Mininter, Tehran, regarding the 
despatch of an expedition against the villages on the coast of Tangistan itreonmeotte, 
with the piracy committed on a Debai boat in 1911, 
Tam, &e. 


'T. W. HOLDERNESS, 
[1629] ar 








(24666) 
Paper communicated by Sir T Jackson May 29. 
(1) 
Memorandum for the Chairman, May 29, 1913, 


1, TRANSLATION of a telegram received from the acting chief manager of the 
bank in ‘Tehran on the 21st May, 1013. 

1a, Mz. Wood's letter, dated the 22nd May, 1919. 

2. Copy of Mint contract, dated the 27th November, 1911, for ten years from the 
22hd March, 1912, 

3, Memorandum left by Sir'Thomas Jackson at the Foreign Office on the 4th March, 
1910, with copies of lettors referred to therei 

‘The contract now suggested referred to in the ‘Tehran telegram of the 2Ist May, 
1913, would, if granted, he— 


(1.) An infringement of the Mint eontract concluded with the bank by Mr. Shuster 
ander full autho 

(2) Would violate the bank's eoncos 

(3,) Would imperil. the value of the b it would not be in a 
Position to import bar silver to maintain the necessary metallic reserve against its i 
of notes. 


In the year 1903 the Banque d’Esconpte de Perse attempted to issue bank notes, 
seo our letter to the Foreign Office of the 28th October, 190%, Foreign Office letter to 
the bank of the 7th December, and the bank's letter to the Foreign Office dated. the 
17th December, 1903, ‘The coucluding paragraph of the last mentioned read -—- 


“Should our monopoly of note issue be successfully challenged, desied, and broken 
‘own, it will be necessary to reconsider the position of the Imperial Bank in Porsia, 
and to invite THis Majesty’s Government to support. our just. demand for adequate 
compensation, the amount of whieh only experts can detormine.”” 


(2) 
Tranatation of Vetegram rvceteed from Telran A 


Received from Ministry confidentially. copy Mint contract submitted 
Persian Goverment hy Hanque i Bseoingte de Perse, date from 14th duly, 1013, 
perfoil in blank otherwise sane conditions as our ten years contract except 1 per mille 
instead of Ath pe i ‘s ; 

The eh ager had an interview with Jritish Minister. We are writing 
oii protesting axninst contemplated contract on grounds according to. the terms 
‘our coricession Innperial Bank of Pers ee access Mint, British Minister 
telegraphing British Foreign Ollico on receipt of our protest. 


(3) 
Mr. Wood (Tehran) to Mr. Newell (London). 
Dear Mr, Newell, May 22, 1913. 
‘Thanks for yours of yesterday with the enclosures mentioned, andl which T now 
return, 


‘The Russiaus apparently are bent on getting a share of the Mint, and it, will be 
# pity if they succeed, as their object is purcly political and inno sense can it improve 


* Mr A. O, Wood ia in England and doubtless was consulted by tbe bank, 
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the economic conditions of the country. If their contract is a copy of ours, it means 
that thes are applying for an exclusive privilege for a aumber Of years, which, of 
course, cannot be permitted in view of our note concession. I promume’ they, yall 
endeavour {o get the Cabinet to pass the measure and not the 'Treastrer-General alone, 
otherwise (according to Russian arguments) our ten year contract must hold good, I 
any ease, T hope the eontraet T mado with Shuster will be fought on its merite, "Any 
reference to the “ Fundamental Law” is quite beside the point in view of the “ Lay 
of 13th Toza,” granting Shuster the plenary powers he enjoyed. 
Yours sincerely, 
A. 0, WOOD, 


(4) 


Mr. Wood (Tehran) to Mr. Newell (London), 

(Confidential.) 
Dear Mr, Newell, Teliran, November 29, 1911, 

Tconfirm my letter No, 23/11 of to-day, and now enclose a’ copy of the. new Mint 
agreement which I havo contracted with the’ Persian Government fora funthor perio! 
Of ten years from 22nd March, 1912, 

Yours sincerely, 
A. 0. WOOD, 


Mint Agreement, 


t made between the Imperial Bank of Porsia (hereinafter: called the 
Hank) of the one part and the Imperial Government of Persia, acting through ite 
representative the Treasurer-Ceneral of Persia by and with the authority of the Lave 
of Medjliss of the 23rd of Jauza, 1820 (their year), (horeinafter called the Government), 
of the other part, by which the bank undertakes to buy bar silver for account of the 
ment and for shipment to Persia for the purpose of coinage. by the. Linperial 

t upon the following terms : 


1. This agreemont shall bo in foree for the period of ten yours from the twenty 
second day of March, 1919. 

2, The ig reserved to itself the exclusive monopoly of importing 
silver for coinage, the hank is hereby appointed sole agent for the purchase ef suck 
silver and for the forwarding of the same to Tehran, and the Goverment binds iteclt 
uot to import any silver whatsoover through the agency. of any other purty wor to 

e silver imported by any other party during the period of this agreement. "The 

ment agrees to pay all expenses covering the purchase of tho silver wud. ity 
transport of Tehran, incluiling insurance, &e., incurred by the bank for account of tite 
Government, as sot forth in article 8, 

le Government binds itself to purchase exclusively from the bank all foreign 
exchange for the importation of the silver in question, 

4: The rate for the purchaso of all such exchange is fixed upon the basis of 4 per 

ut. (three-quarters per cent.) above the buying rate of the bank for telographic 
transfers on London. ‘The price at which tho silver is to be purchased shall he 
determined simultaneously with the fixing of the rato of exchange, 

‘The amount of silver to be imported under the terms of this agreement will be 
‘ltermined by the Government month by month, but it is understood that should. to 
jot he profitable to import, on account of the rate of exchange and the price of silver, 
it will not be hinding on either side to import under such conditions. 

{. The Government agrees to pay the bauk a. commission of 4th por cent. (one- 

atith per cent.) on the valuo of all bar silver imported during’ the’ period of thie 
wement; this commission to be ealeulated on tho sterling cost of tho silver payable 
rang at the same rate for sterling as fixed for each parcel of silyer purchasel 

i. The bank agrees to provide such sums as shall be required from tine to. time 
for the purchase of bar silver to the extent of 300,00UI, (say three hundred. toagral 
Pounds sterling), of which the equivalent will be repaid as the silver is coined by the 
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Imperial Mint, Interest on all such advances shall be charged at the rate of 5 per 
cent. (live per cent.) per annum. : 
8. All silver en route to Tehran, in the bank and at the Mint, during the process 
of coinage or otherwise, will reniain under hypotheeation to the 
the sums advanced, It is agreed that—shonld the ne essity arise—the approximate 
oft accruing to the Government on each parcel of silver sent to the Mint is to be 
held at the disposal of the Government from time to time in advance, full provision, 
howover, being allowed for the refund of the cost of such silver and the charges and 
intorost dive to the bank. Tt is alsoagreed that the amount of silver necessary to be 
at the Mint at any one time, in order to keep the machinery fully employed, is 
considered. to be about 50,0000, (say fifty thousand pounds). ‘i 
Dono in triplicate at ‘Tehran this twenty-seventh day of November in the year 
1911 Av, 
(The Imperial Government of Persia), 
W. MORGAN SHUSTER, 
Preasurer-General of Persia. 
(The Imperial Bank of Persia), 
A. 0. WOOD, Chief Manager. 


Memorandum left by Sir T, Jackson at Foreign Osjice March 4, 1910, 


We have always claimed! « privileged position for the following reasons -— 


J. Article 1 of the bank's concession states: “The Government of His Imperial 
Majesty the Shalt grants by: this concession to Baron Julius de Reuter, aud his assoviates 
or rept *, the right-of founding a State Bank in tho Persian Empire under 
tho namo of *Dho Lnperial Bank of Persia,” and the capital of the bank was called 
tip in terms of the said artich 

2. ‘Tho bank has tho exclusive right to issue notes in Persia which would require 

to ho in, a position to have silver coined ; a position to which no other 
institution in Persia ean lay claim, 


Teall your attention to my predecessor's letters dated the 10th and 23rd October, 
1901, and 7th and 18th March, 1907, 


(i) 
Mr. Grigin to Sir T. Sanderson. 


Sir, October 1, LOL. 

Uhave the honour to forward for your information and the consideration uf the 
Secretary of Stato copies of two telegrams received yesterday from the chief manager 
of the Inporial Bank at Tehran, anda third addressed to the chief manager by the 
Iinperial Bank to-day. 

Although this correspondence deals with a report not yet officially confirmed, we have 
instructed our chief manager to take immediate action to protest before the couclusion 
of a transaction which would cause most setious injury to the intereste of the Linperial 
Bank h would imperil English interests and compel us seriously to consider our 
position and future in Persia, On behalf of the board of the Imperial Bank I would 
solicit the assistance and intervention of His Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs to provent and prohibit the grant toa Russian bank, supported by the Ru 
Imperial ‘Treasury, of any control of the Persian Mint or exclusive right to coin silver 
as inconsistent with our concession and our position as the State bank. 

‘The question of the dismissal, or rather the threatened dismissal, of Mr. Macléan, 
the administrator of the Mint, at Russian dictation, on the ground that he is a British 
subject, affects us very seriously; but it is not one of which the Imperial Bank ean 
take oficial notice. Temay, with the utmost confidence, be left to His Majesty's logation 
to prevent such discourteous treatment of a British officer who has given complete 
satisfaction in the conduct of his duties, and was recently appointed by tho Prime 
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Minister to the office which he now holds, Nor does th dof his dismi: 
to be one which can be openly advanced or avowed by Fonaly ee gee 
Thave, &o, 
LEPEL GRIFFIN, Chairman, 


Se ns tae 
6) f 


Translation of Telegrams received from the Imporial Hank of Persia, Tehran, om 
October 15, 1901. 


(Sent at 325 ra.) 


pe tssian Minister obtained immediate dismissal, 1, W. Maclean being English 
subject, 


(Sent at 5:45 v.m,) 


: reported, and information is apparontly reliable though not confirmed, Persian 
Government granted Banque do Préte de Perse exclusive rights mint silver of mote 
contract having this would compromise our business and make pos 


ery dangerous. British Minister requostsehief managor remain another week berligg 
answer Foreign ( who well informed. 


(9) 


Mr. Grigin to Roreign Office, 

Uctober 28, 1901. 
h instant, and in roply 
sions of the concession 
@ intervention of His 
6 Imperial Bank, 10 
rely correct, ant that 
x ut out that the assign- 
ui anque de Préts of any control of the Persian Aint or exelywi¢g right to 
goin silver was inconsistent with the position of of the Imperial Bank of Porvic ty (o 
Pinte bank, guaranteed under the first article of the concession, ‘The board of ais 
Imperial Bank has nover claimed these rights for itself although they mshi wih 
advantage aud propriety have been granted by His Imperial Majesty to 4 tuanees 
Hoar ition Holding the place aud style of the State bank; but to assign thom tog 
Fial banking Anstitution, under the control of and supported by the funds of gic 
Russian Government, would be a delegation of powers which cau only be hes 
independently by the Persian Government or by the State Bank on its behalf. Tt would 
CONCE upon the Russian bank privileges which, consistently with article I'¢f tke 
concession can ony he Granted tothe Lmperial Bank, This alone is the ground, so 

far as the concession is concerned, on whieh we have ve cit thei i 
Ha Ee Ree vwe have ventured to solicit the intervention 
2. Nor have we med prosperity and legitiniate 
ect of solicitude to His Majesty's 


once summon their chief manager to 
bove, connected with the ig of the 
the various 
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action of the Persian Government which would destroy our position as a State bank, 
and might compel our withdrawal from Persia; and we would thus solicit the good 
oflices of the Secretary of State to strengthen the protests of our chief manager against 
a policy which would he so injurious to us, ‘There is no advantage in protesting 
against a fait accompli, but a timely protest by His Majesty's Goverament against an 
nded measure will not be without the desired effect. 
Thave, &e. 
LEPEL GRIFFIN, Chairman. 


Sir, March 7, 19 
I have the honour to submit for your consideration, and that of His Majesty's 
Scoretary of Stato, the opinion of the ditectors of the Imperial Bank of Persia that the 
time haw come when they may confidently call upon the Goverment to assist them in 
safexcarding and maintaining the undoubted rights, granted to thi tution. by 
the Royal Charter and their concession, which are directly attacked and endangered by 
the coticossion newly given to the so-called National Bank at Tehran by the Shah, A 
copy of this concession is doutless already in your hands, but for convenience of refer- 

ence the document, ratified by the Shak about the Ist vis hereto attached, 
Your neq ico with Persian affairs is so accurate and complete that it is 

. to take up your time with more than a brief statement of the 
considerations which have induced the board: to solicit the early intervention of the 
British Government. 

It is in the first place evident that the National Bauk has but a provisional and 
shadowy existence, and it might be held that in protesting against a concession which 
coil siever become effectiv cre fighting a phantom rather thau a reality, It is 
tri that thore is little likelihood of the capital of the National Bank being subscribed 
locally by Persians, ‘Chore is little money iu the country, and those who possess 
tov thoroughly distrust their Government to give it in rel of the Shah's necessities. 
But there is” great danger of the capital required being supplied, under some 
colourable pretext or through nominal Persian subscribers by Germany, which is 
notoriously anxious to obtain a locus standi in Persia, Without trade interest 

ndeavonring to found a German the clerks to man which 
iy arrived, while the director is shortly Nothing is more probable 
Hig that the Perri ‘it, lisgusted by the 9 tions, now existing 
Dotweon Rpt which removo the advantages which the rivalry of these 
nations hud so long procured. them, may turn to Germany for financi ce. 
wr the embryonic National Bank robtains an independent existence 
clear that the Shal ig to the extravagant demands of the Assembly, 
has granted what is opposed to th | rights of the Lmpei 
What may cndanger its very existenc sted and cance 
‘he hoard would specially invite your attention to clause $ of the concession to. 
I Bank, providing that when silver is required for the Mint the N: 
ik will have priority of import and sale, ‘The deadly of this clause on 
ply of silver to dull pia heen alrealy brought to the notice of 
His Majesty's Minister at Tohran by onr chief manager ou the 9th ultimo. It amounts 
to a viral cance ion. ‘This clatise should be also read. with 
chins in which the right of issuing notes is promised to the National Bank when 
the Impe ‘s concession shall have expired or otherwise terminated. Thus a 
incitement to make yuns upon our hank is ereated, which, if clause 8 remains 
vwo shall be unable to moet, No allusion to a future grant of this monopoly 
should have been allowed by the Persian Goverumient seeing that otir concession has 
any: years to run, 

The directors also desire to point ont that the security for the loans both of 
the British Government and the Lnperial Bank will be endangered if, as is proposed, 
tho customs of the Gulf ports be assigned to the National Bank against subscribed 
capital; while tho disnnissal of Mi Nats and his deputy M. Priem leave the collection 
‘md appropriation of this reve: 

‘Phe board of directors would consequently. respectfully solicit 
Goverment to make the strongest possible protest against a policy 


nterests in Persia, is 
revenues which have 


consider the expediency 
it has been always 
Which conld be effecterd 
em one charter, Unles a 
hat the ground may be cut 
come (otha elgg 
: bed u rient k i 
of Herr Gutmann nk who is shorly expected in Tehran eee 
Thaye, &e, ¥ 
LEPEL GRIFFIN, Chairman, 
ee 


(lL) 
Mr. Grigin to Foreign Osice, 


Imperial Bank: of Persia, 5, Abehureh 
London, Maveh 18, 100 
‘led av’ the Foreign Office on the 


Sir, 


By desire of the Secretary f Sta 
d2th t, and discussed y ith Sip Fioneene 


the 7th instant, on which Sir dward Grey nee ait ano 
and explanation, 


these 1 supplied to the he abilit 

Mies suppiad to he tof my a igwested that it would be more 

honour to do. ‘ting which T have now: the 
Two. preliminary observations 

in soine way, to clear the ground. 

tention was dzested in my interview 

nil dangerous parts of a. gen 

Tunperial Bank of Bersin; wl 

or by a revolt ly prete 

contr, e second observation ji 

Secured to you who know Po 


wre only the most stking 
ghits and tence of the 
Spined aud directed by the Shal and his Ministers, 
10 si the name of the people of the 
bis merely to. suggest what has doublegs alrende 
documents aabedsane Mao, erst so sell tne the ingonions ud akin ety 
have rather an Oesidenua han, Coustitution uid tho coutession to the Natiooat ae 
We attributed to whorsesere fy igual lavourant origin may, withont ae 
bo uted might be expected most to benolit. from the resulting, 
point regarding which Sir Mav 
in whieh the grant to the 
wl sale of silver to the Mint coutict 
‘does ‘not directly violate the letter of our ‘eonceryos i 
so nage ea ge J 
implies that the grantor will not t eons a arena 
F ive or hostile wetion that 


grantee will be nnabl 
jean nab a Ae has eau ancl for which he 
sht of priority of selling. silve 
proferenice to. the ta eect of selling. silver to: tlhe 
Mittal fore erat tthe Nati pal Banke shih should he a 


siyinage of silver is the essential condition for the mufatentaee sy ee aud unrestricted 
he frst aud imperative duty of a bank of ise ie ta helt coat a 
“ivply of silver coin with which to pay its notes, and thon at 
the bank treasury is to import and coin silver. f ate 
nial Bank of import 
ihe State bi 
uipon the 
analog 


nl Groy desired specific fnformati 

I vifie information 
National Bank of the priotity of import 
al with the text of ont cones 


fake such obst 


port, 


port a fer are matters of grave 


arriage of silver through 
is silver on mules from 
robber tribes, With an 
ferential rights our position 





220 


This very question was discussed in 1001, when there was an atterpt by the 
Russian Bangue de Préts to obtain control of the Persian Mint and the oxclusive right 
ng silver; and I would respectfully solicit a reference to my letter of che 
tober, 1901, to the address of your predecessor, in which I endeavoured to 
Lord Lansdowne's enquiry as to our concession rights in the watter of the 
tinting of silver, As the views of the board of the Imperial Bank stated in that letter were 
iged or denied by the Foreign Oflie, the directors believed that they had 
been accepted as reasonable by his lordship, Tt may perhaps be argued that the oxce 
of the Imperial Bank was stronger in 1901 than at present; soeing that the Mint 
coneeasion was then proposed to he granted to a competing Russian bank. But, with 
greater force, it may be contended that the present violation of right is far loss 
Justifiable ; as it is not due to the pressure of a formidable Power, but to the deliberate 
‘action of the Government of Persia, in defiance of its own solemn engagements. ‘het 
Government is precluded from pleading its desire to maintain onr rights (as possibly: 
tre), and urging that it is the National Assembly that insists on infringing the 
as this plan would pr lias ceased to exercise the functions of a responsible 
Government altogether. 

1, ‘The second point on which the Foreign Secretary desired further information 
was whether there was any evidence that the Customs of the Gulf ports were promised 
8 security for advances to be made by th ional Bank. ‘This is naturally a matter 
which would be kept as much in shadow as possible, But it has been asserted more 
thin once by our chief inanager, and he letter of the 28th Feb 

veil on the [1th instant, a cops i 

ollicil letter to the Lond of the same date, ‘The British Loation 
will be able to state whether he has been cor ectly informed ; but, in any 

in officials are withdrawn and the Gulf Customs, depleted bythe dighone, 

Hs, are paid into the National Bank, the advan 

ish and Joveruments and the loans of the Imperial Bank will be in 
undoub 

5 rs of the Imperial Bank would invite the particular attention of 

ment to the letter of Sir John Hollams, the legal adviser of tho 
nk, dated the Lith March and hereto attached. ‘This distinguished la 
i intimate knowledge of the bank's affairs from is ent 
n accord with the hoard in holding the eoncossion of the 
inconsistent with the concession possessed by the Imporial li 
contention be allowed, it will he the Jess necessary to dete ning 
hhand of the driftsnuan of the concession to the National Bank has, in any particulay 
Clause, invaded tho existing rights and privileges of the Imperial Bank bf Persia 
Which is, by its constitution siipported by a Royal Charter, tho State Bank, 
over, the National Bank of Porsin, For while its position as a Sta 
declared in tho preamble to. the Deed of Settlement and in articles 1 aul 
concession, aud 1 would invite special attention to clause 5, "the object of this bank 
‘is 0 national institution being the public weal and good ‘of the State, &e.,”” where 
jpustitution ” is merely substituted for bank for tautological reasons, aud the Tmperial 
i ly declared to be @ National Ba 
. 1 apologise for the length of this letter, but the board of the Imperial Bank 
el that it is, their imperative duty to place before His Majesty's Government, full 
and frankly though with all due moderation, theit conviction that the interests. the 
aire appointed to advance and safeguard are threatened with grave loss 
destruction, if the Persian Governiuent, by its own volition or on the demaui 
the instigation of other interested parties, be permitted to transfer to another institution, 
the functions, rights, aud privileges which, in law and equity, can be exercised Ly the 
Tiuperial Bunk of Persia alone, 

‘The directors fully appreciate the critical state of Persian affairs and the inevitable 
weakness of an impectinious administration ; and they are content to leave the. tits 
‘nd manner of British intervention to the better judgment of His Majesty’s Government 
from whom they have received in the past so much kinduess and consideration, and co 
Many assurances that their undoubted rights, confirmed under Roval Charter, will. be 
adequately defended should they be ever seriously attacked or endangered. For this 
support and for this sure and powerful defence the directors of the Imperial Bank 
‘appeal, with the utmost confidence, to His Majesty’s Government, 

Thave, &. 
LEPEL GRIFFIN, Chairman. 
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(24679) No, 322, 


Tieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Coxto Vieeroy of India.—(Received at Foreign Office, May 29.) 


(So, 990) 
(Telegraphic.) Bushire, May 20, 1913, 

__ PLEASE see Minister's telegram No 216 of 881h May regarding suggested 
fingtsion of Karau in manner indicated at p. 310 of vo drat Caney, eee 
Having regard to fossible eliect of project of [group undecyphorablo] waters of Kean 
B fasbistan, wo clearly-need to safegmard our interests ther as represen ea by Lynch's 
Sake Ou the river, and declarations of Sheikh of Mohammerah pices ot pp, 68 and 69 
of Mr, Wilson's “ Arabistan précis, I beg that Government wil conetioe whether 
fre hnd not better tako precaution forthwith to get some definite coveecey em shoikh 
for irrigating from Karun, which would strengthen our right 10 immer 

(Attdressed to India ; sent to Foreign Oice and ‘Tebean.) 





(24496) No. 323, 


49) Sir Edward Grey to Sir W, Townk ye 

(Welegraphic.) Foreign Ofice, May 29, 1913, 
FOER telegram No, 216 of 88th May : Tapahan inrigntiign oe May 29, 1913. 
T approve proposed action. 





(24331) No, 324. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Lowthie 7 
20) ny to Sir G. Loutlier, 
(felegraphic) BR, Foreign Ogice, May 29, 19 
ER etegram No. 247 of 27th May EEE, 
Hakki Pasha vesterday communicated a telege 
aceeptance of the line indicated in your Exeellency’s 
He claimed that this was the netual. state quo, the Anglo 
Russian line were accepted, Turkey would. leso ich slie ins 
Jong collected on naphtha products, acceptance of the 
status quo was. the made in that region, and 
4's previous claims as recently put forward, 
Hmvent agree I think it would bo wise o accept the prosent, 
Srpfain Me frontier between Kuretw and Mendali; but tt thoy. 
H undesirable to accopt it off-hand, it aight be left to the’ British eo 
There i homens ar o2 the boundary mission to determine what is the sane sa 
There is, however, serious objection t @ course, since, in the light of past 
experionce, itis likely to lead to lbeal intrigue before the mission arrives, aud thon is 
Undoubtedly much to be said for getting Turkish assent to 8 fed Te’ Gee and 
restricting the work of the mission to demareating the frontion i 
1f, therefore, tie Russian Government agree you may aveopt the Turkish proposal 
for the line south of Kuretu. As regards the rest of the daha region, you nay 


Hesotiate a line, in concert with your Russian colleague, on ihe breie seo, 
eantinte a tins i y sian colleague, on the basis of my telegran 


int is to get the Turks to accept a definite line on the may 

fu fo appoint a boundary commission as soon as possible, i, 

‘lent to appoint two boundary commissions, so as to expedite matters 

Hultaueously from Zohab both north and south. understand her, 

i h Governuent would like British and Russian commision cs 
assist in the demarcation of the whole frontier, 

Xour Excellency should communicate a copy of this telegram to your Russian 


colleague, and keep me advised of developmente:os it’ seen, 
exereised through Hakki Pasha is not without offeen “°° 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 427.) 


= eee 


[1629] 


wious that pressure 


1 
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(22517) ated 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 77.) Perr 
Foreign Ofiice, May 29, 1913. 
sa ing’ dl the Sth June, 1910, 
VUTH reference to. Mr. Marling’s despatch No. 92 of the s , 1910, 
That ate Tiyan aeanih copies of letters as marked in the margin, re the 
repayment by the Persian Government of Be ipoeler atien: oan a ‘ ioe 
ccordanice with the terms of the agreement concluded on the 2 fa} ), 
pein neo eae deputy manager of the Imperial Bank of 
Eine inn nese: in the letter from the India Office of the 16th May 
(enclosure 3), 1 have to instruct you to bring the amended table of amortisation to the 
notice of the Porsian Minister for Forvign Affairs, and to request b Excellency to 
favour you, at his early convenience, with the formal acceptance by the Persian 
Government of the revised scheme. aes 
E, GREY, 





(24845) 


Sir Eiward Grey to Sir E. Goschen. 

fro ney oreign Ofice, May 29, ana 
“HERR VON. KOHLMANN) spoke to. mo to-day, not ‘in connection with the 
Bagel Halivan ot WIRE GO Eo speaking, of the desirability of the Germans 
Tsing o landing. place somowbere tn the Pering Gulf for 9 Gorman cable. Te was 
ssonti 1 Durpose of establishing their train of communication, 

SA LAE Oe ae ene re to consult the other 
Departments concerned, and lie had better give me a little memorandum explaining 
exitetly what was wanted and why. a 

E, GREY. 





(25057) 


Foachen. 
eae Foreign Office, May 20, 1915, 
HERR VON KUHLMANN spoke to me to-day of th y’ that, if in the 
constriction of the port at Basra by: German 
peu Bel companies mi agree to give the bans part 
wublic works that were undertaken by British companies in Persia 
SEU ante ne Dublie forks in Persia hal anfortanately dropped. out 
of sight in recent years, and novr seemed more remote than ever, tee: 
E. GREY. 





(22517) 
reign Office to Imperial Bank of Persia. 


Sir, Foreign Ogice, May 29, 1913. 
: i . y Sir B irey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
AM ditvoted by Secrotary Sir Edward Gres to acknowlelge the ree 
osetnisationeay ars subject of the repayment by the Persian Government, 
under the amortisation scheme of 1910, of the consolidated Anglo-Indian Loan of 
1903-4, now amounting to 314,281. 1s, 4d. 


* Imperial Bank of Persia, April 4; and Nos 263 and 328, 
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Tam to observe that Sir E. Grey has bees informed by the Marquess of Crewe that 
the smortisation table, of which a copy was enclosed in the letter fren slic Department 
of the 21st December, 1910, was ealeulated on the basis that che Payments should be 
made annually. 

From your letter of the 4th ultimo, however, it is evident that both parties to 
the agreement of 1910 regard as operative, payment by monthly instalments—an 
arraugement provided for under articles 4 and cf that instrument, 

Sir E. Grey and Lord Crewo consider this arrangement unobjectionable, but Iam 
to point out that its adoption necessitates a slight revision of the amortisation table in 
order to make it strictly equitable to the Persian Government, and Iam therefore to 
Fransmit to you herewith a revised table drawn up by the Aceountant-General at the 
India Office showing, the amount payable monthly by the Ponta, Government, as well 
4s the sum to be retained in each case by the Imperial Bank 

Sir B, Grey would be glad to receive your formal acceptance of the amended 
scheine which he is abont to refer to the Persian Goverumca also, and Tam to state 
that in the meantime he approves of the procedure proposed n vour letter nnder reply, 
subject to adjustment hereafter in accordance with the mee table 

Tam, &e, 
LOUIS MALLE, 





Sin W. Poneiley to Sir Bdiward Grey— (Received May 311.) 
0, 116.) 


Tehran, Ma 


" HIS Majesty's consular offcors at Bushire and Shiraz report the iollo 


s iz caravan 
Statistics during the month of April -— 


Previous 
Base — ont 
ies ating and leaving Ts 4 gay sy 
Donkeys (vid Firuzabad) ‘f 2 3587 0.065 
Sir P. Cox adds that tho ro 
is passing by night :— 
re 


ports received from Borasjun are unreliable, as tratlie 


See) 
My 


100) 400 
7 ae 

Major O'Counor reports that there 
‘month under reyiery, 

He adds that there wore robberios on the Bushire road on thy bth April by Boir 
imedis near Khanch Zinian, and on the 2lst and ov April near Kazerun by 
Mohammed Ali Khan's men; on the Tepalan read, eas Delibid, on the 4th April 
wear Abadleh on the 11th April; and nea¥ Exlid on the 2ist Ape) 

Thaye, &e, 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 


Was no traffic on the Ispahan road duri 





(24701) 0. 


Sir W, 


Taenley to Sir Badeard Grey —(Ieecived May 30.) 


117.) 


WITH reference to my 
Uhave the honour to transmi 
Persian Government on the 
to Messrs. Strick that unless 





4 


Persian Government within a month, no more oxide would be supplied to the firm after 
the expiration of that perio ie 

A copy of the contract in question was forwarded to you by my predécéssor in his 
despatch No, 6 of the 23rd January, 1911. ‘ 

T also have the honour to enclose copy of a letter which T have received from 
Messrs. Surick’s agent. in ‘Tehran, to whom I forwarded a copy of the communication 
from the Persian Government with a request for his observations. As I understand 
that Mr. Brown has telegraphed the contents of the note to Messrs. Strick, the latter 
may have already: approached you on the subject. 

Thave, &e. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 


Rnelosure 1 in No, 330, 


Vossuk-ed-Dowleh to Sir W, Townley. 
(Pranslation.) 
Your Excellency, Tehran, April 30, 1913, 

I HAVE the honour to refer your Excellency to article 12 of the contract for the 

lase of oxide by ‘which Messrs. Strick undertake to meet the claims of 

inger and Weir against the Persian Goverament and the Moin-ut-Tujjar, 
and to state that, as Messrs. Ellinger and Weir bave detained a certain smm of nioney 
holonging to tho jar, under the pretence of some claims, and Messrs, 
Strick have not carried out their engagements to settle these claims, the Persian 
Government have decided that measures must be taken, with your knowledge, to oblige 
he latter firm to fulfil its engagements. 

Thave therefore the lononr to request that you may warn Messrs. Strick that th 
ust give effect to article 12 of tho contract and settle the claims mentioned above 
tho course of one month. Should Messrs. Strick fail to take the necessary action 
tho matter, no oxide will he supplied to them after the expiration of the said mouth, 
‘and thoy will ho hiekl. responsible for all losses which 
di nt of the undertaking. 


Yehran, May 14, 1913. 
to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 2nd instant enclosing 
translation of a note from the Porsinn Government on the subject of the alleged non- 
i 12 of their contract for the purchase of oxide. 
nly applies to any Iavful claim Tt is clear therefore 
that any claim which Messts, Andrew Weir 
vard will have 
le. ‘The obligation of establishing such lawful claim rests with Messrs. 
Andrew Weir and Co. or Messrs. Ellinger and Co,, and not with Messrs, Frank Strick 
and Co, 

I beg to forward to you herewith copy of a letter, dated the Sth August, 1911, 
from tho Persian Ministry of Public Works. Tn this letter it is stated that the claims 
have been referred to the British Foreign Oftice. 

8 aro still before the British Foreign Ofice, I do not understand why 
the Persian Government should have di to bring pressure upon Messrs, Strick. 
Should the claims have been withdrawn from the British Foreign Office I should like 
to be informed for what cause they were withdrawn, 

Thave, &. 
‘DAVID BROWN. 
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Enclosure 3 in No. 330. 


Ministry of Public Works to Mr. Brown, 
Cae mn. 

Bare in receipt of your letter concerning th ity i i 
nan yf itt of ig the enquiry into’ the claims of 
penta Moinutctafer "4 C®- about red oxide, and have forwarded a core cr 

ceording to the statement of Haji Moi ii 
Strick and Co. in making such enquiries in Tehren wee ue 

a quities in Tehran is to det in ti 
for, secing that Moses, Andrew W sir and Co, Elingee ent ind ane } 

h lon, and having laid their ela British Fore 
ify mean tg tai aud ae eng eine bear th tf Roan 
But from similar facts one is led to conclude ther Messi 
intend to remove the claims, inasinuch as it ne 


August 8, 1911, 
the object of Messrs, 


settled them by this time, 

rs. Strick and Go, do not 

Passed all the time in procrastination, 

(Por the Ministry of Public Works), 
REZA GHOLT, 





(24827) No. 331, 
wi) Mr O'Beimne to Sir Biicard Groy.—(Received May 80.) 
‘lographio)) BR. 
YOUR telegram No. 425 of 28th Regent, BE Petre May 20, 1018, 


Russian Minister for Forel 
Russian Ambassador at Paris, f" MINP® sarees to send 


ee eee 


(24641) No. 33 


esired instructions to the 


Sir Haveard Grey to Sir W. Townley, 


(No. 250.) 


(Telegraphic.) 
7 No 978 Foreign t y 
vot R telegram No 213 of 25th May; ‘Tangistan Fr IE RUNES 
oposed action against villages is syprove 








[25079] 
Edteard Grey to Mr. O'Beirne, 


‘Telographic.) i 
graphic.) : F ce, May 
BLEASE enamunicate to the Russian Goverament my" cea ae 120 of 


2Ist May and 229 of 29th May i si 
Sis lay au sae 20th May to Constantinople, and Sit G Towther’s tolegram 


M, Etier was taformed 
communication to the Persian Gi 
definite line on the map. "We oa 
and place before the Porsisa i hi aera 
tad pes bear the le frontio, wegin 


(Repeated to Constantinople, No, 233, and Tehran, No, 252,) 


SS ee 


[1629] 3M 
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[25004] No. 334, 
Sir W. B. Garstin to Foreign Office.—(Received May 31.) 
Sir, : 8, Bishopsgate, London, May 80, 1913. 

SOCTHTE internationale d’Bindes du Chemin de Fer transpersan. 

By the document drawn up at Balmoral on the 27th September, 1912, by 
M. Sazonof, it was suggested that an agreement should be made between the Russian 
‘and British groups whereby rights within the British sphere of influence in Persia 
should be duly safeguarded. ; 

‘The drait of such an agreement was forwarded to the Foreign Office on the 
20th December, 1912, and, after an additional declaration had been asked for by 
the French group, the text of the latter was submitted to the Foreign Office on the 
15th January, 1913, , 

On the 24th February, 1913, the Foreign Office expressed a wish that any 
Jeclaration of the nature proposed should be so worded as to make it clear that the 
rights of the French group referred to therein meant the right to one-third share of 
ihe capital, and not to absolute equality with the other two participating countries. 
Of this the French group were duly informed. i 


Dut thoy: 
British tlements in regard to economic, financial, and technical matters. 

When the British group are advised of the latest views of the Foreign Office in 
regard to tho affairs of the Société d'Etudes, a meeting will be held in Paris, at which 
the British group will be called upon to make their position clear, and their final 
jusont will be asked to the enclosed document embodying the inter-group agroe- 
nents, which ate understood to have already received the assent of the Russian 
Governments 4 

Tho next Paris meeting, which it is hoped to convene early in June, will therefore 
robubly be of great importance in deciding the many questions at issue between 
Russian, British, aud French interests in Persia. ‘The Russian and French groups 
havo expressed a strong hope that, i of the British Government's approval of 
the formation of the Société d’Btudes and their tacit assent to the Sooiéte’s statutes, 
they will agree to the texts of the documents as now submitted. Whatever decision 
may be arrived at by His Majesty's Government, the British group recognise that they 
‘ean no longer postpone action, and that, if the Foreign Office do not see their way to 
grant thon the full information and support which the Société requires to carry out 
the objects for which it was formed, they will have no choice but to dissolve partnership 
with their Froneh and Russian associates, and retire from a position which, if persisted 
in, would placo them at a disadvantage for obtaining practical results in Persia, 

Thave, de. 
W. E. GARSTIN, 


Enclosure 1 in No, 334. 
Projet d’Avenant au Protocole du 22 mars, 1912. 


AYANT pris en considération accord survenu entre les Gouverements 
britannique et russe au sujet de Voption A demander par Ia Société d'Etudes au 
Gouvernement persan pour la ligne projetée, les groupes s'engagent : 


1. Ace que toute activité de In Société sur territoire persan soit subordonnée & 
Yaccord du Gouvernement russe ou anglais respectivement intéressé 

En ce qui concerne en particulier les embranchements ot les ports qui seraient 
jugés indispensables au bon fonctionnement de la ligne principale d’aprés les 
résultats des études, les groupes s’engagent & soumettro au préalable tous ces projets 
4 Vapprobation du Gouvernement intéressé ; 

% Ace que les questions relatives au contréle, & la construction et & 
Yadministration des trongons de la ligne principale, des embranchements et des ports 
soient également soumises & 'approhation du Gouvernement intéressé ; 


3. A ce que rien de ce qui est contenu dans lengagement qui précdde ne soit 
cusceptible ’étre interprété comme admettant V'imposition de tarife pratérentiels, dans 
Jes zones respectives, ou justifiant V'application d’une mesure quelconque d'inégalité de 


aie aul ee des facilités de transport sur les lignes concédées en Perse dla, 


Enclosure 2 in No, 334. 


Projet de Déclaration a faire par les Groupes anglais et russe lorsqwile proposeront a 


Conseil @ Administration @approuver le texte de UAve rete 
modifi pp? le texte VAvenant arrété entre eux et 


LES groupes anglais et russe, en fadopti 

, en proposant V'adoption par le conseil du texte do 
Yavenant au protocole, déclarent que cet avenant ue modifie en aucune manidre les 
droits du groupe frangais tels qu’ils résultent de Vaccord international de prinetpo, 
des accords annexes et des statuts de la Société d'Etudes, en ce qui touche la 


participation de I'élément frangais en matiére économique, finanoitre et technique. 





(25090) 


: Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 31.) 
(No, 219.) 
(Telographic.) R. Toran, May 31, 1913 
MY teegrain No, 210 of 24th May: Bapedition azainet Sh ara baie 
_ Expedition was entirely successful and encountered practically no, opposition, 
Majority of Arabs fed before the atsival of the gendarmerie, a did ile prlneh pn ATA 
au Lashani eof and brigais | V illages and tracts have been ocenpied on 
‘lf of Persian Government which bad been forsiblyorcupe by Arabs for several 
years past. Portion of merchandise stolen in robbery on 2 
eet ny lat a ery on 20th March has also boon 
t is to be hoped that success of expedition will have excellent effect amon, 
A fi f o 0 
Arabs and tribes generally. Most recent advices are, however, to. the effect. that last 
‘letachment has suffered’ much from leat on march down to Shiriz, and that 
jor commanding is now in favour of putting off entire occupation of the road until 
‘stam, when men aeill have had time to recuperate and aeclimatise themselves, 
Nish consul at Shiraz reluctantly approves of this proposal in the eiroumstances, 
‘aul thinks that men ean be well’ employed in neighbourhood of Shiraz collecting 
revenue and. strengthening the position of Governor-General. 1 will report further 
after consulting colonel commandant, who has just reached Tehran, 





(25086) No. 336, 


OH Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey—(Received May 31.) 
(Telegraphic.) R. 


ee) ears St. Petersburgh, May 91, 1913, 
T have received aide-mémoire from the 


vont n om the Russian Government thanking am 
{uumunication of declaration respecting Tureo-Porsian frontir in AMaueaer aaa 
Hawiuoh districts As regards last parigraph of declaration in regard to nomination 
se gence Rersian Commissioners, Russian Government, express opinion that it would 
br desirable in the first place to obtain consent of contending parties to participation 
ie representatives of the two mediating Powers in work of delimitation, 


re ecls 
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(24599) 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 








Re 253. , en 
(Telegraphic. a 
alta lds this mmer 

id oilfields this summer. ao, 
Can anything he done? 















Foreign Office, May 31, 1913. 
jesty’s cousular oflicers at Mohammerah and Ahwaz think that Kubgeluis 
esty’s consular officers at 3 


Government propose to take, 
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n Office to Sir W. Garatin. 





sdward Grey 
espectively: regarding the al 








id by Seoretary Sir 

Totjers of the 21st and 27th instant 

A'Btades of the Prans-Persian | 
Tam toinform you, in reply, that « comma 

from the Russian Goverument in regard to the 

being carefully considered, 

will be addressed to you. 

























Tam, &e. 






= ms Eien 
Porcign Ofice, May 31, 19) 
jowledge the receipt of your 

to acknowledge the pra ee| 


LOUIS MALLE’ 





icati ecently been received 
ation lias quite recently been x 
Trans-Persivn line, ‘This document is 
das soon as a decision has been reached a further letter 
«Las soon as a decision has 




















No, 839. 
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Sir W. Townley to Sir Edvard Grey—(Received June 2.) 
(No. 102.) 
Sir, 











T HAVE the honour dorward to 
fron His Majesty's connulgeneral at Tpa he 
province during the quarter ending the Sst March Me 

WALTER TON 












Enelosure in No. 






Ispalian Trade Report for March Quarter 1913. 






Road. 









yas, speaking geuer 
comparatively small importance. 











‘diminution, on some a very marked diminution. 





Ahwaz Roads, 














Weather aud other condi 
the season. 


only about 60 per cent, of those in the corresponding quarter of 1912, 
‘The exact figures are as follows :— 











ran, May 5, 1913. 
you herewith some notes which I have received 
pnb, onthe onion oF te) roads a his 


LEY. 











i ince dui ch quarter 
THE condition of the roads in the Tspahon province during the March q 
ae Carats Sienna robberies reported being few and of 


nelioration was reflected in the transport rates which on most routes showed 





us during the quarter were abnormally favourable for 


A OE tk eek Pen at ca al ec 
ise arrive ‘Ahwaz during than 
Sed aes Gh LUiet Garis Gasket ie eatin alee ved 








Nember of | Tosited on 
sckages recci 
from Abwaz, 











‘Nuunber of packages: 
despatched, 





Mules. | Donkeys. | Camels. 





March quarter, 1912— | March: quarter, 1912— 
Ghee 850 | aos ; ir 

March quester1918— March quarter, 1913— 
Bi we 








During the first two or three weeks of Janu 
condition. “Merehiandise continued to arrive fron 
quantities, 


Tt was not till after the third week 


ary the road was reported in excellent 
mand leave for, Ahwaz in considerable 





that reports of snow on the road were 
Feecived. | This howover was not sulliciont to, stop, though in places it sevecia, 
impeded, traffic. inued to cone in satisfactorily up to the ond of the 
(ast peek in Kebruary, when it was reported’ that heavy snow in the hill-diceriets 
Gofably at Barramurdal: aus) Suljan) had rendered it necessary 10 Veat down atone 
at thos places by causing unloaded mules to pass backwards and formers very 
ves, at operation in which several aniwnals died and two muleteors Iind thee fre, 
Goarbitten. Arrivals aud despatches now began to fall off, and during the laveas part 
deopee gary were Practically nil. In the fit week in March traf. hogan to seo. 
despite furiher heavy falls of snow, which from time to time blocked the nog cy 
several points in the hill-districts for w while, but never to euehi an extent as to cause 
an Actual cessation of trafic. For the next two weeks merchandise continued to ines 


at ad leave Tspahan in somewhat limited quantities. ‘There were large anieatg rhs 
end of the quarter 































Shiraz Road. 


\ lull’ in traffic in the first wook of Januar; 
wonth and the first part of February by large an 
British piece-goods, &e., and despatch southward of a considerable oman local 
Atte Go oud Being reported in excollent condition, and the Beir Ami woke 
Mulla Qobud, who had pressed their services on the Fars anthoritigs he policing: the 
Farton of the road between Abadch and Yazdikliast, doing. goo earvice Tee tee 
Foie the latter part of Hebrunry were less satisfnctony, dificulticg hav 1 aris 

reaens the farther employment: by the Fars authorities of these ore Sate 

01 


volunteers, iderable tension exist ng between Mulla Qobad and Salar-i-Nizam, 
tte, Deputy Governor of Abadeh, the lntter of whom was: reported practising much 
extortion on caravans. 


Wile these conditions affected the road south of Abadeh they aid not render the 
act petwreen that place and Ispahan insecure,” T'vo large coomean re Shiraz 
uurived safely during the first half of March, but, not wither paying very heavily for 
Toad guards, Se. Despatches southwards’ during this perked eae nil, and in 
consequence of rumours of increas! ity, several caravans which had started 
{Gr Shizaz, returned to Ispalan or Abaieh, awaiting the erent passage of a large 
detachment of the 





was followed during the rest of the 
vals of caravans from the south with 




























than ou the 16th March of this detachment (20) mounted 


r command of Colonel Hialmerson, charged. to 
easineneins or the policing of the Bushire-Shiraz-lepalian toad, yor oeay 
ic 


With this exception there were 
Tspahan of caravans during the latter half of March, 


was very slow, irregular, and 


Tehran Road. 


‘Traffic on this, as also on the roads from 
the quarter, large quantities of Russian 
Sugar, and piece-goods coming in, 

[1629] 


Gazvin and Resht, was brisk throughout 
merchandise, more particularly kerosene oll, 


aN 
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it r f the 
o 23rd Jannary a large caravan, with property of one o n 

ee w - eireutan’ was attacked near ‘Shurnb and robbed of horses, fire: Be) 
dnd ‘effects to the value--as reported—of about 10,000 tomang, the four eseorting 
endarmes being: stripped. Subsequently all the property carried off was : 
Fo ee repo, who was credibly reported to have instigated the robbery 
for his own ends, Syren 

“The postal wagon, which traversed the road at the same time, and a 
caravan oF eecie hich Tetttapahan for Telran on the 224 January, passed over the 
Tc of tc tT oF ar oar or 
a ae Ae? jenuney theres. Foavbed| arelionation (which ras maintained 
till the end of March) in the postal service, mails taking to accomplish the 
journey between Ispahan and ‘Tehran, 


Yasd Road. 


i i risk during the fir ght in January. A robbery 
{lie on this was brisk during the first fortnight in 4 \ robbers 
courted near Yaghmish. on the 1Sth-10th January, when some 50 camels with thle 
Jonds were reported to have been carried off by a band o! robbers (Qunshehis 
and others). ‘The, merehandige carried off was subsequently reported to have been 
found at Abargou, in Furs territory, the authorities of which were reported a 
(ge A eS ae Caren nap though in somerrbat fever nuabers 
ap to about mid Bebmary, when traffic wus again normal and continued so till the 
UP the quarter, the road being reported wate, and no incident occurring except oa the 
[23rd March, when three Sowars (apparently in the employ of & il Daood 
of Agia, the su-eontractor for the roud) held up the eown-yoxt near Now Gumnbaz, 
carrying off all parcels and tet y up letters. Ks > 
aie poe etc eh ras atte tbo Kasi mounted on animals owned 
or hired by th ctory, mails frequently employing: ten to twelve 
he distance (about 200 miles) between Ispahan and Yazd. 


Sultanubad-KermanshahHamadan Roads. 


ee: eer eras 
‘These wore in normal condition during the first formight of January, after whic 
irrivilsaad dgpartures of morehandio fol of for two cr three weeks, but pilgrim 
aravans continued to arrive from, Nermanshah. Where were large arrivals from 
Tlamadan during the first week in February. ‘Transport conditions continued normal 
tip to the middle of March, A robbery occurred on the arch at A-EAnji some 
2 niles northavest of Ispahan), when twenty-three mules and sisteen loads were reported 
to have been carried/off by a stuull band of robbers on foot. ‘The Ispahan authorities 
failed to recover the: goods, though, thes: cla ave obtained a clue to their 
Whereabouts, This robbery and the report received about the same time of an 
Uxtensive tolihery under the very eves of the Burajird anthorities near that. place, the 
inerubants of whieh enlisted the support of those of Tspahan in telegraphing a protest 
to the Central Government, caused an almost total cessation of transport of m dise 
‘over these toads during the last half of Mare. 





(25182) 
ir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey —(Received June 


0 Very Confidential.) TORO 
" T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith my annual report upon the foreign 
representatives in Tehran, ae 
“WALTER TOWNLEY. 
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wlosnre in No, 340. 
Report on Heads of Diplomatic Missions in Tehran. 


Emin Bey, the Turkish Ambassador, presented his credentials in April, 1919. 
His arrival in Persia was marked by an unfortunate inci lent, The Russians having 
carried off the guns, no salute could be fired ou his landing at Enzeli, T understand 
that he had a somewhat lengthy career at the Porte before being appointed. to 
Tehran. | His Excellency is a pleasant man of good appearance, but I do not find him 
communicative, although he often makes the impression of being about to unburden 
luis soul, only, to hesitate on the brink, and finally decide not to take the plunge, he 
then smiles deprecatingly and relapses into silence. He has been much affected by 
the recent reverses suflered by Turkish arms, and goes out very little, He does not 


appear to have acquired much popularity among the Persians, to whom lie is somewhat 
“cassant” in his demeanour. 


displays 
than he does 


He has evidently very strong dislikes which hie shows 
somewhat. too open 


have equally strong likes, Iso ho eouceals them 
wore successfully, He is on close terms of friendship with the Russian Logation, Ho 
is a bitter hater, and possibly-a good friend, He may have made mischiet for people 

tlislikes, but I do not consider him a professional mischief-maker, though Ne may 


it in any: society, and does not inspire confidence, Ho is fond 
Vis well read, 


Koziell, the Russian Minister, is, now on leave, 
miber, 1909. Tt is not yet known whether ho will return or not, 

ing personality, he carries people off their feet by his boisterous good nature, 

and perhaps sometimes gots carried away by the exuberance of his own nature lito 
the expression of sentiments and assurances that he eanot fulfil in ealmer moinents, 
or that he forgets as soon as they have been uttered. For this reason, though a good 
fellow in the best sense of the word, and a most hospitable host, he was not genuinely: 
popular among his colleagues, who accuse him of duplicity’ and double dealing, 
Puring the ten months that T worked with him I found him a charming aud agrecable 
How-worker, but Ido not think that T saw him at his best politically, Eis somewhat 
lengthy stay in Persia, and the stress of the daily, almost hourly, strain upon. his 
inental energy appeared to have tried his nerves somewhat highly, whilst he. was 
chaps somewhat spoilt hy the knowledge of the important part le had to play on 
the Persian stage, Possessed of a wonderful memory he carries his archives in hia 
Had, and being clever, he is quick to atrive at a conclusion, but his knowledge of 
rent questions was somewhat superficial, aud he gave the impression of a man who 


ul to deal with so many problems at once that he could give no time to the thorough 
‘udy of any one of the 


He presonted his 


btine, the acting Chargé d’Affaires, is a much more equable character, Ho 


48 truer appreciation of what: Rnssia’s role should be in Persia, Ho has 
pee here at very troublous times, and though very young has never lost his head, 
{is somewhat resented the secondary part he was called upon to play by M. Pokloweki, 
‘who kept him very ill-informed, and who carried all the archives in his head or hig 


Hreket, shoving away into drawers, unregistered, such as he could not stow into the 
above-mentioned receptacles. 


Mr. Charles Russell, the American Minister, 

1910. He is a pleasant man, who is well versed in the political affairs of his own 

jiunty; but he has had uo diplomatic experience or training, and the work hw hus 

“G1 called upon. to do in Tebran has not afforded him miich elance of acquiring an 
ait into the intricacies. of hie present trade: he has a certain shrowd intelligence 

“hich is peculiar to American lawyers, and spends his time in composing poctiy, to 


presented his credentials in March, 
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he neglect, T understand, of the little official work to which he might pay more 

Hesiaey cI Bscr ats GLE Cee Tae CoP ene Pea ER employed in Republican 
administrations, and it is not considered probable that he will be reappointed to 
‘Tehran, 


mor Montagna, the Italian Minister, presented his credentials as Minister in 
thecrtamarvet at having been here for some time previously as Chargé d’Afiaires. 
T knew him formerly in Washington, where he acted in 1905-6 as Charaé d’Afmaires 
for  eousiderable period. He is a young Minister, and at one time, T understand, 
made himself ti st for information, He is 


M, de Borehgrave, tho Belgian Minister, is typical of his country as represented 
Biel Meno Eee EE, GaN /OE WHEN stein CUI o0d- 
natured and pleasant, plays bridge swell and goor-temperedly, and generally fills a 
satisfactory social réle. He feels keenly the importance of being the ‘Treasurer 
Generals representative, and becomes rather agitated when any trouble one 

d-him a pleasant companion who talks wel nnd Leas suspicious 
PERE Staten (aaa day than many of the colleagues. He is often useful 
to me in conveying hints to the Trensurer-Ceneral, of whom he however stands in too 
great awe to give advice that wonld come better from his Minister than fro 
lsc, Originally, ho tells me, a pronounced Russophil, his experiences of 
have caused him to entirely change his views. He cordially detests and mistr 
M, Poklowsky, although outwardly on excellent terms with hi 


Prince Heury NXXI, of Reuss, the German Minister, presented his credentials 
in the latter part of Tast simmer, aud immediately went home on leave, returning 
hore in Februnty. He came here’ from Caleutta, where he had been Consul-Ceneral, 
amd where, peesimably, he did not succeed in making himself popular, as he has 
nothing but bad to say of India and Indian life. 


Count Logothetti, the Austrian Minister, arrived here last autumn from ‘Tunis, 
where he had been Consul-General, He is of the type that has laborionsly dragged 
itsell up through the successive stages of the Levant Consulate and tho Oriental 
Seorctariat at Constantinople to. the Constilate-General sgation, On his arrival 
here Count Logothetti was evidently much impressed with the importance of his 
position. 


M. de Romero Dusmet, the Spanish Chargé d’Afaires, is a pleasant ani 
colleague, who finds but little to occupy his time wiich he passes sketching, playing 
Jnwn-tonnis, and riding, He come here from Mexico, and must have hada very slow 

tM. de Romoro is anxiously endeavouring to expedite the departure of the 
Persian Minister named to Madrid, because on his arrival at the Spanish eapital he 
will reeeit promotion to Minister Plenipoten 





(25147) No. S41. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey. —(Reeeived June 2.) 


No. 18. Consular, 
ae J Tehran, May 6, 1913. 
THAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch, as marked 
in the margin,® which Ihave received from His Majesty’s consul at Shiraz, advocating 
the transference of the consulate in that town from the Foreign Ofice to the Indian 
establishment, Major O'Connor bases his arguments for the most pon, upon ite 
financial aspects of the case, and upon the superior suitability of the Indian method 
in carrying out the work of political consuls in a country like Persia over the practice 


1 Copy uot seat, there being uo duplicate. 0, 
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employed by the Foreign Office. Major O'Connor considers that the peculiar work to 
be done requires to be performed in the more liberal spirit of the Indian Admit 
tration, which ensures him greater freedom in undertaking journeys on the public 
service, and the like, which it may be desirable that he should be ablo to perform at a 
moment's notice, without having to go through the formality of seeking the official 
sanction of the legation, 

1 also beg to enclose a memorandum which Mr Smart, who has until quite 
recently, a you are aware, been acfing as consul at Shiraz, hus drawn up at my 
Fequest, and in which he frankly states the advantages and the disadvantages. that he 
sees in the transference of the Shiraz consulate to the Indian Administration, Ho aleo 
incidentally touches upon a question that is, in my opinion, of no small importance, 
and which is worthy of some careful consideration, namely, the rate of remuneration 
allotted to the consulates in Persia, ‘These rates were no doubt amply sufficient. a few 
ears ago, but the expouses of living liavo very largely inereased of late, in consequence 
of the disturbed state of the country, which hus not only caused an enormous dso in 
the price of locally-grown necessaries of life, such as bread and meat and horses’ 
fodder, but has rendered the price of all imported articles alinost, prohibitive, in 
consequence of the cost of transport. ‘To this sould be added the incrosse of 
travelling expenses, which is such as to make a consul situated at any post in the 
interior hesitate before asking for leave to which ho is entitled, and of which possibly 
his health stands in real need, 

Both Mr. Smart aud Major O'Connor appear to concur generally, thongh basing 
their arguments upon somewhat different grounds, in the opinion that it would he ie 
{ie interest of the public serviee that the consulate at Shiraz should be transferred to 
the Indian establishment. Mr. Smart shows that, should such a change bo decided 
upon, practically all Southern Persia would pass under the influence of the Indian 
Government, and that there may be some disadvantage in not having « representative 
at Shiraz more closely in touch with the political situation in the north, the conditions 
of which, he considers, bear a closer relation to those of Shiraz than do thove of the 
last-named place to the conditions prevailing at Bushire 

Temay also be argued that the multiplication of Indian consulates in Persia may 
Sint {2 take our foreign dealings with Persia out of the hands of the Imperial Foreiga 
Ciice and cominit thom to thoso of the Indinn Foreign Departmont to a greater desres 
Gan ie gonveniont at tho presont moment ns rogards the general foreign policy ot 
Great Britain. I do not entirely share this latter view, because I am of opinion that, 
{horgh there must doubtless be moments. when the vitws of the logation based upon 
the political situation in North Persia and upon events in Europe must clash eat 
{hose of the exponents of « policy founded upon Tudian requirements and. qapitatons, 
{hg Rowerful leaven of the consulates in the south svorks, om the whole, sntistastortly 
the welding of a general scheme of policy in Persia which is for the greater advantage 
of British interests. 

Thave, &e, 
WALPER TOWNLE 


ee 
Enclosure in No, 341, 


Memorandum by Mr, Smart. 


THE position of a Foreign Office consul at Shiraz must, under existing ciroun- 
stances, be very difficult. He is Pema of Bushire and directly under the 


legation. “Yet the Indian consul-general at Bushire, which is outeide or Fars, is also 
ygominl-general for Fars.” Ho is constantly handling Fare ‘aflaiy. witout ae 
fnovledge of the consul at Shiraz, and often in such a manner. ov ta aloes radically. 
British interests. for which the consul at Shiraz is presumably responsible, ‘The 
than ul at Shiraz is of course in a far better position to judge of Fars quostione fran, 
TnijBurels local point of view than an offical stationed outeido of the eee 
Hushire. “Yet in practice the views of Shiraz are constantly eontecrented iy Bushire 
in their purely local aspects. 

adptlterefore suggested privately to Sir G. Barclay and Sir W. ‘Townley the 
Spntability of abolishing the Bushire ‘‘consulategeneral for Fars" and ot giving 
litaz the sole management of Fars affairs; but to sateguord. Inline hives ie Fars 
T ventured to suggest that the Shiraz consulate shoud be trevetaven op tee 

[1629] 20 
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remaining, however, directly under the legation, as in the case of 

T also pointed out that an Indian official at Shiraz would, b 

sent bo better able 19 understand, the mentality of 

Persia, with whom he is in close relation. eg oe , 
ae ees the question of the relative suitability of Foreign Office and Indian 
ofiginls for consular york in Persia, there ar still considerable disadvantages in such 
a change The Foreign Offiee consul is more likely to be in touch with the goneral 
tendencies prevaili 


his communie: y never be sent to Tehran, Unlike the 
Foreign Ollice consul, he has, per Title to gain by working forthe approbation 

egation from whose influen e transfer of Shiraz t 
CoE ean meee io tod the legation’s influence in Fars, and, indeed, in 
tho south goverally, Thy special disadvantage of auch 9 tendency a regards Fas is 
obvious when it is considered how closely Fars is connected with Tehran politically, 
ethnically, and pl al how distinct it is miler these three aspects from 
the Gulf littoral, ‘There. is less difference between Tabriz and Shiraz than there is 
Detwoon Shiraz and Bushire ¥ 

financially the trausfer must, in my opi 

Major O'Connor that the economical Fore 


country. 
serviee, for presents fo Persiausy as the office allowance is absorbed by ordinary 
eanront offen exponditur and iy juvuleient even to, provide for mounted Persian 
ahiolams, who are much needed, Yet T believe that slight inereases in their pay and 
Ollie allowance would enable Foreign Office consuls, if tnenicumbered by a family, 
to maintain their consulates on a seale creditable to’ His Majesty’ nent and 
without pecuniary loss to themselves. T see no reason why special allowances should 
Ve made for repairs or journ It is easy to estimate for repairs and to ak 
sanction for journeys; the estimates, if reasonable, would doubtless be accepted, and 
the journeys, if ks on grounds of public utility, would doubi c 

‘xed allowances must tend to be less economical than the Foreign Office system. 
‘The systom by which the native employes of the consulate are Government servants 
is umiecessarily expensive, and involves pensions, while the bene! accruing from a 
permanent native staff are dubious. Such permanent native employés in consulates 
tend to acquire too much power, and often exercise undesirable influence over master 
Hiwufltetly sequined with the mgunge, Ty sit, the 

would result in a tnuch greater expenditure than that inve i 
SHAABAN TI Rees lee Porsoually I do not think 
that the expensive Indian system is ne Persia, and my experience 
loads me to doubt whether lavish display produces much effect on Persians, even 
tribesmen, 


Conclusion. 


Although T do not support the transfer of Shiraz to India for Major O'Connor's 
ons, set 1 think that, in view of the peculiar position of Shiraz, it would be 
visable to have a Foreign Office consul there, at any rate as long ‘as Bushire is 

“consulate-aeneral for Fars.” Under e nstanices the balance of advantage 

for the public service would see ication of the consular system in 

Souther Persia by the transfer of Shi ‘This would leave the whole of 

the Bri and neutral gpres total officials reserving only the Russian sphere, 

e exception of Meshed, to Foreign (Office const 
th the exception of Meshed, to Foreiga SoMa 





25135] ~ No. 342, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Recoived June 
(No. 107.) 
Sir, 
FROM all the reports thay have reached me 
and which have been forwarded on 
that there is a 
Fars which. has been 
‘The unfortunate incident that 
cost the late Captain Eekford 
sian Government that no moro 
wour to bring about a restoration 


such a constant cause of anxiety for 
occurred on the 11th December last 1 


nt to any definite action, or even scheme of uetion, on the part of 
fovernment which may be held to have conteibuted directly to the 
{Rrablishment of « better stite of affairs, but concatenation of events would Aypeac to 
Ia ined to work tor this end. ‘Shortly before the deoply-regrotted outrage, to 
which allusion has been made above, a new Governor-General, Mukhbor-es.Sultereh, 
liad arrived at Shiraz, His Excellency was fortunately feo fiom all trummels of Toot 
veidence, and was consequently in w position to examine the problem, with w 
dispassionate eye, He was perhaps lucky in that he arrived at a mament, when, the 
{italy imposed Tikbaui of the Kashgais, Sardar Thtesham, had buen freed to. reign 
that post, a fact which enabled him, without unduly creating bad blood, to recommeh 
the reinstatement of Soulet-ed-Dowleh, who has) niow made his submission to tha 
Government and has promised to perform faithfal service to them, ‘This adlution of 
thorny tribal question was at the sime time facilitated by the change of Cabinoe nt 
ayia, Which placed Ain-ed-Dowleh at the Home Otie, tint Kajar Prince having long, 
nderstanding with Soule 
A there has long heen a blood feud between Soulet-ed-Dowleh. 
snd Kawau probably the most. powerful local magnate in Kats, and 
wio had occupied the post of Acting’ Governor for 
‘sSultaneh, Thi 
of semi. 


Aoing so, The Governor-General was filly alive 
Majesty's consul of his anomalous position, byt, hin 
‘ppenr to have displayed admitable patience and_seltcontiol, 1 the 


Hope that the Central Government might find some suttable post for. Kawam putaide 
ithe Ministers for Foreign Affiirs and of the Intenor declared. thomeelicg 
inely desirous of doing this, but stated that no post was vacant, 

wy well have been the feeling of uncertainty us to whether or no M 

Sultanel would prove a sucees, coupled with the wish, in the eventof his beh 

« failure, to keep on the spot the one man capable ‘of carry 

g the appointment of a new Governor-General, 
Seeing that there was no, probability of Kayan’ leaving the provinee, Mukhbers 
«<Sultaneh wisely made up his mind that he would be salt a 

‘loing some active work outside 

could not fail to be a centre of in 
stggested erignaly by 

wis pet at the head of a nor-General, the duty 

‘of which would be to pun ially the Baharlus, who 

frequent the south-eastern 1 Tt would appear that 

and has retrieved a disaster 

0, since which 

had disappeared, 

8 a conqueror, 

ppear reason to 


“ 
declared 
ing on the adininistration 


Personage 


oper position 


hd rumour bas it that 
important chiefs, a truce that will, 
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presumably, only last as long as it is in their mutual interests that it shout continue to 
do 69, or, in other words, as long as the Governor-General, by virtue of his own personality 
or of the open support of the Central Government and! His Majesty's Legation i 
rweognised a8 the most important factor in the province. 
Thy aesival) OE a ebtrongr (cb cCalc G00) aeieataaed illo frauel to leprae 
‘al's prestige, and there is good reason to believe that the fact that they 
have matelied down to Bushire and brought back an important caravan of arms and 
ammunition has made a great impression locally. ‘This feeling cannot fail to be 
increased after the arrival of the detachment now on its way to Shiraz from Tebiran, 
whose military bearing was most favourably commented upon here. Provided that the 
Swedish officers do not show themselves lous, and exercise patience and tact 
Yeneral, there is, [ think, sound reason for hoping 
win the confidence of Mukliber-es-Sultaneh, and by 
cellenoy’s innate suepicion, of foreign intorferencd, bat may, asset 
sstore order and facilitate the collection of revenue, As you are aware, 
Sir, L impressed very earnestly on Colonel Hjalmarson, before he proceeded to Shiraz, 
that it was in the highest degree essential that he should work in co-operation with 
Mukhber-es-Sultaneh, i ‘a manner, at least, as to convey an impression to his 
Bxcelleucy that he was acting under his instructions, although it would be elearly neces- 
sary at times to take independent action withont waiting to consult him. As Thad the 
honour to report at the time, I found the colonel imbued with the best intentions, ‘The 
cordial way in whieh Mukh -Sultanch has expressed his approvel of the skilful 
manner in which Colonel Hjalmarson carried ont the for the safe trans- 
port of the arms caravan from Bushire proves that the colonel has not wasted his time 
in the school of diplomacy with which he has been brought into alimost daily contact 
since he came to Tehran, : 
erally agreed, I think, by all persons who know the true situation on the 
Bushire road that it would be almost impossible for the gendarmes to bring back 
the arms caravan from Bushire unless some understanding were come to between the 
colonel conmminding and the headinen on the road, and miich of the anxiety connected 
with the safety of that caravan, upon which the immediate failure or success of the 
Swedish Mission nay be said to have hinged, to a not unnaturid doubt as to 
whether ov no the colonel would prove hiinself diplomatically, as the French would say, 
K rde li situation.” Tt would appear y humble opinion, from all the 
that, the colonel fully Yose to the situation, Before 


and best of all b 

of the arrang or proposed to s : 

Majesty's consular officers at’ Bushire and Shiraz, and it would appear thav he did not 
confide to his own second in command what he had actually don. 

It is presumed, from the more ov less friendly attitude of tle headmen on the road, 
that Colonel Hjalmarson must have given them to understand that, fora time at least, 
some tolerance would be shown towards the pernicious system that has up, under 
which illegal and vexatious tolls are extorted from muleteers and travel ‘At all 
vents, such would uppear to have been the impression formed by Sir Peroy Cox from a 
eonveraation with Colonel Ejalmarson at Busiirs. In reporting this conversation, Sir 
Perey Cox expressed his opinion that, under existing cireumstances, and given’ the 
present inability of the gendarmerie to cope by force with the strong factious ou the 
road who have derived so much benefit from these intolerable exactions, it would 
be posible to bring about thelr total abolition at one blow, aud, whilst placing ou 
recon his determine opposition to the prolonget conti system of Dluck- 
tail, he cousidered that until the gendarmerie acquired more streigth there was 
nothing for it Int to wink ata modified form of * rahdari.” 

His Majesty's consul at Shiraz and the Governor-General were, however, ot 
thit a better solution of this difficult question could le atrived at by enlisting the 
services of a certain number of the dependants of the khans as road guards, who would 
be paid by the gendarmerie and be to a certain extent controlled by them. This system 
lias been established on the section between Shiraz and Kazerun, and would appear to 
be working satisfuct Tam advised, however, by. Mr. Smart, until recently His 
Majesty's sting consul at Shiraz, that there are no big headmen on this part of the 
road, and that there must be some doubt as to how far the more powerful khans lower 
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own the road will accept an arrangement that must affect their pockets, unless the 
payment of the road guards enlisted is made through them, In this cise they would, 
doubtless, take care to deduct sufficient from their meu’s pay to recoup themselves, with 
the inevitable result that the men themselves, being underpaid, would again resort to 
rubbery. Major Siefvert, the officer in command of the Furs gendarmerie, would appear 

favour the scheme for the enlistment of road guards, and to have already put it into 
ppacties on certain sections south of Kazerun, and algo to have placed gendarierie posts 

the southern half of the road, It is reported that certiin of the headmen are 

sanding the appointment of an inordinate number of road ‘guards at.an exorbitant 
rate of pay. This was but to be expected, and it is improbable that any hard and fist 
scheme ea be put in practice all at once; but there would seem reason to hope that we 

see a marked improvement before long, and that as the gendarmerio acquire a 

wr hold the abuses which have militated so seriously against British trade may tend 
to gradually disappear, 

Tt would be unreasonable to expect that order will be created out of chaos at 
4 moment's notice, and we must wait some months yet before security is really 

blished; but I must own that T have been most: agreeably surprised at the reports 

not allowing myself, in this country of disappointments, to build 

the future may have in store for use. “Major OGonnor reports that 

the tribal migration is passing off in an orderly and quiet marner unprecedented in late 

years, and that brisk trading is being carried on. I thiuk it is but fair to attribute his 

till share of credit to Mukhber-es-Sultanch for this improved state of affuirs, although, 

far as 1 am aware, it would be hard to point to any actual fact that has revealed his 

administrator, Tt would, perhaps, be just to his Excellency to credit, him 

with working quietly aud unostentatiously to reouiele the diverse interests at variance 
and generally promote the welfare of the province, 

Some short time ago a somewhat flamboyant announcement was made inthe 
London press by the Persian Legation, to the effect that the Bakhtiaris under Amir 
Nujahed, Governor of Behbehan, had totally defeated the Boir Ahmadi, Mamasenni, 
and others of the Kuhgilui tribe that hnd been the authors of the outrages on 
Mr. Sinart and Captain Hckford, had destroyed their towers, and generally administered 

ndign punishment. I have alluded to these feats of arms in previous despatches, and 
have stated that the Persian Government appeared to believe in their reality. Tho 
proached me for my air of scepticism about these 

lied that I accepted them with an open 


force despatched 
ramours of acts of gre 
have allowed confit 


y 
beyond the mountains. 

Finally, I should like to state that I feel convinced that the small sum of 15,0000., 
which His Majesty's Government advanced last December for the financial require: 


‘uents of the Firs administration, was of incalculable value in enabling Mulkhber-es- 
Htanch to maintain a semblance of adwinistrative activity. The actual money was of 
the greatest assistance, but it is probable that the knowledge that the Governor-General 
tad the support of His Majesty's Government. was probably of even greater value, on 
{Grannt of the moral efit produced. Time will probe show that tho determlition 
to withdraw the Central India Horse and the Rajputs will bear even more important 
fruit in the pacification of the province. ‘Thanks to the excellent bearing of the men, 
they would appear to have, made themselves quite popular at Shiraz, but they 
nevertheless remained a foreign foree in a foreign land, and no smnall credit. must 
acorue to Mukhbers-Snltanch in public estimation for the fact that the troops were 
drawn under his auspices, even if it is realised that the fact had nothing to do 
4 bim. Tt is argued here, and probably still more strongly at Shiraz, that, the 
withdrawal took place because there was no longer any need for the treseneo of 
the troops, This assertion necessitates a belief that no small measure of order had beng 
reestablished, and, when once such a belief gains ground, it is not impossible that the 
belief will grow into a reality. 
Although it may be well that the name of Ain-ed-Dowleh may have lost some of 
its quondam power in the provinees, still I am of opinion that his presence at the 
(1629) aP 
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Home Office has heen in no small measure responsible for the improvement that is 
noticeable in the south, as in other parts of Persia. I was struck, during a recent 
conversition with His Highness, about eertain differences that have sprung up between 
Mukhber-es-Sultanch and Movagger-ed-Dowleh, the Governor of Busbire, with the 
confident manner in which he spoke of his ability to effect a reconciliation, as if he 
rwilised that, in spite of constitutional changes, he could count upon the word of 
Kajar Prince and former Sadr Azam obtaining a hearing. I was pleased on the same 
occasion to hei His Highness express his satisfitction wi fh Mukhber-es-Sultaneh, 
beeause, in the early days of his assumption of office, he had hinted somewhat broadly 
‘at a possible change of Governors, about the undesirability of which I think there ean 
be no questi 
Thave, & 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 





(26136) No. 513, 
wnley to Sir Kdicard Grey.—(Received June 2,) 


No. 108. Confidential, 
& } Tehran, May 12, 1913. 
A SHORT time ago the Regent wrote to the Cabinet that he was of opinion that 
it would he well to.declare the young Shah of age, and. proceed to his Corouation on 
the occasion of his birthday at the end of next July, His, Highness represented 
that His Majesty would then, in his opinion, be of age, but he gave no particulars 
upon which he based this assumption, though he promised that he would return 
Iimself to Tehran for the coremony. “This suguestion of the Regent caused some 
sensation in Government circles, and was at first well received. ‘The general 
itopression was thav it was clear that Nast-ul-Mulk did not intend to return himself 
1 itwas suspected that his aim was to prevent anyone else succeeding 
h ollice, 
such an authority on constitutional matters as the Regent could 
‘mistake about the legality of th gested, but researches were 
‘ML onge made to establish exactly how old thie difficulty experienced 
in doing so showed how hard it is for a \ ugh he be a Shab, to 
Know his own age, but it would. appe n finally decided that he will only 
Ye 16} on his birthday, which occurs at the eud of July or beginning of August 
hext. ‘hus it was ¢ at by no stretch of imagination could it be made ont 
y had attai xe of 18 y quired by the terms of the 
‘Therenpon the Ecclesiastical Law was called into requisition, and it was 
shown that under that ordinanee a boy comes of age when he attains his 1th birthday, 
‘md that any law of the State that infringes the Ecclesiastical Law is ipso facto 
twull and void. It is suid that there is also another church law that declares aman 
of aye when he can constmmmate man It would appear, however, that the Shab, 
although he was given a concubine in ig) marriage about a-year ago, has not 
ot fullilled this requirement to the assumption of manhood, 
he time occupied in determining whether or not the Shah is of age to lawfully 
ie reins of Government save people an epportunity to examine into a muck 
portant side of the question, uamely, whether or no the youthful Shah is 
montally fitted to undertake the ard isk of governing Persia, even nominally. 
It has been clearly shown that His Majesty is not qualified to do so. "It would appear 
that ho is intelligent, but has received little or no education, can barely write, speaks 
no language but his own, in spite of the presence of mumerons foreign tutors, and is 
totally devoid of all knowledge of polities, though he is quoted as having given vent 
{0 cortaln expressions of opinion about foreign relations not devoid of eynical sarcasm. 
Norse than all, it would appear that he is easily influenced, and that up to the present 
he has hid no teaching but that of the illiterate and ignorant chamberlains attached 
tohis Court. Iv would, seem that he has a sort of reverence for his father, and there 
is good reason to fear that, if crowned, he would make a very bad choice of Ministers 
and bring about some catastrophe. Doubtless for a time his Ministers could be chosen 
for bin, but he would probably earm to ‘emancipate himself all to0 soon. 


M. Sabline and L have been at great pains to ascertain the views of politicians in 
and out of the Cabinet upon the question of the Shah's early Coronation, and x 
have found an unanimous consensus of opinion against the sugcestion. Ail pai 
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seem, moreover, to be agreed, as Ihave had the honour to inform you, Sir, by 
tlecraph, that it is most desirable in the interests of the country that the Regent 
should return at once. His Highness is the person best fitted to advise the young 
Shah, and to give him a course of political instruction which should render hin; more 
fit to assume the reins of Government than he is at the present time, It seems that 
Nasr-ul-Mulk has always had some influence over the Shah, and that since His 
Highness's departure for Europe, early a year ago, His Majesty has. done absolutely 
nothing but waste his timo dawdling about eating sweets. The incompetent 
imbeciles attached to his Court are in no small ieasure responsible for thie 
unfortunate state of affairs, as they encourage him in his idleness and instil inte 
lis mind that women and futile pleasures are much more desirable than intelligence 
and learning. 

Even the politicians who are believed to be ambitious to succeed Nasrul-Mulk ae 
Regent are unanimous in thinking that he should return at once, It is clearly 
realised that all agree that there is no one candidate who. stands out’ as the moc, 
desirable man to be made Regent, and that a regency crisis would oreato a. weak 
serious state of affairs, stir up personal vanities and ambitions, aud generally 
4 situation which holds out. some hope of improvement, despite the presente at 
thunder clouds on the hor Ssat-ed-Dowleh and Sipahdar, ‘The former. still 
aspires to the regency, aud is prepared to got there if he can by force. Io ie a 
snost plausible talker and showed me his hand. pretiy clearly in a recent conversation, 
in the course of which ho mado a bold bid for my support, representing. that, he eal 
no longer place any faith in Russia. C showed him that. Rusia aad Englond iro 

ing toxether for Persia's good, and that if he failed bofore with all the 

ils in his hand, it was entirely his own fault. Ho has avery doubtful claim of 
110.000 tomans (say, 27,0001.) against the Persian Government, and ono of his grout 
entives to securing power is to get hold of this money He has no doubt gathered 
ontented people round him, and is. probably intriguing with 

hday, with whom he is nominally on bad. terms and who owes him money’ but 7 
do not elieve that he has any serious following, though I am convinced thet, he ie 
{yi3 fara up and is probably being pressed for money, and that if he was given but 
slight encouragement by either legation, he wonld risk a bold elfort wo seoure. the 
regency 

Sipahdar has a larger personal following than Saad-ed-Dowleh, but his failure to 
jan up against. Shuja-ed-Dowleh in Azerbaijan has somewhat discredited him, and 
whhac a, rresponsible old person in whom little reliance ean be place. - Unfortunately, 
whilst tese two possible candidates for higher honours are in the field, not ten mack 

mts laced upon Vossugh-ed-Dowleh, the present Minister for Norvign 

ia palitician by profession, his Excellency has his personal. cargor always 

{elore his eyes, and for this reason endeavours to keep well with all the possibility 
that may some day do him a good 

‘There have been working of the present 
Motamon-ul-Mullke and 
© of the two brothe 


to reconcile their differene: 
have been effaced. 


), accepts the pat 
iculty. 
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proposes to make to his colleagues, of whom the one most generally interested is the 
Minister of the Intorior, who is inclined to reproach Vossugh-ed-Dowleh for putting bi 
ina false position. ‘The case of Salar-ed-Dowleh has, for instance, created much friction 

Detwoon the two above-mentioned Ministers, who are both somewhat sclf-opiniated 

and inclined to sulk if their views are crossed, ‘The case of Amir Azam at Asterabad 
also wounded Ain-ed-Dowleh very deeply, as, in addition to the affront that he felt it 
to be to his official dignity, the unaccepted Governor is a close relation of His Highness. 

Tt is, I think, fortunate that the veteran President of the Council is somewhat 
colourless, as were he also to have decided views the situation would be well-nigh 
hopeless, As it is, am inclined to think that union can be maintained, as long as 
it is realised that the Cabinet enjoys the good-will of the two Governments. 

‘The Prosident of the Council has lately expressed to me his distrust of the 
Bakhtiaris, and has stated that he is firmly convinced that they are intriguing against 
the Government, [have seen Samsam-es-Sultauch myself, and have caused the other 
Teading khans to be interrogated by Mr. Smart. ‘The former President of the Council 
has repeated with evory appearance of sincerity—it is true that with Bakhtiaris 
appearances are sometiines doceptive—the assurances previously given me that he 
will support the present Cabinet, and has added spontaneously that he does not think 
that it would be be possible to find better one. His Excellency added, however, that 
he knew for n fact that certain of the Khans had entered into a secrot agreement with 
Sipahidar, who may b «d Dack in 1 ‘ery soon now from his properties in 
Mavandoran, which he has been visiting since his return from Europe. 

Sardar Bahadur, who has made himself somewhat conspicuous as a milita 
leader in the operations against. the forces of Mohammed Ali Mirza, has practically 
fuiceceded to. the pos pied until quite recently by his father, Sardar Assad, 
ho is now almost totally blind. [ acoordingly instructed Mr. Smart to see him an 
endeavour to ascertain from him whet is any, and, if s0, how much, trath in 
the reported understanding made with Sipahdar by’ the Bakhtiari khaus, Sardar 
Bahadur, who is a eapable young man with some European education, explained the 
situation quite frankly to Mr. 8) id that Sardar Mohtashem, the late Minister 
of War, had beon approached by several influential political. personages with a view 
to porsuading him to come to an agreement wi ahdar, Sardar Assad and 
Sardar Baliadur, secing that Sardar Mohtashem would not be able to resist this 
presse and fearing that if loft alono he might do something foolish, had decided 
that he, Sardar Bahadur, in order to control his cousin, should join him in making 
the agrcoment with the Sipahdar. ‘This agreement, Sardar Bahadur assured 
Mr, Smart, is Inrgely platonic, and has been concluded with Sipahdar’s brother with 
‘a view to reassuring the late ral of Azerbaijan, who had some fear of 
Bakhtiari aggression if he returned to Tehran after the campaign made against their 
remaining in offico somo few months ago when he, Sipahdar, was resident at Tabri 
Sardar Bahadur added that the agreemont in no way contemplates the return of 
either tho Bakhtiaris or Sipahdar to office, that the khans do not wish either Sipakdar 
or themselver to hold office, and that they will oppose any attempt on his part or ou 
that of Sand-ed-Dowleh to obtain office, their intention being to generally strongly 
support the present Cabinet against their opponeuts, but that whatever happens they 
will never tolerate the presence of a Russian puppet at the head of affairs. 

Thave, &e. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 








(25137) No. 344. 
W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reevived June 2.) 


(No. 109, Confidential.) 
Sin, p Tehran, May 12, 191: 
AS you have been made aware by recent telegraphic correspondence, the Salar-ed- 
Dowleh question threatens to again become acute and it is much to be feared that its 
settlement will cost the Persian Government money that can ill be spared. It is 
unnecessary to recapitulate the whole history of the case with which you are familiar, 
but it is worth noting that His Highness was actually once more a rebel in arms at 
Sabzewar on the road to Meshed when he decided that the game was up aud that for 
the time being, at all events, his best policy would be to agree to the Persian proposals 
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made at Russian instigation, accept the Governorshi 
At the moment that the Prince reached this wise 
infinitesimal force of badly-armed followers and 
much superior foree of Govern 

Even then Salar did not 
Asterabad in a very 
‘genuine act of submis 


of Ghilan and return to Asterabad. 
lecision he was at the head of an 
Amir Azam dominated him with a 


ith a good grace but returned to 
‘thout in any way having made 4 


n fegent, 
; y euit ever allowed themselves to bi 
persuaded into agrecing to appoint the exerebel to Resht but. they did ao andor erage 
Prcoauo; whilst Ido not think that it ean fuirly be maintained, when all the faete f tng 
conditions madera early examined, that His Highness di really enrty out the 
Lon ae ie des-although a good case can be made out in his favour if no count. 4 
taken of his persistent discourtesy and want of submission to the'Tehiran everest 
Covert Betsenally of opinion that ho never intended to go to Resht, and 1 think ote 
Government wade a mistake in ot forcing his hand by making it easier for him to 
proceed there. It is clear that he his now much loftier ambitions aad +o 
oe i : ‘ould not 
sept th Pat except [uae strong Russian pressure, undor which it is also probable 
hat he wi ceed to Europe. Iunderstand from my Russian colleague’ th 
has come to an agreé vit T " He 
Has come toa ciermoment with the Turkonaas whom he Hao nunuhoned Colds staars 
r as subdued Mazanderan he will put himself at their head and declan 
‘war upon Russia against whieh Power thowo ‘Turkomans have a grievance! ne ote 
expedition MatGhy the situation would now appear to necessitate the despatch of an 
Terkonamii Heliran to subdue the Prince aud restore order among the leaffected 
WH be out have rallied to him. Sucli an expedition is now being prepared ie 
ll Desooegbesed of 450 Bakhtiar’ horsemen under the command of Salar Baleder, and 
ausioue te Seng Wo, Sehineider and two Maxim guns, ‘The Government were mat 
Den obteat Santat Bahadur should put himself at the head of this foree but he hag 
aecomat ohcete deeline to do.s0 as he cannot leave ‘Tehran at tho present somont ne 
Were he 4g get private and official affairs that demand his presenee at the eortct 
cficlengy of Ghnmand of the Bakhtiari foree it would guarantee, both the wi itary 
3 of te same and the good conduct of the sowars. Ho assures me that te, 


khan put at their head is quite 10. conc operations success 
is quite able t 
et : conclude the operat fully and, in 


that the sowars will behave themselves 
will not aequire such an undesin tation for pillage as has heen won by former 
sul desirable reputation for pillage as 
Bakhtiari detachments 2 


despatch of an Pana the 
p an exped ental the 
ne idea 

on leave, the other 

hich the Persian 


ween the case in the 
this view although he 
no longer infested hy 


Thave, &e. 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 


‘agrees that the situation i 
truculent mujaheds osten 
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[25138] BGARS 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Reecived June 
ert) Tehran, May 13, 1913. 

THAYE the houour to transmit copies of the note and sigued aide-mémoire which 
Taddressed to the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 16th April, offering the 
Imperial Government an advance of 100,000 for the financial requirements of the Fars 
elanevi, and placing on eeord the ews of Hi. Majesty's, Government respecting 
their prescriptive right to control the buoyage and lighting of the Persian Gulf, a 
their claim to the right to aiford protection in Persin to natives of Babrein and the 
subjects of the 'Trucial chiefs. My action in this matter has been based upon the 

tructions contained in your telegram No. 182 of the 11th April and previons 

aphic instructions. Chave also the honour to enclose translations of the replies 

yeceived from the Minister for Foreign Affairs and copies of the letters that T subse- 

quently addressed to the Treasuret-Generel and the manager of the Bank of Persia, 
advising them of the arra nt made, together with copies of their answers. a 

oe of the unprodiotive negotiations that Thad already exrred on respecting 

ents it was desired to make with the Persian Government for the 

ions in the Persian Gulf, it was hardly to be expected that T 

atisfictory reply to the vide-mémoire than that made, by 

Vossugh-ed-Dowleh, In communicating it, bis Excellency sent his ‘chef de eabinet” to 

‘express an earnest hope that His Majesty's Governent would not think that the 

sian vere inspired by ngs or that they did not, feel 

most deep fil to His Majesty's G fe dvanee of the 

110,000L, which, i wis hoped, would assist. materially c ion of order in 

the south, but more especially for their generally benevolent attitude to Persia in the 

of recent niost vexutios incidents, which had caused the Imperial Goverment the 

greatest distress and concern. ‘Th dded, was afraid, in the 

‘absence of the Meal ies than those it 
indy burdened itself wit 2 

e advance to the gendarmerie has raised a he financial 

nts of that administration which will require careful exa AAs you, 

Alu es.Sultanch gave me to understand last Janury that he had 

consultation with Colonel Hjalmurson, that a sum of 50,0002, would 

ie Fars scheme for three years. Having ascertained that this 

figure was considered to be more than sufficient Tor the purpose, L suggested that an 
sidvanoe of 100,000, would nits of the first year, Borel 

month liter, Colonel Hjalmarson pro F Jesigned to cover an increase 

oft efor the whole of ‘i bers of the force to 8,000 

i, and entailing an annual expenditure of 490,000 Under the new scheme, the 
foxee to be employed in Kars wus raised to 9,300 men, at a cost of 944,001, for two 
at, 

FN Eas 16 esbo 

that it would be put into exeou 

which T thought would certainly roeinig to w proposal that 

such a heayy demand upon re ‘of the 60 Tris 
than probible that the projet wa r examined closely, and in any case 

was retivned. The Swedes taking silence as equivalent to consent, or not being willing 
to wait the usual six months for a Persian answer, have at once set to work to recruit 
‘in the increased seale, and have presented financial requisitions in accordance with the 
weve Dude, whieh would appa to have been submitted at all to the Treasurer 
General. 

‘The Government are quite prepared to put a large sum aside for the gendarmerie 
out of the joint advances, which may serve to supply the neces ids for six or 
cight months, but it is 1 rom what quarter the money for the upkeep of the 
enlarged foree will come when the money laid aside from the advances is finished. ‘The 
‘Treasirer-General is of epinion that there cannot be too many gendarmes, and 
optimistic about finding funds for their maintenance. L entirely agree with M, Mornard 
that this gerlarmei for should berua age aa ereuttancen will allow, ln tt appears 
to me that some caution must be exercised or we shall run the risk of finding a force 
that promises to render invaluable assistance, suddenly brought to naught for wont of 
money, Regular pay has proved so fir the secret of their success, 
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I jropse to go into the whole matter fully and carefully after the return of 
Colovel Hjalmarson' to Tehran, and shall have the honour to report to you further on 
the subject. 
Thave, &e, 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 


————— 
Enclosure 1 in No, 345, 


Sir W. Townley to Vossuk-ed-Dowleh, 


M, le Ministre, ri 

AS your Excellency is awa en 
Uth January last for the purpo: ql 's Government. 
to make an advance of 
establishir 


that provines. His Hig! 
large loan that the Pe 
Highness intimated th 


tr 


the requirements of public se 
‘expressed a hope that His Majesty's Government would: make an immed 
advance of half the sum requi 


Thave now the lionour t that Lam authorised by Sir B. 


isposal of the Tnperial Govern The nuoney to b 

unt at the Tinperial Bank of Persia entitled \Tséeoriek gidra' 

» Furs” and to be available in monthly instalments of 80001, to be 

neittd by the Trensnner-General to the competent gendarmerie ofcer by asingement 
with Colonel Hjalinarson, 

Ie is understood that this advance will be repayable out of the Jange loan when 

od ; that it will be secured upon the surplus of the Southern Customs; that it 

pes, cout, er annum and that, in the event of no loan being 


nade, it will be repayabl the surplus revenues of theabove-named Ch d 
conve, and after the previous advances made by Hal Govantina Aaginie 


His Majesty's Government amountin, 
in all to $40,007, have been liquidated, Dee Dee Soresninant aiioaht 


Thave, &e 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 


nelosure 2 in No, 345, 
Aide-mémoire, 


HIS Excellency the Minister for Foreign Auirs is certainly aw hi 
predecessor nt the Foreign Ofc called upon His Britons Majesty Minis ain 
{ith January last, shortly after the dastardly attack upon a party of British officers in 
te eel ce a A ie Dae a the Shiraz—Bushire road, which 
sulted’in the death of Captain Eokford, an officer of nnise, in c 
the earnest desire ofthe Imperial Persian Govermmenteis sobiee rel nana 
ithe southern trae routes through the instr 
Swedish officers, His Highness Aln-es-Sultaneh represented that the matter hy 
tarefully gone into with Colonel Hiemarson, chief tnstructor of the sae ea 
tat it had been established that to ensure permaneney and efficiency in the formation 
‘ta gendariperie force capable of coping with the situation a suin of $30,000, would be 
reyuired. Tt w ated that this sum would suiice to mest all antilpated expenses 
years, aud his Highness earnestly urged that His Majesty's 
went should give yet another proof of their benevolent good-will toward Persian 
sing an early advance of one-half of the money: which would be refiinded out of the 


t to seoure a restoration of order 
mentality of the gendarmerie under the 
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that the Imperial Government hoped to be able to negotiate at an early date. 

nebe added that the abseesmontigaee sum of money would be set aside by the 

General of Persia at the complete disposal of Colonel Hjalmarson, and 

allocated to the requirements of public security in Furs on the basis of a budget 

already been prepared by Colonel B Senne 

eee pre! a by Alives-Sultaneh was duly communicated to His Majesty's 

Who have expressed their willingness to advance 10,0001. upon conditions 

al note from His Majesty's Legation of even date. In authorising 

ister to place the above-mentioned sum of money «at the disposal of 

ment to a separate account at the Imperial Bank of Persia under the 

leading “‘Trésorien général: Gendarmerie de Fars,” Sir Edward Grey has agreed that 

the entire sun should be paid in in one payment, but he has stipulated that stall be 

disbursed in twelve monthlyinstalments of 8,001. each, leavingea sum of 4,001. that ean be 

drawn upon in case of emergency. Further, that ioney shall be spent under the 

control of the Treasurer-Genera}, wvho will only authorise payments from the same after 

consultation with the chief instructor of the gendarmerie, ‘These moneys will be 

transmitted on the oner of the Trwasurer-General to the Shiraz branch of the Imperial 

Bank of Persia to the account of the financial agent, who will in turn remit them to the 

Swedish officer commanding the gendarmerie of Fars. The monthly budget of the 

sgondarmerie of Furs will be prepared by the chief instructor at Tehran in acconl with 

the Treasrer-General, after having ascertained of the officer in command at 

Shiraz, who will take counsel with the financial agent at that place. It is farther 

understood that all purchases for the gendarmerie in the south will be put up to open 

ei that, in view of the benevolent attitude 
disorders on th 


of the read ‘ financially, the Imperial Government would 
Mm cfinite understanding with the British Goverument, 
concerning curtain questions connected with the Persian Gulf, such as the buoyage and 
lighting, and the recognition of the right of British consular officers to protect certain 


+, that the Persian Government are reluctant to undertake the 
responsibility of making a satisfictory written arrangement upon the subject, His 
Majesty's Government have decided. to withdraw the demands which were put forwatd 
a. condition of the advance of 100,00001 on behalf ofthe gendarmerie of Kary; but in 
doing $0 they wish it to be understood that they reg possessing a 
presriptive right to contol ths lighting nnd busyage ‘rmangements in the Gulf, which, 

foe hey would not hesitate to enforce. 
their 
to extend Persia 
f Bahrein and the trucial chiefs, and that, in refraining trom pressing 
for Persian recognition of this claim, they do so ouly on the understanding, 

thot there rights will not be disputed in practice 


Tehran, April 16, 1913, 


Enclosure 3 in No. 345 


Vossuk-ed-Dowleh to Sir W. Townley. 
‘Translation, . 
ee _ May 1, 1913. 

T HAVE hud the honour to receive your note of the 16th ultimo, respecting the 
visit your Excellency ind received froin His Highness the AluesSultaueh on ie 
Lith ‘January last, requesting an advance for the special expenses. of the Fars 
ndarmetie, and beg to state that Tam grateful for the good-will shown by His 

ritannic Majesty's Government in making the advance of 100,002, the whole of which 
will be devoted to the gendarmerie in Fars and what is necessary for the general security 
of that province, ‘The Persian Government accept the mode of expenditure, and the 
method of repayment, and tlie security for interest on the advance as laid down in your 
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Hote, and itis trusted that the amount in question will be placed at the disposal of the 
Persian Government as soon as possible in order that it may be spent on the objects 
stated. 
T avail, & 
VOSSUK-ED-DOWLEH. 


Enclosure 4 in No, 345. 


Vossuk-ed-Dowleh to Sir W. Townley, 
(Translation, May, 7, 1913. 

THE Ministry for Foreign Afftirs as taken note of the aide-mémoire of His 
Britannic Majesty's Legation, dated the 16th April, 1913, on the subject, of arraige: 
wents in connection with the advance of 100,001, which, in accordance with His 
Britannic Majesty's Minister's note of the same date, will bo paid by. His Majesty's 
Government to the Persian Government, for the special purpose of the expenses of the 

He in tho south, ‘The Ministry for Foreign Aflues fully appreciates this act 
l'on the part of His Majesty's Government, which is a proof of their great 
friendship towards that of Persia, 

The statement made in the aide-mémoire, under reply, that “His Majesty's 
Government have decided to withdraw tho demands which were put. forward ae a 
fandition of the advance of 100,000% for tho Fara gendarmerie” has been duly noted, 
bat, With regard to the concluding passages in the memorandum, ro the “ buovage 
and lighthouses,” and the recognition of the right of British eomsular. officom to 
protect certain classes of persons, the Ministry for Foreign Affairs has the honour to 
Ther His Britannic Majesty's Minister to the proposals made to. him on the evening of 
the 11th March by his Excellency the Mushaver-ul-Mumalek, Under-Secretary for 
Foreign Allure, respecting the erection of lighthouse and to jrovious correspondence 
[euveen the Persian Foreign Office and the British Logation on the Bahein question, 
It is to be added that the Persian Foreign Office maintains its former views in she cane 
alluded to, and all similar cases, 


VOSSUK-ED-DOWLEH. 


(Seuled: Ministry for Foreign Affaits.) 
oe 


Enclosure 4 in No. 345, 
Sir W. Townley to M. Mornard. 


M. le Trésorier général, Téhéran, los mai, 1913, 
AT Vhonneur de vous informer que je viens de mettre & votre disposition & In 
Banque Impériale dans des emditions indiquées en dessous une somme de 10,0001, que 
PGowvernement de Sa Majesté britannique a avanode au Gouvernement Imperial de 
Perse pour les besoins financiers de la section de ln gendarmone, gouvemmontale 
PPEialement désignée pour opérer dans In province de. Fars, dina le but d'y rétablie 
Torre et a tranguilité sur In grande route commereiale qui traverse la” province 

susmentionnée. 
jouvernenent Impérial s'est déelaré d'accord que sete somme soit (sie sera) 
eae dans um compte 4 part lu Banque Impériale de Perse intitulé "Trésnrien géncral, 
Gendarmerie de Fars,” qu'elle ne sera disponible quo par versements mensuels de 8,000, 
chacun, ‘et que cet argent sera remis mensuellement. par vos oie aus. ofieion 
Gaypetents de la gendarmerie, d'arcord avec le Colonel Hjalmarson, instrnctour en chet 
dela gendarmerie gouvernementale, Il été aussi conveitu quo Tumge de cette argent 
Font, Rises sous votre contrble et que vous autoriserez les payoments qui doivent os 
fuire aprés consultation avec Is susmentionné inatructeur enchet. Prut noe te 
otrant de ce quia été convenu en ce qui concerne Ia figon de disposer de oes fonds, 
jai Thonneur de vous transmettre, cijoint, extrait dun aidesmemole gus jai 
Gamumniqué & son Excellence le Ministre des Affaires Btrangbres, diordre de ion 
uavernement, 

cette avance sera remboursable ds qu'un gros emprunt. aera réaliad par lo 
Gouvernement persan; ello est nssurée sur lexeddent des revenue des donancer des 
per itters intérot au taux de 7 pour est par an, Dans Te cal ot emprunt ne. Borate 
Favance sera remboursée de Vexosdent des douanes du’ aud. ch temps 


8k 
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utile, et aprés que les autres avances récemment faites au Gouvernement persan 
Te Gouvernement, do Sa Majesté britannique (dont le montant est de 340,000) 
auront été liquidées, Le remboursement se fera de In méme maniére, soit raison 
de pavements semestriels de 50,0002, que celle qui a été tablie pour Tavance nouvelle- 
ment faite, : 
Je vous prie, &e. 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 


Enclosure 6 in No, 345. 


Ml. Mornard to Sir W. Townley. 
M. le Ministre, Péhéran, le 8 mai, 1913. 
SAT Thonneur de vous accuser réception de votre lettre du 6 mai courant ainsi 
cong ;— 


[Here follows the whole of the letter which forms my Enclosure No. 5.] 


En vous marquant mon aceord complet sur les conditions posées par le Gouverne- 
ment de Sa Majesté britannique, tant en ce qui concerne Ja fagon dont Yavance de 
100,004 dott étre utilisge sous mon controle, quiau sujet du mode de remboursement 
lltérient, jo m’empresse de vous faire savoir que la Banque Impériale a adja erédité la 
‘Trésororie générale du montant en kransde la susdite avance, en compte spécial intitule 
“Drégorier général ; Gendarmerie du Fars.” i 
Je vous prie, &e. 
Le Trésorier général, 
MORNARD, 


Enclosure 7 in No, 345. 
Sir W, Townley to Imperial Bank of Persia. 


Sin, Tehran, May 6, 1913. 
HAVE the honour to request you to place to the credit of the Treasurer 
General in separate account as described below the sui of 100,007, 
have lately received as per your letter of the 16th ultimo to. my on 
has been advanced by Ht Majesty's ament to the Persian Gi 
the financial requirements of the i employed in th - 
haw wen agreed that it. shall ed in a separate account denominated 
a and that it shall be only available in 
wucney is repayable out, of a loan when 
secured upon the surplus of the Southern Customs, outof which interest at the 
rate of 7 per cent. per annum is to be paid. In the event of no loan being made before 
1915, this advance will become repayable after the advances previously made, which 
‘Amount to 340,004, have been liquidated, and by the same hall-yearly 
of 50,0007,, as has been established for the repayment of the former adv: 
time is the whole stim shall hive been repaid, 
Thave, &e. 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 


Enclosure § in No. 345. 


Tmperial Bank of Persia to Sir W. Townley. 

Sin, May 6, 1918. 

WE have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of to-day's date, the 
contents of which have hid our attentio 

‘The amount of 100,001, heen paced to the credit of an aseount, 
“Trésorier général ; Gendari rs" and we note that the amount is onl 
available in monthly instalm We shall, however, be greatly obliged if 
You will kindly inform us when the first transfer is to be effected, and under whose 
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arder, Please also inform us if the interest at the rate of 7 per eent. is to be charged 
on the whole amount of 100,002. as from to-day. 
Thanking you in advanee, we have, &e. 
D. M. BROWN, Acting Chief Manager. 


Enelosure 9 in No, 345, 
Sir W, Townley to Imperial Bank of Persia. 


Sir, Tehran, May 6, 1913. 
IN reply to your letter of even date, upon the subject of the manner and date 
upon whieh the fist transfer of the 10,0001, placed to the oredit of the Tramen 
General in a separate account, entitled “Trésorier général ; Gendarmerie de Fars,” is 
to be ected, I beg to state that irom this date ML, Mornard, the Treasursr-Gevoral 
has full authority to draw upon this account for the suin of 8,001, and that on the Lab 
June and Ist of each succeeding month he will be entitled to draw upon the account 
up to the sum of #,0001,, until the total amount: deposited shall have been exhausted, 
AsT understand the wishes of His Majesty's Government, interest at’7 per getty por 
will bo charged upon the whole euonnt of 100,000 me hove to-day, but 
ard will beat liberty to, make such an anrangement with you aa he, can 
interest on that portion of the gross sum as will remain in your hands on 


Thave, &e, 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 





Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 2) 
(No. 111.) 
Si, Lehvan, May 13, 1913, 
IN teply to vour despatch No, 38 of the 28th February last asking’ for any 
opecrvations that I might wish to minke upon Sir Perey Cox’s despateh to me, No. 1, 
of the 22nd January lust, I have the honour to state that I have received the dlospatelt 
tro iestion, but have waited to answer your enquiry until T had seen Mr. Maotetn, 
the representative at Tehran of the Porsian Railway Syndicate who hus recently coms 
ont to Persi 
Mr. MacLean coneurs with Sir Perey Cox that it will be more than probable. that 
Sheu construction work on the Mohiaminerah-Khoremabad Railway. conmonces, tie 
Prucate will have to make somo arrangement with the Persian Government fhe 
cilities for avigation on the Upper Karum and Diz, but. he is not personally te 
‘session of the views of the syndicate, if they have yet formed any, upon thie 
question, 
Sir Percy Cox's suggestion came 
moved the Persian Ge 
the Upper Karan to 
the moment 


gucstion 


eS grave respon- 
mbly next meets, 


Thave, &. 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 


SS eae 
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(26140) No. 347. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 2.) 
ge) Tehran, May 13, 1913, 
" LHAVE the hionour to transmit herewith the summary of events in Pers for the 
four weeks ending to-day, 
Thave, &e. 


WALTER TOWNLEY. 


Enclosure in No, 347. 


Summary of vents in Persia for the four Weeks ending May 13, 1913. 


Tehran. 


MR, ALBAN YOUNG, councillor to His M ‘y's Legation, left Tehran’ for 
ve on the 16th April, ‘he Honorable A. Keppel, honorary attaché to 
Jeft ‘Tehran for Europe on the 23nd April. Mr, Linha, 
ed at Tehran, Mr, Nadalny, an off 
on a special mission to. Unum 
claims of Mr,’ N van, subject, paid a short visit to Tehr 
‘Accomplishment of his mission and left for Berlin on th : 
ed with the manner in. which Russian officials in Azer baijan protect 
with which they are charged, Tt is thought possible that 
Nadalny’s visit may result in the appointiment, long contemplated, of a German 
vive-consul de carr the place of the present consular agent there 
Lhe Cabinct—The resignations of Mushit-ed-Dowlelr and Mutemin-ul-Mulk have 
become definitive, but they have not yet been replaced at the Ministries of Education 
and Commerce respectively, Mumtazed-Dovleh has also resigned the portfalio of 
Justice, but he remains in the Cabinet, and will probably exercise the nominal functions 
of Minister of Commerce, ‘There has been considerable discord in the Cabinet, mainly 
between Ain-ed-Dowleh and his adherents and Vusook-ed-Dowleh and his adherents, 
At present peace has been, at least outwardly, restored, Z 
The Regeney—At the request of Nast-al-Mulk, Mustofi-ul-Memalik’s mission to 
Europe to brig back the Regent has been abandoned. ‘To obviate the strife which 
outa prlibly 8 oaunad ay to op t, the Cabinet has been 
considering the idea of declaring the Shih of age, but the majority of responsible 
politicians seen now to agree that this project is inadvisable, and that another attempt 
should he made to induce Nast-ul-Mulk to return, 
Gendarnerie-—The second detachment of the gendarmerie expeditionary force for 
loft Tehran, with Swe rs and Maxim ns, on ind April. ‘The 
Aetuchnent, about 500. strong, was reviewed on the cossack parade ground a fow days 
botore its departure in the presence of the Shah, the Cabinet Ministers, and the 
diplomatic corps. ‘The review aroused much enthusiasm among all classes of Persians, 
who had watched a Persian cossack review on the previous day with marked 
indifference, 
W. A. SMART, Acting Oriental Secretary, 
Tehran, May 13, 1913. 


PS —Mujaleds—The mujaheds, who had Teft Tehran on a five-booting expedi- 
tion, have returned to the capital and sirrendered their arms in return for a promise 
of amnesty: aud employment in Government service. This settlement was langely 


effieted by Ain-ed-Dowleh, ae 
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Ghélan ond Mazanderan, 


Tt was reported last month that Salar-edl-Dowleh had sent a sinall foreo to Sari, 
the capital of Mozideran, ‘Though this was subsequently officially denied, and though 
it was said that the force is in the neighbourhood of Barfarush, the rumour that 
Salar hind captured Sari proved correct. ‘The Central Government is making rrange- 
ents for the despatch of a Bakhtiari fores of 450 men from Tehran to operate against 
the rebels in Mazanderan, 

His Majesty's viee-consil reports that his Russian colleague is acting in a very 
high handed manner in his efforts to obtain money from the local inhabitants to fone 
the Russian subject, who last January obtained the contract for a service of moter 
cars between Resht and Tehran, 


Meshed. 


he Russian Bank has purchased new quarters in the Ark quarter, and apparently, 
in some instances, took over houses, by foree, at a valuation, 

Colonel Drozdovski, who has been in command of the Russian troops since last 
August, has been replaced by Colonel Khakandov, a former commandant. of the 
‘Tureoman div 

The party of Indian cavalry, 
escort there, eaptured and brought i  brigand, and five 
of his followers. His Majesty conjunction with his Russian colleague, 
is trying to ensure a proper 


Topahan. 


Robberies and acts of aggression in the town and environs are reported to be on 
the increase, | ‘This apparently. to.a great extent due to tho inefleieney of the pol 
who. are “underpaid. “Tt is alleged that the Governor-General appropriates a! lan 
fortion of the sum paid by the Central Government for the maintenanoo of the police 
for his private nse, s 

‘The party of Government gendarmerie, strength about 170 cavalry and 280 infantry 
With @ machine gun section, which left Tohranon the 28rd and the 24th April, haw 
passed through Ispahan en route to Shitaz, 

The Russion consul-general, driving without, an escort, was spat at by a Seyyid 
‘his Passing over the Ispuhan bridge. "The culprit was seized and ‘beaten on the spot 
where the incident ocourred 


Yeed. 


According to the ‘Treasury agent the Governor-General. hs completed the 
colletion of fast year's revenue, seal hit’ aoe commenced collecting those for the 
Gurrent year. A ‘party of 160 Kashi sowers have lately arrived in Yerd, and His 
Majesty's vice-consul thinks it probable that the Governor will employ. thom in 
collecting taxes. 

There appears to be a certain amount of friction in the Parsi community, as eases 
He haw frequently taken to the Mahommedan courts insteat of to the Aiguman na 
formerly. 


ape fate of the brigand Taimur, who was captured last March, has not yet been 
settled. 
Shiraz. 


Horse and the detachment of the 7th Rajputs, who left Shiraz 
ushire without incident, and a caravan of some 1,600 rifles 
for the Government gendarmerie, artived safaly at 


Tarkan, 


[1629] 





Seistan. 
‘The Baluchi raiding party, mentioned in last month's summary as having started 
for the Kainat, is reported to have looted a caravan of some 80 to 100 camels and to 
‘ye still at Iarge. Also, a flour convoy, accompanied by some servants of the Telegraph 
Department, was attacked by robbers near Koarak, ‘The department servants. were 
kept as prisoners for seven days, but. were not otherwise illtreated. 
Since Nau Roz, owing to the introduction of new taxes and to the enhaneement of 
ig ones, there has been a great deal of discontent. against the Belgian officials, 
29th March this culminated in a large mob of towns-people and villagers 
collecting outside the custom-house and breaking the windows. M. Paquet, the 
Customs director, asked His Majesty's consul to use his influence to appease the people, 
‘The crowd, which was perfectly friendly to His Majesty's consul and his party, allowed 
Hin to enter M. Paquet’s house, where he was later joined by the Deputy-Governor, the 
Kanguza® and two of the Leading mullibs, ‘The’ Deputy-Governor's guard of some 
sixty to seventy men dispersed the crowd; aul thanks to the intervention of His 
Majesty's consul and to the influence of the mullahs, the people decided, for tho time 
boing at any rate, not to take fur © measures. ‘The situation, however, 
‘appeurs to bo an impasse, unless the Customs authorities will le satisfied with the 
collection of revenue at the old rates, as the revenue gendarmes are not strong enougl 
‘at present to enforce payments on the no 


Kerman, 


General, with « force of 800 men and three guns, is on tour in the 

ported to have left Bam on the sth April. eae 
essrs, Johns and ‘Tipper, of the Geological Survey of India, having failed to find 
ng of commercial vik fa the neighboarhonl, ave leaving Kerman, 


Kermanshah. 


‘The state of the town and province is the same as reported in last’ month's 

summary, A 
On'the Loth April, fit h soldiers arrived at Kermaushah as a consular 
Shard, without, the permission of the Persian authorities. At theit first attempt to 
Gis the frontier, they were arrested and disarmed ; but Farman Farma gave. the 
Persian frontier guards orders. tc to conduct the Turks back into 
their own 1 Turks made a detour and evading 

the frontier ianshah 
‘Thorw tins been of late letween Arabs aud Sinjabig. in, ‘Turkish 
ritory ; but, ao latest information, the Kaimakam of Khanikin, and 
iin charge of the Kasri-Shirin district, have arranged 
wn the contending parti 


Bushire, 
‘The Central Indix Horse and the detach fthe7th Rajputs arrived at Bushire 
‘on the 16th April, and the fo ft for v days later, 
. FORDHAM, Major, 
Military Attaché. 





(26143) 


Siv W. Townley to Sir Edteard Grey—(Receieed June 2,) 

(No. 115.) 
Sir, Tehran, May 13, 1913. 

HAD the honour to inform you in my telegram No. 176 of the 29th April of the 
general tevour of M. Subliue’s views as to the sort of fiuancial control chat might be 
established in the event of a large loa being made t» Persia. I now beg to transinit a 
summary of a rough memorandum that he has communicated to me, Ido not send the 
Frumorandum itsell because M. Sabline his requested me uot to do so, as it was hastily 
drawn up and is, in his opinion, clumsily: phrased, 


S51 : 
| agree with M. Sabline that a commission such 

of the greatest use in ensuring the 

to think that itis somewhat ta 

administration, and that it wo 

knowledge of finance and the 

interests it is intended to protect, 

Ministry of Finance might also w 

would have the advantage of providing pave with 

the expense that would be entail tec! 

experts to be imported from Europe, 

as the one suggested would be less 

more formal Board of Control, w! 

was the Oriental Secretary, his knowled 

M, Sabline is opposed to the i 
the affairs of Persia 
deprecated the 
admission would 

vn only Great Brit his presenco was 

srevpted on the score that he reprosouted the Krench Uondholders’ interests, whee 

Guarantee would there be that a sufficiency of the bonds migiit not some day pass lito 

(Getinan hands to justify a demand thom the German Government that the tathreata, of 
in bondholders should be watehed over in a similar manner? 

The strong opposition to M. Mornard would appear to have died down, for the 

nt at all events, and he would seein to have taken. the adview given hawt be se 

¢ less dictatorial in his manner towards the Cabinet Ministers, and to souk rathee ty 

it sufeyuarding as far as may lie in his power the national interesty 

ge. Judging by the changed tone of the Mauister of the Interior, 

. Mornard has not been idle in that diveetion, andthe eae ae ae powerful 

Ain-ed Dowleh can be of 60 much assistance or of 9 much harm to the Terence, 

ral in the development of his provincial administration that it would have hcg 
folly to have made an enemy of his Highness, 

M. Momard has produced « statement of accounts that is only of summary 
pacure at present, as he is still without returns from thie provinces, but he has shew 
Hace aceounts are fortheoing, and he will bo able to amply them and bring out 
budget, after the oudgets which have buen presented by the various Departments of 

ste have been examined and eut down to dimousions commensurate with the resiecoe 
jn? country. L understand that all have been framed ona prepostersusly high 
scale, 
Thaye, & 
WALTER ‘LOWNLEY, 


re 
Enclosure in No, 348, 


Summary of Memorandum submitted by the Russian Chargé d'Affaives on 
April 28, 1913, 


BEFORE finally deciding upon the dimensions and conditions of «lange loan to be 
dad {9 the Persian Government, it would be well to establish a solieme of aforna thee 
cra ee carted out by means of the funds furnished by the loan, together with s 
‘arefully prepared budget showing how the mouey would be spent, 

It is clearly in the interest of the future bondholders that the money should be 


Spent for the purpose of introducing practical reforms of a nature to assist the, country 
its debt. It would be but natural to begin by 

m under the guidance of 

ice, the finances, posts and telegraphs, 





Russian Governments, the two legations might be entrusted with the elaboration of a 
project in collaboration with the ‘Treasurer-General. 

Tt would also be in conformity with the interests of the bondholders that the 

forms judged useful and expeditious by the two Governments should be carried out 

& progressive system, each one in its turn, in accordance with the urgency of their 
introduction and with the difficulties attaching to their execation, As it was found 
convenient to proceed to the exeention of each reform, the money required for the 
purpose could be advanced, and in thi manner the lau could BS Cakes ort 
issues, 

In view of the fact that up to the present an elementary system of finance has 
boon in use in Persia, and that there is reason to suppose that the Persian financial 
employés have uot acquired a sufficiently perfected knowledge or experience of the 
financial methods of the present day, it would appear desirable to entrust the distribu. 
tion of the proceeds of the loan to the strict supervision of the two legations, and it 
should only be carried out through the channels already existing in Persia which are 
in the hands of Europeans, ‘These institutions should be ealled upon to render accounts 
annually to the Treasurer-Genoral and to the two legations i 

Suieh a coutrol as that suggested could be organised by the ereation of a spectal 
commission, composed of representatives of the Treasnry, and of the two legations, to 
the number of one or two from each, 1 ission ‘should be called upon to see 
thnt the monies derived. from each succes ff the loan are spent in strict 
conformity with the couditions of the programme sanctioned, and will have the right 


to control the actions of institutions and to verify their execution of the’ 


duties entrusted to them. ‘The commission would also advise from time to time the two 
Governments of the progress made in the realisation of the reforms included in the 
programme, and would also point out any mistakes that might become apparent in the 
course of their elaboration. Tn the event of any imperfections in the execution of the 
general schemo, oF in any part oft, becoming apparent, the commission would be able 
to raise the question of the introduction of alterations and, if need be, could even insist 
‘upon the stoppage of subsequent issues of the loan, until such time as the defects that 
had been noticed had been rectitied, 





(25763) No, 349. 


Note conmunicated by Prince Lichnovcsky. June 2, 1913. 


(Confidential,) 
THE necessity might arise in the future of establishing a direct telegraphic 
commun between Germany, German Hast Afri nd China. The shortest 
best route for such communication is, in the opinion of experts, through a land 
Tine ‘across ‘Turkey and through a cable which would be linked to the land line at 
some point on the shores of the Persian Gulé Should this point he in. Turkish 
\erritory, a special agreement would have to be made with the Easter ‘Telegraph 
Company to get the consent of this company to the landing of the cable, as this 
company enjoys a special position owing to arrangements with the Turkish Govern. 
nt, Another possibility would be a landing of the cable in Persian territory and a 
ontinuation of the land line across Persia into Turkey. The Iinperial Govesnment 
Would, before taking any steps in this question, welcome a declaration from. His 
Majesty's Government that there is no opposition in principle to the landing of a cable 
ow point on the shores of the Persian Gulf to be determined by agreement, aud 
would appreciate a, confidential expression of opinion which of the two possible 
schemes: landing the cable in ‘Turkish or Persian territory—would be considered 
favourably by His Majesty's Government. 


German Embassy, London, May 29, 1913. 
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[25326] No. 350. 
India Office to Foreign Ofico—(Received June 2.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of the 
Scoretary of State, copy ofa telegram to the Viceroy, dated the 28th May, 1918, regarding 
the lighting and buoyage of the Persian Gulf. 

py hus been sent to the Admiralty. 


India Office, May 31, 1913, 
——————— 
Enclosure in No. 350. 
The Marquess of Crewe to the Government of India, 
(Telegraphic,) P. India Office, May 28, 1913, 
LIGHTHOUSES, LN) 
With reference to my telegram of the 10th instant, work may proceed on the 


Little Quoin site, to which His Majesty's Government huve definitely desided to adhere 
(Repeated to Bushire,) 





(25354) No. 351, 
Persian Transport Company to Foreign Office. —(Reeeived Juno 2, 


3, Salters' Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 
Sir, " May 31, 1913, 
I HAVE the honour to inform you that we have received a telegram trom ont 
Ispahan agents, under date of the 29th instant, which reads as follow 


sat consequence of friction between Jang, Morteza Ghuli, and Yousif Khans, 
trouble in, Bakhtiari country. imminent; Kulighelu robberies “expected ;_ strongly 
recommend suspension of traffic; wire instructions to our firm at Ahwaz and to wet 


We desire to point out, the importance of preventing any disorganisation of the 
arrangements recently concluded for the protection of the Alivaz lspalian. toad, te 
Hiew of the fact that following on those arrangements shippers hiave boon ndeted 
that the risk of, transport on this route has been minimised, and a covaideeite 
quantity of merchandise is now in course of transit to Ahwaz. Any obstruction a 
tng Zoad at the present juncture will entail considerable loss on owners of goo in 
transit, 

We trust His Majesty's Government will take such measures as they consider 
desirable, as promptly as possible, to prevent any interruption of the teaflie, 

have, &c, 
FRED. W. PARRY, Seoretary, 


_—— eS Se 


(25259) No. 352. 


Sir F. Bertie to Sir Bdiward Grey. —(Received June 2.) 


(No. 281.) 
iS : ' Paris, June 1, 1913, 

Garranie dite honour to transmit to you herewith a memorandum drawn up by 
Ar. Carnegie of a conversation which he had with the Rogent of Pemia i regard to 
His Highness's return to Tehran, 


Thave, &. 
FRANCIS BERTIE. 


————— ee 
(1629) oT 
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Enclosure in No. 352. 
Memorandum by Mr. Carnegie. 


Py i ld me that he had learnt that 
MET the Regent of Persia last night, who told 1 ne 
sors tern ie Deter London tat the Brigshand Russian Amfassors 
in Paris would recive instructions to inform him, that their zespectve Goveraments 
were got in favour of his visting London and St, Petersburgh, and considered that he 
yeni da ll ig earn to Taran sou ot pois append toes 
y, to whom he mentioned the infor lich he od. M. Tsvolsky 
Salat IBLE SO righ ee aeons aa beck beng SS MELE possibly Sir Francis 
i them. a ‘ 
SOE asta wr Gatie fut ot his having been given the opportunity 
of discussing matters with Sit Edvard Grey, and AM, Suzonaf would have much 
Srngthened his poston on his arrival in Persia, was bad enough tat is 
puggetiod visita should not take plece, but it wos absolut calamitous that th fac 
hit Sir Bday Grey aud ME. Sasenot atl refused to rosary him should havo been 
i chad been in the press, namely, in the Echo 
Tete WAGER ta eaLie weaitane Goaee a ight have 
ul be absolutely ruined. ; Mc opera 
TUG aaa avai tele Runed (EAI ya understod by Sir Edward Grey 
t i ii ay wot be entirely informal. id 
tht he visit which he wished wo pay a would be entirely in al He ind no 
intention oF with to procrastinate in retnening to Persia ho only begged for hea 
inICondba ad Gh Potsabrguy fora feat at fhe wo overnite refed 
isten to him their expectation in regard to him would be di ee 
ea LIGNE kad ee TR INTEL ie eee ee ey eat ie 
request that he would transinit tho to Sir E 
\ copy of the parag 
enclosed.” 
Thave, & wee 
LANCELOT D. CARNEGIE, 


PS Confatal) the Regent appeared tobe much ditessd and surprised at 
tho refusal of the two Governments to riceive He Soke to ane oth great 
carnestuess and openness, I have @ strong impression that the a 
cone ouOOL feta" SetusscttNeAL Cine Mew aetstatuen to Pontes aaloeetanee 


ved in London and St, Petersburgh. LD. 





(26085) No. 353. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 
fees sey SAE TPMT Te vem fign Ofie, Jue 2, 1913. 
YOUR telegram No, 201 of 31st May: co-Persian frontier. 
Aion aaa td epted finally by the ‘Turks, we can proceed as proposed. 





(28909) No, 354, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir P. Bertie, 
sere Foreign Ofice, June 2, 1913. 

“1 HAVE received your despatch No. 265 of the 24th ultimo reporting’ a 
courmetoninires your Exealony, the Russian Autaeador, md the Regent of 
Persia, when His Highness expressed @ desire to visit London and St. Petersburgl 
Dofore return Shite ees 

1 have to request your. Excellency to express to Nastul-Mulk: my regre 

2 iumetars 4 have 1) timo’ at asp depovall (ore sive in, while the presence of 

His Highness at Tehran is, in the opinion of His Majesty’s Minister and the Russian 


* Not printed. 
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Chargé d’Affaires at Tehran, ive that he would do well to return thither 


forthwith after seeing the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
Jiuve to request your Excellency to show these instrictions to your Russian 
colleague, and only to act upon them when his Excellency is ularly avihonied, 
am, &e, 
E, GREY, 





(25405) No. 355. 
4s Sir W, Townley to Sir Havoard Grey.—(Reeeived June 3.) 
No. 


(Telegraphic) R. Tehran, June 3, 1913. 

YOUR telegram No. 253 of 31st May : Possible raid by Kuhgoluis on oilfields 

at the end of March, British vice-consul at Ahwaz, in discussing this question, 
advocated arming of staff. Their position is. suitable, na they are situated on an 
isolated hill with a storage tank for water, and they have tire hnesce capable of being 
pnt in a stato of defence. 

Sir P. Cox concurred, but wished no action t 


tion taken for the time being, 
In reply to my telegram, repeating to him y 


‘our telegram under reply, he says i— 
There being no captured rifles available, Government of India avo wi ing to 
loan seventy Martini-Metford carbines with ammunition at a gost ct O44 Tupees, or 
{0 fell them at @ cost of 4.800 rupees, I suggest directors being soled 2 pay one 


ean other. | Meanwhile Tam asking the Government of fudie to bana. 
Aespatehed to consul concerned.” 





(25406) No. 356, 


ie Sir W. Townley to Sir Hivoard Grey.—(Recaived June 3.) 
(Delegraphic.) Tehran, Juno 3, 1913. 
LAR-ED-DOWLEH has suddenly taken ship with a foros of sane seventy: men 
and Tonded near Resht, which ho may enter tosnight or tormorsovn  Baeseey Govern 
Ut Rech? {uit they eannot yond a foree against him, as Russian troops are ta occupation 
Pf Resht. and they are anxiously waiting to seo what action Russa ilk wane Minister 
{or Foreign Affairs may be caught, as he is on his way to Reali, und oy Cece Regent 
will not consent to return if Resht falls into Salar-ed-Dovlohs htvute 

Situation is complicated by fact that the Russian Government havo just consented 
‘6 the appointment of a Governor-General for Ghilan,a mona on importance and very 
doubtful morals, but a tried Russian creature, 

Salar-ed-Dowleh’s men, in passing near Tounckabrt 
who has large properties there, He and his men were lis 
ed-Dowleh’s mon through the territory. 

(Repeated to St, Petersburgh and Resht.) 


killed grandson of Sipahda 
puting the passage of Sala 





(25551) 


India Office to Foreign Ofice—(Received June 4) 


Sine oe ok . India Office, June 2, 1913, 

ita Goutinuation of my letter of the 20th April as to ilicit arud each by alleged 

British Indian subjects in Persia, I'am directed to ivoiee reference to the Vieersys 
telegram of the 23rd May, 1913, on the subject 

i, euTds subjects of Indian native states, tho Marquess of Crowe is advised 

that the Govern ia wal foicY AS corteet, and that such persons are amenable, 

Honitn subjects, to article 381 of the Persia Order in Courcth naa, 

Hoes not, however, agree with the Government of India dine similar 

© Gbbropriate in the ease of subjects of the Ameer of Afghanisuan 

Government of India a the language used. in 

is statod that “Afghan 

«dporsons, and entitled 

; , 1889.” But these words 

‘th the context in which they occur, 
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Sir F. Campbell's letter was concerned, not with the liabilities, but with the privileges 
of Afghan subjects, and its effect was to lay down the principle, since restated on more 
than one occasion, that His Majesty's Government are bound, by reason of their 
engagements with the Ameer, to intervene for the protection of Afghans abroad, 
should their assistance be invoked. ‘There appears to be nothing in the letter, or in 
the terins of the engagements between the British and Afghan Governments, to justify 
British consular officers in Persia in applying to Afghan subjects, against their will, 
any of the penal clauses of the Order in Council. 
Tam, &o. 
T. W. HOLDERNESS. 


Enclosure in No, 


Government of India to the Marquess of Crewe. , 
(Telegraphic.) P, May 23, 1913, 
ARMS trafic, W icvmabetee 

Please refer to my telogram of the 23rd April regarding British subjects implicated 
in illicit trafic ake 

‘The telegram sent by Voreizn Office to His Majesty's Minister, Tehran, on the 
18th instant has been repeated to us by the Resident, Bushire. The differentiation 
Potween British subjeets and those of any Indian State or Prine in alliance with His 
Majesty's Government is not understood by us, For the purposes of the Persia Order 
in Council, 1889, and of the Persian Coasts and Islands Order in Couneil of 1907, the 
Jatter are included in the term “British subject,” and similar treatment should be 
accorded them. ‘The uncertainty of the legal position caused us to hesitate to suggest 
similar action in the case of Afghan subjects. In view, er, of the Foreign Uilice 
Jettor of the 13th October, 1908), to the dia Office, to which our attontion his since 
heen drawn, wo consider in the circumstances that in their easo also the consular officer 
at Yord might act under section 281 of the Order in Council. 





(25579) 
Imperial Bank of Persia to Koreign Ojfice.—(Received June A.) 
Sir, Abehurch Lane, London, June 3, 1913. 
ANGLO-INDIAN loan, 19034, ‘ 
With furthor re to our letter of this date, we have the following amounts 
standing to your ereilit in our books, for which wo shall be glad to receive receivable 
orders at your convenience :— 


froth March to hy lag ofthe 
Hist of Rati 
ts the ie ona 
a 1,017 1y 
Ian fos A Api oth tay a ae We 
Hepsi af pin de 


terest, as per letter I 
th Mareh, 1911, + Iasi gs 
less 4th the bavk's commission. + 242 14 10 
Awount,asabovesdue sth Apel. , 
ih, May’ Bid 
from duth Apeil to Sti May on 


Less {th bank's commiasion 


Thterest at 7 per cent. from 6th May to 8th May on 
100,000, . e 


lens 4th bank's commission. 


Total 





(25607) 


Imperial Bank: of Persia to Foreign Office—-(Received June 4.) 


Sir, 25, Abehurch Lane, London, June 8, 1913 

THAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th May 

reference to the consolidated Anglo-Tndian loan of 1903-4, now amounting to 
314,28IL 16s. 4d., and have carefully noted the contents, 

Thave also received and thank you for the two copies of the revised amortisation 
table drawn up by the accountant-general at the India Office, 

‘The bank has pleasure in accepting the ameuded scheme, and I take note that the 
procedure proposed in our letter of the 4th April lastis approved, subject to adjustment 
hereafter in accordance with the new amortisation table. 

1 sluall esteem it a favour if you will be so good as to send me two more eopies 
of the amortisation table at your convenience. 

Tam, &e, 
G, NEWELL, 


SS ee 


(25643) No. 360. 
: Bertie to Sir Rdveard Grey.— (Received June 4.) 


phic.) Paris, June 4, 1913, 
YOUR despatch No. 312 of 2nd June: Regent. 
Thave seen the Russian Ambassador, and am arranging for an interview with the 
Regent of Persia on the 6th June. 
ike Russian Ambassador is merely instructed to support my representations to 


informs me that the Regent has given him the impression that, 
ed at London and St. Petersburgh, hie will not be disposed to return 
to Persia (see my despatch No, 284 of Ist June), 





(25646) No, 361. 
Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 4.) 
tiie Petersburgh, June 4, 1913, 


20 of 30th May, 

8 iter for For Affairs informs me that the Russian Govern- 
ment are in general agreement with your views and proposals. as, set foci 
correspondence which I communicated to him, but that there are one or two porte on 
which they do not wish to take final decision except on the ndvice of ie elon 
Ambassador at Constantinople. They have sent the latter instructions which will 
enable him to confer with Sir G, Lowther and the Grand Vizier and to expedite 
settlement, ‘ 
ee 
(25663) No, 362, 

So. 199) Si" Ws Lownley to Sir Hiveard Grey — (Received June 6.) 
0. 120, 
i Tehran, May 24, 1913, 
WITH reference to any despatch No. 104 of the 8th instant upon the subject of 
the measures to be taken by the gendarmerie to endeavour to restore order and abolish, 
abuses on the Shiraz~Bushire road, Ihave the honour to transmit ewith copies of 
telegrams that I have received from Bushire and Shiraz dealing with this question, 
A Perusal of these telegrams will show that Sir Perey Cox ie eopticat chee aes 
ultimate success of the gendarmerie, whereas Major “O'Connor would Appear to 
entertain hopes that the scheme that has been elaborated with the assistance of himself, 
‘he GovemorGeneral, and the financial agent will prove successful, Those hegece 
[1629] 3U 
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bo no sunall clement of doubt. about the carrying out of such measures as those 
gontemplated under the peculiarly dificult conditions, but T am disposed to think that 

stugurs well for the future that the plan has been thought out by all the authorities 

Shirtz most competont to tackle the problem, and it appears to me especially 
Sutisfactory that full advantage should have heen taken of the Governor Geneml’y 
knowledge of the sitiation and of the Persian mind, and that all arrangements should 
have buen made in consultation with his Excellency. Major O'Connor is clearly of 
opinion that the Swe cers ha ies, and have 
benefited by th rience they have gained, 

AAs This Majesty's Government are receiving a fairly high rate of interest on the 
money advanced to the Persian Government on behalf of the gendarmerie, and the 
securities pledged are probably not insufficient to ensure eventual repayment, 
Sir Perey Cox would appear to place somewhat high the rate at which he represents 
that we are paying for keoping the road open. 

fled 8 long convorsation to-day with Sardar Assad upon this subject. He has 
ow become totally blind, and was somewhat despondent about the divisions in. the 
Cabinet, but he expressed a firm belief in the early restoration of order on the Shira, 
Bushire rond, based! upon faith in the gendarmerie and pon the fact that his latest 
information went to show that the potency for harm of the Baharloos, Arabs, and Bore 
Alimedis hud recvived a severe check at the hands of Kawameul-Mulk und Arie 
Mujahed, whilst all parties were rallying to the side of Mukhber-osSultanch now thar 
they realised that his Excellency has the genuine support of His Majesty's Government’ 
Wero that relaxed, he said, the present Cabinet would be us lukewarm in backing him 
up as were the preceding feeble Administrations, 

Thave, &e, 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 
ee 
inclosure 1 in No, 302, 


Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir W. Townley. 


(No, 261. Confidential.) 
(Pelogeaphic.) Bushire, May 23, 1913. 
TAMAGINEE that commandant of gendarmerie must have reached ‘Yehran by nove, 
your Exeelleney will he discussing the road question with him. 
i anodyne asstirances as he gave to the headn side of Kazerun at 
‘any rate had tho useful offect of enabling tho arms to be got up safely, and have thes 
pluced tho force in a considerably: strongor position. His action inay: thorsfore. Ie 
vested in any: case ns a temporary expedient which has served a usefil purpose, but 
n of opinion that before we yo any further we need to have a more definite 
vlerstanding as to what the commandant’s precise plan of operations is to be, Ae 
the result of his hurried passage his ideas were briefly us followe « 


irstly, connivance at movlified rabdari, which would gradually be redueed until 
entirely suppressed ; uly, endeavour to reduce exorbitant rates of forage and fix 
thom for each stages thi ployment on a regular salary, to be paid from 
Government. sourer inber of tufangehis, to be supplied by each headinan 
interested and to work in conjunction with the gendarmerie. 


ne then, in connection with the sahdari question, Major Sietvert has expressed 
tho viow that he will be able to control the road sulliciently to suppress it when he hog 
ot his full for regards the tufangchis he mentions incidentally that the Khan 
of Borasjun expeets 200 to be employed. Other headmen will probably take their evn 
from hin, 

Sinco commandant left we here have deliberately considered the outlook and 
qlkeussed various points with persons in. best position to form reliable judgmeut, andl 
T hex to offer the following observations for consideration 

Conditions on the seetions north and south of Kazerun differ considerably, and 
need diferent treatment, “On the northern section there are tio powerful headmessend 
nuludari has uever been very bad Part has been its lability 

tt ieigh x tribes, and to 

On the southern section raids and 
it; there the difieulty has consisted almost 
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entirely in the forcible and rapacious levy of rahd: 
In fact, the whole question south of Kazernn is 
blackmail, and it is for thi 


for, but we here have grave doubts as to whethe 
this on the southern section, 

It is recognised that the foree can in any caso be used effectively on the northern 
half of the road, but it seems to me questionable whotlier in the eireustavens dhere 
explained it would not be more economical for us, ancl equally efficacious, I the lecce 

em of subsidies. At all events the question 


about is tho employment by the 
attack on Smart and Kekford, 
nits on the above, 


eee 


Enclosure 2 in No, 362. 


Major O'Connor to Sir W. Townley, 
(No. 188. Confidential.) 


phic.) Shivax, May 24, 1913, 
I CARENCEE to Bushire (olegram No, 201, Sietver’s plan for cecuyation of 
ad is as follows :~ 


Shortly after arrival of second detachnient here from ‘Tehran he will move down 
Hie, oad with strong foree, and proceed to instal his mon in occupation at ert, 
Kszerun-Dushiro section, Resistance of any: kind will bo overcome to 
SS. anene oanatigt, he Droposes to distribute five companien of gendarmerto, totalling 
diese over the swhole Shiraz~Bushire section, 1 have received cory: at Ge 
distribution scheme, which has been carefully drawn up, and which omet voit 
dondaigin, details according as time and experience dictate, ‘To. o-oporte wish 
aed a ene Certain number of headmen; sowars, and tufangchis will be enlisted wag 
paid as roa ds, OF these also I have received detailed list from Siefvert ‘feral 
Huber is 18 chiefs, 34 sowars, and 287 tufangehis for Shiraz-Bushive soul of 
(ticle, $4 sowars, and 174 tufangchis are allotted to the section Kerman: 
OF these Iatter, Sowars, and 32 tufangehis will be emplo 
Almadiand B already asked Cox at Stas's i 


® budget for the | sowars sind 103 
tufangehis, There is, chiofs, 31 sowars, 
‘ind 94 tufangchis, ‘matter thoroughly with Stas, and he agrees 
jit: a8 we have never yet paid moro than a stall proportion of toadagtinna estimated 
SAE Qu, last budget for whole province, he will be able to meet the merase 
rem ston. 1 need scarcely say that all these figures are only of previicacraes 
road ie gp waite, and may be subject to modification Inter, " Onee in oceipatign fae 
road dt proposed to abolish rahdari completely, and no doubt means Wilf he eat? 
regulate prices of fodder also, , 

in consular armeti Scheme drawn up after full discussion with Stas and myself, 
aud jin consultation with Governor-General, Its realisation, denne upon whether 
gendarmerie are strong enough to compel any recalcitrant Klay to accept terms; In 
road pte et, most careful enquiries, gendarmerie will be able to take over the 
road withont serious. difficulty. Khane, however truculent hea ‘unopposed, are 
inely to make serious resistance, f any, against wellorganisod Gove ees force, 
ind if it should prove necessary to make an ‘example of one el thost ie gent create an 
“seellent effect, and serve as warning to others. At auy tate Tate very strongly of 
‘vinion that this is now the proper line of action 10 be followed. All deereereee ait 
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be observed, and all necessary milita1 i . Personally, I am entirely 
opposed in principle to system of moilified rahdari or of subsidies except in sense of 
payments for services rendered, Swedish officers have made mistakes in the past, but 
they have profited by them, and [believe that they are now sufficiently strong and 
experienced to undertake operations outlined above with good hope of success. 
Colonel's assurances to headmen were never, I imagine, seriously intended ; they were 
merely. used to facilitate passage of arms, and, having suceeded in that object, may be 
conveniently forgotten. 

Twill arrange with Siefvert that no accused persons are employed as road-guards 


Enclosure 3 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P, Cox to Sir W. Townley. 
(No, 264, Confidential) 
(Telegraphic) Bushive, May 24, 19) 
SITIRAZ telegram No. 188. 


Major Siefvert's plans appear to revert to the cessation 


of rahdari by such force ax may be necessary, ‘They seem ¢ y tory on 


paper, aid Tcan hut earnestly hope that they will franie out as ant 


[25718] No. 


Tudia Ofice to Foreign Oice (Received June 5.) 





India Ofico, June 4, 1913. 
1AM directed by the Seoretary of State for India in Council to aeknowledge the 
pt of your lettor of the 25th April last, forwarding, ‘observations, a copy of 

‘letter from the ‘Treasury on the subject of the proposed telegraph line from Lingal 
to Bunder Abbas. 

Tn reply, 1 am to enclose a draft which could be taken as the basis of negotiations 

1¢ Persian Government for an agreement regarding the construction of this line. 

le to predict how far these terms would be modified during negotiation or 

how long it would take to arrive at a settlement. If, however, the Persian Govern- 

ment wore to-agree to article 10 as drafted, and if the receipts at Lingah were the 

same as those now collectod at Bunder Abbas, t ty would amount to 4001, of 

which, under the proposuls under cousideration, British and Indian revenues would 
each reevive 2001, 

With regard to the political importance of Lingah, I am to forward a copy of a 
note which has already been (privately communicated to the ‘Treasury, and Tam to add 
that, as stated in the letter from this Offe of the Ist January last, the arms traffic in 
tho Persian Gulf has, in Lord Crowe's opinion, become one of mainly Persian interest, 
amd). as such, is covered by tho recommendations of the Welby Commission. With 
regard to the trade of Lingah, Iam to draw attention to the statement on p. 6 of 
the consular report referred to in the letter from tho ‘Treasury to the effect that 
“Manchester goods also come from India on account of the hitherto limited direct 
steamship communication with the United Kingdom.” So far as this is the case, the 
figntes given in the report fail to show the magnitude of British interests from a 
commercial point of view. 'The statement on p. 5 of the same report that "steamship 
lines from London are calling more frequently at Lingah on. their outward 
oyages"” would appear to indicate an expansion of tale with the United 

ngidom. 

T am further to refer to paragraph 4 of Mr. Barker's letter of the 2lst May, 1912, 
quoted by the ‘Treasury, in which it is pointed out that a telegraph line from Bunder 
Abbas to Lingah may'eventually form part of @ trunk line connecting the overland 
route through Turkey with the Indian system of telegraphs, and to state that since the 
lotter was written a further step towards the realisation of this connection has been 
effected by the arrangement with the Persian Government for the working of the 
Borasjoon-Dizful-Mohammerah line hy the Indo-Europeau Telegraph Department. 
‘ho connection between Bushire and Lingal: is already under discussion, and if this 
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were made as well as the Lingak—Bunder Abbas line, there would remain only the 
section from Bunder Abbas to Jask or Bunder Abbas to Bam. to complete the 
alternative through route, With the improvement in telegraphic communiation 
which may be expected from the completion of the Bagdad Railway, such a new 
through route would not only strengthen cur telegraphic communication with India, 
Int wonld supply a useful lever for the purpose of obtaining a reduction of the rates 
for telezrams to Tudia and the Far East. 
Tam, &, 
‘D. W, HOLDERNESS 


Enclosure 1 in No, 363, 


Proposed Basis of Negotiations for an Agreement regarding the Construction of a 
Line of Telegraph connecting Bunder Abbas and Lingah. i 
‘THE Persian Government, having resolved to construct a line of telegraph to 
connect Bunder Abbas and Lingah, agree to the following articles :— 


1, That the director of the Indo-European Telegraph Department shall provide 
the engineers and the requisite materials for the construction of the li 

2, That the line shall be constructed with iron standards carrying one wire on 
suitable insulators, 

3. That the line shall follow the nearest practicable route connecting the two 

places. 
Ho ds That the eventual paymant of io coat ot ho lino la gunrantsed by the Persian 
Government. 

5. That the construction of the line shall be commenced as soon atter the 
signature of this agreement as the season permits and the material has been collected, 
and shall be completed as rapidly as possible. 

6. That should it become necessary at any future date to add a second wire to the 
line, the Indo-European Telegraph Department can do so at their own expense, 

7. That only Persian subjects and employees of the Indo-Biropean Telegraph 
Department shall be employed on the line or in the offices at Bunder Abbas, Lingah, 
or at any other office which may hereafter be opened hetween them 

8. That to ensure the satisfactory working of the line, the mainteuanee (including 
repairs and renewals), and tho appointment, control, aud payment of the inspector, 
clerks, and line guards shall be vested in the director of the Indo-European Telegraph 
Department as a debit to the Persian Government, 

9, That the Persian terminal rate on messages originating and terminating. at 
Lingah shall be shared in equal proportions by the Persian Telegraph Administration 
and the Indo-European ‘Telegraph Department, 

10, That the eoutrol of the working of tho line shall be vested in the Indo- 


Ewopean ‘Telegraph Department up to the Ist January, 1045, the date ofthe 


expiration of the other departmental concessions in Persia, 


Enclosure 2 in No. 363. 
Note by Political Department, dated April 3, 1913. 


THE importance of British interests at Lingah was recognised by the ‘Treasw 
in October 1909, when they agreed to the temporary establishment of a British 
vice-consulate at the port. The grounds on which this measure was recommended 
Were set forth in the Foreign Office letter to the Treasury dated the 22nd September, 
1909, and need not be recapitulated. 

2. Since that date Lingah has acquired increased importance in connection with 
the arms trafic. As a result of our blockade operations the trafic has, in Sir fz Core 
words, “become diverted to the northern part of the Gulf”; and this has had the 
effect of creating a brisk trade between Lingah and the ‘Trucial Coast, to which 


[1629] 3X 
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arms, &e., now find their w: erland from Muscat. In 1911 ithe latest year for 

ehies rhe figures) 2,700 rifles were imported in the Lingah district as against 
y 972 (including pistols) iu 1910, : 

CN eh fore emcee Tenet following extract may be 

quoted from a report by Mr. J. B. Wood, dated the Sth March, 1 


“The town has an extensive bazaar, but owes its commercial importance chiefly 
Goucouena rie pearl trade. Being a port of call for the fast mail service, it 
ig largely. used by the pearl boats from Bahrem and Debai as a starting-point for 
the export trade to Bombay, ‘There is a representative of the German firm. of 
Wenekhaus and Co. living in the town, and the customs are managed by a Belgian 
official.” 


4, Temay be mentioned, as sliowing that the growing importance of Lingah has 
attracted the attention of others besides ourselves, that in 1911 the Turkish consul at 
Bushire visited the port aud enrolled some 400 persons (of Persian, Oman, and Trucial 
Coast origin) as ‘Turkish subjects. More recently the ‘Turks have notified to. the 
Persian Government the appointment of a Turkish consul to Lingah; but His 
Majesty's Government are endeavouring to got the appointment cancelled. ‘The 
“object of the Turks is belioved by the Government of India to be ‘intrigue with Katr 
‘and the ‘Trucial Coast,” for which Lingah affords a convenient base. ‘ 

5. In all the circumstances it appears to the Political Department very desirable, 
‘on political grounds, to strengthen our position at Lingah, and for this’ reason the 
omission of the port from the scheme of telegraphic communication would he greatly 
to bo regretted, 





(25655) No. 364, 
Sir W. B, Garatin to Foreign Ofice (Received Jun 


A 8, Bishopsgate, London, June 4, 1913, 
internationale d'Itudes du Chemin de Per transpersan. 

We have been advised by our French and Russian associates that the text of the 

npanying document will be submitted for approval at the next board meeting, to 
ho held shortly in Paris, hems i ‘ 

Te will be ‘ed that the document in question is an elaboration of various 
Holts mioationod in the not which formed tho énelonure to thelltHer 6 the\ yeh Marah 
lst which the British group had the honour of addressing to the Foreign Office. The 
British group, it need harlly be added, has not y ted itself to 
neceptance of the principle involyed. ‘ 

We venture to hope, therefore, that in, the con avvaited 

to the who of this Soci an indication may be 
i in order 
thab the British group in the Socigté can arrive at a definite decision which they may 
communicate to their foreign associates. 
Thave, &e, 
W. E. GARSTIN. 


Enclosure in No. 364, 
Projet de Protocole. 


Motifs. 


date du 13 mars, 1913, le Vieomte Errington a fait connaitre qu’ 

Grey et M. Sazonof A Balmoral, “les vues 

du Gouvernement britannique inclinaient vers Ia formation de deux compagnies pour 
Tesquelles les fuciités de transport; en transit pourrient s'ajuster an moyen d'une 
adininistration centrale ou comité réuni.” Le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté britannique 
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éstimait nésessaire que Vintluence et le eotrile de I'élément anglais fussent pripondé- 
rants dans celle de ces sociétés dont Yactivité sexercerait dans ln zone méridionale, et, 
de réciprocité, les mémes priviliges devraient étre assurés A T'élément. russe 
dans la société qui opérerait dans la région septentrionale, 

Les groupes russe et fiangais autorisés par lenr Gouvernement, ayant donné leur 
adhésion 3 cette modification des principes d’aprés lesquels a 6té constituée In Société 
‘ernationale d'Etudes du Chemin de Fer transpersan, un avenant au protocole du 
22 mars, 1912, a été adopté pour consaerer ce changement aux aecords primitifs. Ua 
été fait en méme temps, par les groupes russe et anglais, une déclaration réclamée par 
le groupe francais pour établir que l'entente arrétée directement entre les groupes Tusse 
et anglais n'affectait en aucune manidre les droits du. groupe frangais en ce qui touche 
‘a participation de cet élément dans Ventreprise, en matitre éeonomique,financre et 

technique. 

Protocole pour ta Oréation de Deus Filiales. 


En oct état de choses, il a été convenu ce qui suit entre les groupes appartenant & 
1h Sovieté internationale 


A.) Deus ssid tildes seront eréées avec lo concours ot sous Te patronage dla 
al 

La premire en vue de la construction des parties de la Tigue transpersane, ou do 

ranchements éventnels, qui seront établis : (1) dans Ja zone soptontrionale de la 

, CestArdire dans Ia zone que Taccord auglo-risse 30 aott, 1907, a plus spéoiale- 

‘dévolue a Til 3 (2) dans la partie de ln zone considérée 


Compagnie du Transpersan septentrional, 

Ta seconde en vue de Ia construction des parties de la ligne transpersano ou de ses 
ebranchements 6ventuels qui seront stablis: {1) dans la zone méridignale de la Perse 
‘est-A-dire dans In zone que Vaccord anglo-raske du 90 aotit, 1907, a plus spdeialement 

nifluence de I'élément britannique; (2) dans la partie de ta zone considérde 
eutre par le méme accord et qu'une entente ultérivure des Gouvernements 
inerait A Yactivité de Indite fille, 
nominée : Compagnie du Transpersan méridional, 
) Lees deux socistds filiales seront erdées sous la forme dune société’ anonyme 
e dont le sidge serw \ Paris, 

i \ge vis-A-vis des filiales & leur rétroodder toutes 
les études qu’elle aura les options ou. concessions qu'elle aura obtentios 
pour la construeti 

_(D.) Les sociétés filiales, de leur obté, Sengagent & reprondre lesdites études, 
options et concessions d Texclusion de toutes autres et dans les conditions générales 
<sterminées par un contrat annexé au présent protocole 

.) La Société internationale promet de ne donner son appui financier & aucune 
entreprise de chemin de fer concurrente de ses filiales ot cellos-ci wengagent Ane 
reeourit A aucun autre concours financier pour la mise en muvee des entreprises dont 
elles seront chargées, 

(F.) Les socidtés filiates reconnaiscent a Ja Société internationale tun droit supérieur 
le surveillanoe destiné d Iui acsurer In part de controle nécessaire au point do. yue du 
on emploi des ressources par elle fournies et au point de vue de T'unité fnale do lesnvie 
du transpersan, 


A cet effet, les points suivants sont eonvenus :— 


1, La Société internationale aura seule mission de représenter ses filiales auprods 
des divers Gouvernements intéressés, dans toutes. les matidres qui ne seront pus 
nistratif ou techni : 


ne. 
Les consels administration des fillales seront constitués pour lama 
b nuseil V'adininistration ou des membres du comité de direction de 
ité internationale. 
La société filiale qui exercera son activité da 
ra un président russe et un vice-prési 

La société filiale qui exereera son 
président anglais et un vice-président fraugais, 
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4, Pour constityer un organe de liaison entre les deux fiiales et entre celles-ci et 
la Société internationale, le président de la Société internationale, pendant la durée de 
sa, présidence, fera obligatoirement partie du conseil d'administration de chacune des 
filiales, avee ln qualité de président honota 

5, Lore de In rédaction des statuts un accord interviendra quant aux clauses 
secondaires & arréter dans les vues susmentionnées. 

6. Bn siinspirant de Vesprit qui a présidé & la oréation de la S 
Ja proportion des intéréts sera approximativement la suivante — 


Pour la filiale septentrionale — 
Intéréta et slements— Pout cent 


r A att 3 ait 


Pour la filinle méridionale -— 


Tutéréts ot léments— 


Conformément aux e principe de ic 
“Jo méme base sappliquera i ln lustrielle, la consteetion et 
ux foirnitur’ 

Dans le cas of Ie Gouvernement du Schah demanderait que des intéréts persans 
ousgent une part dans In société, cette part. se veddée par les autres éléments 
hationaux proportionnellement & leur part déterminge cid ‘ 

Ta participation bndficiniey ce 2 pour cent promis aux membres du comité 
lative par Varticle 46 des statuts do la Société internationale sera imputée sur la 
do lélément russe dans les socistés filiales de telle sorte que, dans Ia Compaguie de 
naporsan septentrional, Pélément russe recevra 58 pour cent d'actions contre espdces 

t 2 pour cent gratuitement & destination.des apporteurs, et que, dans In Compagnie di 
‘Transpersan méridional, V'élément. russe recevra 5. pour cent actions contre espeocs et 
2 pour cont d titre gratuit pour les apporteurs, : ‘ 

8, Dans Te méme esprit, et en tenant compte de Vutilité de représenter I'dlément 
persan dans, les conseils administration, le eonseil de la Société septentrionale sera 
composé de douze membres : 


Russes, dont le président 
Trois Frungais, dont le viee-président 
Un Anglais. 
Deux représentants des intérots persaus. 


Le conseil de la Société méridionale comprendia : 


Six Anglais, dont le président. 

‘Trois Frangais, dont le vice-président, 
Un Russe, 

Deux rprésentants des intéréts persaus, 


, Lies constructions une fois termindes, les sovidtés filles feront place a des 
soeiétis Wexploitation ow se trausformeront & cette fn, soit quielles exploitent pour le 
compte de ln Socists internationale d'Etudes, soit quelles regoivent les lignes & buil, les 
contrats & passer entre elies et Ia Société internationale assureront A eelle-ci un droit 
intervention et de surveillance garantissnnt, en méme temps que les intéréts quilles 
conserverait dans entreprise, lunité nécessaire pour répondre & son objet principal, qui 
est In oréation dune grande voiw de transit 
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[25765] No 365, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Eatward Grey—(Received June 5.) 
(No. 222) 
(Telegraphic.) Lehran, Tune 5, 1913, 

MY immediately preceding telegram of 3rd June: Salar-ed-Dowleh. 

It is officially stated that Salar’s forces have been practically annihilated after a 
battle lasting three days, during which Sipabdar’s grandson lost his life. Salar fled to 
Resht with thirty men, but did not enter the town, and subsequently continued his 

ight towards Talish and Ardebil. An encircling movement is being prepared, in 

which Cossacks and Bakhtiaris are engaged with a view to preventing his retarn 
either to Mazanderan or Kurdistan. ‘The Persian Government state that they are 
determined to finish with him this time. 

(Repeated to St, Petersburgh and Resht.) 





(25780) No, 366. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr, O'Beirne, 
ie 432.) 
‘Telographic.) Foreign Office, June 6, 1013, 
THE Regent of Persia has urged mo to reconsider amy refusal’ to. receivo Hie 
Highness pricy to his departure for Tehran, and T presume that ho hs mad a sitailay 
appeal at St. Petersburgh. He is very anxious to exchange views, and the fact that our 
refusal to receive him as got into the press will, he alleges, havea bad effect in Persia, 
‘and make his task harder, It is difficult in these cireumstances to maintain out refusal, 
il I would propose that His Highness. should be informed that wo would consont tc 
receive him informally, but on the distinct understanding that he returns to Porsic 
rectly after the interviows, and does not make them'n pretext for deferring his 
return, 
Please suggest this to M. Sazonof, 
(Repeated to Paris, No, 219, and Tehran, No, 250.) 





(25354) No, 367. 


ae Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley 

No, 257.) 

(Telegraphic). Foreign Ofice, June 6, 1913, 
ERSIAN Transport Company have been warned by Ispahan agent of impending 


trouble in Bakhtiari country by Kubgeluis, and suspension of traffio. i strongly 
recommended, 


In view of appointment of Sardar Jang for protection of road, shippers havo 
regarded risk as minimised, and large quantity of goods are now in transit, 


You should urge on both Persian Governinent and Bakhtiari Khans tho need for 
seouring safety of road, 





(25643) No. 368, 
aon Sir Edward Grey to Sir P. Bertie, 
Offce, June 5, 1913, 


(Telegraphic) Forei 
Tol UR telegram No, 72 of 4th June and my telogram Wo, 433 of Sih Jane to 
Mr. O'Beirne: Regent. 


Pleaso suspend communication to Regent pending receipt of M. Sazonot’a views. 


SS SSS SSS ee ee 


fisz9) 


ay 
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(25930) No. 369. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 6.) 

(No, 223.) f 5 ae 
(Delegraphie.) BR, Tehran, June 6, 1913. 

YOUR tele 257 of 5th June: Kuhgeluis and Ahwaz-Ispahan road. 

Thave already made strong representations respecting the maintenance of forder 
‘on the Bakhtiari road, and urgent telegrams have been sent to khans responsible for 
the road by senior khans here, Amir Mujahid would appear tobe the chief cause of 
danger, as he is stirring up trouble for Jang, and is believed to be inciting the Kuhgeluis 
to raid the road, At my instigation imperative instructions have been sent to him to 
come immediately to Tehran. 5 = 

Tam not personally pessimistic about the state of the road, which Jang, with whom 
Tam in direct communication, assures me will be kept open, but T cannot speak 
hopefully or encowrage anything but caution in view of reports received from the 
British viee-consul at Ahwaz, now at Ispahan, 





(25953) No, 370. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey—(Received June 6.) 
(No, 204) 
(Relographic,) Ry St, Petersburgh, Tune 6, 1913. 
VOL telegram No, 432 of Regent of Porsia, ‘ 
Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs feels no doubt that Russian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs will concur, but must refer to him before giving definite reply, 





(26898) No. 371, 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey —(Received June 6.) 

(No. 2 

(Polographic.) R. Constantinople, June 6, 1913. 
Mn, O'BEIRNE’S telegram No, 201 of 8ist May : ‘Turco-Persian frontier, 
Russinn Ambassudor is of the opinion that it is inadvisable to raise 
ion of participation of British and Russian commissioners in work of deli 

but to got 1 itinto their next note, 
Grand V 

be represented. 





(25896) 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Lauther. 
(No. 247.) 
(eloxraphic.) Re Foreign Oice, June 6, 1913, 

YOUR telegram No, 265 of to-day: Turco-Persian frontier. 

Tagree with Russian Ambassador, and { presume you will, in concert with his 
Excellency, take the necessary steps to induce Turkey to put forward proposal as 
desived. “But the essential point is to make quicker proxre view to termination 
of negotiations at Constantinople and appointment of commissions, 80 as to complete 


work before winter, What is the present cause of delay and what steps are being 
taken to expedite matters ? 


(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 436, and Tehran, 
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(20331) No 313. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Lowther. 
(No. 173.) . ¢ 
Sin, Foreign Office, June 6, 1913. 

WITH reference to your Excellency’s despatch No. 3600f the 29th April, transmit 

to you a copy of a minute by Mr. Malkin, acting «assistant legal adviser, respecting the 
posed transfer to Turkey of the territory now de facto administered by Persia in the 
nity of Zohab, ik ‘ ‘ 

T also transmit to your Excellency a copy of the Persian concession granted to 
Mr. D'Arey in 1901. i ais 

Tagree with Mr. Malkin that in the agreement by which the frontier is defined the 
transaction should appear as a cession by Persia to Turkey of the territory in question, 
and your Excellency should aim at securing this object, 

The draft of an article to this effect will be forwarded to your Excelleney 
forthwith, and, after discussion with your Russian colleague, you should seek to have is 
French vorvion ofthe draft artes embodied in the fil agrecment, 

am, ke. 
BH, GREY, 


Enolosure 1 in No. 373. 


Minute by Mr, Malkin, 


THAD a long conversation with Mx. Greenway as to the provisions to be inserted 
in the treaty with the object of protecting the interests of the Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company in the transferred territory, 
The object is— 

(a.} To secure that Turkey will recognise and respect the rights of the company 
under their eoncessir 

(}.) To prevent the Anatolian Railway from cl that their alleged exclusive 
vights in. the vilayets of Mosul and Bagdad exclude the Anglo-Pérsian Company i 
making their concession in the transferred territory, 


ly be provided for as to (2), please see the minutes on 99824/12 and 
our despatah No, 405 to Constantinople of the 20th August, 1912, Tt 
bls 


would, I think, be necessary for the Anatolian Railway, in order to establish their ease, 
to argue that the transferred territory formed part of the vilayets of Mosul and Bagdad 
at the time when their concession was granted, Tt would therefore considerably 
strengthen our position if in the agreement by which the frontier is defined the 
transiction should appear as a cession by Persia to Turkey of the territory in question, 
‘aud not as a recognition by Persia of Turkey's rights to it} and I would suggest that 
this course should be adopted. 
Thave always understood from the papers I have seen and the conversations 1 
fave had on the subject’ that the arrangement proposed was. that, as regards the 
red territory, Turkey should step into the shoes of Persia, recognising her 
ations to_allow to the company the rights granted to it under the conoossion by 
Persia, and being similarly entitled to the benefits thereby reserved to Persia (sou the 
last three paragraphs of Our despatch No. 405 to Constantinople of the 29th August 
List, referred to in our telegram No. 192 of the 21st April), and this seems to me by 
fir the most convenient, and safest course. When, however, I mentioned this to 
ray he said that this was uot the arrangement he had made with Sir L, 
which was that the position of his company should remain unchanged in the 
Transferred territory, T asked him to explain a little more what he meant, and, afver 
some discussion and reference to the provisions of the concession, it became apparent 
t, in effect, what he wanted wos that Turkey should confirm to the company all its 
rights in the transferred territory (including, e.., the freedom from dues under article 7) 
aul get none of the benefits, which should continue to go to Persia, 1 pointed out that 
it seemed unlikely that Turkey would consent to this, and that, even if she did, it was 
ficult to conceive of any arringement more likely to lead to friction in the future, and 
weaken the company’s position in the event of difficulties. being mised by’ the 
Anatolian Railway or other persons holding concessions from ‘Turkey, since in that case 
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it would be to Turkey's interest to support the other concessionnaires in their attempt 
to squeeze out the ‘Anglo-Persian, Mr. Greenway seemed to appreciate this, and 
finally said that he would be quite ready to accept the arrangement T have outlined 
sbove—provided, of course, that the company did not have to pay twice over. The 
practical point aries under artile 10, unler which errs gets 16 per cent. of the net 
profits, md we agreed that this could be satisfuctorily met by a provision that the 
ompany should not have to pay anything to Persia under that article on profits desivad 
from wells in the eeded territory, such dues on profits being payable to Turkey, who 
should for that purpose have wright to inspect the company’s books. Mr. Grecia 
said that they were not making any profits from theso wells at present, but were merely 
Keeping them open in the hope of a local demand arising with the construction of the 
Bagdad Railway. Tn that event it might be convenient to form a new company to 
work these wells, and he would like a provision specifically empowering them ko be co 
inserted, 


ilosure 2 in No, 379, 
Concession granted to Mr. D'Arcy. 


[Enclosure in Sir A, Hardinge’s No, 16, Commercial, May 30, 1901.) 


t de Sa Majesté Impériale le Schah de Perse d'un 
ot Willian Knox D'Arey, renties, demeurant 4 Londres, No. 42, Grosvenoe 
Giapros designs par Vexipression “le concessionnaire”), d'autre part, il est put ces 


Présontes conven et axrété ee qui suit, savoir -— 


Anticie 1", 

Le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Impériale le Selah octroie au concessionnaire 
par ses presenter le privildye spécial et exclusit de rechercher, obtenit, exploiter, 
veloppen rwndre propres pour le commerce et emporcer et vendre le gaz naturel, lo 
pétrole; Tagphalte et Vouokerit, dang toute Tétendue de I'Empire persin, pour ne 
durée de soixante années & ddcouler de ln date des présentes, 


Araene 2. 


Co privildge comprondin le drvit exclusif di es “ pipeslines’” nécessaires 
des gisements ott il serait trouvé Tun ou plusieurs desdits produits jusqu'au Colle 
Persique, ainsi que les embranchements de distribution nécessaires- Ul eomprendea woat 
te droit de construire ut entretenir tous puits, rservois, stations et servis de popes 


dVaccumulation et do distribution, usines et autres travaux et agoncementa qui Lerafeat 
Jugés néoessaires, 


Annicue 3, 


fe Gouvernement. Impérial persan covstde gratuitement an concessionnaire tous 
les terrains non cultives supartenant & TEtar que les ingenieurs du concessionaire 
Jngeront nécessaives. pour la constr le tout ou partie des travaux ci-deasus 
tnentionnés | Quant aux terrains cultivés apparteuant au Gouvernement, le concen 
Sionnaire devra les ucheter wu prix équitable et courant de la province. Le Gomer 
Trent Tnpérial wecoede également ai coucessionnaire le droit de faire acquisition 
fous ontres terrains ou bitinents néssusiney pour le méme objet, du consenteme 
des pr i et eux sans qu'il 
les prix ordinairement 
ités respectives. 


tes lours dépendances, dans tn rayon de 200 archines persis, 
sont formellement exclus 


269 


Arnone 4, 


Comme trois mines de pétrole situées 4 Schouster, 4 Kassre-Chirine, province 

de Kermanschahan, et Daléki, prés de Bouchir, sont uctuellement affermées 4 des 

wtiouliers et produisent anntellement un revenu de 2,000 tomang au profit. du 

muvernement, il a été conven que ces trois susdites mines sont comprises dans Vacte 

do concession, conforménent & article 1, A condition que, outre lee 10 pour ent 

mentionnés 4 Turticle 10, le concessionnaire payera chaque année In somme fixe de 
2,000 tomans au Gouvernement Impérial, 


Anmicie 5. 


Le trace des “ pipes-lines” sera fixé par le concessionnaire et ses ingénieurs, 


Anricie 6, 


Nonobstant ee qui est contenu cisdessus, le. pri ie accord par Ios présente ne 
‘étendra pas aux provinees d'Azertadjan, Ghilan, Mozandaran, Asdeabad e¢ Kchornssan, 
tnais la condition explicite qi le Gouvernement Impérial eran aaccoora & aucune 
antre personne le droit de construire un “ pipe-line” aux leuves du sud oud la edte 
méridionale de la Perse 


Anriote 7, 


Tous les, terrains accordés par ces présentes au concessionnuire ou qui seront 
acquis par lui de Ia manitre prévue aux articles 8 eb 4 des présentes, ainsi que tous 
les) produits export6s, seront francs de tous impdta et taxe pondant la durge dla 

nésente concession. Tous les matériaux et appareils nécessaires pour Texploration, 
Lixploitation et le développement des gisements ot pour la construction st le 
développement des “pipelines” entreront. en Perse franes de tous taxes ot droits de 
douane, 


Anriere 8, 


Us concessionnaire devra faire partir immédiatement. pour la Perse et & ses propres 
frais, un on plusieurs experts dans le but d'explorer In région oi exiatont, comme il 
le croit, lesdits. produits, ct dans le eas ott le rapport de Vexpert serait, selon Topinion 
du concessionnaire, d'une nature satisfaisante, ce demier devra envoyer immédinte- 
ment en Perse, et & ses propres frais, tout le personnel technique nésessaire aver lo 
tnatériel exploitation et les roachines nécessaites, pour forer et forcer des puita ot 
prowver la valeur dela propriste, 


Annicur 9, 


Gouvernement Impérial persan autorise le concessionnaire A fonder une ou 
Plusieurs sociétés pour Vexploitation de la concession. Les noms, les statute ot 10 
capital de ees sociétés seront fixés par le concessionnaire, et les administratenrs. seront 
choisis par Iui, & la condition expresse quid Ia constitution de chaque sovidts le 
concessionnaire donnera avis ofiel de cette constitution: au, Gouvorsetoat Tmpérial 
fist interméaiaire du commissaire Impérial, et remettra les statute aveo indication. des 
eux oit oette société doit fonctionner, Cette société ow ces socidtés jouiront de tous les 
droits ‘et priviliges accordés au concessionnaire, mais elles devroit prendre’ leur 
chorge tous ses engagemouts et responsabilites. 


Anmiote 10, r 


Il sera stipulé au contrat entre le concessionaire d'une 
[pap cette dernidxe devra, i 
ln premitre société d’exploita ipérial persan tine somme 
i additionnelle de 20,000 livres sterlin 
société fondée en vertu de Taticle 
ayer également audit Gouvernement antmuellement une somme 
ale au 16 pour cent des bénétices annuels nets de toute société ou de toutes socidtés 
‘Qui pourraient Gtre constituées conformément audit article, 


[1629} 3% 
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Anricte 11. 


Tedit Gouvernement sera libre de nommer un commissaire Impérial, lequel sera 
consulté parle concessionaire et les administrateurs des sociétés & former; il fournira 
tous les renseignements utiles en son pouvoir et il leur indiquera la meilleure ligne de 
conduite & suivre dans Vintérét de Yentreprise, * 

Tl établiva, daccord avec le concessionnaire, le controle quil jugera utile pour 
sauvegarder les intéréts du. Gouvernement Impérial. Les susdits attributions du 

Impérial seront indiquées dans les statuts des sociétés & créer. Le con 
cessionnaire payera au commissaire ainsi nommé une somme annuelle de 1,000 livres 
sterling pour ‘ses services A partir de Ia date de la constitution de Ia premitre 
société. 

Anmoue 12. 


Tes ouvriers employés au service de In société devront étre sujets de Sa Majesté 
Tinpdriale le Schah, exception faite du personnel technique, tel que les directeurs, 
ingénieurs, perforateurs et contre-mattres, 


Anmiee 13, 


Dans tout lien ot i pourrait étre établi que les habitants du pays obtiennent 
notnellement du pétrole pour leur propre usige, la société devra leur fournir gratuite: 
ment In quantité de pétrole qu’ils se procuraient eux-mémes auparavant; cette 
quantité sera dtablie daprés leurs propres déclarations, sous Ia réserve du contrdle de 
Vautorité locale, 

Anrict 4 


Le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Imperiale soblige A prendre toutes les mesures 

qui seruient néeessnires pour assurer In sireté et Texécution de Tobjet de cette 

concession et du matériel et des appareils dont il est fait mention pour les objets de 

Ventreprise de In société et protéger les représentants, agents et employés de In société. 

Le Gotwernement Impérial ayant ainsi exéouté ses engagements, le concessionnaire ot 
cidtés crGées par lui ie pourront sous aucun prétexte réclamer des dommages- 
4 aut Gouvernement, persin. 


Awriene 


A Pexpitation de la durge de In présente concession tous les matériaux, bitiments 
ct appareils dont il serait alors fait usage par la société pour Vexploi 
idustrie devieudront la propriété dudit Gouvernement et la société 
une indemnité de eo chefs 
ArticLe 16. 


Si dans le délai de deux aus & partir de la présente date le concessionnaire n'a pas 
‘tabli la premitre deadites sociétés aitorisées par Varticle 9 de le présente convention, la 
sente concession sera nulle et non avenue, 


Avnicte 17. 


Dans Je cas oi il viendmait & s'élever entre les parties intereenant la présente 
concession toute question ou tout différend aw sujet de son interprétation ou des droits 
‘ou responsabilités de Tune ou Vautre des parties en résultant, cette question ov ce 
différend sera soumis & deux arbitres, 4 Téhéran, dont l'un sera nommé par chacune 

et. un tiers arbitre, qui seta désigué par les arbitres avant de procéder & 
Varbitrage, La décision des arbitres, ou, dans le cas ob ces deniers ne tomberaient pas 
accord, du tiers arbitre, sera concluante 


Annieye 18. 


Cot acte de concession fait en double est éerit en langue frangaise et traduite en 
langue persane avec Ia méme signification ; mais dans le cas od il viendrait & surgir 
toute contestation relative a cette signification, ce sera le texte francais qui soul 
prévaudra, 


Téhéran, le mai, 1901 (le __aéfer, 1819, de UHégire). 
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(26043) No. 374. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received June 1.) 
(No. 9. Confidential.) 
Sir, i 
: é Bushire, J 
I HAVE the honour to enclose, for your information, a copy of Read 
the 17th May, 1913, which Ihave addressed to the Government-ot India inthe Koos, 
Department, giving cover toa communication received from Captain A,'T. Wilson, CALC, 
transmitting translations of undertakings of local landowners offering free uso of the 
saltay inthe event of it being desided to take it through ther estates a 
ave, ke, b 
P. Z, COX, LieutenantColonel, British Resident in 


the Persian Gulf, and His Maj m 
be, Peptan Gulf, aud His Mojean'e Cont 


————————— 


Enclosure 1 in No, 874. 


Ticutenant-Colonel Sir P, Cox to Government of India, 
(Confidential. 
Sir, ir 

WITH reference to my letter dated the 15th Septombors 12; t Macy hates 
to forward, for the information of the Government of India, copy of » loner oe 
the th May, 1913, which T have received from Captain A. 'T. Wikon, CALG. ciate 
cover to translations of undertakings which he has obtained from Inudownere wee, 
Dizful offering free land for railway. cide to (ake 


TLEaH offering fre land for railway purpose, in tho event of it being: decided to {ako 
sae 


ing a copy of this letter to His Majesty's Minister, Tehran, and to His 


‘oreign Office, ji it be desi ic 
Raila Syndiegier case Ht be desired to communicate ‘tho contents to the 


Thave, &e, 


PZ, COX, Lieulonant-Colonel, British Iesident in 
he Persian Gulf, and His Majesty's Ci 
Gucci etna ace a eee cl 


a 
Enclosure 2 in No, 374, 
Captain Wilson to Lientenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox, 


: Camp Ahwaz, M . 
I HAVE the honour to enclose translations of documents which 1 Meee oietaed 


from Ali Mardan Khon Faili and Seyyid Ahi i 
fron rda «l Sexyid Ahmad-al-Musawi, two local potentates and 
udewners living near Shush, on the right bank of the Diz, some 15 miles below 
Both documents include a grant of free land for the rail 
carrie i ie nee i 
svi through the land of the sighatoies, who are part owners of the Ban Mudge 


lands, whi i i 
eee which are stated to be owned in the proportions shown, by the following 


rid Ahmad-al-Musawi, 2 di 5 
tinris (Sardar-isTang), 9 dungs. 


The lands lie immediately to th th 
Yoonerty of the Nizan-ee Sultan, and include 
. Taken in conjunction with tho ass 


}izmm-esSultaneh upon the same subject 
free lanc { 


the Hussainabed estate, which j 

the deserted village of Sumi, 
ee seas received from the 
for railway construction along the right bank of the Kige frog cote 
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(30-miles north of Mohammerah, the approximate southern limit of the Nizam-es 


y ‘thin 8 miles of Dizful. LSI 
aa cal weer ee “tis etter with enclosures, to His Majesty's consul for 


Arabintan, and to His Majety's viee-eonst!, Ahwaz 
ve, &e, , 5 : 

z SON, Captain, I.A., Additonal Assistant 

pa oe British. Resident. in the Persian Gulf, 

on special duty in Khnzistan. 





Enelosure 3 in No. 874. 


Documents received by Captain Wilson. i 


() 





(Maaaaion) : 
Dy ie norenae une SialeyA Marian Klas the presence of Captain ion 
ing to be ednatractl, that he will nt fail a rendering assitanc 
ae ae srnelige ality ‘in segard to protection and the provision of labourers and 
assistance in purchasing ony he wil also not fail to asst 
Mo whiner extnt Captain Wilson shows kindness and respect Ali Mardan on 
will continue to exert himself in rendering service, and will always be help 
Turthoring Captain Wilson's objects. 


22nd Jamadi I, 1831 (April 30, 1913). 














area iti he time, should Captain Wilson erect the 

rding to the necessities of the time, should Capi t 
Grou aralin tus citetontad te analot te undersigned, 20 yards of tho hereditary 
share of the latter will be given in order that the railway may be constructed thereot, 
‘and the breadth of the said land is 20 yards. REA 











MrorAere 2 yard of Jand haye been presented to the above-mentioned (Captain Wilson) 
by the aforesaid Ali Mardan Khan. 


22nd Jamadi 1, 1331 (April 80, 1913). 


ALI MARD. 




















(Meaplaion) @) 
Lat it not be hidden ie past ete 
cont of the British Administration, with the approval of the peopl 
Paeuaitliba ceiaiecuqteaaes Salenye lias ih aged peste es undepsignal agrees 
hat, a8 tho Sardar Ara Shoikh of Mobammerah—may he’ live long!—and all & 
nobles and chiefs are contented and have agreed, he also agrees, on the following 
conditions :— 


1. As regards guards, as far as in him lies, he will produce these for the 
i Administration. ZS 
arr Lay ier eee pertinsa bu rots resueesGvil bet wreduel ote ae 
in him lies, by dorsigned. 2 
SHO hth iar secre cater (nah 
them) ‘at the price ruling in the neighbourhood at the time. ~ eis 
4. On the condition, that the railway is gonstrused in these territories 
undersigned is ready to give, willingly, a strip of land 20 yards broad for the railway. 
aay euch, P aes F A 
Pegs tua sere sliiarrieny) if it is to be in Luristan, he will not fail, 
as far ag in him lies, in intermediation and in every sort of assistance, aud he is ready 
to be a friend to the Administration. Fe 
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Note—The phrase “people of Tehran” (ahl-i-Tehran) was inserted by the Soyyid 
by way of sarcasm. My original draft contained the words “ exalted Persian Govern 
ment.’ He remarked that there was no exalted Government, or, indeed, any 
Government at all, and that Persia was long since dead, and struck the words out, 


AT. W. 





rs 


Enclosure 4 in No. 374, 





cam-es-Sultanch to Consul Haworth. 


Moliammerah, 14th Mularrem, 1830 
(Translation.) (January 5, 1912). 

IN connection with the railway from Mohammerah to Dizful to which you mado a 
reference in the course of our conversation of yesterday, I have tho honour to state 
that, after the British Company obtained a concession for the said. railway from the 
Persian Government, [ have no objection and will uso no pressure in rogurd to any 
terms that the British Government authorities may arrange with tho company for the 
Fight of passage in such of the territories of my Arabistan properties through which 
it may pase, 

ithe promise given by his Excellency the Sardar Arfa in this connection on my 
behalf is also correct, 

Tassure you of my high esteem, 





NIZAM-ES-SULTANEH, 
——$—<—<—<__ 





Enclosure 5 in No, 374, 


The Sheikh of Mohammerah to Consul Haworth, 


F : Mohammoral, 10th Rabi-al-Thani, 1980 
(Translation,) (March 80, 1912), 
fino tothe tnatter of the railway about which I verbally represonted to you some 
time ago that whenever a company of British subjects obtains a concession for the 
Laristan road from the authorities of the Porsian Government, such portion ef the 
Nizam-es-Sultaueh’s territory in Arabistan through which it may pass chould be usta 
trot (of charge?, or that any right of passage which may be arranged by tho British 
authorities will hold good. : 
it grctS jou stated, in reply, that it concerns the company, and that you did not want 
it gratis for this reason, the Nizam-es-Sultaneh has not, in view of this consideration, 
made any hint (about the free uso of the territories) in the note which he keg 
addressed to you, but I beg to tell you dofinitely that as soon, as an arrangeniont ie 
decided upon. by the British Government authorities—at the time of tho extension of 
the railway—in regard to the passage of the railway through the NizamesSeltaoctee 
Prozomties, whethor it be for the free use thereof, or for any-right of passago they may 
same), 

Tayail, &, 
KHAZAL, 


















fix, Tam pledged that the Nizam-es-Sultaheh will accept (the 











(26144) No. 375. 
Sir W 








2 ‘nenley to Sir Edward Groy.—(Received June 7.) 


(Telegraphic) Pehvan, June 7, 1913 
FOLLOWING from consular officer at Tabriz, 6th June :— 


fencral Trman, commanding the 3rd Army Corps, arrived here 4th June 
from the Caucasus on a tour of inspection. He leaves 7th June for Urmia, goin 


His Natsga, where, Tam informed, great preparations bave beon ordered by Shuts he 
his reception.” 
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(26153) No. 376. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Reeeived June 7) 
(No, 225.) 
(teiegraphic) Tehran, June 7, 1913. 
YOUR telegram No, 241 of 22nd May: Baluchi raids. 
Following from consul in Seista 


“Y bolieve that repetition of our warming is and will be regarded as a sign of 
weakness, 5 

“‘Jehind professes to have a grievance against ns, and recent telegrams disclose 
other similar complaints of Baluchis, We have gained absolutely no redress for losses 
{inflicted on British subjects thirteen months ago, but we have sustained no further 
Joss, anid I would prefer to hold no direct communication with the natives of Sarhad 
at this stage. x 

"Tn iny opinion it is an easy matter to punish these tribes adequately. Natives of 
Sarhad aro absolutely dependent upon Seistan and Bam in equal proportions perbaps 
for all their supplies, Wells between Sarad and Seistan, Kisnat, and ‘Tah are few 

d far between. If blockad years, tribes would be reduced to extreme 
distress, Nasitives-Sultaneh himself poinied out this fact to me, but he is not the 
inan to conduct operations, as he is partisan of Hashmat-ul-Mulk, Sending of 
Khudadad Khan, cousin of Hashmat-ul-Mulk, last year to Meh, to recover loot from 
their kinsnien, was a futile experiment. It would be equally useless to expect Purdil 

, Khudadad’s enemy and deputy governor, to support any action against Sarhad 

haokat. 

«{ fimly believe that, until a disciplined force is sent from Meshed under a Swede, 
first, to arrest Hashmat-ul-Mulk, and, secondly, punish Khudadad and blockade the 
natives of Sarhad, we shall see no improvement. Khudadad is the Belgians’ most 
‘aotive opponent in Seistai 


Tam muking energetic representations to Minister of the Interior, but we inust 
rely for the present upon such action as Tcan induce Persian Government to take, as 
L seo no immediate probability of Swedes being oble to extend their operations’ to 
Seistan. 


(25860) No. 377. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 261,) 
(olographic.) 
‘HA'T is present position of negotiati 
Russian Government ask us to del 
time to make proposals, 
(Repeated to St, Petersburgh, No. 4:7.) 


(24474) No, 378 


Sir Eiteard Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No, 262) 
(Pelegraphic,) Foreign Office, June 7, 1913, 
BOLLOWING for Sir P. Cos 


“Oil company. are willing to act on lines indicated in your telegrams of 9th April 
and 13th May, leaving question of amount of royalty to be settled later. 

“This they do in consideration of proposed assurance by His Mujesty’s 
Government, set forth in your telegram of 13th May, but on distinct understanding 
that this percentage will not in any case exceed that paid to Bakhtiaris, viz,,3 per cent. 

‘They propose, as in case of Bakhtiaris, participation of sheikh in’ net profits 
should be’ seeured by his being allotted 3 per cent. of the shares in a company to be 
formed to work oil-bearing land in his territory, and urge that this he stipulated when 
permission to bore is obtained. 
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“Company reserve their rights under concession from Persian Government, and 
hope that His Majesty's Govorsment will se sugecsted in Sir G. Belay’ telegram 


No. 9 of 9th January, 1911, support company. in deducting from royalty to Persi 
Government, when due, any amounts due to Bakhtions and sheikh, on T=" 
Do you think this sulliciently satisfactory for negotiations to proceed ?” 





(20331) No. 379. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Lowther. 


Foreign Office. June 7, 1913, 
Ea aun 2 BY, despatch ne 173 of the 6th pene fem to your 
ncy the draft article i it he A Persii i p 
Encolleney the draft article regarding the interests of the Anglo-Perian Oil Company 


Tam, &e. 
TE. GREY, 


Enclosure in No, 


Draft Article, 


‘THE High Contracting Parties, being agreed 
that the Concession. granted in May 1901 by the 
Government of His Imperial Majesty the Shah of 
Persia to William Knox d'Arey, and now operated, 
in accordance with the provisions of Article 9 
thereof, by the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, 
Limited, of Winchester House, London (which 
Concession is hereinafter referred to as the Con- 
cession, and a copy of which Concession is 
annexed to this present Convention) shall reinain 
in full force and effect within the territories 
transferred by [Persia] to [Turkey] undor the 
provisions of Article of this present’ Conven- 
tion (hereinafter referred to as the transferred 
territories) and being accordingly desirous of 
making provision for the due continuation and 
performance within the said territories of the 
various rights, duties and obligations created. by 
the Coneession, do hereby agreo upon the follow- 
ing provisions:— 


(a.) [Turkey] recognizes the concession ns 
continuing in full force and validity within the 
transferred territories, and recognizes. that the 
monopoly granted by Article 1 of the Concession 
is absolute and exclusive within the said terri- 
tories, and precludes the grant or extension by 
{her} within the said territories of any concession 
in conflict with the rights of the Anglo-Persian 
Oil Company, Limited, thereunder, and precludes 
any interference with or infringement of the said 
rights by any person or corporation whatsoever. 
(@,) All the rights, privileges, exemptions and 
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other advantages granted under the Concession 
by [Persia] and now enjoyed by the Anglo- 
Persian Oil Company, Limited, shall, within the 
transferred territories, be respected and continued 
by Turkey in strict accordance with the terms of 
the Concession, 

(c2) Subject to the provisions of clauses(d) and 
(© of this Article, all the rights, privileges, and 
Denefits conferred on or reserved by [Persia] in 
virtue of the Concession shall, within the trans- 
ferred territories, be enjoyed and exercised by 
(Turkey] in strict accordance with the terms of 
the Concession. 

(a) The Anglo-Persian Oil Company, Limited, 
having paid to (Persia), in accordance with the 
terms of the first sentence of Article 10 of the 
Concession, the two sums of 20,0001. in cash and 
20,0001, in fully paid up shares mentioned therein, 
[Turkey] shall minke no claim of any kind upon 
the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, Limited, for or 
in connection with the payment of the two said 
suns. 

(@.) [Persia] shall not be entitled to receive 
‘any payment, under the second sentence of 
Article 10 of the Concession, from the Anglo- 
Porsian Oil Company, Limited, in respect of 
profits derived from its operations in the trans- 
ferred territories, ‘The amount payable under 
the said sentence of Article 10 of the Concession 
in rospect of such profits shall be payable by the 
Company to [Turkey], and no claim shall be 
made upon the Company by [Persia] in respect 
of any such profits, 

(j,) In odor to carry out effectually the pro- 
Yisions of Article 2 of the Concession, that 
shall be read as permitting the Anglo-Persian 
Oil Company, Limited, to lay pipe-tines from its 
workings in the transferred territories to the 
Persian Gulf through Turkish territory other 
than the transferred territories, should the 
Company desire to do so, 

(q) [Turkey] recognizes that the provisions of 
Axticle of the Concession permit of the formation 
of a new Company in accordance with the 
provisions of that Article to operate the Con- 
cession within the transferred territories, and 
that in the event of such a Company being 
formed such Company will thereby succeed in 
all respects to the position of the Anglo-Persian 
il Company within the transferred territories. 

(i) Tu the event of any question arising 
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between [Turkey] and the Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company, Limited, in connection with the opera- 
tion of the Concession within the transferred 
territories, which (if it had arisen between 
[Persia] and the Company) should, under the 
terms of Article 17 of the Concession, have been 
submitted to arbitration at Tehran, such question 
shall be submitted to arbitration at Constantinople 
in accordance with the other provisions of that 
Article. 

(i) Persia] undertakes to obtain the assent of 
the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, Limited, to the 
provisions of this Article, Such assent shall be 
signified in such manner as shall mutually be 


arranged. 


N.B— Turkey” and “Persia” have been 
put in square brackets throughout because this 
is to form one Article of the Treaty, and the 
Contracting Parties must be described in tho 
same way throughout that instrament. ‘The 
names in this draft must be altered to correspond 
with the rest of the Treaty lator. 





(26154) No, 380. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 8,) 


(No. 226.) 
(Telecraphic.) Tehran, June 

AY telegram No, 292 of 5th June: Salar-ed-Dowleh, aes 

__ Latest news of Salar is that he has gone towards Zenjan, which would mean that 
he is endeavouring to return to Kurdistan and Kermanshah, "He is reported to have ‘ 
only a few men with him, and Persian Government state that determined effort will 
be made to cut him off. His Highness is an elusive person, and it is not improbable 
that he may again escape to stir up disorders among the Kurdish tribes, who still 
apparently place some faith in hi 

(Sent to St. Petersburgh.) 





(26155) No, 381. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June &.) 

(No, 227.) 

(Telegraphic) Teliran, June 8, 1913 
YOUR telegram No. 261 of 7th Juno: Kerman mining concession, 
Syndicate’s representative and officials of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs are 

gradually dravring closer by means of mutual concessions, but there. hie latterly boas 

soime disposition evident on the latter's part to avoid reaching an issue, ‘his I have 

attributed to a hint from some Russian source, possibly through the Persian Minister 

in London. I had hoped to get concession signed before the departure of the Minister 

for Foreign Affairs, but failed to do so for some occult reason due to a forel 

jnlluence, I think. Promises are plentiful that the matter will be settled next weel 

puta fresh week finds ouly small progress made. It seems hard on the syndicate to 
nee by Russian influence now when the Russian Government have all long 

1629] 4B 
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een fully cognisant of all that is being done and concessions have been made to 
please them. From what the Russian Chargé d’Affaires said to me a few days ago it 
would appear that some Russian subject or protected person claims certain mining 
rights in the district, He did not know whether these rights are old or recently 


‘acquired. 





(26169) Noe 


Sir G, Lowther to Sir Raward Grey.—(Received June 8.) 
(No. 268,) 
(Telegraphic.) R. Constantinople, June 8, 1913. 
YOUR ialegram No, 947 of 6th Juno: Tareo-Persinn frontier 
Reason for delay is that the Grand Vizier is disinclined to send in further note 
until he is in complete harmony verbally with the Russian Ambassador, ‘There are 
still one or two small outstanding points confieeted with tho northern section. 





(26272) Novi88s, 


Mn, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 9) 
(No. 180.) 
Sir, St. Peteraburgh, June 6, 1913, 

1 HAVE the honour to report that on the 3rd instant the Interdepartmental New 
Railways Commission met under the presidency of the Director of Railways for the final 
discussion of the question of the construction of the terminal section of the main line 
of tho Trans-Persian Raily s 

‘The commission decided, with only one dissentiont vote, in favour of its 
construction from Aliata to Astara, and alto agreed to the building of a brauch line 
westward from the main line to join the ‘Trans-Caucasian Railway at Pandomir or 
Podara, 

According to the calculations of the commission the line from Aliata to Astara 
should be completed in three years, at a cost of 13,700,000 roubles (say 1,400,000). 
‘For this purpose the capital of the company was fixed approximately at 1,600,000 roubles 
nominal (say 160,000.) in shares, and at 14,400,000 roubles nominal (say 1,440,001.) 
in bonds, Tn view of the decision to construct the branch line, the total cost of 
construction will be increased to about 2,100,000 roubles (say 2,140,001), and the 
nominal capital issue is nove fixed at 2,900,000 roubles (say 250,000L) iu shares and 
22,600,000 roubles (say 2,260,000) in bonds, These bonds will be issued at 93, 
bearing guaranteed interest at 44 per cent, 

Thave, &e. 
HUGH O'BEIRNE, 





(26455) No. 384, 
India Ofice to Foreign Osfice—(Reeeived June 9.) 


THE Under-Seoretary of State tor India presents his compliments to the Under. 
Seoretary of State for Forvign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information of the 
Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 7th June, 1913, 
regarding the situation in Southern Persia, 


India Office, June 9, 1913. 


nelosure in No. 384, 


Government of India to the Marquess of Creice. 
(Telegraphic) P. June 7, 1913, 
BRITISH officers for Kerma 


Tn reply to your telegram of the 27th May, the proposal has our strong sup; 
having regard tthe paramount importance, on commercial and political grounds alike, 
of losing no further time in ensuring the safety of ithe trade routes in Southern Persia: 
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It is quite clear that the provision for Kerman of a Swedish gendarmerie force will for 
long time be impossible. Meanwhile, in the British sphere our trade is seriously 
ected, and our credit is Using iupaired. “We aro unable to agree with His Majesty's 
nister, Tehran, that if British officers are employed in our own sphere Russia will higre 
any reasonable ground of protest or be in a position legitimately to demand a. quid pro 
quo in the form of appointing Russian officers in her own sphere, where there is already 
a foreo under such officers, a8 well as large bodies of Russian troops, and where disorder 
has not impaired trade to the same extent. Strony grounds for pressing the. proposal 
upon the Persian Government and for requiring from them the provision of funda for 
the purpose are afforded by the recent disorder and by the raids of Baluchis near Bam, 
‘The appeals made by British and Indian traders for the protection of their interests 
cannot, we consider, be resisted much longer without difficulty, It is consonant with 
our poliey that we should forthwith employ in Kerman British officers in the service of 
Persia, since it is reasonable to expect that we shall thereby be able to maintain pence 
aud onder without resorting to an expedition, Invaluable assistance should. allo bo 
forded in the operations for suppression of the traffic in arms, in protecting telegraphs, 
and in preventing trans-frontier raids, by the presenoe in Kerman of two British offieors 
who could get into touch with the local tribal chiefs. 





(26460) 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdwcard Grey.—(Received June 9.) 


ic) Teliran, June 9, 1913, 
tolegram No, 250 of 30th May : ‘Tangistani piracy. 
Following from consular officer at Bushire, Sth dune :-— 
‘hips will act to-morrow, and the Governor has been informed. He informs mo 

tely that he considers proposed action salutary and well deserved, but officially he 
tloes not think it advisable to send a representative in view of the fact that Tangistan 
has not yet been placed under his jurisdiction, 

“Tam therefore informing Governor-General of Fars of our intended action,” 


Thave to-day informed the Persian Government, 





(26470) No. 386, 


men Sir W, Townley to Sir Rdward Grey. —(Recoived June 9.) 
(Telegraphic) Dehvan, June 9, 191%, 
AMY telegram No, 223 of 6th June: Ahwaz-Ispahan road. 
Following from consular officer at Ahwaz, now at Ispahan, 9th June 


*T have just received letter from Jang, dated Malamir, 30th May, saying that he 
i now awaiting the arrival of 300 Bahmai and Tebi guards,’ He will post them on the 
Malamir-Shalil section and entrust Shalil-Dopoulan section to Bakhticet ‘guards. 

“He begs to assure you that road will remain safe,” 


(26155) _ No, 387, 


‘ Sir Edteard Grey to Mr. O'Beivne. 
(So 412) 
elegraphie.) Foreign Ofico, June 9, 1913. 
So, AY telegram No. 261 of 7th June to Tehran and Sir W. Townley's t 
No. 227 of Sth June: ‘Kerman mining concession, cre 
We hare heard nothing since respecting société’s proposals, Please ask 
sorority. are going to be put forward, as it is unfair on the British 


Sindicate that the Russian Government should oppose the concession. without stating 
what are their views. 


(Repeated to Tehran, No. 264.) 


—EEESEE—————— eee 
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(26405) No. 388. 
Foreign Ofice to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 


Sir, Foreign Ofice, June 9, 1913. 

IAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that, upon receipt of 
your letter of the 28th ultimo regarding the possibility of the Kuhgeluis attacking your 

fields, he consulted His Majesty's Minister at Tehran on the subject 

Sir \V. ‘Townley has now reported that in March last His Majesty's vice-consul at 
Ahwaz advocated the arming of your staff, pointing out that the position was a suitable 
‘one, as they have two houses which could be put in a state of defence, and, moreover, 
are situated on an isolated hill with a storage tank for water. His Maiesty’s consul. 
general at Bushire concurred in these views, but deprecated any action at that time. 

Sir W. Townley his now consulted him again in consequence of your letter under 
reply, and reported that the Government of India are willing to loan 
soventy rbines with ammunition at a cost of about 911 rupees, or to 
soll them for cos. He adds that, pending a decision being taken, he is 
Asking the Government of India to have the’ arms despatched! to His Majesty's consul 
at Ahvw 

Tam accordingly to enquire whether your company are prepared to pay one of the 
two above-mentioned sums. 

Tam, &e. 

LOUIS MALLET, 





(25860) No. 389. 


Foreign Ofiee to Mr, Greenway. 


Sir, Foreign Ofice, June 9, 1913. 
WITH reference to previous correspondence regarding your negotiations with the 


Persian Government to secure a mining concession in Kerman, 1 am directed by 
Scorctary Sir Edward Grey to note that he is informed by the Russian Government 
that the Société d'Etudes are desirous of making some proposal in regard to. the 
Gorman concession. He would be glad to kuow whether your group would still. be 
disposed to admit them to participation, 

Tam, &e, 


LOUIS MALLET. 





(26622) i d "), 


Sir, June 10, 1913. 

IN reply to your letter of the 23rd May, regarding a proposal for the appointinent 
of Brita officers in Kerman, Lam directad bythe ‘Secretary of State for India: to 
enclose copy ofa telegram that has been received from the Government of India, and to 
say that he fully concurs in their conclusions, corroboration of which he finds in Sir 
W, Townley’s telegram No, 225 of the 7th instant on the subject of the Baluchi inroads. 

Tam to remind you that the possibility of some such appointment being made was 
discussed by Sir BE. Grey and M. Sazonot in September last (eee Inst paragraph of 

rsation of the 25th September), which shows 
gency mentioned by Sir W. Townley in his telegram No. 206 of the 
20th May was not overlooked at that time. 

In viow of the uncertainty as to the future of Persia the Marquess of Crewe 
ventures to think that the consolidation of British influence iu the British sphere by all 
legitimate means is very desirable. If, therefore, the Persian Government are totally 
unable to provide the funds for the scheme now under discussion, he would now be 
prepared to consider the advisability of a further small advance for the purpose, on the 
understanding that half of the charge is borne by Imperial revenues. 

Tam, é. 
T. W. HOLDERNESS, 


(29166) No. 389" 
Note communicated by Count Bonckendorff, June 10, 1913, 


SIR EDWARD GREY youdra bien se souvenir que le 
\ aque Jo. contrat 
Honaue Imperiale et Mr. Shuster n'a 66 ‘ratié ni por Ie. AModfie, niece 
renoment porsad, Tl nd saurait, par eonsdquent, nok force Wet 

four cots du monopale de eetto banque, lo Medjlse'auecords une concession pour la 
feurmiture dune eertaine quantité dargent. aux sujets persaie, Hettee eae it 
{utanen-ud-tajar, Nous aimons pouvoir compter sir Tespoit que lo Gaur eet 
fae eee GES pas des ap yenlicat aay si peu fondées de la banque, qui, de 

a nt que sur un acte itraire . Shu i t de ti 
peti seen arbitraire de Mr. Shuster, dénué certainement de tout 
Ambassade Impériale de Russie, Londres, 
Te 10 juin, 1913, 





(1629) 
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Enclosure in No. 390. 
Government of India to the Marquess of Crewe. 


(Telegraphic.) P, June 7, 1913. 

BRITISH officers for Kerman, 

In reply to your telegram of the 27th May, the proposal has our strong: sspport, 
having regard to the paramount importance, on commercial and political grounds alike, 
of losing no farther time in ensuring the safety of the trade routes in Southern Persia, 
Tt is quite clear that the provision for Kerman of a Swedish gendarmerie force will for 
sloug time be impossible; meanwhile, in the British sphere our trade is seriously 
affected, and our credit is being impaired. We are unable to agree with His Majesty's 
Minister, Tehran, that if British officers are employed in our own sphere Russia will 
have any reasonable ground of protest or be in a position legitimately to demand a 
quid pro quo in the form of appointing Russian officers in her ewn sphere, where there 
is already a foree under such officers as well as large bodies of Russiay troops, and where 
disorder has not impaired trade to the same extent. Strong grounds for pressing the 
proposal upon the Persian Government, and for requiring from them the provision of 
funds for the purpose are afforded by the recent disorder and by the raids of Baluchis 
near Bam, 

‘The appeals made by British and Indian traders for the rotection of their interests 
cannot, we consider, be resisted much longer without dificulty. Tt is consonant with 
our policy that we should forthwith em ploy in Kerman British officers in the service of 
Persia, since it is reasonable to expect thay e shall thereby be able to maintain peace 
and order without resorting to an expedition, Invaluable assistance should also be 
afforded in the operations for Suppression of the traffic in arms, in protecting telegraphs, 
and in preventing trans-frontier raids, by the presence in Kerman of two Boscel officers 
who could get into touch with the local tribal chiefs. 


SS 
(26623) No. 391. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 10.) 


30.) 
(Telegraphio.) Tehran, June 10, 1913, 

MY telegi No. 225 of 7th June: Baluchi raids. 

T put situation in Seistan very clearly before the Minister of the Interior yesterday. 
T represented that matters could not continue any longer as they are, and that Persian 
Government must lose no time in taking necessary action to ranged Hashmat-ul-Mulk 
from Seistan or the neighbourhood, since it is clear that, whether he is Acting Governor 
ora mere spectator, he is at the bottom of all the mischief. 

Ain-ed-Dowleh suggested Hissam-ed-Dowleh, Hashmat-ul-Mulk, and Shaokat-ul- 
Mulk should all be summoned to ‘Tehran, it being understood that last-named should 
return to his post. His Highness said he had not perfect confidence that his orders 
would be obeyed, as was the case when he issued similar orders when he was Grand 
Vizier, but he said he would do his best, and would consult G vernor-General of 
Khorassan, who is more conversant with the present local conditions in Kain and 
Seistan than himself, 

Tsaid that decided action must be taken, as His Majesty’s Government and the 
Government of India were becoming impatient at the long continuance of unrestrained 
disorder, and that it would be impossible to wait until such time as the gendarmerie * 
might be numerous enough to take any action. 

(Addressed to Foreign Office; repeated to Seistan.) 


SSS = eee 


[1629] 











(26704) No. 392. 


Mr. O’Beirne to Sir Edward Grey —(Received June 10.) 
(No. 208.) 
(Welegraphic.) BR. St. Petersburgh, June 10, 1913. 

Your telegram No, 442 of 9th June: Kerman mining concession. + 

Tasked Minister for Foreign Affairs to-day when proposils of Société d'Etudes 
would be put forward. He requested me to put this enquiry in writing, and promised 
me a reply 

T urged on hls: Excollency hardships to British syndicate involved by. this 
opposition, He explained that as future railways in Persia would not be in themselves 
remunerative it would be necessary for promoters to recoup themselves by securing 
mining rights adjoining line, and he said that British syndicate was seeking for 
inining monopoly over immense tract of territory in nentral zone, 





(26090) 393. 
Foreign Ofice to Mesars. Ziegler and Co.” 


Gentlemen, Foreign Ogfice, June 10, 1913. 
WITH reference to the letter from this Office of the 16th April last regarding a 
robbery of your goods near Dehbid, Persia, Iam directed by Secretary Sir Edward 
Grey to inform you that he has received a telegram from His Majesty's Minister at 
‘Tehran stating that as a result of an expedition undertaken by a. detachment of the 
gendarmerio wndor’ Swedish officers w portion of the merchndian stolen has been 
recovered, 
Tam, 


c. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(26930) No. 304. 
Foreign Ofice to Persian Transport Company. 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 10, 1913. 


LAM directod by Seoretary Sir to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the lst ultimo regarding possible disturbances by Kuhigeluis on the Ahwaz 


been i ion with His Majesty’s Minister at 
‘Tehran who has made strong representations on the 3 


LOUIS MALLET. 





(26804) No. 296. 
India Ofico to Foreign Office —(Received June 11.) 


Sin, India Ogice, June 11, 1913, 

TAM directed by the Secretary of State for India to forward, for the information 
of the Seoretary of Slate for Foreign Afiairs, copy of a telegram that has been received 
from the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf summarising the result of Mr, Tipper’s 
geological survey of Kerman. This result tends to weaken considerably the case for 
aligning the Trans-Persian Railway vid Kerman, 

‘The Marquess of Crewe further directs me to say, with reference to Sir E, Grey's 
telegram No. 261 of the 7th instant to Sir W. ‘Townley, and the Jatter’s reply, that he 
trusts that no opportunity will be afforded to the Société d'Etudes to extend its 
gperations to the British sphere. His Lordship’s objection is one of principle, and is 
irrespective of the existence of mineral wealth in that sphere. 

Tam, &e. 
‘T. W. HOLDERNESS, 


* Also to Manchester Chamber of Commerce, mutatie mutandis, 
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Enclosure in No. 395, 


Lieutenant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic) R. i 
Je Bushire, May 17, 19) 
wea received informally from consul at Kerman eopy of the etvinend ote 
‘pret on the geology and minerals of neighbourhood of Kerman, which indicates 
frat fs far as his researches go Kerman offers no mineral deposits of commercial valtg 
ia dhe mona er Gere ho doubt necessary beforea final verdict can be prononneod bit 
nt may i F 
Ain Tipper s ecogggrmment may see ft to inform Mx. Greenway of the purport of 





(26815) No. 396. 


Pc Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received June 11.) 
(Telegraphic) R. 
HY telegram No, 204 of 6th June: Regent, 
aye dave teceived aide-mémoire from the Minister for Forel i ing hi 
willingness to receive the Persian Regent informally te Peers oe 


R etersburgh, provid 
t takes place as soon as possible, and at any tate not later thats tools te 


‘St. Petersburgh, June 11, 1918 


of June, 





(26169) No. 307. 


sty Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Lother, 
¢ elseraphia') R 
r'URCO-PERSIAN frontion. 
Your telegram No, 268 of Sth June, 
sou diab Pasha ip ‘informed by bis Government th 
{pu and your Russian colleague will not admit the line last. aucun K 
Mental that Toskay would have to abandon tnttory no ae se foe ees 
Please telegraph preci ly what difficulty has arisen, ae 
la ys his Government agree to intmer vi 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 446, nd Taian or 


Foreign Office, June 11, 1913, 


hat there are still difficulties because 


conimissions at once, 
, No, 266.) 





(26163) No. 398, 


Poreign Office to India Office, 


oD ADD vey 
Townley in the last 
Jipon sich action as 


Tam, &o, 
LOUIS MALLET, 





* Nos, 261, 298, 976, and 991, 








[26908] 
Minute by Mr. Parker. 


THAD an interview with Hakki Pasha to-day. 

1, He stated that his Government were much 
disappointed by the abstention of Sir E. Cassel 
from the small joint advance being made by 
France and Germany to Turkey, and he hoped 
this did not indicate an intention to abstain from 
Tagger loan operations, as if so it vould ereate a 
very regrettable impression in Turkey. 1 said 
that Sir L, Mallet would be seemg Sir H. 
Babington-Smith on the 12th June and, though 
‘we had no eontrol over the Bank, would mention 
the point to him. Hakki Pasha said he felt sure 
‘word from the Foreign Office would have the 
desired effect, 

2, Ho pressed very strongly that Sir B, Grey 
would oppose an indemnity. He stated that the 
Fronch would be most grateful if we took the 
lead in this matter, T said that we had been 
opposed in principle to an indemnity, though we 
could not refuse to listen to arguments in favour 
‘of one. He said the reports from Paris on the 
subject were disquieting, and that now was the 
opportiine moment for a démarehe on our part. 

8, Ho said a difficulty had arisen about the 
‘Tureo-Persian frontier owing to Sir G. Lowther 
and his Russian colleague putting forward claims 
of an impossible nature in regard to the frontier 
south of Zohab, T said that our information was 
that the ontstanding difficulties were small ones 
relating to the northern part of the frontier, but 
that wo would telegraph again to Constantinople 
to find ont exactly what was delaying matters 
‘This has been done ina telegram dated the 11th 
June, 

4, He said his Government accepted the 
formula abont Egyptian borrowing powers, 
already initialled ad referendum. ‘They wanted, 
however, to have the option of making the change 
by firman or by declaration, as they might deem 
most convenient. I said we would enquire 
Lond Kitchener's views on the subject by tele- 
graph. Primd facie thero does not seem much 
objection to leaving them this option. 

5, The Turkish Government were prepared to 
meet us by agreeing, a8 we had asked, to the 
minimum duration of the Shatt-el-Arab Commis- 
sion being for sixty years instead of for twenty- 
one: they hoped, however, that as they were go 
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tory on all points we would show a corre- 
spondingdisposition in regard to anylittle requests 
they might make to us. 

We initialled the Convention as modified. 

6. Mesopotamian Oil.—Hakki Pasha said that 
the two groups, viz., the National Bank and 
Mr. D'Arcy (Greenway) must be brought to 
terms. Otherwise the ‘Turkish Government 
would simply keep the concession in suspense, as 
otherwise in gratifying one party they would 
make enemies of the other. ‘The National Bank 
had inherited, inter alia, the rights of the Bagdad 
Railway Company under their Convention. of 
1903 in regard to mines and vil for a distance of 
20 kilom. on either side of the railway, and that 
group (viz, the National Bank one) had acquired 
such other rights as the Germans claimed for 
what they were worth, ‘The National Bank 
group included German interests, and if the 
Turkish Government gave the whole concession 
to D'Arey they would be Iullied by the 
Germans, 

What Hakki suggested was such a combination 
as would secure British control by a slight pr 
dominance of British interests over German, 1 
said I thought, in view of the past history of this 
question, that our predominance would have to be 
more than slight; but that efforts wore being 
made to bring the two groups together, though 
ot with much success 0 far, 

Hakki said that it was clearly their interest to 
come together, 

7. Hakki said that he hoped we would mako 
no difficulty about the rendition of criminals by 
the Sheikh of Koweit, 1 said the matter had 
been referred to the Government of India for 
their observations. 

8. Ho asked if we had any objection t 
monopoly for matches and cigarette papers in 
Turkey. I said that 1 would make enquiries 
from the Commercial Department and let. him 
know, 

9. We then entered on a discussion of the “projet 
denote anglaise” which he had suggested as our 
reply and as moro likely to meot with a good 
reception in Turkey. After a good deal of 
discussion I said T would submit tho following 
draft to Sir E. Grey, and Hakki Pasha said he 
hoped it could be initialled ad referendum on 
Friday, the 13th June:— 

[1629] 4D 
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Le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté britannique n’a pas manqué d'examiner aveo 
attention les différentes demandes formulées par la Sublime Porte a certaines époques 
ét, en dernier lieu, au cours des négociations qui eurent liew & Londres, pour le régle- 
nent des questions pendantes entre les deux pays. Le soussigné, Principal Secrétaire 
AEtat de Sa Majesté britannique pour les Affaires Etrangéres, vient, par Ja présente, 
communiquer A TAmbassade Impériale de Turquie les décisions auxquelles son 
Gouvernement s'est arrété sur les cing points formant l'objet de ces demandes :— 


(i) Le Gouvemement britannique donne son consentement a la nouvelle majora- 
tion proposée des droits d’entrée en ‘Turquie, qui seront ainsi portés & 15 pour cent 
‘ad valorem sins limitation de temps La nouvelle majoration ne pourra étre appliquée 
fux marchandises anglaises que si elle Vest ézalement & tous les produits étrangers, et 
lle rentrera en vigueur que six mois aprés sa notification officielle, 

(ii) Le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté britannique déclare consentir & la conversion 
éventuelle des 15 pour cent ad valorem en un tarif de droits spécifiques aux conditions 
uivantes : 

(a) Ledit tarif sera élaboré de commun accord. 
3 Tenors en vigueur ‘qvaprée un dalai roisonnable, pas moine d'un an 
‘apres sa promulgation. 

Hl ne pourra, non plus que les 15 pour cent ad valorem, étre changé ou 
modifié sans qu'un accord intervienne & ce sujet entre les deux Gouvernements. 


(i [Addition to come here about * temettu.”) 


iv.) Le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté britannique déclare qu'il n'a pas dobjection 
de principe A Vabolition de ses bureaus postaux en ‘Turquie & la condition que cette 
mesure #étende A tous les bureaux. étrangers, et qu'il ait Yassurance que Vadministra- 
tion postale ottomane offre pour la transmission des correspondances les garanties 
requises de sGourite et de célérité. En attendant que Vabolition desdits bureaux 
pursso se réaliser, le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté britannique n'a pas d’objection a 
Pomploi, dans ses bureaux en ‘Turquie, de timbres-poste ottomans. Cette mesure 
exigerait, copendant, Tétablissement d'une surcharge et certaines réglementations 
Wordze technique. Le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté britannique est done prét a 
entamer dea négociations ce sujet, si les autres Etats ayant des bureaux de poste 
on Murguie conviennent d’étudier co changement de systeme, 

(*, En attendant Vintroduetion de réformes dans’ administration judiciaire 
‘ottomane, le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté britannique estime que le moment n'est pas 

Wenyisager la suppression des capitulations, ‘Toutefois, dans le cas oit les autres 
Puissances se mettraient duccord sur une telle procédure, le Gouvernement de Sa 

é Writannique serait prot A désigner des représentants en vue de déterminer 
jusqu'h quel point Te réginee wetuel des capitulations est susceptible d'amélioration. 


10. Hakki Pasha then told me that the Bagdad 
Railway Company were negotiating for a modifi- 
cation of the kilometrie guarantees in so far as 
they are at present, under article 35 of the Con- 
vention of 1903, opposed to the development of 
trafli 

AP 

Poreign Office, 

June 11, 1913, 





[26883] No. 400. 
Mr, Greenway to Foreign Ofiee—(Received June 12.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, 
Sir, London, June 11, 1913. 
IN reply to your letter of the th instant, with reference to the mining concession 
in Kerman, Tam desired to say that my group, have no desire to admit the Société 
a'Btudes t0 any participation in their syndicate, but that if His Majesty's Government 
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desire it and see no objection from the point of view of British interests to a Russian 


group being associated in an important commercial undertaking i i 

are cae 10 consider any proposals which the Société hkie ae 
‘a , rever, my i 5 

cnet cae, omerer, sy group would not be disposed to part with mor than 


In this connection I may ic 

tion I may mention that I have had no reply tie 

ae Gistanestete! a’ ee ‘a the proposals which, at a Meet ae 

p » I mar mn i rt 

uae Psi Talents eee ‘em some months ago for a participation by them. 
As it will shortly be necessary to raise additic 

ie es free oe aaa a 

Government have received any communication on the st 

ment bars: of the Société d'Etudes do not care to avail them: 

co-operation, other arrangements will need to he made, 


ital in order to most the 
ad to know if His Majesty's 
ject, since, if tho Brits 
solves of this opportunity of 


Tam, &e, 
©. GREENWAY, 





(26623) No. 401, 


x Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(Welegraphic.) R. 
fot a telegram No, 230 of 10th June : Seistan, 


Foreign Office, June 12, 1913, 





(26815) No. 402, 


cay Sir Edward Grey to Sir It, Bertie, 
(Telegraphic.) R. 
als ORERNES felegram, No. 207 of 
‘ou should inform the Regen ive his Hij 
informally at an early date and on the dtact venteemr aie ae eens 
‘ersia directly after the interviews and does not dofer his retumne t ” "°" 
(Repeated to St, Petersburgh, No. 448, and Tehran, No. 269,) 


Foreign Offce, June 12, 1913 
UidiTune: Rogen of Ponies 





(26975) No, 403, 


Sir ie to Sir I , ‘ 
aon in FP, Bertie to Sir Hitieard Grey.—(Received June 12.) 


(Telegraphic) Re 
rr. PETERSBURGH telegram No, 207 of 11th ee eA 
of today to me BURGH tlegram’ No, 207 of 11¢h June and yout logan No, $81 


Matter already settled this morning with the Regent of Persia ( 


307 of to-day). (see my despatch 





(26988) No. 404. 


(Sour) Sir P. Bertie to Be, Edward Grey—(Received June 13.) 
WITH reference to y N 

Cee e to your telegram No, 432 of thi 

Resins Nepean St. Petersburgh and to the one “iron you addressed to 

ere ay (No, 2 ), I have the honour to acquaint you that. the Russian Ambuey te 

ee inonnate ey oe nies would be willing to receive the Beaee nt 

than _ ly, ces with his Highness that he Mould meet me at the 
told the Regent that ule ive his 

sneitatng WE he eal Teese 


ayy, Paris, June 12, 1913, 
Ath instant’ to His Majesty's 


sve him informally on the dist 
directly after the Ynterviews wit 
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yourself and with M. Sazonof, who, as the Russian Ambassador stated, would be ready 
to receive him also informally on the same condition, 7 
‘The Regent expressed his gratitude for the concession thus made to his repre 
nntations, : 
SON. Inwolaky said that 3, Sazonof would not be at St: Petersburgh until after the 
15th instant. 


idea, quite a mistaken one, that 
hi wished to avoid, or at all events had no particular desire for, a return to Persin. 

T suggested to his Highness that as he had been absent from Persia over eleven 
mouths, notwithstanding the wishes of the Bers nd British Governments, 
it could not hea matter of surprise that there should be the mistaken notion that he 
had no particular desire to return to the duties of his Ofice. The Regent assured me 
that, the delays had been entirely.due to the unsatisfactory replies which he had 
received! from Tehran, ‘They were not explanations of the situation such as he had 
called for. His desire was to return to Persia, and he hoped that the interviews which 
had been promised him would be of assistance to ling with the situation, 

Finally, 1 pointed out to Nast-ul-Mulk that there was no reason for any further 
delay, for he would not be awaiting the arri inister for Foreign Affairs, and 
tho 15th instant was so near that if he went in the course of the meat few days to 
London he could continue his journey to St. Petersburgh almost immediately, and not 
arrive there at too early:a date for his interview with M, Sazonof, aud thence he could 
0 direct to Persia, 

His Highness said that he would go to London early next week, 

Thave, &e. 
FRANCIS BERTIE 





(27114) No, 405. 


Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 13.) 
(No, 231.) 
(Pelographic.) Tehran, June 13, 1913. 
ILLOWING from consular officer at Bushire, No. 289, dated 11th June — 
* Following is reply to Foreign Office telegram No, 262 to yon of 7th June, 
repeated to me on 9th June: Oil boring in Mobammerah distri 


‘The right which, in the last paragraph, the oil com maintain 
contains the whole crus, seeing that it contemplates sooner or later the trial of the 
dispute which it was the whole point of Sir George Barclay’s telegrams Nos. 9 and 11 
of 1911 to oby 

““TFit is conceded that arbitrary action by us insisting on Persian 
accepting reduction of royalty woul not stand reference to arbitrati 
appear that any promise. to su 5 many’ would have any’ meaning in 
pmetice. It seems to ¥ ourselves wi 
Independent private arrangement with the sheikh not involving any deduct 
royalty. 


Tentirely agree with Cox. It would appear to me that we should put ourselves in 
4 very false position if we tacitly sanctioned any arrangement which would imply that 
what is paid to the sheikh us royalty will. be eventually recoverable from the Persian 
Government, or that wwe will support claim to deduction of such moneys from royalty 
fo be paid to the Persian Government. I concur with the opinion expressed by 
Barclay that arbitration on such a claim would probably go against us. 1 think that 
such ap arrangement should be anade with the sheikh as will not entail any deduction 
from the royalty due to the Persian Government under the concession, or else that the 
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Persian Government should be warned that such 
can persuade the sheikh to accept conditions offe 
rire shirk the issue now would, I think, entail much more troublesome settlement 


(Repeated to Bushire.) 


Keduction will be made unless they. 





(27788) No, 406. 


Sir I. Mallet to the Members of the Inter-Departmental Committee on the 


Trans-Persian Railway. 


application 
i. gonditon that, when 
he line re an ‘Pechnica 
tual tine ou would be appointed to examine the twa routes, namely Uist vie Shee 
nd that vid Kerman, and roport to their Governments, before aay lociioy se 
{0 digcuae ration through the nentral sphere, it would not appear necessnty hurtee 
Tenegits the alignment proposed by the Russian Goveramert in tote mee ct ae, 
_ It is suggested that a reply to that note should be 
stating the reasons for thinking it des 
the neutral and British sphere: 
upon the two routes. 


ussian frontier of the neut 


drawn up in this Department 
Alesirable to dofer. the question of alignment. in 
until a joint commission hins examined and reported 


June 13, 1913, Ee 


Enclosure in No, 406, 


Memorandum. 
tan ee Fors Ofc jblardas 
See ea ae ge Buchanan by the Russian 
ae ee seenal egarding the Trans-Persian Railway, 


by Sit A. Nicolson and Sir L. Mallet; the India’ 
of Trade by Sir H, Llewellyn Smith; the War 


and the Admiralty by Captain Ballard, Sir Georg 
dor at St, Potersbirgh, Was also present a 


ian grou 
ian Railway a 


repondoratin 
vernment stato that, in the event of the 
: n u ie Sette with the wi 
: ared not to permit, railway construction witht 
limits of the F he neutral zor UT a 
without a preliminary a; ment on the sujec th the, Beis Core een ence 
vita aureement on the subject with the Butish aes 
deductions, therefore, which should be drawn from the At eee a 
‘That if the Trans-Persian Railway Project was not carried out— 


1, The Russian group would feel at liberty to construct Russian lines both in the 


ot Bees ‘nd neutral zones with a preponderating Russian influenes; od 
[ 3] 4E 
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2, That the Russian Government would permit railway construction within the 
limits of the Russian zone aud the neutral zone near the Perso-Afghan 
frontier, 


this attitude, if maintained by the Russian Government, would mean that 
ep-operation between Russia and England, so far as railway enterprise was concerned 
in Persia, would practically be at an end, and that Great Britain would not be in a 
position to have a voiee in or to guide railway construction in the Russian sphere, and 
‘would also experience great dificulty in. opposing Russian railway construction in the 

zone, Ibis, moreover, quite possible that such construction would be dangerous 

to British interests, both from the strategical and political points of view. Tt. seems, 
therefore, desirable to eo if it would not be possible to Keep al he Société d'K:tudes, 
and thereby ensure that co-operation between Russia and England in regard to railway 
enterprise in Persia should be continued and placed on a satisfactory basis. : 

Tn the memorandum communieated to Russia on the Lith February of this 
year the British Government stated that the question of the linking-up of the Trans- 
Persian Railway with the railways of India should remain for the present entirely 
open. ‘To this the Russian Government reply that, “In consideration of the special 
lows still prevalent in Anglo Indian potffical circles, the Russian Government find it 
possible to agree to this point.” ‘This reply, therefore, meets the British views, snd in 
‘any case defers the necessity of seriously considering @ junction between the Persian and 
Tndian railway systems for some time to com 

The second desideratum of the British Government was that the southern’ terminal 
point of the railway should be Bunder Abbas on the Persian Gulf, To this the Russian 
Government reply that Bunder Abbas os a termina. point is uneeeeptable, and suggest 
that either Clalbar or Guattar would be more. suitable and convenient ports. The 
information in the possession of the Admiralty is to the effect that neither of these 
ports could possibly be made into convenient ports of call or serve ns terminal ports of 
the railway without enormous expenditure of money, ‘There is, however, au anchorage 
about 25 miles to the west of Bunder Abbas which affords every convenience for 

rking and landing merchandise and passengers. This is in the Clarence Straits, 
which are at this point completely sheltered in all seasons, affording a good harbour 
where steamers of any size could discharge and embark goods either alongside jetties, 
for the construction of which the locality is suitable, or by lighterage, which would be 
much less dificult than at Chahbar or Guattar, It is considered that if it were pointed 
out to the Russian Government that the only really suitable port is in the Clarence 
Straits they could pon the roadsteads which they have mentioned as being: 
Jocalities which could he advantage ade use of for the purposes required, 

Our consent to the line proceeding to Kernia ht be made conditional on 
Clarence Straits being included in the British sphere 

‘he third British desideratum was that the alignment of the future railway 
should be Ispahan, Shiraz, aud Bunder Abbas, while the Russians desire that 
it should be ‘Tehran, Yezd, Kerman, aud Chahbar, ‘the Russian memorandum points 
out that the British alignment would considerably lengthen the main line, would 
entail increased cost of construction of over 5,000,000/, and greatly decrease the transit 
importance of the Hine, and would leave on one side the populated provinces of 
Kerman aud Yeza me 4 

‘The Inter-Departmental Committee were fully aware of the military objections 
which have been raised to the Yezd-Kerinan route. Supposing, nevertheless, that 
the Russians were t concentrate within fonr months a lange body of troops at 
Kerman, it does not seem very clear how they would utilise this force, even on the 
assumption that a railway was in existence between Kerman and the southern coast. 
‘There would be 1io reason for their proceeding to the coast, where they could eflect 
nothing, and to march eastwards across the desert would present great difficulties. 

Moreover, it appears that His Majesty's Government have no effective meais of 
preventing the Russians constructing a railway to Kerman without their co-operation, 
and the Committee submit that the military aspects of the whole situation require 
reconsideration from this point of view, Subject to the result of this reconsideration, it 
appears to the Committee that as the Russian Government are ready to make a 
concession in regard to the first British desideratum, and, as there is considerable 
foree in the objections which they have raised to the British alignment, the alignment 
Yezd-Kerman to the coast west of Bunder Abbas could be accepted without incurring 
any real risk to British interests, provided that it is clearly understood that railway 
construction ywould be commenced from the coast northwards to Kerman simultaneously 


with the construction of the section in the Russian sphere, This stipulation is o1 
which the Board of Trade attach importance from the commercial point of views 
_ As regards the fourth British desideratum, respecting the extension of the line 
from Bunder Abbas eastwards, the Russian memorandum states that the question is not 
worth discussion. The views advanced on both sides regarding this point are naturally 
superseded, at any rate for the present, as the Russian Goverment agree, thiy 
the junction with the Indian railways should be left open. 
As regards the railways in the neutral zone, touched upon in point No. 9 of the 
memorandiim, this is a matter for further consideration between the two Governments. 


eee whole case of the Trans-Persian Railway may perhaps be summed up as 


The Russian Government are willing to suspend the question of a junction between 


the trans-Persian Tine and the Iudian railway system, and, so far as ean be gathered, 
they. would be willing to co-operate with the British Government in a line through 
Persia connecting Yerd and Kerman wi 


“ z 1 with a port on the southern coast, and also to 
discuss with them the question of railways in the neutral zone, 


There seems to be, however, little doubt that, if the Bri 
ts entertain the alignment of Yezd and Kerman, as proposed by the Russian Governs 
ment, and to continue to insist upon the Tspahan-Shiraz route, the Russian 
Government would consider that the whole question of co-operation must be abandoned, 
and Russia would then hav npete liberty of action to construct any lines which she 
may consider desirable $ nes, especially that constructed near the Perso-Afghan 
frontier, could not be viewed with equanimity by the British Government, who would 
be powerless to prevent their construction, aid instead of a cordial and friendly 
co-operation in railway enterprise there would be constant, causes of friction betwoon 
the two Governments, which, indeed, might soriously impair their relations, If 
co-operation can be secured by consent to the alignment proposed by the Russian 
Government, and if thereby the Société 'litudes can be kept alive, the Britis 
Government would be able to have some voice in the construction of railways even 
within the Russian sphere, It would therefore seem desirable that a reply should 
he sent to the Russian memorandum #0 as to enible furthor discussion and 
conltaton to continue 

in arriving at the above conclusions the Committee were influenced: mainly bj 
considerations of a political or stratogical order, ‘They do not wish to be understood ig 
aig may fo, countenance the view that a, Trane-Persian Railway swith tho proposed 
signment would be likely to be uuncis ‘ive propositi rith dy o1 
algae would bs likely ® nuncially attractive proposition without. subsidy or 


Foreign Ofice, May 29, 1913. 


h Government decline 


; Annex 1, 
Dear Sir Arthur Nicolson, India Office, June 8, 1913 
., LAM in rather a difficulty about signing the draft reneeana Inter-Dopartmental 
Committee on the Trans-Persian Railway at present, because Lond Crowe has 
telegraphed to the Viceroy for the definite views of the military authorities on the 
lation that will be created if the main line goes to Kerman ; and until they have 
wen received and considered it seems useless for me to commit mnysel 
2 the meantime, may I make one or two remarks on the general position? Ay 

from the question of Kerman, I shall sign the report with the isisab sal tang’ beck 
{am not satisfied that our diplomatic resources hare been anything like exhausted in 
safe ofthe proposals we hve made to Rusia. On the eoutrary, we eeom rather to 
kt postion of knoeking down the walls of our own Jericho tho very moment the 


heii t i 
Russian trumpet sounds, “I admit that it sounds loudly: but what does it all 


We are told that if we do not come to terms over the ‘Trans-Persian Rail 
inust. expect to see Russian lines penetrating the neutral sphere, with preponderating 


ay we 
Russian influence, and a Russian railway along th fronti 

i ian railway along the Afghan frontier, But theso threate 
—ifthreats they are—must be examined in the light of the following facta: 


1. That before Russia can penetrate the neutral zone she has, as a matter of vital 
* < ‘ fi a: A 
Tecessity, to find eapital to construct (a) a line from her frontier to Tehran; (4) the 
Khanikin—Tehran line, in otder to save it from the Germans, 


2. That the Duma will not vote money for unproductive railways. 
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ming, where is the money coming from ? 
fhe tro lines to Tehran, how long will it 
to extend thence to the limits of her own 
? and is it to be assumed that there 
predominant British influence, 


is it forthe 
If British or French capital are not forth 
and even if French capital is forthcoming for 
Ue before Russia wil have found more capita to 
sphiero-much les to penetrate the nevtral sphere? and 
Till be no British penetration of the neutral sphere, 
inthe meantime? ; 
ree But it willbe. said, oa, this. 
Persia disappears. I amu entirely ; 
eceunilge on the capacity of nether millstone. 
community of interests, and 
of life each must bring something to te eau 
he wil gain something by i. “That, howes 
in hie wo fi oun or ut ago (it the extreme military Siow i ound) our 
Tener oie de posible tod milway consteuetion in Persia si hid ye. can 
Cafe sth Tein fur more equal tems. Sees Rietesocie tae 
Re ea ee areatie tovent itareab aici. which ne cn 
aoa to Kawa. than by the. oer line, wbile the sinha eonption 
Romie und ouauiven sould be fatal tothe extension of German tae and func 
Northern and : india Offi ils, and a the 
timo of the Defence Committe : 
}, Grey about it, 
Sociste), 


spothesis all idea of co-operation with Russia in 
hypothesis ee-opernding with Russia, but not 
awa Co-operation implies a certain 


parties are to co-operate in the ordinary affairs 
Paty is very far from being the position 
. We are sialy. asked to “stand and 


ay be, His 

ou i ilitary. view about, Kerman may be, 

fh mny opinion, whatever the ultimate military view about) Kerman maybe 

wat ian il be taking upon Be ae bese Hei hea 

Ay aa ett exhausted, kuow that Tessin has o former oeasions 
SL aut eltipedae Moral ine, But cireumstanices are now very 


made to get th 
diferent, and I yenture t ‘a serious attempt should be made to get the 


lieme, as suggested by M Cours very, truly, 
Jieme, as Suge Yours very (ful) TRTZEL. 


PSI an aware that the Russian aide-ménoive sa fe sierdional allways 
s inconsistent with Russian economic, interests, but as the iflrene, between Bnet 
‘Abbas and Chahbur is apparently enough to get over that difficulty 


is hungely’a fic AH 


Assrx 2. 


Memorandum by Sir G. Buchanan on Sir A. Hirtzel’s Letter. 


‘THE projos, whih Sir A. Hirtzs| has put forward in his. letter to Sit A: 
Nicolson, would, adopted, constitute a reversal of the attitude which we have from 
the outset adopted towards the Trane-Perinn Roilmay sheme, We screed. hat 
scheme in principle, subj vations anil conditions, but if 
clone gi act cal ait evento st 
we well ow, the Hsin Governnent are opposed. When cari 
approached them on the subject of the Mohammerali-Khoremabad Railway | 
TEEAAE Shzouo an the lave SU Stolypin expressed the tongest oetions tot a 
ine eaiay ahr ink that ieee aoe aie of our ioe the Hoan 

weir opposition, Ido not think thai here is any ve ‘ “a 
eon Remosiuentioite prolongation through the Russian aie iB Wes 
to accept & line from Mobammerah to dull aso suitable field foe Anglo-Tussian 
co-operation in lie of te original Vian Persian Railway projet, would nt oly, be 
useless, but would, by aeeetuating British suspicion of Rusia, eneate the worst possible 

~ Gmpression, Even ‘our recent proposal about. the aligmeit of the ‘Trans-Peri, 

Faniee it tavedirnad’ the oan project a Pessan transit riway that was (9 

cause it teanstirme tho orginal projet of Persian transit rllway, that wast» 
Chontally Hn up tho Husa and the Tadianralbeay stem, into one tat woul 
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tainly serve to carry our sea-borne goods to North Persia; That. proposal, however, 
could be defended as offering what we considered the most practieal solution of the 
question of alignment, and did not, as would be the case were Sir A. Hintzel's 
Suggestion adopted, shut the door for ever on the realisation of the ‘Trans-Persian 
Railway project. 

It is to be regretted that Sir A. Hirtzel did not communicate his proposal to 
the Inter-Departmental Committee that met on the 29th May, as I carried. away. 
from that meeting the impression that the majority of those prosent were in {avoir 
of the alignment Tehran-Yerd-Kerman, with a terminal port at a. point some 
20 miles to the west of Bunder Abbas. ‘The Indian Government, if'T am not 
mistaken, have admitted’ the commercial advantages of this alignment, but contend 
tut they are outweighed by, its strategieal disadvantages, Tt is not for a layman 
Tike myself to express an opinion on the strategical side of the question, but Pam 
Te permitted to state my personal conviction that, if we refuse’ to co-operate, with 
Russia in the construction of this line, the Russians will sooner ov lator build. it 
themselves, All that we can hope to gain by our ubstention is to. delay the coustrue, 
tion fora few years, but such delay will be dearly bought, Tt will then no longer bu a 
question of Anglo-Russian co-operation in a great railway enterprise that may serve to 
strengthen the good understanding now existing between the two countries, Such 
co-operation will have to give place to separate and independent action by Rusata thet 
will inevitably lead to friction and misunderstandings, Russia will then consider 
herself free to consult. her own interests, without any regard for outs, and will, hen 

ime comes, not ouly build a line from Yezd to Kenan, but also construct ‘other 
near the Perso-Afghan frontier. ‘The financial difficulties’ to which Sir A. Histecl 
alludes in his letter are not insuperable, and, if Russia inakes up her mind. to bail 
these railways sho will, somehow ov other, find the necessity func 

A close understanding with Russia is of such vi to us that it would, 

inion, be a fital mistake to adopt an attitude that must lead to the dissolution 
wnité d'Etudes and to the abandonment of AnglorRuwien enaee te ae rail 
way enterprise in Persia, ‘The dangers attending such a course ate fikely. to be fi 
ous than the risk attaching to the joint construction of the proposed. ‘Tehran. 
ai-Kerwan Railway. Nobody, I presuns supposes that Russi at, present harbours 
“sive designs on India. Whether she will do so or not in some distant future 
really affect the question under consideration, as the construction. of the 
Proposed railway eaunot be indefinitely postponed, It must, moreover, be remembered 
{hat nearly all the Russian supporters of the ‘Trans-Persian Railway seheine are noe 
tat friends, “The Emperor himself is interested in it the Government have. given tt 
fisit support; and many of its original promoters aro, like MAM, Khomiekeit ant 
Fregintah the most ardent ndvoeates of an Anglo-Russian understanding, Tt woul 
He difieulous to impute to them the Mnchiavellian design of forging u.woapon fre 
Russian attack on India. They hope, on the contrary, that the projeated reitony 
Serve to draw. the two countries still closer together, while they. believe that fy vil 
Feet’ ussan interests by acting a9 a counterpoise’ vo, the Bagdad Tailway. | Son 
of them also, who are jppased to « forward poliey in Persia, se init the best gunranteo 
for the maintenanoe of Persian integrity, 
Iu & conversation, which I had with him the day before T left St Petersburgh, 
M. Kokoutzof declared that’ whatever inight happenin the nest twente ‘years 110 
ree aa erament would ever entertain the idea of an invasion of India. Russi, 
said, had to be on her guard on her western frontier against Austria and. Gere 
sli had to Keep hier eye on Turkey: abe had to look after her interests in the Tre i, 
il, if one day she entered on a of expansion, it would be in the direction of 
orthern Matichuria and 
Vhichever course we adopt—whether collaboration with Russia, or abstention 
Must be attended with a certain amount of risk; but Ihave not the slightest daaie in 
sey id that the former is the less dangerous of thy two. Tam. therefore 
i ing the Russian Government that we are prepared to 
the Pe the alignment Tehran-Yeu!-Kernan, with a tenaiual point soe. £0 falles (a 
the west of Bunder Abbis, and of suggesting, to them that, vstil sna 
ion in this country is ripe for the extension of the rai 
communication with India should be maintained by 
the terminal port and Kurrachee, J 


GEORGE W. BUCHANAN, 
London, June 7, 1913, 2 
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(27247) f 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received June 4.) 
India Office, June 13, 1913. 
March, I am directed by the Secretary. 


may now be made, to 
‘a measure to which 


* Ty continuation of my letter of the 25th Ja te 
1 state for India to express the hope that a determined efor, 
Groene. the withdrawal of the Turkish view-constl fron 
Peretti great importance forthe rensons already given, 
. *"T. W, HOLDERNESS. 





No, 108. 
(27230) ; 4 
LnuliePersian Oil Company to Foreign Ofiee. —(Reseiced June 1A.) 


Finchester House, Old Broad Street, 
Se ee ten une 1, 11 
stant on the subject 
sedge receipt of your Teter of the Odh instant on the subject of 
16 Gt Eeeeckeon one oi Baka by the Kuli an Tam dese by my 
the possibility ot ar ee tiauks to His Majesty’s Government for the assistance eters + 
Hoard to osprey ie Tiepleasedl to accept the loan of soventy, Marti 
and 10 803 


; cost of rupees 911. 
Hion at a coat ean eons at Ahwaz 10 


nmerab as th 


os, and a corresponding supply of ammunition g i 
ries eat herekare be obliged by your instructing Us Mai 
hhave the arms and ammunition delivered to our age 
: am, &e. Sy 
a GREENWAY. 





No. 109, 
{27302} No. 401 ites 
Note communicated by Count Benekendorgf, June 14, 1913. 


jet dle 
é os vos Etrangéres a regu copie du projet 
Se neear at es ‘Te 6 mai, année cour Diapris ce 


ey partir. de Haliz jusqu’au Golfe Persique, 

ren aoanta a icaroun par le chenal qui diviso le 
on amont de i 

co porsane,méme de maniore &laisser In Turquie 

are fab go trouverait ainsi eédé A la Turquie et le Karoun 

‘out No cours du Chath ol Ar pique, que Ie brus difilemont navigable de 


aurait de débouehé sur le TE els 


Beclimetors il semblerait que la valeur du Karoun, en, & 
navigation inoxnationae, ei se aula stl aan cme 
He Gouvernement immpéral pense qui, serait die ieee 
irtait étre garantie la navigation internationale du shar ssealate 
Poa aro iaformé sur Tétat de ka question de V'établissement d'une co 
meme me 
i i ravigation sur ce fleuve. * saunter 
Internationale de navigation sure fleuve: | niquer comfdentiellom 
ie Gouvernement britannique a bien voulu n0\ iastillenant 
ic fig ee oof, Te 29 juillet, 1912, et nous, comptons formule 8 sn fu, Bar 
Teatromise de Ambassadeur d’Angleterre, certaines remaray 
aS . ats 
iy ‘Diaprés le projet de déclaration sur cette frontlbres I Ee ees 
“slongage A inviter Te Gouvernement persan 8. 2ccehet I a sae nder 
Hore comme trace définitif.” Le Gouvernement Im sans appréhender 
en (action n'oceasionne quelque froissement de Y'amour-prop: 
Gouvernement persan 


Ampbassaile Impériale de Russie, Londres, 
SIEVE Hein. 1913. 


Gouvernement britannique 





95, 
No. 410, 
Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 14.) 
Paria, Juno 14, 1913, 





(27283) No, 411, 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey—(Reeeived June 14.) 
No, 215.) 


( 
(Telegraphic.) Re St. Pel 
MR, O'BEIRNE'S telegram No. 206 of 10th June. 
M. Sazonof states that he has sent full instructions regai 
concession to the Ru: 
explanati 


ersburgh, June 14, 1913, 


ing the Kerman mining 
n Ambassador at London, who will give you all necessary 





27285) No. 412, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reecived June 15.) 


(‘Telegraphie.) 
MY telegram No, 226 of Sth June, 
Four hundred and fifty Pe 
ind of tiro Russian officers, 
0 Zenjan® with a 
AAs is usual with Pe 


Tehran, June 15, 1913, 


very important i is first oceasion on which Cossacks have gone 
so far away under Russian officers. When question arose last autumn of their opposing 
to Tehran Russian Minister was told that it must be remembered that 

n officers would only be employed to defend life and property in ‘Tehiran, 

Now they have been permitted to go far afield at the head of an expedition, 
Motive must undoubtedly be to prove themselves as useful as gendarmerie, In some 
ways it is good that this useless force, which has for years cost Persian Exchequer 
large sums of money, should be turned to some purpose, but it seoms like the thin 
ad of de to oust. gendarmerie, 

Russian, Chargé d’Affaires told me yesterday that, although nothing has been 
eed, it is more than Tikely that 160 Cossacks will proveed from Kazvin, to 
Kermanshah, under a Russian officer, to assist the 130 Cossacks already. there in 
restoring order, whilst remainder will return to Tehran or proceed to Resht to replace 
Russian troops in Talish, whiere they suffer much from sicknows 

‘As Kermanshah is undoubtedly the point for which Salay will make if he escapes, 
ue can hardly oppose the move which will certainly deter the Prince from analeing 
‘effort again to capture place, but it is riew departure, 

If the Cossacks are to co-operate loyally with the gendarmerie in tho restoration 
of order, it would, I think, be neither expedient nor politic to opposo their being used 
for this purpose, more especially if their use may lead to a withdrawal of Russcan 
‘oops. For years the brigade has licen practically. uscless expense to the Persian 

wernment;, it has served to do litle else but nourish Russian propaganda, whilet 
sur the «gis of Russian protection some at least of its numerous Persian qonorala 
adulged unrestrainedly in favourite, but most harmful, game of cornering wicat ag 
‘nerative amusement which annually creates a bread crisis and no small number Gf 
deaths from hunger. | Reference to iny telegram No 206 of 20th May respecting the 
sppointment of a British officer in Kerman will serve to show probable source’ from 
hich onder relaxing restriction on employment of Russian officers ofthe brigade has 
emanated, 





* 200 miles north-west of Tebran 
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(27499) No. 413. 
Sir W, Townley to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received June 16.) 


fe ‘Tehran, June 1 1913, 
et Yo. 120 of the 24th May, and to my telegram 
VITH reference to my despatch No. 120 of the 24th May, and to my telegra 
No 210 of ete late: Thave the honour to forward to you herewith copy of a 
Joarnm which I hive received from His Majesty's consul at. Shiraz reporting that, in 
Meee to health of the troops and the heat prevailing, the major commanding the 
Tendarinerie there has been reluctantly compelled to change his plans with regard to 
the immediate entire occupation of the Bushire nr roa 
© WALTER TOWNLEY. 
Enclosure in No, 


Consul O'Connor to Sir W, Torentey. 

Shiva: i ery 

P 7 colimn of gendarmerie have suffered 

ERT tells me that men of second column of gen n¢ Sari 

snsiderably. from effect of hievt, &e., on road, that two dvaths fiom typhoid have 

He TR eae lertle vavportion of the me ar temporiy ma He 

hat expedition to take over toad beyond Kazerun in great heat at present 

FE Eee err Sunil cou eH HecIeEE AAC RDA gH in desertions, He 
i lete occupation of road, but has reluct any fortued the oj 
he to incur undesia’ le isk, He would pr 

colonel, to. postpone 

assisting in collection 


that to attempt 
therefore, with the con 


will await colonel’s further instructions, which he hopes may be issued. 
{ter consultation with your Excellency 
wes (Hopuated.Bushire, No, 147.) 





(27406) Ne 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 16.) 


NG se i ry Confidential.) 3 Paar te 18 
aanule ST STS OSS 
N course of conversation yesterday the Minister for Foreign Alfairs revert 
the question of neuteal zone, al asked whether you would be prepared to proceed to 
secret revision of Anglo-Russian agreement, “He repeated that he would have no 
objection to consider extension of our zone, 
PET REVAL ML cigs tanec gece TE) prepared to go a8 fat 
ion of neutral zone, as this ywould be regarded as first step towards partitio 
Persia and would weaken the Central Goverument. You would, however, I was 
sure, take into cousideration any proposals he aight aubmit sith regard to, our 
pective interests, stich as railways, in that zone, I had, L added, told. you of his 
Hosea hago Bes Rr th but had found it difficult to explain 
what he precisely: meant by these words. rs 
ace Foreign Atluirs replied that we ought each of us to have a five hand 
in our yapective zones without interference from the other, Russia ad no desire to 
auues North Powsia. If sho had wished to do so she covld have, done so long agp. 
Sho had yefraned from doing so when we were rivals, and she would certainly not do 
so now we were friends, It must, however, be admitted that Persia was happier am 
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‘more prosperous in old days when Russia was untrammelled by her engagements to us. 
T said that we had no desire to interfere with Russian Government in the north, but 
that when action taken by Russian consuls threatened to shake the position of the 
Central Government we were bound to make friendly representations. ‘The spirit 
by which consuls were animated was illustrated by remark made by one of them that his 
last post was dull, as it was impossible to create incidents there. His Excellency said that 
this was a bad joke on consul’s part. T replied that T feared it was typical of maj 
of them. I preferred to be perfectly frank with him in the interest of our good relations, 
as if unchecked the conduct of consuls would lead to misunderstandings” Minister for 
Foreign Affairs agreed that we must be frank with each other, He had, ho said, 
sacrificed Bokhitonof, and would shortly remove Prince Dabija; and if there was a 
third one against whom we could prove anything he would remove him also. His 
great desire was to work loyally with us, and if you had any proposals to make he 
would give them friendly consideration. I replied that as the initiative in this discussion 
had come from him I thought that it would be better were he to put forward 
suggestion. 

His Excellency said he would think it over, but that one suggestion that. occurred 
to him concerned the appomtment of governors in our respective zones, which ought 
to be made with our approval, 





(27481) No. 415, 


. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 16.) 
(No, 217) 
(Telegraphic.) St. Petersburgh, June 5, 1913, 
TOLD the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs yesterday that Lord Revelstoke 
withdrawing from the Comité d'Etudes on financial grounds, and that you would 
endeavour to get another British group to take his place, and would. support request 


for option on the understanding that third share should be reserved for tis, 
His Excellency expressed his entire concurrence, and said that he was not surprised 


to hear of Lord Revelstoke’s withdrawal, as ho hiad been prepared for it for some tino 
What ho was most anxious to avoid was that anything should ocour that would 
impression of a split between us, as he attached greatest importance to Anglo- 
co-operation in this matter. Were option obtained, construction of railisay in 


the north could be commenced without delay and its extension south lott over for 
future consideration, 





(27641) No, 116, 


Admiralty to Foreign O fice —(Received Juno 10.) 

(Contidential,) 

Sir, Admiralty, June 16, 1918, 

1 AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 

the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, decyp| 

dated the 14th instant, from the Commandersin-chief, East Indies. 
A copy has been sent to the India Office. 


her of a telegram, 


Tam, &e, 
W. GRAHAM GREENE, 
——— ee 


Enclosure in No. 416, 


Commander-in-chief, East Indies, to Admiralty, 
(Welegraphic.) June 16, 1913, 
FOLLOWING ‘report received from senior naval officer, Persian Gulf, ay’ to 
‘question of taking punitive measures against Tangistan ;— 
“On afternoon of 12th June sent two armed cutters and a steamboat 


four dhows lying off small village, 2,000 yards inlaud, apparently Dilwar- 
fee: 


to bring olf 
4G 
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“<histy or forty of natives opened fire, without result, on the cutters which 
replied by Maxim and returned to ship after hows hauled =p, ie 

of by Maxim fn Teor delivered ultimatum next morning, demanding natives whe 
ind fred gp outters ehould be at onco surrendered. Natives again opened fire, without 
result, on boat conveying ultimatum. 

alt on out conveying yet_as to result of ultimatum, but if by 6 rat. on 15th June 

complingce therewith not intimated, senior naval ofeer proposes, 10 eomarictey 
compliance, there ilar on the Lith June at break of day, and to send, detachment 
oo ihilomel’* Sphinx,’ and ‘ Pelorus;’ to number of 250 men, to take necessary 
action against village and get dhows off é 

 aRRINAE ealy at extreme range of guns and doubtful what success, wil 
attend bombardment a eva 

“i Pearoaals of senior naval offeer approved, Political Resident, Persson Gulf, 
concur eat at his suggestion, ‘Philomel’ is to, bring, detachment of 20) from 
concurring my to return to ship before nightfall, and, pending arrival of detachment, 
no Innding to be ana‘ 





(27639) 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey —(Received June 16.) 
(No, 233.) 
(Telegeaphic.) Rk Tehran, June WG, 1913. 

MY" telegram No, 219 of Bist May : G jorie expedition against Arabs. 

aoe tele val considers it absolutely necessary in order to put an end to these 
Anat iettige that. their ringleader, Mohammed Kuli Khan, should be eaptured or 
Killed or foreed to submit. 

1 ontnerio force al Karak was therefore reinforced by 120 cavalry and 2 Maxims 
from Sear tat tailed to accomplish desired result, They retuned to, Shiras 
Mi Jue only small garrison at Karak: aud some sowars as escort for financial 
agent's revenue collectors. 

Ie rernor-Genoral then sent Kawam to Karak with following result:— 


“ Moliammed Kuli as been pnt in 
chains. Kawam is at present at Men Arab sumer 
fyuurters farther north before returning to Shi is expedition has been 
(horonahly to subdue Arabs and to restore order in distri Shiraz. Financial 
hawt now fas his agents ont over most of the country collecting grain: 





(266221 No. 418. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 

(No, 272.) 

(Tolegraphic,) Roreign Office, June 16, 1913. 
TIGEROY'S telegram of 7th June regarding British officers for Kerman, 
Scarvtary of State for India fully concurs in his Exeelleney’s conclusions, and 

considers that consolidation of British influence in British sphere by all legitimate 

cae Ts very desitable, If Persian Government eannot possibly supply funds for 
mitino, Lord Crewe is prepared to consider advisability of a farther small advance 
for thie purpose. 

‘of strong opinion expressed by Viceroy and approved by, India Offic, 1 
cannot niiutain your objection to employment of British officers, and I will approach 
tho ‘Treasury i the sense of your telegram No. 205 of 20th May. 

THuceia’ cannot object as regards British sphere, and the officers might be 
withdrawn on the extension of the Swedish gendarmerie scheme to Kerman 





27285) No. 419. 


ae Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


(Telegraphic:) 4 
YOUR telegram No, 282 of 15 Tune EE epee 
1ere can be no objection to the employment of the Cossack brigade in the Russian 


sphere. 
igures by post to St. Petersburgh.) 





(25655) No, 420. 


Foreign Office to Tudia Ofice.? 
Sin, 
eh ’ Foreign Ogio, Jun 
pong EH, re renee to your letter of the 10th, May Mugen, to Tecan 
Bonsian Railway, T transmit to you herewith coves of two Turther letters ftom the 
British group of the Socité d'tudes asking for an expression of the views of ae 
Najestys Government on--(1) deft of an infor group agreement (2) adeslaration 
CSD) Russian groups to the effect. th ing i 
repel abet iar eg as ea oe 
suas their eonomie, Ahan and technical partepation in the railway {ind (3) 
lesigned to give effect to the wishes expressed by His Majesty 


overnment to the Britis! wi to tion itrol over th 
: group with regard to the distribution of cont nthe 
¢ first two documents, it will be observed, are 1 xt se forwarded 

e observed, 1 texts of th 
roup in their letters of the Dost 2, and Lot ry 
pin their Ie the 2 Jecembe' Ai anu 


< communicated to your d i i 

Taat copien : your department in letters f i 

al the 28th December and 17th January respectively, andthe NOSE AGH) 

dase are ate ijeotions raised by Sir E. Grey to certain features of 
Tam to state that since the two last I 

body have: 


eles n view.of the fet that this desision may be reconsidered, Sir Grey would 
be lad fo Team whether isthe opinion af che Marques of Cre, Chote, the texts 
Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLEM. 





27782) No. 421, 


India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received June 17.) 


Sir, 
I AM directed by the Secretary of State for This ache HPaae 


your letter of the 11th insta i ids in Sei Sasen ot 
that is cooara ithe proponal of tie Sesenth ok Gels Ge ho sulin rn ay 


the action taken by His Majetys Minato Taan, nes Alsi to approve 
Tam, & 


T. W. HOLDERNESS. 





* Also to Board of Trade, mutatis mutandis, Nos, 884 and oA, 








(27785) No, 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Reeeived June V7.) 


Sir, Tidia Ofc June 16, 1918, 
. : i rd, for the information 
T AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to forward, for a 
Of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of telegram that as been 
reccived from the Government of India regarding the possible fies of » schen 
on fad-waters of the Karun to the Zendeh Rud, near Ispaban. i 
te Tue Masai ff Crewe seos no objection to the submission of definite proposals 
by Sir P, Cox, but in the present state of his knowledge he cannot form any opinion 
419 tho actual necessity of the measires contemplated: ‘The site of the project is ip 
the neutral sphore, and it may he difficult to object to. Russian enterprise unless it 
br shown that material damage will ensue to existing British interests 
am, &e. = 
‘T, W. HOLDERNESS. 


Enclosure in No, 422, 
Government of Endin to the Marquess of Crewe. 


(Telegraph Pp s ee June o ee 
PLEASE refer to the telegram of 28th May from Ministe Lehran, and to tha 
‘of 29th from the Resident, Bushire, regarding the . Presumably what are 
referred to are only be iminor Noe ey eaage v 
‘seo tho declaration of May 1000 by the sheikh), On the ques 
(ret ot la Tepaan sclewne materalisings a lowering ol the water of the Karun 
River at Mohammerah would result, we have no definite information. As, Boe a Ne 
‘agree with the Resident that, in case such a result were to follow, would be cna A 
that our right to protest should be strongthenel Ly securing from the sheikh a definite 
inigation eoncession, we propose that, with your approval, instructions to subinit 
dlofinite proposals be kent.to the Resident. 





(27230) Aen 


‘dward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(reicerarlte) ny _ Foreign Office, June 17, 1913. 

On eae ei tact of prants slseat ator ile and eaererponding 
SPE ey roqven delivont of anne end ammunition be-made to eissogexts 
Mohiammierah as the latter may 





(27302) 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 
(eign ie.) Foreign Office, June 17, 1913. 
T HAVE received a communication from the Russian Embassy respecting the 
‘Pureo-Persian frontier from Hawizeh to the sea. Following is an extract — 


“Cotte ligne suivrait , . . la rive persane méme de maniére a Iaisser a la Turquie 
toute In surface fluyiale. ie Se We A 
“Tout le cours du Chatt-el-Arab se trouverait ainsi eédé & la Turquie, et le Karoun 
nfaurait de débouché sur le Golfe Persique que le bras diffcilement navigable de 
: il semblerait que In valenr du Karoun, en tant que flew 
ualo, en serait sensiblement diminué 


801 


méme @tre informé sur Wétat de la question de Yétablissement d'une commission 
internationale de navigation sur ce flenve. 

“Le Gouvernement britannique a bien voulu nous communiquer confidentiellement 
copie de ce projet le 29 juillet, 1912, et nous comptons formuler A son sujet, par 
Ventremise de ' Ambassadeur d’Angleterre, certaines remarques ct exprimer quelques 
désit 

“Diaprés le projet de déclaration sur cette frontidre, le Gouvernement britannique 
* stengage A inviter le Gouvernement persan a accepter Je tracé susmentionné de cette 
frontiére comme tracé définitit” Le Gouvernement Lmpérial n'est pas suns appréhendes 


que pareille rédaction n'occasionne quelque froissement de Yamourpropre du 
Gouvernement persan.”” 


Thave heen somewhat surprised by the receipt of this communication, as, in the 
absence of any criticism by the Russian Government of the document, communicated 
to them l and suggesting a definite line of frontier along the Shatt-el-Arab, I 
Jad assuined that Russian Government did not dissent from that line. Tes. true that 
the line allots the whole waterway of the Shatt-cl-Arab to Turkey, but this was also 
s0 allotted by themediating commissioners! line of 1851, to which Persia then aeceded 
and it would, I consider, be impossible to uphold any Persian claim to the mid-channel 
boundary having regard to the terms of the Treaty of Erzeroum. But the present 
declaration in no way invalidates or supersedes the clause of the Treaty of Erzeroum, 
which secures the right of navigation to the Karun vid the Shatt-ol-Arab, 

T have communicates! to the Russian Ambassador the draft of our convention with 
‘Turkey respecting the Shatt-el-Arab Riverain Commission, and I think the Russian 
Government will be satisfied that it cont 

igation, and that those 


ne, in which 
in regard to the 





(27942) No. 425, 


Admiralty to Foreign’O fice.—(Received June 18.) 


Confidential.) 
Admiralty, June 18, 1913. 

J AMcommanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, a copy of a tel 
dated the 17th instant, from the Commander-in-chief, Bast Ind 

Copy has also been sent to the India Office, 


legkann, 


Tam, & 
W. GRAHAM GRE! 


—————————— 


Enclosure in No, 42% 


Jommander-in-chief, East Indies, to Admiralty, 
(Telegraphic.) 
REPORT from senior naval officer, Persian Gulf :— 


“Proceeded 13th June on steamboat, with first Assistont-Rosident, Bushire, to 
enquire into ramour about ten dhows which were lying off Oomari village, on const, 
some distance down, Natives openeil tire when steamboat 500 vards off” Rejoined 
ship after returning fire from Maxim. Was fired on while proceeding along coast, but 
suffered no casualtie i 
“In accordance with the programme decided upon for operations against villages 
concerned in Debai piracy case, decided to deal first with Oomari, which would Got 
(1529) 4 


Tune V7, 1913, 
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involve landing men, and was within range of guns, whereas Dilwar would not, be 
aah vane til 19th Juno, and landing party at above village could not be e-embarked 
on the same day r 
W amrordingly three warning shots were fired at 4 Pat, 14th June, and all ships 
opened fie on wllage at 6 Fa. Again on 15th, at noon. fire opened on village andl 
See ie all ships. An hour later Assistant-Resident. and senior naval officer, with 
‘ble men from “Sphins,’ ‘Pelorus,’ and ‘Philomel,’ went ashore to take 
possession of dhows, Sharp fire opened on them by natives when they came néar 
posseteco and regret following casualties occurred, viz,, one killed and five wounded. 
vTho enemy retreated when our men Ianded aud threw out cover, and we then 
took up positions to. cover those men who were to Jaunch the dhovs, of which fifteen 
i found. They were dhawn so far up on the beach that further, landings 
o een required had it been decided to launch them, and they were 
vsittled 4s further landings would have involved casualties out of 
ity 
rt in attack on landing. 
‘about thirty wounded. 


Dilwar y 
1, If this not made 


Mave made suggestions to Resident a nde 
all dhows on coast will be destroye 





(27944) Bee 


Sir W, Townley to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Receired June 18.) 


Decale, Pehran, June 18, 1913. 
ived from consul at Kerman yesterday — 


“Caravan proceeding to Bunder Abbas from Kerman, variously stated at 1,400 to 

1,500 animals, feported to have beon entirely carried off near Doulatabsd, uncertain 

place and robbers belong to Rans or Kerman, Eastern Rug Company have lost 
Tonds of carpets; otlier sufferers not yet ascertained, 

Hor-General knows, and is said to have telegraphed to Tehran and Shiraz, 

ably means that it will be asserted that Governor-General of Fars is 





(27960) No. 
Sir W, Townley to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Reecived June 18.) 


(No, 235.) 

‘Toleyraphie.) Tehran, June 18, 1913. 
AY’ telegram No, 231 of 18th June: Oil borin 
Following from consul-general at Bushire, 17th Jun 


“Tam not in direct telegraphic communication with His Majesty’s consul at 
torah, and my telegram No, 280 and your telegram No. 228 had not then been 
awing boen sent from here by post. A favourable opportunity 
having occurred in the meantime, he reports that he has succeeded in arranging an 
agreement between the sheikh and the oil company, terms being as follows : Oil-boring 
Gpeniions may be carried ont by the company in any locality they may, determine; 
inthe ovent of their tapping the oil found, sheikh will be ominally allotted 3 per cent— 
ae ers amount as the Bakhtiaris got—of the shares ina subsidiary company, which will 
{etormed thereupon, Of this 3 per cent. sheikh will return 1 per cent. to the company 
ite a mark of his good-will, taining only 2 per cent. himself. No mention, either 
direct or indirect, has been made in this agreement to the contingency of amount being 
educted from royalty to be paid to Persian Goverament. It seems, therefore, that a 
that remains for His Majesty's Government to do is to intimate to the company 
tategorically that no,course of action which will involve bringing the Persian Govern- 
fnont into the question will either now or in the future receive the support of 
Majesty's Government.” 
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(27961) No. 428, 


ae Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received June 18.) 
(Telegraphic.) 
a a Teh 
MY telegram No. 220 of 9thJume: AhwazIspahan road,” peta 
Following from consul at Ahwaz, now at Ispahan, 17th June :— 


“T have received following letter from Jans Ki 
g. He says that Kuhgelu v 
been posted on road. They have been paid part of their Scene es ae 
arrangements have been completed for subsequent payments tobe mado from bridge 
toll receipts. Arrangements, as reported, appear most satisfactory, and if they continue 
there appears to be little danger of organised Kuhgelu rai 





(27962) No, 429. 


wag), St: Barnet Sir Bard Grey. — Marine Juno) 
No, 237., 
(Telegraphic) 
ALY telegram No, 262 of 15h Juno: Salargd-Dowleb, 
British consul at Kermanshah reports that Salar is now 50 anil 
in Khorestan If true, this only confirms the general aiet anes thy ae y 
long repared wounde, woul got back oh old nuns, tae 
Possacks originally intended for Zenjan aro to follow him up, and the Bakhti 
force which should have gone to Mazanderan wil Pecan ponies Henna 
(iuizated ose teetaneatkeennaaiie, | on emt 


iran, June 18, 1913, 





(27963) No, 430, 


Sir W, Townley to Sir Batoard Grey.—(Recein 
Be ‘owoniley to Sir Bdveard Grey.—(Received «Juno 18.) 
legraphic.) _R. 
ARs we ny ak Teliran, June 18, 19 
snd LENISERY for Foreign firs has called my atiention that two British Ganan 
gil vo mining experts ave secouty been travelling in proving of Kerman, and 
at Lega id not, as is customary, give duo notice of fact to Persian Gi a 
I presume allusion is made to ‘recent visi i Jessa: Jolin Tippe 
ana ye ll recent visit to province of Messrs. Jobin ‘i 
aud Nunn and Greene, 1 have returned no reply, as 1 as not eat 
intended journeys of thas gontemen and aun not t-y in opasitio to late oficial 
hat they are the persons to whom reference is made. 1 would v 
tht, hey are the whom ‘ venture to add that it 
would seem desirable that such visits should be notified to the legation bsforchand 


(Addressed to Foreign Office; repeated to Bushire and Kerman.) 





(27302) No. 431, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 


Foreign Office, June 18, 1918, 


Your Excelleney should make a communication to Mini Foreign Affaire i 
sense of my telegram No, 408 of 17th June, Ala yaapetiee ay cee 
<ommonication mado in pursuance of my telegram No, 335 of 11th April, 1012, and 
wo Mt 's concurrence in my views (see your telegram No. 150 of 16th April, 


(Repeated to Constantinople, No, 266, and Tehran, No. 276.) 








[28020] 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


(i ae jc) R. Foreign Offs, June 15,1919, 
en f askes he should be allowed to state 
‘THE avhom I saw to-day, asked that : fo ott 
i iE Tepe Shah should be proclaimed the year after his next birthday, and 
thal une ‘too Governments would have no objection to the two Cie ee se provid 
by the Constitution, being convoked before proclamation, but that the Persian 
r judge of th tune moment. . rie aad 

many ea of Un PME ay yl dona ey ri 
against the Persian Governent and afford Bi Highness the necessary moral Ha 

1 (cd his determination to return at once to Persia, a ess 

bility of the orernDieat 
Dloase telegraph your observations. 
(Repeated to St, Petersburgh, No. 460.) 





(28030) No.4 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
raph Sein ia Foreign Office, June 18, 1913 
Y ‘islogram No. 277 of 18th June . 
MM Regent spoke of his personal. position, and asked for the proietion of His 
Majesty's Government in the event of his life and property being endangered. 


T suppose we might promise our good offices 2 








(28029) No. 434. 


Sip Kdveard Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 
Ne Net Foreign Office, June 18, 1913, 
soe clogram No, 27 of 18th June to Sir W. ‘Townley: Regent of Persia. 
Pleasw inform M, Sazonof, ancl ask his 





(27788) No, 435. 
Roreign Ofice to India Office.” 


si Foreign Ofice, June 18, 1913. 
. Felative 10 the proposed 


neutral sphere. 
alignment proposed b 
which was enclosed ii 


the two routes. Taarke 
LOUIS MALLET. 





* Aldo to Admiralty and Board of Trade, 
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[27788] No. 436. 
Foreign Office to Director of Military Operations, 


THE Under-Seereary of State for Fonvign Affair presents ig compliment to the 
Director of Military Operations, and is directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey. to 
inform his, with reference to the letter from this Office of the 2uth ultimo, that 
Sir E. Grey has agreed to the request of the Russian Government that a’ joint 
application should be made to the Persian Government for an option for the 
line on condition that, when it reaches the fronticr between the Russian and neutral 
spheres, an Anglo-Russian technical commission should be appointed to examine the 
tivo routes, namely, that vid Shiraz and that vid Kerman, and report to their Govern- 
ments before any decision is taken as to its continuation through the neutral sphere, 
Tt would therefore appear unnecessary. furtlier to discuss the ali proposed by 
the Russian Government in their note of the 14th May, copy of which was enclosed in 
Sir G. Buchanan's despatch No. 160 of the 15th May. 

Sir A. Nicolson is to suggest that a reply to that note should be drawn up in this 

artwient stating the reasons for thinking it desirable to defer the question of 
alignment in the neutral and British spheres until a joint commission has examined and 
reported upon the two routes. 


Foreign Office, June 18, 1913. 





(26043) 
Foreign Office to Persian Railways Syn 


Sin, Foreign Office, June 18, 1913, 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit’ to you, for the 
information of the Persian Railways Syndicate, an extract from a despatch from Captain 
Wilson to His Majesty’s consul-general at Bushire,* covering translations of documents 
obtained by him from landowners near Dizful offering free land for railway purposos 
in the event of it being decided to take a line through their estates, 

Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(28100) No, 438, 
Admiralty to Foreign Ofice—(Received Juno 19.) 


Admiralty, Juno 19, 191: 
mmanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to forward to you 
the accompanying copy of letter, dated 18th instant, which has been sent from this 
Office to the Under-Secretary of State, India Office, relative to participation of Gover 
ment of India in * forward contracts” for fuel oil, 
Tam, &, 
W. GRAHAM GREENE, 


Enclosure in 
Admiralty to India Ofice. 


{! une 18, 1913. 
jioners of the Admiralty to aoquaint you 
they note with much sitise 
favourable to the use of oil 


I AM commanded by my Lords Commissi 
with reference to India Oilice letter of the 24th May tl 
faction that all the present indications aud calculations are 
fuel on certain of the Indian Government railways. 


* Soe Enclosure 2 in No. 374 
41 
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y roceeding with the question of the possibility of entering into a 
eee The eset Ol ‘Company for supplies of oil for the moval serve 
over a long term of years. ‘The option of an increase of qus ity within two year of 
the signing of the contract which the company have cffered would, no doubt, enable due 
irovision to be mae by the company for supplies to India of 200,000 tons year, in the 
vent of the Admiralty not desiring, as setins probable, t© draw so much is normal 
circuinstances from that one source of supply as the maximum of 500,000 tons prope: 
oy eae ee ygoncy his to be faced, however, that some difficulty may arise to 
ent the Admiralty from, eoneluding the contract in view of the novel propos, 
hich needs nue eosidration, hat an advance tall De ade yas Uy yer hereunder 
df certain portion of the cost of the oil, and that the Ad shall take the isk 
Sh ting fordivcoming. in suickent quantities to repay the amount advanced, |My Lorde 
tnderstand that if the Admiralty are ultimately unable to, makes contact on those 
is the company will have no option but to, submit to absorption into lage com: 
Dination, who would provide the necessary eaptal for development, ut who would no 
pu prepare to offer the favourable prices nov available, ‘This would Sbviously lad to 
‘venrrespondiug material increase in the price tendered by the eompany for Aaliveries to 
Kamichi for the Indian railways, and in that case the basis ou which the present 
ale ean a es TOME Os caro ale ontatat 
Conneil whether this contingency should not be at once represented confidentially by 
to the Indian Govemment, with a view to considering whether, in thoes cieani- 
mediate decision might note arrived at on the basis of the wide experience 
ifready avaiable as to oil-doiyen Iomotives in many countries and the existing data as 
to aati cont of ol ad coal, al eonsequent, on that deision, wheter ates shou 

lies he pri ow offered by means of a 

a te al ra tana Ot years the nev eaitl which the company 
ate Ate Greenway, the managing director of the company, has stated that « 
aranitee of 4 per cent, interest by the Indian Government for a period of ten years on 
‘pital would meet the ease. 
, The outside liability would thus 
with a possible tisk of 2,000,000! i the 
contract advances over twenty years, Tt wo 
the mutial advantage of Impérial and Ine 
with a pro rita share in the visk involved. 
could not expect India to take a risk in t 
the Admiralty could not 
f cheap oil 
the 
pene 

ndersto 
you ble oll developments i Baluchistan Governmen 
7. If the guarantee were given by the Indiau Governner " 
consilenuion Rutnerunyement by wtab detailed method the. cost shouldbe divide 
proportionately to the iterests at stake, between Indian nd Imperial funds ines ext 
Of any such payments of interest as might be muvte, and ultinately fll tobe recoverable, 
ina teasonublé agreed time by deduction from sums due by the Admiralty or India in 
respect of oil actually deli nder their respective contracts. ; 

8, My Lords wil be gi if Lord Crome nage ik way to cae th 

important to be considered in the light of these rematks, 
widated at ae early'a date ae possible, as ft may aot be. practieable to hold open the 
negotiation 
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at the worst, about 800,000/,, as compared 
lyon the lines of 
ly to 

























































Tam, &e, 
WW! GRAHAM GREENE. 
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(28121) No, 439. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Haward Grey.—(Reeeived June 19.) 





(No, 280.) ie 

(Telegraphic.) R. 
MY telegram No. 228 of Nth June: Tangistani piracy. 
Following from His Majesty's representative at Bushire, 18th Jume:— 


Operations of His Majesty's ships on ‘Tangistan coast have been a good deal 
hampered by bad weather and are still in progress. Their boats have been subjected 
to hot fire every time they approach the shore, but they have been successful. in 
accounting for number of dliows with loss of one seaman killed and three shot through 
the hand when rowing, two slight flesh wounds, It seems best that I should leave 
detailed reports to the adiiral, who is in wircless-telegraphic touch with tho senior 
naval officer.” 


(Sent to India.) 


Tehran, June 19, 1913, 

















(28129) No. 440, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received June 19.) 
(No. 240.) 
(Telegeaphic.) Tehran, June 19, 1913, 





YOUR telegram No. 277 of 18th Juno, 
My Russian colleague and I are both agreed that there is no objection to. the 
Shab’s being proclaimed of age after his next birthday, iv. in thirteon months! time, 


more especially if the Regent returns and himself conducts his political education for 
a yea 














here is at tho present moment strong movement on foot to summon the new 
Medjliss with the two Chambers, as provided by the Constitution, ‘Tho Porsian 
Government profess themselves favourably disposed towards elections at early date, 
but much outside pressure under the leadership of Sumsam-cs-Sultan is’ bein 
exercised in the same direction, As such a movement may bo apparontly investor 
ith Pep character and may embarrass the Government, I have urged on the late 
Prime Minister that he must not associate himself with any open movement, which 
by. an appearance of forcing the Government's hand, in a measure discredit 
inet in publte opinion, 

Twould venture to suggest that Kerman scheme should be submitted to Regent, 
Tam convinced that it will meet with the strongest possible opposition hero, and {am 
sure that both Py stor and Minister of the Interior will resign sooner than 
accopt proposal, which will certainly be considered here as a direct indication that 
is Majesty's Government have abandoned their benevolent attitude towards Persia, 
‘and have decided to take the first step towards the partition of the country. 

If the plan is submitted to Persian Government after the Regent has visited 
London, his Highness will certainly be accused of having heen party to it, For this 
Feason it would seem only fair to him to tell him of steps which His Majesty's 
Government find themselves constrained to take. 






































(28136) No, 441, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 19.) 
(No. 241.) 





(Tela ) Tehran, June 19, 1913, 
‘OUR telegram No. 278 of 18th June: Regent. 


T think we are fully justified in assuring tho Regent of a full measure of our good 
offices. Should the oceasion arise, we should be morally bound as in the past to 
Protect his life and. property as far as may be possible. Such an assurance is very 
comforting for Persians, and really entails no more than we should be obliged to do. 
His Highness will doubtless ask for similar assuranco at St. Petersburgh. Tt would, 
U think, be better that he should do so. 


ee Se 



































[28137] No. 4 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 19.) 
(No, 242.) 


(Helegrap hic.) Tehran, June 18,1913. 
FOUR telegram No. 272 of 16th June: British officers for Kerman. ae 
Tegurot reed ato any telegram No. 200 of 20a Moy any euch iferpretaton. as 

that given by the Viceroy of Inia, in his telegram of 7th Juno, of my. views respecting 

the posible llct which the appointment of British officers for Kerman 

u e attitnde of Russia in the north of Pex Re nae oa 

Nae Ge le nd loan Une cea Coca DRE a Kerman justify such a course 

a8 that proposed, but would venture most respect gall your stlention to the 
i vhi ich actio he gi n ersia. a) 

Bee iio aimee tale or au the Minister of the Tnterioe 

ree So eT Cae iis Guana Ws aiuulipeneai cose 
anil which would be generally considered as tantamom b cen 

ti The Majo ® Government have decided to abandon their hitherto benevolent 
jitude towards Persia. wa 
eeerTiy ound otra ailiory lleeelon Giesnpok atoll ot eras dave more value 
than mine, but iis my duty to state that T consider 4 force of 300 men bares 
 guinrantee security. on the Kerm nder Abbas road, whilst sure 
00 tn asnonth will prove quite insuflicient for the pkeop of ue force, 
even if British officers aud Indian non-commissioned officers are ine by se 
of India, ay arrangement hich veould render the scheme still more hu 

for the Persinn Govemmeont, Such a force would certainly be insufficient to m 

order on the trade route and also cope with Baluchi ra a 

to be considered possible in the Viceroy’s telegram. 





(28142) No. 443, 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 19.) 
Cre sere bi Rt St. Petersburgh, June 19, 1913. 
~TURCO-PERSIAN frontic " : ‘ 

Aiuines for Foraysa uss lieing al conned (0) bed, and Assistant. Mins 
for Foreign Affairs being engaged in the Duma, I haye been unable to see either for 
the past wo days: 

Thope to see the latter 7 
eambodying your telegram No. 468 of 17th Ju 





(27802) No. 444 
Sir Edward Grey to Count Benckendorgf. 


ay i i massador and has the 
SII E, GREY presents his compliments to the Russian 4 aud as th 
fhonour fo neknowtede the reotipt of his Hxcelleney's comin Hiow of the L4th Tune, 
respecting the Turco-Persian frontier between Hayvizeh and the Persian Gul se 
Sit fs Grey lus, in vii of the communications which took place betiveen Bis 
Nojesiy's Goveroment and tho Russian Goveranont in April and July 1012, rea 

‘Benckendorfl’s memorandum with considerable surprise. 
On tho Lith Apel, 1018, Sit Ey Grey telegraphed to His Majesty's Ambassador at 
St. Petorshurgh as follows :— ic 
“Having regard to the wording of article 2 of the Treaty of Erzeroum, His 
PEC Reeusonl we tulivel Ae Ural eenolbbog mare can ed on the 
rab for Persia than freedom of navigation, Turkey having taken great pains 
hier right of ownership over the entire waters of that river, while conceding 

suich freedom, 
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From the sea to where the mediating commissioners’ line strikes off from the 
Shattl-Arab, I do not think, therefore, that a frontier more advantageous to Po 
than the mediating commissioners’ line could be successfully claimed against ‘Turkey. 


On the 16th April, 1912, Sir G. Buchanan reported that he had seen the Russian 
Minister for Foreign Aflars, that his Excellency concurred in the views of His Majesty's 
Government, and that he would instruct the Russian Ambassador at. Constantinople 
fo support Sir G. Lowther in regard to the frontier His Majesty's Government ed 
indicated to the Russian Government from Hawizeh to the sea, 

As His Majesty's Government were careful to obtain the concurrence of the 
Russian Government in the line suggested at an early stage of the negotiations, and 
as that line is more advantageous to Persia than the one allotted by the mediating 
commissioners in 1851, to which Persia then acceded, His Majesty's Government ava 
ata loss to understand why any exception on the part of any party should bo raised to 
it at this late period, when it has been placed before the Turkish Government for 
nearly ten months. ‘The present declaration to be made by ‘Turkey inno. Way 
invalidates or supersedes that clause of the Treaty of Erzeroum which secures the 
right of navigation to the Karun via the Shatt-el-Arab, and Sir B, Grey feels confident 
that the draft convention, already communicated to the Russian Ambassador in 
atest form contains adequate guarantees, certainly in excess of any which have hitherta 


raise any difficulty: 

Those arrangements 

1g0 ; and Sir B, Grey 

ernment would support His 

in regard to the southern frontier in whieh, by reason of longe 

ng association, of services rendered to navigation in general, andof the magnitude 

of their commercial interests, they are particularly interested, and he similarly anders 

took to afford the Russian Government the full diplomatic support of His Majesty's 

Government in regard to the northern part of the frontier, whielt appears now to be 
on the eve of settlement in accordance with Russian views, 


Foreign Office, June 19, 1913, 


was under the distinct impres 





(25718) No. 445. 


Foreign Ofice to Treasury, 


Sir, Foreign Ofice, Juno 19, 1913. 


WITH reference to your letter of the 9th April, requis 
regurding the proposed construction of an overland ‘telograth 
Bunder Abbas in phice of the establ i 

rected by Secret 

the Lords Commissio 

India Office on the subject.° 

Tr View of the growing political and commercial iinportance of Linguh, not only 
from the Indian ut ulso from the British standpoint, and of the potentiat advantage 6 
uch a Tne asa tink in an overland route of telegraphs to India, Sir E. Grey coneets te 
siecghinion of the Maxquess of Creve that the charge is one that muy propesly he 
se oetteen the Imperial and India Govemments, and T am to exprom Kes Pope 
that their Lordships wil sanction as a charge on the Imperial Exchequer ot helt at 


initial cost of 4,010 (viz, 2,005L), and of the recurrent annual eharyor of 7eir 
ats charges of 751, (viz, 


ing. further details 


Tam, &c, 
LOUIS MALLET, 


ee 


[1629) 
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(25272) No. 446. 


Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey —iReecived Tune 20.) 
(No, 243.) = 
(Telegraphic.) “ehvan, June 20, 1913. 
FOLLOWING from consul-general at Bushire, 6th June :— 


‘Pleago seo my telegram reporting an attempt on the part of the Minister of the 
Interior and Muin-uteTjjar to get the Governor to appoint protégé of theirs as his 
Motive is now apparent, Governor has now received a telegram 

i that, Mu ‘ing made up his 
having recovered his former position as regards 
n order to facilitate working of other mines, 
04 should he restored to him. 
10 doubt that Governor will 
has no doubt been squared. 
joint of view of the 


Horm it has become 
that all the distriets fa 

Minister of the Interior ¢ 

ilford all co-operation to that end. 

As far as L would be ant eve ' 
Gulf administration and our general interests to let get back his farm. 
Te would mean reversion to old, corrupt order of things the Gulf is gradually 
growing out of, and incidentally it would make th ning of satisfactory Gulf 
udget impossible, and would upset that already mad 

Honeral interests, you are aware that wherever we come into 
in the Gulf region he gives us infinite trouble, 

"Brom i ‘of th January to Bllinger it is plain what the 
attitude of the Poreign OD iment was then, and unless you 
Have reevivid other instructions E trust that you will find it possible to devise some 
Nouns of defeating the present inurigne on the part of Muin-ut-Tujjar and Minister of 


As regards i case sve correspondence regarding, sulphur 
Aoposits eomnected with your toler f 1912 to the Foreign Otfice. Does 
hot our lien in revenues of the Gulf warra ng tliat we object to this farm 
peemancial grounds? And as regards islands of Kishm and Larak aud Henjam, which 

ihe stettegical position at tho entrance to tho Gulf, could we nothint verbally to th 
Ponkan Government that times have changed, and that unless the Persian islands. in 
the Persian Gulf are ner the direct control of the Central Administration 
‘ve shall have to tako such steps as may seem called for to safeguard our interests ?”” 


nin posse ds and 
The Minister of the Interior is 


T have spoken 

Government cons 

his lirman, notice of which was co 
rmunicated officially i ; now endeavouring to nego! 
niew concession which will include the ia ‘ hhis I ean by exerting 
pressure endeavour £0 block, and hav Pujjar [would do so unless he is, 
prepared to give ine a Ww king that he will in future take into con- 
ve Ttration the desires and interests of His Majesty's Government in the Gulf and take 
their advice. ‘This he said he was prepared to do. If Iam able to come to a 
sitisactory arrangement with Muin-ut-Tujjar I see no reason why he should not be 
Allowed to proceed with his negotiations. If opposed he may prove a tiresome enemy, 
‘gainst whom we shall stumble continually, as he lias great influence. Tam reporting. 
fully by mail 





(28280) No. 7. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey —(Received June 20.) 
(X0..226) 
(Pelegraphic.) R. 
YOUR telegram No, 461 of 18th June. 
‘Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs told me to-day that Minister for Foreign 
‘Affairs has no objection to proclaiming Shab’s majority a year after his next birthday, 


St, Petersburgh, June 20, 1913. 
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and that he is not opposed in principle t 
ee ee coe eee ae 
date, but thinks when the ti 


xed convocation of two Ch f 
ind himself definitely TGiet eae 
ie comes we should consult, together on the subject, He 


will have an opportunity of discussing ion wi 
yl have an opportunity of discussing the question with Regent during latter's stay 


His Excellency will also afford Regent the necessary moral support, 





(27961) No, 448. 


Foreign Ofice to Persian Transport Company, 


aanGT Foreign Office, June 20, 1913 

saat Tt tree ony Inter of the let Novena, La eeu Gee 
Meech coaial ar anuccted by: Secretary Six Edward Grey to inform you that, His 
Maire’ contl at Ahwaz, whois a present at Tspahn, reported on tho V7 instant 
fiat Ha socived letter from Sardar Jang to he fet that Kuga guns have 
boon pone on the rou; that part of their wages have ben paid tn advance and 
seh rae ea le whereby later payments will be made from the 


Captain Grey added that the arran 
; ngements: orter i 
Hetor, and tat provide dey continue, RE EM ea He 
organ y the Kuhgelu. ‘ eu aes 
Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(28422) No. 449, 
Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Ojice—(Received June 21.) 


ee * 5, Aelnreh Lane, London, ie 20, 1919. 
PE eee h for your information an extmet from a 


ed yesterday from our acting chiof in Ty i 
erence to the Mint, which my directors thought might interest vee czas i 


&o. 
G. NEWELL, Manager, 


a 
Enclosure in No, 449, 


Imperial Hank of Persia (Cehran) to London Off 
(Confidential) ae 
Extract 
rt) Tehran, June 9, 1913. 


, which we have reoont! 

feces Me mater up Henly, and cial 
iver db he nt attempt of the Ruesian 

set the Mint ud taken shay, and that there cold be no question of Eats 

- Gane a ou to the Persian authorities that our contract is more favourabl 

Lene Re sian one, in so far as the Russian Bank has not got an tes fh 

be thy Lent pianetiipsent: commission there of about 4 per cent., with 

wh they would be au to charge the Persian Government under the torins 
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[28313] No. 450. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Batcard Grey.—(Received June 21.) 

re oa ‘hie, Tehran, June 20, 1913. 

Hae eae he attention of Acting Minister for Foreign 

te one, and that he is waiting for some 

endeavour to register Persians as 
nations to Turkish Ambassador. 





[28272] No. 451. 
Sir Baward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No, 282.) 


(Telographie.) Foreign Office, June 21, 1913. 
DR telegram No. 213 of 20th June: Hormuz oxide, i 
Aare Rotehteibg cuentas legraph again. In meantime you will 
lock grant of con 
If allowed, it mist be on definite 





(28750) No. 452. 


i Pil Jonversation with Mr, Cecil 
Menorandion by Captain Wilson on a Conversation with 
Tord Brrington on June (Received at Foreign Office June 


1 CALLE by request, and, after explaining my 
stated that Thad seen in Reuter's a tho Htussian Government 
the Yexd-Karman-Charbur alignment (called Y.K.O. below, Majes 
Govorament favoured the Ispahan-Shirn-Bundar Abbas nt (called LS.B/A. 


the official 

Helow). Tsald that I had been over Ii from t 

volo) infomation avaiable at Bushine; and that any personal conclusion that a 
iHignment would be commercially profitable in itself, apart. from 
if, therefore, it was constructed, and the prolongation to India not 


nd, and if the prolongation were ultimately 
re to bear the cost of the Bundar Abbas 
Kurrachee section ; 
‘on the other hand, the YK. line were adopted I believed that the loc 
traiie lige wuld be developed wort be 40 stall (lor reasons® stated) that it could 
hover pay its way commercially unless prolonged to Kurrachee, and, even if prolonged, 
T greatly doubted if it vould pay, as the international traffic would haye to bear the 
cost of the line. ‘ 3 
T gave details of the population in the provinces within fifty miles of either 
‘ligament, which are roughly as follows — 
Inpai e 00 
Stirwe (urs) 
Tyner Abas (643) 


Karis 
Chiarbar 


avier rainfall in Shiraz and 
in, aul that d ction of bulk exports 
anuich greater tha 
ive merits of Bundar Abb 
that sulli 


* Defichut rainfall and resulting lack of population. 


318 


with the old-established port of Newchwang. Mr-Bering said that the above informa- 
tion was wholly new to him, and threw a new light on the matter, He did not appear 
to be aware of the views of the Russian group as described in the note of the 14th May, 
and he believed that the Russian group were honestly ready to fall in with any 
alternative alignment proposed by His Majesty's Government, if ouly they were assured 
of support in pushing the railway along that ligament. 

Mr Baring said he was not a little discouraged at the turn things were taking, and 
that the Indian group wanted to withdraw altogether from participation. He did not 
think the Société d'Etudes would be willing to incur the expense of sending a 

ission to investigate the merits of various alignments in the south, unless is 

Government could give them some assnrance that the money would not be 
wasted, 
A.D, WILSON, Captain. 

June 13, 1913. 





(28576) No. 
Sir G. Laether to Sir Edward Grey,—(Ieeeived June 23.) 


Constantinople, June 19, 1913. 

e receipt of your despatches Nos, 17: 

relative to the question of the maintenance 
under the D'Arey. concession in the: 
under the frontier arrangements now 
observations on the di 


ts are ceded to Turkey), as the Turks 
words “ cession” of “atinexution”” concerning t 
our note of the ard ultimo; but its efficacy appears to me to be doubtfu 
the case of the districts lying along the ' between R etou and Mendeli, Both 
Hakki Pasha in London and the late G: izier here, in conversation with the Russi: 
Ambassador and myself, have, as you are aware, constantly maintained that the 
put forward by: them for the Crontier in these rogious represents the existing frontier — 
that the adoption of it involves no cession of territory to, Turkey, but merely. tle 
recognition of the status quo. That they should adopt this attitude is rather remarkable, 
inasinuch as later on, when the time comes to publish the frontier ag 
manifestly to the interest of the Government to be able. to represeat 
public and the Chamber that they have succeeded in securi nportant territorial 
‘acq . It may be that they do bear’ districts not 
fall w : pany’s concession, or, aga, eit ty 
1g an assertion (which they are aware. ‘will not Really. bear 
I they could later abandon) in order to get larger concessions 
farther north in the neighbourhood of Shemiran. 

But be this as it may, I foresee that a difficulty in this connection may well arise, 
and I would suggest that to avoid it we should endeavour to obtain the insertion in the 
definitive agreement of an article e1 unerating the “ rectifications” of frontier, assented 
to by the two contracting Powers, in the neighbourhood of Zohab, This would serve 
to indicate that cessions, obviously on the part of Persia, have been made, and it would 
then remain only to define the ateu of such transferred territory. 

The limit of such t tory being detined by the treaty itself, it would 
remain only to fix the western limit, whiel, of eourse, resolves tte ito the ques 
determining the frontier as now n ised. To enter into a discussion of this 
present would entail great delay, and T would suggest that the difieuty might be met 
hy providing that in all disputes arising between the. Anglo-Persian Oil Company wud 
the Porte the questions might be decided by arbitrati The arbitration article 
No. 17 in the D'Arey concession refers only to disputes arising out of the concession, 
and would seem scarcely to cover the case in juestion, and it would therefore be 
hecessary, if my above stiggestion is adopted, to add another clause to paragraph (fi) of 
the draft article. 

[1629] oy 














nay later, perhaps, 
return for it they will require a 
quid pro quo, feel thit there is some foree in this argument, and as T conesive that 
Without the power to lay a pipe line the Chia Sourkh snd other wells that may be 
‘pened lator would be practically valus thac the eompany will do 
well to consider whether they will uot f to pay for the right, 
eqn, by increasing the rate of the royalty or by tain number of shares to 
the Turkish Gor iment in the ne 
draft article, The actual terms 


ragraph that the 5] 

Porsian Gul as the give rise to difficulties in the future 

‘Auckish territory ‘wid Shatt-el-Arab stops many miles 

the Persian Gulf, so that if the paragraph were literally. interpreted it would 

pel the company to carry the pipe line to the western ‘side, which might be 
inconvenient and expensive. 

1 suggest, for the consideration of the compiny, that it would be better to 
substitute for the words * Persian Gully” * some point to be agreed on hereafter between 
the company and the Imperial Gov c ntly placed tor the export of the 
company's products by way of the Persian Gulf,” or some other sinilar express 

T think ulso that the position of pany: under article 2 of the D'Arcy 
conoeion wold be nude mow secure i it wero stipulated, pethaps in paragraph (/) 
tht the privileges conferred uniler the second sentence of article 2 are confirmed to the 

everywhere along the course of the pipe lin 
Thave, &e. 
GERARD LOWTHER. 





(28812) 454. 


Admiralty to Forvign Ofice.—(Received June 23.) 
(Confidential) 
Sin, 

1 AM com ded by 
the information of tie Secreta 
dated the 23rd instant, from th 

\ copy hias also been forwarded to the India Ofte 

Tam, 


inclusure in No, 454, 


Commander-in-chief, East Indies, to Admiralty. 


(Telegraphie.\ June 23, 1913, 
REPORT from Senior Naval Officer, Persian Gulf, 22nd June — 


“At 0°30 this morning landed detachment of 200 men from ships and 230 men 
of 2nd Rajputs to attack village of Dilwar, which was occupied without resistance and 
destroyed. 

Bombard 

ing 

350, including 
100 mounted auen, Were out of sight eight or nine hours. 

“AUD pat all rejoined ship.” 





$15 
[28137] 455. 


Sir Edicard Grey to Sir W. Townley, 
(No. 283.) 


robbery on the Kerman road strengthens our position, and 
nt be peg on which to hang the propel." Mueh would depend on the manne in 
h it was represented to the Persian Government, 





(27785) 
Foreign Ofice to India Ofice, 


Sir, Foreign Office, Juno 23, 1913, 

1AM direoted by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 16th instant regarding the possible effects of a eehome to uivert the 
iwadwaters of the Karun to the Zendeh Rud neat Ispahan, 

Lam to state, in reply, that Sir H, Grey concurs in the opinion of the Marquess of 
Crewe that there is no objection to the submission off definite proposals on the subject 
by His Majesty's consul-general «t Bushi 

Sir E, Grey presumes that his Lordship will authorise the Government of India to 
instruct Sir P. Cox accordingly, 

Tam, &e. * 
LOUIS MALLE’ 


[29019] 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received June 24.) 


Sir, India Ofieo, Juno 24, 1918, 

T AM directed by the Secrotary of State for India to advert to Sir W. Townley’s 
telegram No. 243 of the 20th instant regarding the attempt of the Muiu-ut-Tujjar to 
negotiate a concession which would include the islands of Kishm, Henjam, and Larak, 
as well as Hormuz, that his Lordship will be glad if the opportinity can be 

ven him of expressing an opinion on any definite line of policy that may be proposed. 
‘The trend of events jan Gulf is such as to make the extension of lis 
influence over these islmds a matter of growing importance to India, and the qu 
whether it can best be effected through the Muin or the Central Government seems to 
need careful consideration. 
Tam, &, 
‘t, W. HOLDERNESS, 





(290311 No. 458, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey —(Received June 24.) 


2465.) 
(Lelegraphic.) Tehvan, June 24, 1913, 
YOUR telegram No, 283 of 23rd June : British officers for Kerman, 
Opposition which I anticipated from the Persian Government to tho, Kerman 
eme may be classed, perhaps, as sentimental, but it will, I am convinced, he 
determined. The sovereign rights of Persia are held to be sacred, and it would be 
‘dered an unacceptable infringement of those rights to impose employment of 
British officers on Persian Government at a moment when great efforts are being made 


to develop gendarmerie scheme under Swedish officers, which Persia has accepted as 
ler own. 
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i ther person does not 
Hardly a day passes that some member of the Cabinet or ot r 
express his deep gratitude to fle Majesty's Goverment for their forbearance in not 
taking action in the south and for assistance given to Persia to enable ber to sen 
Persian gondarmerie fore to Shiraz, that hae had such happy results not so rue 
what force has done as in moral effect produced by fact that the Government have 
Neat able thereby to prove themselves capable of asserting their authori sTothis ie 
attributed recent energetic action of Kawai which hs met with so much succes, 
hilt his rival Soulet is co-operating loyally with the Governor Generals 
Tuswll bo argued that a knowledge, that Mis Majesty's Gy ema oe 
All have bad effect, and the Government, who rely almost entirely 
Padaauypeee wl fal tat a ir prop has been kicked from under them. 
it, if necessary fi 
force under 
Swedes would receive full support of l f nent, 
and they have established a cortain reputation for shemselves, whereas British offers 
would meet with open or hidden opposition on all sides, and force suggested is, I think, 
inadequate for the purpose, g 
POST tush at ie last gonténen of your telegram does not iniply (hoUT have forfeited 
ur confidence by: wny tatenicht of & question which I consider to be of vital 
His Majesty’ ernment intend to continue with their policy of 
h cannot continue to exist without their support. 





(24666) No. 459. 


heard Grey to Siv W. Touentey. 
{iSlegeahia) Foreign Orfice, June 24, 1913. 
YOUR telegram No, 214 of 25th May: Persian mint contract. 
We liope sliortly to be able to send you instructions 
In meantime, no action should be taken by Persian Government 





(28129) SEIN 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan. 
(ialgranhio Foreign Ofice, June 24, 1913. 
YOUR telegram No, 226 of 20th Regent of Persia, . 
Tam practicall went with Russian Miniter for Foreign AGire, but think 
iat before communicating with the Regent it would be well to arrange for identic 
taiyera Wosnt HIsAIn een, Goveetaent Tonneaiactol oie Higlnwess by your 
Bxcelle nit with Russian Governnien id 
Gaye protection for the Regent, I would propose to reply in sense of Sir 
W. Townley’s useiamn Ne: Al of une lune on maser mate 
As rey Js the Shah's m y and situation at swer sl ld be it 
Teco erp of Sir s telegram No, 240 of 19th June, as 
modified by: your telegram 
(Repeated to Tehran, 





(24666) No. 161. 
ign Ogice to Dnperial Bank of Persia. 


Foreign Ofice, June 24, 1913. 
* AWVIMHT reference to the visit of Sir‘T. Jackson to this Oflice ot, 
ou the subject of the Imperial Bauk’s minting contract with the Persian Goverument, 
Lain directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to state that he would be glad if you 
coull procure for him the test of the law under which the mint contract, dated the 
27th November, 19L1, purported to be made. ? 
Fam to take this opportunity to thank you for your leer of the 20th stant 
amp, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 
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(29181) jo. 462, 


Note reecived by Count Benckendorgf from St, Petersburgh—(Communicated to 
Foreign Office, June 25.) 


POUR faire suite & son télégramme secret du 17 (80) mai an sujet. de la 
concession minitre en Perse, dont une compagnie anglaise convoite Vexploitation, 
AM. Sazonof eroit devoir émettre les observations suivantes : 


un pareil droit étant toujours 
en Orient, 
Lioceupation du terrain cétoyant la voie susindiqués par une compagnie étrangdre 
4 celle du Chemin de Fer transpersan, menacerait celui-ci dans sa réalisation meme, 
Ce terrain pourra e limité, d'aprés avis du Gouvernement Impérial, 4 60 verstes 
de largeur des deux cétés de Ja voie. Selon avis du groupe russe, le fait de concessions 
aceordées pour une région entidre, sans précision du Neu de gisement, eréerait on 
Perse un précédent peut désirable, tant par ses. consequences. direotos quo. dans les 
intéréts mémes de ce pays. A ce dernier point de vue, il semblerait préférable de s'en 
tenir au principe que des concessions minieres, qui ue’ servent pas de garantie 4 ree 
entreprises de chemin do fer, ne sofent accordées que pour des gisements certains ot 
indiqués A V'avan v 
Nous ponsons qu'il ne faudrait jgnorer que le groupe russe do la Société d’Istuddes 
a, ds Vorigine de In question du Chemin de Fer treusporsan, dont ila pris Visine 
des recherches spéciales sur les. gisements miniers en Porse, recherches qui ont on 
ésultat la détermination d'un certain nombre de points, dont ee group & toujours 
‘intention de se faire accorder le droit exploitation, 


Certainies de ces loca trouvant dans Ia zone diinfluenco anglaise ot faisant 
ne temps partie de la résio 4 Ventreprise internationale du chemin de 


fer, dont bon nombre de concessi sont sujets britanniques, il y aurait lieu, on 
vertu de réciprocité, de concéder éventuellemient ’ ceux-ci le droit de devenir 
partenaires de concessions analogues dans la zone de V'influence russe, 

Le Gouvernement Impérial souhaiterait done que, inclinant dans cette question 
vers notre point de vue, le Cabinet de Londres reconnit les mémes droits au groupe 
russe de | que ceux accordés aux entrepreneurs anglais de concese 

ive dans la région dea zone neutre. La fusion du groupe Greenway avec 
la Société d'Etudes Pprojetée par le Gouvernement britannique constituerait naturelle- 
ment une issue, mais il se trouve que la seconde de ces sociétés n'y est pas favorable, 
pour divers motifs. 

Si la solution susindiquée se trouyait inexécutable, ent Impérial 
se plait A espérer qu'il serait toujours possible de partager les concessions miittes 
Parties les plus égales possibles entre les deux groupes et aboutir ainsi un ‘compromis 
satisfaisant. Ceci, pourtant, exigerait un certain temps; d'ici lh ily aurait lieu, dans 
notre opinion, i inviter le Gouvernement persan, par Veutremise des toprésentante 
anglais et russe i Téhéran, & s'abstenir de toute attribution de concessions de la nature 
indiquée, 


Saint-Pétersbourg, le 30 mai (12 juin), 1913, 








(29093) No, 162°, 
India Ofice to Foreign Ofice—(Received Juno 25.) 


; = India Offieo, June 24, 1918, 
IN continuation of previous correspondence as to the lighting, &e. of the Persian 
Gulf, Tam directed to invite refereuce to the Vieeroy's telegram of the 2st June, 1018 
{cory communicated to your Department the 23rd instant) regarding the lighthoase on 
‘amb Island, aud to state that, with the concurrence of the Secretary of State for 
[1629] 4M 











318 


Foreign Affairs, the Marquess of Crewe proposes to authorise the Government of India 

toimake the necessary communication on the subject to foreign consular officers, as was 

done in the ease of the new lights at Bushire, Bander Abbas, and Bahrein, see corres- 

ponsdenee ening with Si W. Towle’ tolegram No. 170, dated the 25th April last. 
am, fe. 


. W. HOLDERNESS. 





(29140) No, 163, 
Mr. Anderson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reecived June 25. 


Dear Si “Pera,” Morland Avenue, Leicester, June 24, 1 

1 BEG to report to you that the road from Hamadan to Sultanabad, Persi . 
unsafe for travellers. The following’ is an extract from a letter from my son, who is 
in the service of the Oriental Carpet Mamufacturers (Limited), and who travelled from 
Hamadan to Sultanabad early in this month :— 

© Sultanabad, June 

“T came down by carriage alter all, and at about 10 o'clock in the evening we 
heard three or four rifle shots at the side of the road, and we immediately stopped. 
‘Then a man eaine to the side of the carriage with his rifle pointing we had 
to get out and kneel on the ground, when they searched all ox pockets, and everything 
of ming Was taken—saddle, watch, &e, ‘They next took all my bags from the earring 
gavo mo a few knocks on the head and wwent away, and we were allowed to procec 
‘They even took the cont off my back. Luc sian was able to lend me a coat a 
little further along the road." 


I shall be glad to hear from you as to what steps can be taken to obtain redress for 
this outraze on a British subject. : 
am 


&o, 
J. STAFFORD ANI 


(29741) No. 163°, 


Sir W, Pownley to Sir Edvard Grey.— (Received June 
(No, 247.) SS 
(Polegraphie,) Re Tehran, June 25, 1913. 
YOUR telegram No, 230 of 10th 
May I inform the Persian Governinent that His Majesty's Government accept 
Ist uly, 1915, as the date upon which the first payment on account of 1913 advances 
shall be made 





(29182) No. 461, 


ouiley to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received June 25.) 
0. 248.) ‘ 
alographic.) hrav 
MY telegram No. 289 of 19th June F 
Bollowiny from consular officer at Bushire, 24th June » 


lhige of Dilwar, the chief arms smuggling port of Tangistan, having joined in 
‘attack on our boats and landing party on 15th June, and having taken no’ steps to 
comply with ultimatum, and to surrender either dhows or pirates, or compensate, it was 
decided to punish it. The senior naval officer now reports as follows, No. 57, dated 
22nd Jun 


‘Combined force of 280 2nd Rajputs and 200 men from ships landed at 5:30 this 
morning for attack on Dilwar. Village was vecupied without opposition, Owing to 
thick mist little damage had been done by shelling, Village destroyed. 
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“<While demolition was being carried out heavy fire was opened on coverin, 
parties on front and right flank. ‘The enemy estimated at 350 men, of which 100 were 
mounted. ‘They were driven back out of sight, No casualties, All parties returned 
to ships at 5 Pat, 

“* (Addressed to Admiral; repeated to Resident and Government of India,)'” 





[29031] No. 465. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir W. Townley, 
(No, 236.) 
(Pelezraphic.) * Foreign Office, June 25, 1913, 
YOUR telegram No, 246 of 24th June: Employment of British officers for 
Kerman, 
1 must consult the India Office before sending you further instructions. 
No reflection whatever was intended on you by the last paragraph of my telogram 
of 23rd June. Iimuch appreciate your having a policy and expressing it 50 





(29302) No. 466, 


Admiralty to Foreign Ofice—(Reecived June 26.) 
(Confidential.) 

Sir, Admiralty, June 25, 1013, 
nmancied by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
mation of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of u telegram, dated 

h instant, relative to affairs in the Persian Gulf, 
Copy has been sent to India Office, 
Tam, &e. 
W. GRAHAM GREENE, 


inclosure in No. 466, 


Commander-in-chief, Bast Indies, to Admiralty, 
(Telegraphic.) paws June 25, 1913, 
SENIOR Naval Officer, Persian Gulf, reports as follows :— 


4th June landed combined force at 7 a.a1, at Khor Khonwen, ‘They 


eded in launching four dhows and a fishing dhow. A fow natives camo in sight 
and some rounds were fired at them, 


“Have ordered ships to returu this evening to Bushire to disombark troops.” 





(29341) No. 4 
So, 249) Si” We Pooley to Sin Heard Grey.—(Heecived June 26.) 
0. 249.) 
graphic.) Peliran, June 26, 191; 
fon gh TING Minister for Foreign Affairs informed me yesterday eveninu that Persian 
Government have decided to apply to Swedish Government for sixteen. more oflioera. to 
fill up vacancies which have occurred, and to allow of the Carrying out of an extension of 


Hamatice Five olficers are destined for Kerman, four for Ispahan, and others for 
famadan, 


ithe Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs informed me that he had already spoken to 


the Russian Chargé d'Affaires, who did not appear to anticipate any opposition on 

lst of the Russian Governinent, and he expressed the earvest, Hope that the eae 
would mevt with the approval and recsive the support of His Majesty's Govamnont 
Recent events in Kerman and on the Kermanshah road would appear to have brought 
Home to the Government that no time should be lost in extending the service in toes 
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Girections, whilst gap at Tspahan, on the Tehran—Bushire road, badly wants making 
Huei stu on ASAE tolls the whole of the 100,001, loan 
attached to the mining concession to the upkeep of gendarmerie, 
(Sent to St, Petersburgh.) 





[29849] No. 468. 


Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 26.) 
239, , 
inhi) R. St. Peteraburgh, sJune 
YOUR telegram No, 474 of 24th June. OP eae, 
TU CaRn estates Orel Ailbiter for oreen' Weir igenenday valdemenoir 
e lying your views. s 
SSE e amet biblea nen wba lind Held to Regent, both as regards 
proclaiming young Shah's majority and convocation of a double-Chambered Medjliss, 
wi cordance with those view 4 
MTs Highness had nat, However, appronched lim on. the subject of protcetion to 
be accorded to his person and property. His Excellency said that he had not contens- 
plated retuming a sliten reply 19 Regent, but he raised no objetion to sues a course 
T suggested that we should ask M. Poklewsky to draft such a reply in concert with 
myself, ; ieee 
“ Rogent, whom I saw th essed himself perfectly satisfied with 
HOS ON GAPE A USER RE TEA to speak to Minister for Forei 
1 his personal protection, as he had not done so himself 
is Highness told me he is leaving for Paris on Saturday night, [communicated 
immediately with M. Poklews told me that he had uot seon M 
irs since my interview x, He promi 
Excelleney's permission to draft reply and to suk Ike 
rme to refer it to you for appro e re 
soa anlS that itehould ‘be commntcated to his Highness through 
two Amba 





(29391 


Sir Bdicard Grey to Sir W. Townley, 

No. 287.) - 
Sie pl Foreign Ofice, Jun 

THAVE informed the Russian Government that I maintain the u 
to M, Sazonof at Balmoral to apply 
Persian railway ‘ Kor 

Twill send you definite instructions when M, Sazonof proposes that the application 
shall netually: be made, i 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 480.) 





(28272 No, 470. 
Foreign Ofice to Board of Trade. 


Sin, Foreign 0, , 1013, 
WIDH reference to the letter from this Department of the 18th January last 
relative to the shipment of red oxide from the island of Hormuz, Tam directed by 
Scoretary Sir Edward Grey to transinit to vou herewith copies of telegrams exchanged 
with His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran on the subject.® “leas Ok Salen 
Tt will be observed from Sir W. ‘Townley’s telegram that Muin-ut-Tujjar is trying 
to regain all the privileges which he enjoyed under the firman of 1904, aud that the 
Persian Government, who withdrew them on the ground that the concession given by 
that doctnent had expired (a view shared by Tis Majesty's Government), and. who 
ayo since restored to him only that portion of them which concerns the deposits of 


* Nos 446 and 491, 


B21 


oxide on Hormuz, have now changed their view and profess to regard the firman in 
question as of perpetual force. 

T am to state that, while admitting that the objections of His Majesty's consul- 
general at Bushire to the resumption by Muin of his former position are not without 
some force. E. Grey doubts whether it would be possible to answer in the 
afhrmative the two questions propounded in the last paragraph of his telegram, and is 
disposed to agree with Sir W. Townley that, subject to adequate safeguards. and on 
certain conditions which should be recorded in writing of the British intereste 
concerned, Muin might be allowed to procecd with his negotiations to obtain what Ilfe 
Majesty’s Government must regard as a new concession, and not as the recognition of 
the perpetual character of the former one. 

As rogards the concession to work the deposits of oxide on Hormu, it- appears to 
Sir E. Grey to be possible that Muin's present application for the regrant of his whole 
concession might provide a means of reconciling the long conflicting interests of 
Messrs, Strick and Co, and Ellinger and Co, if His Majesty’s Government wore to 
block the negotiations till the would-be concessionnaire had bound himself to operate 
his concession in such a way as to satisfy both firms, 

As regards the concession embracing the deposits of minerals on the other islands 
and on the coast of the Persian Gulf, the Board of ‘Trade are aware, from the levee 
from this Office of the 4th September last, that Sir E, Grey caused all tho information 
in his: possession as to sulpliur mines in’ those regions, which appear to be the meet 

nportant, to be furnished to the British firms interested, As no reply has yet. been 
received from any of these, it would appear that none of them thinks it worth wile 
to take the matter up by applying for a concession at Tehran, If, however, it could 
bo arranged that, in the event of the grant of this concession to, Muin, these 
should occupy with regard to it position analogous to that formerly held by Mosore 
Ellinger in relation to his Hormuz concession, they might be disposed. to bok with 
more favour on the ventu 
an to state that Sir E. Grey would be glad to receive the observations of the 
Board of Trade both on the general question aud on the conditions whieh in there 
@hinion, should be imposed on Muin as the price of the withdrawal by His Majesty's 
Government of their opposition to his negotiations, always assuming ‘tat the Deeed 


agree that his resumption of his former position would not in itself prejudice Brena 
interests. 
He also proposes to cousult the India Olfice and Admiralty, 
Tam, & 
W. LANGLEY. 





{29019} 
Foreign Osiice to India Office. 


Foreign Osteo, June 26, 1913, 
1 AM idircetedl by Seeretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge thio receipt of your 
Totter of the 24th instant, relative to. the attempt of MuineuteTujjar tobe a 


which would include the right to work minerals in other islands of the 
Persian Gulf besides Hormuz. 


Tam to tran letter which Sir E, Grey has caused to, 


he subject and to state that it had been his 
and the Admiralty as to the poliey to be adopted 
commercial aspect of the question which the 


be glad to learn the views of the Marquess of Crewe, 
» withont awaiting the views of the Board, 


T am, &c, 
W. LANGLEY. 











(29473) No, 472. 
Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey—(Received June 27.) 


(iesray Teliran, June 27, 1913. 
a ie.) R. ‘iran, June 27, 
Cree its consi at Shiraz reports that Soulet has sent in to consulate two 
unimportant participators in outrage on Smart. He refused to Tecate saa oa 
vwamod the Governor-General, who caused one of the men to be arrested, whilst the 
otlex escaped. | Sonlet appears to wish tomake conditions forthe surrender of culprits 
vi that they shal bended over to the consulate and not to Persian authori, 
f ot be executed, ss ‘ 

Ae insite Governor-General are of the opinion that the tne 
Has gone by for making conditions, and that Provincial Government is now strong 
onough to seize the real culprits in due co Plan would appear to be torvait ntl 
the gendarme have oeeupied Bushire ond in the autumn, and then attack Mobaamed 
AMi Khan Kast in force in his stronghold at Shapur, break. yp his power hich a 
for so long worked for evil on the road, and mete ont punishment to various other 
ininor rebel chiefs at the same 

Tile nol that the Governor-General tele inalf sidoe gnoogh to meditate such 
punitive measures appears to me most sign, British consul approves, and 
Thai ‘strongly in favour of it should it meet with your approval. I hnve always 
impressed on the British consul that much good work can he done if the ave 
General is male to believe that he is doing it, He bas acted admirably up to this 
principle, aud there really seems reason to hope that policy may bear good fruit. 





(29474) No, 473 
Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey—(Received June 27.) 

(eee thie). Tehan, June 27, 1913. 
viele 1) of 26th J stension of Swedish gendarmerie. 
Colouel commanding the gendarmerie tells me that he has made application for 

Clght executive officers, two accountants, two doctors, two cartographers, and one 

voterinary surgeon, An additional executive oflicer will’ probably be required to 

replace Colonel Me to be transferred to t mmand of the forc 
s Highness’s special request. 
rearing 9 

Here under his second in command, and another Swedish officer to Ki 
Tn vie ers to Kerman, will this arrangement 

be agreeable to His Majes 


(29465) 





s) 


‘burgh, sFune 
it of Persia. 
moire just rece! 
ation with the Revent his ney had i 
tion to the proclamation of the S iajority ina yes 
the Regent iuabhniioie mae prepare tl hh for the 
to play. 
URE Ate Foreign Affairs had also consented in principle to th 
jliss and Senate without indicating the precise date, while reserving the 
.e definite decision after previous consultation with His Majesty's Go 
tent, when the Persian Government sball have conmunieated their proposals, and when 
the moment for -ct to them shall have com 
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The Regent's special attention had been drawn to the neoessity for seoing that the 
measure does not involve the same consequences as those which resulted from the 
activity of the two preceding Medjliss, more especially as regards the hostile attitude 
of the second towards Russia, 

The Minister for Foreigu Affairs had algo promised the Regent all the support of 
the Russian Government, while calling his attention at the same time to several 
questions of special iuterest to Russia, sch as the navigation of Lake Urmia, Persian 
Cossack brigade, fe. 

As regards the person and property of the Regent, the Russian Government, like 
His Majesty's Government, declare their readiness to use good offices to safeguard. him 
from any danger that may threaten him in Persia, 

In conclision, the aide-mémoiro expressed the opinion that, in view of the striely 
private character that the Regent has given to his vibiteat St, Petersburgh and London, 
itis preferable that the two Governments should confine themselves ton. verbal com, 
munication in the above sense, and inforin the two legations at Tehran of its terms, 

Shall I make such a verbal communication to the Regent before his departure for 
Patis to-morrow night, or do you wish ine to press the Minister for Foreign Affairs to 
make written communication ? 





29893) No. 475, 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 28,) 
(No. 236.) 
(Telegraphic.) R. , St Petershurgh, June 28, 1913, 
YOUR telegram » of 26th June to Tehran; Trans-Persian Railway, 
Tn course of conversation yesterda 1 Affairs said he would 
instruct Russian representative at ‘Tehran to apply for option as soon as Le heard Si 
W. Townley had received his instructio 


Told him vou did not intend to send him such instructions until his Excellency 


had proposed that application should be actually made, His Execllen 


a "y expresbod 
concurrence, and said he would/send instructions to Russian Ambassadoron 


is subject. 





29694) No. 476 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Gr —(Received June 28.) 
(Ne 
(Telegraphic.) BR. St. Petersburgh, June 28, 1913, 
T TOLD Regent today. that Miniater for Roreen Ata elon i tan see 
yesterday, had informed I that he hud told his Highness, and authorised 
him that Imperial Government would use all its good offees to safeguard 
from any danger that may threaten him in Persia, I then read him 
my telegram No, 234 of 27th June, omitting two last paragraphs, and. expliined 
that there had not been time for you to reply to it, but that he would see that views 
of two Governments were virtually identical on all points raised by him, 
Minister for Foreign Atiairs had, Usaid, told me that he expected that the Persian 
ffavgrnment would, on sheir part, meet his wishes with aegand to questions in whi 


told his Excellency that, while he was most an 

not take definite engagement with regard to any question 

consultation with his Ministers. As regards reservations attached to. convo 
iss, he thought it was best that he should wait till he retur an, and 
th British and Russian representatives exact terms whiel announcement of its 
convocation should take. His Hizhness begged me to convey to you his most. sineere 
thanks for support which you had given hin. He was, he said, penfuetly satisfied with 
assurances which lie had received from two Governments, and would return to Persia 
*neotraged by the knowledge that he had their support. He would, he added, do his 

‘Wunost to prepare young Shah for responsible duties which would devolve on hin, 








(29181) 


Foreign Office to Mr. Greentcay. 


Sir, Foreign Office, June 28, 1913. 

T AM directed 1 ir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
eiter of the 11th instant, regarding your negotiations for a mining concession in 
Kerman. 

T am now to transmit to you herewith a memorandum comprising proposals on 
the subject which have been put forward by the Russian Government, and Tam to ask 
for your observations and to invite you to say in what manner you are prepared to 
meet the views therein set forth 

Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 


inclosure in No, 477, 
Memorandum. 


‘THE Russian Government have from the outset regarded with anxiety the 
question of the British company acquiring the mining concession, in view of the vast 
of the region—the greater part lying in the neutral sphere—which tha y 
ald receive, ‘Tle 'rans-Persinn Railway would experi 
this, as in one way or another it will be bound to traverse the ion, and could 
not of course abandon the right to work the mineral th on the two sides of the 
projected Tinea right hiherto slays given to ralay concession hoklers in the 
Kast. 

Tf the land on each side of th 
Persian Railway Company ‘ 

Government think that the land in question need not be more than 60 versts broad on 
ach side. 

‘Pho Russian group considers that, if concessions were granted for a whole region 
without defining the deposits, an undesirable precedent would be established in Persia 
hoth as regards the immedi results and the interests of the country. It would 
therefore seem better to adhore to the principle that mining concessions which do not 
sor for railway enterprises shall not be granted except for definite 
deposits indicated beforehand. 

Tt must not he forgotten that the Russian group of the Société d’Iétudes ha: 
ever since it first raised the question of the Trans-Pei vay, made. spe 
studies regarding mining deposits in Persia and has, as a result, fixed on a certai 
number of points which the group has always intended to secure the right to 
work. 

Sone of these localities lying in the British sphere, and being at the same time 
part, of the district allotted to the railway: e—of which a good number of 
participants are f ts—it would he fitting as a sign of reciprocity to grant 
eventually to these latter the right to become shareholders in similar cone i 
the Russian sphere, 

‘Vhe Imperial Government hope, therefore, that sharing th 
Government will admit the same rights for the Russian group of the Sockété 
granted to English promoters of mining concessious in the neutral sphere 

‘he analgamation of Mr. Greenway’s group with the Société, as proposed by His 
Majesty's Goverament, would of urnish a solution, but for various reasons the 
latter Of these Sociétés does not view it y 

Tf the above solution wore imprac hope that it 
may always he possible to divide the mining concessions in as near two equal parts 
as possible between the two groups and arrive at a satisfactory compromise. ‘This, 
however, would! take some time, and meanwhile the Russian Government think it 
would be well to invite the Persian Government, through the two representatives at 
‘Pohran, to refuse to allot any concessions of the above nature. 
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No, 478, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received June 29.) 
(Telegraphic,) R. Tehran, sJune 29, 1913. 


YOUR telegram No, 243 of 22nd May: Advance to Persian Government, 


ersian Government agree to opium receipts and excise of spirits being considered 
ional security. 





(29763) No. 479. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received June 30,) 
(No. 122,) 


Sir, Tehiran, June 7, 191: 
T HAVE the honour to report that the caravan figures recorded by His Majesty's 
consul-general at Bushire for the month of May are as follows : . 


‘Mules arriving and leaving Bos 


Donkeys (vit Firuzabad) .. tive 


Borasjun reports— 
Mules to Bushire 
Males from Bushire 
Kazerun reports— 
Moles to Bushire 
Mules from Bushire 


His Majesty’s consul at Shiraz reports the departure of — 


Aninisls to Duthie ges TN 


and the arriyal of — 


Animals from Bushire se 820811000 


__ He states that the departures to Ispahan numbered 
arrivals from Ispahan were animals 
robberi 


62 animals, and that the only 


belonging to the gendarmerie, He adds that no 
S were reported during the month tinder review. 


Thave, &. 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 





(29764) No. 480, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edvard Grey.—{Received June 30.) 


(No. 193.) 
73 Tehran, June 8, 1913. 
His HPANE, the honour to forward to you herewith copies of two despatches from 
His Majesty's consul-geueral at Ispaban reporting on the intrigues of tho agent of the 
Resian consulateeneral in matters reganting the administration of the provino of 
‘The intrigues in question are of interest when read in connection with 
; ‘ the ecenth 
sequined Russian, protetion for the Zil-es-Sullan's properties and the. selene. fe, 
iverting the head-vaters of the river Karan, behind whieh stands Russian end. 
Thave, &c. 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 


——— 








Enclosure 1 in No. 480. 


Consul-General Grahame to Sir W. Townley. 


aes evneniey) Ispahan, March 27, 1913. 


SI slain emmignting Rea oor despatches Nos. TL, 137, 
and 148 of the 20h duly, 2st and 20th September, 1012, respective, and No. 4, 
Confidential of te 28a January lst, in which T del om the Russifcation of this 
province an the se played in his proces Dy Hajj Mohammad Tbrahin Kin, 
called “agent.” of the Russian consulate. aah 
eesti yay terert bao ver ua @inanleb a vise whist te Siren Asha paid 
ie this morn is Bacelecs, spoke in ery biter terms of he iguiine er 
ence of the Russian agent, averting that ab eyers turn he (Sarars-Ashj/a) fon 
are Ate nea Cah nee CURMTEN Ue adh abasamed Toran Kin, whose 
tole objects wore aelfagarandisement and! money tis Excellency disrupted the 
setog ssn conn, fon partition i the iniques of his suburdinat, ding 
Shut SardarsAsh') hind neently ken oresion to speak to M, Evrcinot ont 
sujet nd Iieve ha th full extent of Haji MobammnadThxahim Shan’ doings 
eae eda CU arent cao Gun OELIAE ical (Sarane ot Dbe Ten adele by 
M. von Kaver, the maniiger in Ispahan of tho Russian Banque a’ Fsampte, ad 
ireently mate atenpt oredooned to fans his Exelletey remake with sme 
uphas) to obtain the Govesnorhip of again, he Soir plied rates chan 
that Roswinns ad hee faction here ing she eval of the Sardar Zafar 
itnprncticable, had had recourse to this expedient to bring about a change of régime 
here, : : a 
ig Excellency went on to complain of cortain recent misrepresentations made by 
COMM eran ene centers p ONCE Ea cast tho ame of 
Molah Qobat ost othe Shiraz ua hin, td woul up wi dhe cstomary 
fefrin- itched ih rather higher hay than wual—ot his absolute devs 
British interests anil his desire t9 maintain perfeet order on the commercial route. 
T must, in justice, ald that in all matters which 


refer direct to the Ashj’a I have found him most obli Hea Raloo 
G. GRAHAME, 


Enclosure 2 in No. 480. 
Conaut-General Grahame to Sir W. Tornley. 


Confidential.) 


uted 10 Haj Thrah aw te 
matters regarding the administration of this province of Tspalian, I have now the 
TEMA GEA TALS De MERE MUER nemor General \Sanar-i-Asbja), in the 
course ofa visit ahi hepa ie seatntay eveuing, revere tothis subject aver 
thot he was met and thvarted at every tum by the perverso intervention of this 
individual yom, be. iy ain endeavoured io win over by Kinduess. On my 
iring why his Exeolleney did not re the aboe sense 19 the Persian 
rnment, he replied that he wi aware that were he to do 49 bis note 
would simply be handed to,the Russian Legation with consequences fatal to himsel if. 

His Eexcelleney particularly requested me to inform you of the position in w ah 
suds hinge orang that, could hy sp foreseen thi at the time that the 
British and Russian Ministers pressed him to accept the Governorship of Ispahan, lie 
would have hesitated to do si ‘ 
eT ance position to say how far the ace ohana 
Thea Khan hy the Governor-General may be justified, ut am inlined to look on 
the eonsenss of native local opion regaring the growing intervention of Russia or 
Russian agents in the internal affairs of this pro the smoke which proves the 
presence of fire, Tames 

(G. GRAHAME, 





(29765) 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received Juno 30.) 
Sir, Gullick, June 8, 1913, 
YOU have been kept informed by the various telegrams that’ have’ had the 
honour to send you of the latest developments of the movement under Salured-Dowleh 
in Asterabad and Mazanderan. I have been unable to ascertain that the Panes 
succeeded in collecting lange force, but it is clear that he had a suficiont following 
to cause the representatives of the Persian Goverament in those provinces consideaine 
uneasiness. “The Governor of Mazanderan judged discrotion to be the. better: part. of 
¥alour anil escaped to Resht, en route for ‘Tehran, ‘The Governor of Asterubiy, who 
came more directly under the Prince's influence, would appear to have ono over te 
the enemy. ‘The reports of the movements of the rebels. were. strongly, coloured 
cording to the source whence they syere derived, and ono eannol place. ingles 
confidence in them, Tt is clear, however, that Salar’ acted i his usual highchended 
manner, collected! revenue, named and deposed Governors, and scized the onstnclniees 
at Mesheati Ser and Bender Gez,shosving but seant civility to the Europenn employe 
‘ho complain that the Russian consular officers on the spot renlored th 
assistance, 
The possession of the custom-houses secured for Salar much needed dunds, and it 
‘¢ been a fatal blow to his hopes wlien, under instructions from the Itussian 
ngs dA ich were subsequently confirmed from St. Petersburgh, the 
Customs were oceupied by Russian troops in the name of the Persian Government, on 
the score that the revenues are pledged! t0 Russi, and people who had! been paid monove 
derived from this source were obliged to refund the same, Realising probably thet he 
could expect no support from the Russian agents, Salar-ed-Dowlch took ship, sith some 
seven a port in. the neighbourood of Resht, thus avoiding having to puss 
througli the properties of Siphadar Azam; It is just possible that ini so doing lie made 
4 capital error, because Ihave been assured by a personal friend of Sipalidae that, he 
Himself save that versatile statesman send a telegram froin ‘Teiran to Salat thal whe, to 
say the least of it, compromising in its expressions of goodwill. 
Unfortunately for Salar’s cause, his men, who were following him towards Resht 
overland, were confronted on entering the immense domains of ‘tie Siphadat by an 
armed force, whieh disputed their passage. In the combat that ensued Siphiclat's 
xrandson, a boy of 14, was killed, ‘he battle lasted for three days, av the und cf 
‘hich time the boy's father claimed to have totally: routed Salar’ following, kil 
sixty men and taking forty prisoners, among whom are said to he some notable Kurd 
chieftains. “Salar, who took no part in the conflict, then fled to Reslt, whieh town ho 
Was not permitted to enter, thanks to the resolute attitude of M. Sablin 
q small reason to doubt. that Salar lad for some time boon in. dixeet 
it ‘orassof, the Russian consul at Resht, mi 
to come up he had been 
Ju 


hem little or no. 


rassof was at once ord 
that any act of disloyalty would be. s 
indelible stain on the good name of the Cos 
over to Salar, and that it mig handnient, 
fect upon M. Nécrassof as upon the 
. n v that he must not enter Resht. His 
accordingly remained! buta short time in a garden outside the town and then 
Proceeded towards Talish-Dulsb, whence it is said. that he is now making, his, woy 
‘owards Zenjan, apparently with the intention of endeavouring to return to Kurdisn 
1a pilot is to be made to ent him off at Zenjan, and Cossacks aro to be despatched 
thither for the purpose, 
Thave, &, 


WALTER TOWNLEY, 
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(29767) SUES 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edvard Grey Received June 30.) 
So) eran, June 9, 1913. 
AS I had the honour to report in. my telegram No. 210 of the 28th ultimo, the 
notables of Ispahan have appronchied Messrs, Lynch with a request for the loan of an 
engineer to make a survey and draw up a report on the feasibility of bringing the 
headwaters of the Karun River from Jardikuh into the Zayindeh Rud, near Ispahan, 
urposes of irrigation, 
BN Aie ee ere auepat agent nteravel ae he had no one here competent to 
undertake the work, I reqnested the views of His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire 
‘on the subject, as it appeared to me that a report might be useful both for now 

possible future, i 
Fee ee Hiss Gita onis(oatsbneliegan cevetaliiov Sadie BrtaQlepinese fore 
srork in order to forestall any application which the notables of Ispahan might make 
to the Russians to provide one—a danger which is by no means inconsiderable, in view 
of tho fact that the Russian Bank is in some way connected with the project; it would, 
it appears to me, be extremely undesirable to afford the Russians any opportunity of 
gaining a footing in Bakhtiari country, 

Sir Perey Cox thought the most satisfactory course to adopt would be to ask the 
Government of Tndia to depute Major Norton, R.E,, who has already examined the 
rigation question—and whose opinion in any: case on the effect which sucht a 
if realised, would have on the lower waters of the Karun should be of great 
value= or another irrigation expert if Major Morton is not available. 3 
oroy expressed an opinion, in which Lconcur, that there is no object 
in sending His Majesty's vice-consul at Ahv mp at Ispahin, off, post haste 
to the spot, ay he is irrigation expert, unless it were merely to forestall the 
anrival there of « foreign engineer. 
ink awe could hardly offer the services of an engineer to the Ispahan notables 
in reply to their application to Messrs. Lynch without causing considerable comment, 
that, if the Government of India can soe their way to lending the services of & 
1, his name should be put before the originators of the scheme by Messrs. Lynch 
thoniselves. ; 
Thave therefore suggested to Messrs. Lynch’s agent here that he should reply to 
the notables that he has arranged to borrow the services of a man from Government, 
imply that his firm is ready to arrange for an engineer's visit. 

I roported in my telegram referred to above, the Ispahnn notables have already 
applied to the Central Goverament for the necessary concession. ‘The Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, however, informed me that the Cabinet would never grant it until it 
wwas shown that no foreign capital would participate, but his Excellency also observed 
that the Ispahan notables would never entertain such a project unless it were supported 
by foreign money. ee 

WALTER TOWNLEY. 





(29768) No. 483. 
Sir W, Toenley to Sir Bdward Gre ceived June 30.) 


No, 127, Confidential, 
ee mee ‘han, June 10, 1913. 
WITH reference to my telegram No. 185 of the 2nd ultimo upon the subject of an 
arrangement recently made at Ispahan, under which the properties of the Ziles-Sultan 
have heen placed under the management of the director of the Ispahan branch of the 
Banque ’Fscompte, I have the honour to trausmit herewith copies of two despatches 
from His Majesty's Consul-Ceneral at Ispahan reporting upon this transaction and 
uupon the conjectinres to which it has already given rise, ¢ ‘ 
As regards the first of these despatches, it would appear from the information 
that Ihave been able to collect here that the account of what took place las been 
generally correctly reported to Mr. Grahame by Amir-isJang, the deputy Governor of 
Tepahan, 
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Te will be seen from a perusal of Mr. Grahame’s despatch that the Zil's son, Akbar 
Mirza, conducted all the negotiations with M. von Kaver. This prinee, who is now in 
‘Tehran, has explained to Mr. Smart the reasous which induced him to take this step, 
and has expressed regret that he did not advise His Majesty's Legation of what was 
being done. His Highness states that after the couclusion of the Anglo-Russian 
Conveution of 1907 Sir Cecil Spring-Hiice told the Zil that British protection alone 
would no longer be sufficient for him, and advised him to seek also Russian protection. 
The Zil was accordingly put into communication with the Russian Minister, 
M. de Hartwig, by Sir Cecil Spring-Rice, and since then, Akbar Mirza says, the. Zils 
affairs, from being under the joint protection of the two Goveruments, have gradually 
and insensibly passed into the hands of the Russians, the only Power that. won 
promise active help. 

Last year Akbar Mirza pledged bis own persontl properties to the Russian, bank, 
in order to secure Russian protection. He subsequently informed his father of what 
he had done, and suggested the desirability of his making a similar arrangement, The 
Zil agreed to do so. In the meanwhile Akbar Mirza had hit upon, or been put up to, 
the inuch cleverer scheme of getting the director of the Russian bank to act as 
manager at a large salary, ‘The cleverness was all on the Russian side, becanse it 

red Inrge salary for M. von Kaver and any two friends he may choose to select, and 
at the same time a personal turn was given to the arrangement which might appeer. at 
first sight not to compromise the Russian Government. It is clear, of course, that 
such is, in fact, uot the case, because the primary object of the arrangement was to 
secure Russia jou, whilst the entire transaction was carried ont with the 

the Russian Consulate-General at Ispahan and of the Russian 

auction, moreover, of the Russian Minister of Finance liad 

mn Kaver could accept the appointment, which, as will he 

seen from a perusal of Mr. Grahame’s report, is personal one, terminable upon the 
death or transfer of the director of the bank from Ispahian. 

In discussing the arrangement with the Russian Chargé d'Affaires, who was not 
made aware of the negotiations being carried on during the Minister's occupation of his 

, Akbar Mirza took credit for the fact that diplomatically the Russian Government 

iow nothing about the transaction, of which no trace exists in the archives of the 

Jegation or of the Foreign Office at St, Petersburgh, the whole business. having 
carried through with the approval of the Minister of Finance only. 

‘The Persian Government are not a little perturbed. by this Russian move south 
wards into the heart of Persia, because past experience has taught them that a clan 
protect interests that have been placed tmder the exis of Russiaveven though the 4 
are in reality purel . is not.a thing that ean be treated lightly. It ix twalisod 
that the transaction has been so skilfully en ait there is no justifiable ground 
for a protest, because it cannot be arg fact that the Zil-es-Sultan his 
appointed a Russian subject i estates offers any legitimate canse for 
complaint. At the same time, it is recognised that sould an occasion arise it will be 
found that the full support of the Russian Legation will be forthcoming in any 
differences with the provincial authorities. ‘The fact that the instrument has been 
Jegalised by the Governor: stead of by the Foreign Office agent would. bo 
sufficient under ordinary circumstances to iuvalidate it, but under the actual conditions 
the Persian Government would prefer not to put forward such a contention. Akbar 

irza has himself stated that hie did not seek the signature of the Foreign Otice agent 

because he considered that of the powerful Bakhtiari Governor-General much mot 

valuable, since it would commit all the Bakhtiaris, a much amore important factor, in 
n the feeble Central Goverament at Teliran, 

there is good reason to believe that the collection of “malint’ will not be 
facilitated by the new arrangement, because experience has shown that the persons 

ji ian protection are far from the first to pay their taxes, 

Akbar Mirza claims that he and his father have beon compelled to take this step 
to protect themselves against Bakhtiari despoilers, and it is probable that they will be 
the first to feel the effect of the new arrangement, which is not unlikely to have very 
far-reaching effects upon the relations between the Bakhtiaris and. the ‘Ruse 
Legation. ‘The former claizn that their tribal interests are so. closely connected. with 
Tgpahan that it is essential that oue of their number shall always be Governor- 
General of that town and province. Of late they have sueceeded in making good th 
claim, and the present incumbent, Sardar Ashjaa, managed to take up his appointment 
Aespite ithe {act that M. Poklewsky protested formally agaiust it when it was first made, 
With the Zil-es-Sultan’s properties managed by a Russian official the Russian Legation 

[1629] 4? 
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now pretend to londer voice in the nomination of the next Governor General, 
Whovdt he is Bakhtiari, will have to make his own arrangements with the Russion 
Miaieter: It is more than probable that little by little the Bakbtiaris will realise that it 

Wn their interest to make terms with the powerful northern neighbour. MM. Poklewsky’s 
Hast, d’ai les Bakhitiaris dans ma poche,” will come true, and a fresh wedge of 
Raceian influence will be thrust forwards towards the south-western corner of Persia 
ind the head of the Persian Gulf, whilst the Sheikh of Mohammerah will find the 
Takluaris with Russian support behind them quite different neighbours to the much- 
Alsed brigands who have more than once been restrained by the friendly counsels of 
the British Legation. = 

ha 


1 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 
SS 

Enclosure 1 in No. 183. 


Consul-General Grahame to Sir W, Townley. 
No. 32, Confidential.) 
‘ Ispahan, May 8, 1913. 
THAVE the honour to invite a reference to my No, 25 of the 28th ultimo 
re a contract signed on the 27th ultimo, by which Mv er, the manager at 
Ispabin ofthe Hssian Banque d’Fscompte, 3s appointed mange Or 6 period of ten 
yuars of all (2) the propertios of his His Royal Highness the Zil-es-Sultan. 
Li the coimse of a visit which I received this morning from Amir-iJang, who 
ntinues to display the most friendly feelings towards British interests and towards 
fie personally, He volunteered information to tho following elfect regarding the contract 
inl the caitaa eausans thereof =— 
n the Ispahan district 
ugard to the former, please 
‘l the Consulate-General 


‘The property includes all the estates of His Ro} 
vith the exception of that in Burburud and Maballs 
refer to correspondence betwé 
in 190%) 

Anvdresdange stated that poorparlers are now being carried on with regard to the 
Jease of those Burburud properties to the S Ashjas, who already: holds lands in 
thardistriet,. ‘The latter aré no longer legally in the possession of His Royal Highness, 
Hhavinue passed by cession or sale into the hantls of one of his sons, Akbar Mirza. 

‘Phe salary of M. von Naver as mani )00 tomans per annum (this 
fizure tallies with current reports here agers, to be appointed by 
Mi. vow Kaver at his discretion, to F £000 tomans per ann 

‘he eoutract is for a term of ten yea id His Royal High 
cancel it he ean only do s0 by 5 eof expiration In the event 
CEN. vou Kayer's death, dismissal from his post as manager at Ispaban of the Russian 

any or t to another post the agreement lapses ipso facto. 

All repairs or works to be carried ont on the proper question to be subject 
to the approval of a representative of His Royal Highness, who had not yet been 
appointed. 

PpertT wheat and barley, the produce of the properties in question, to be handed over 
toa head “ambardar,” to be appointed by His Royal Highness. ‘The Russian ba 

M, von Kaver) shall have the right of refusal at current local rates of all other produce, 
viz, rice, opium, cotton. ‘ 

Tn the event of His Royal Highness’ denise prior to the expitation Of the 
agrecieut the Russian Government (#/¢) undertakes that his estate shall be divided 
ftmionu his heirs in strict accordance with the provisions of his will. 

‘Questioned by me whether “the Russian Government” (as stated above), or the 
Russiin bank, or M. von Kaver was the party responsible for carrying out the 

dns of His Royal Highness's will, Amir-i-jang said that he believed the actual 

‘employed to be as stated by him: 

He then went on to explain the main reason which, in his opinion, has prompted 

veSultan to enter into this agreement. He reminded me that His Royal 
‘marked preference for three of his sous, Akbar Mirza, Bahram Mirza, 

za, to whotn he was generally supposed to have left much larger shares 

in his estato than to his other issue, ‘The three princes above-mentioned, fearing that 
dn the decease of His Royal Highness the other members of the family would combine 
Shan endeavour to cause the terms of the will to be set aside and the estate to be 
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divided in the proportions preseribed by the law 

liar oultheintataon wharves baretaatne ae te 
the contract, in the promotion of whic 
part. 


had brought pressure to 
ig ahout the arrangement now laid down by 
Akbar Mirza had played the most active 


report the above information as giv i i 
: tion as given to me without vouching for its : 
Tndeed, all information on this subjeot emanating from a. Bal iti source, must 
obsionsy be accepted with considerable reserve, the Khns boing naturally hueined to 
mnt any arrangement tending to i 7il it i 
ia ets nt tening to rotet the properties ofthe ZilesSultan and his 
he ill-feeling which Amir-isJang personally ins agai i 
e fesing. whi i ly entertains against Russian encroach- 
ents showed itself very clearly inthe course of our furthor conversation, Heine 
complaining bitterly ofan attempt recently male by my Russ Rolleiziemalonet 
‘irza Tenail Shan, excehie of police, recently disminsel from fico connection with 
i Seyyed who had insulted M, Evreinof, to b o 
rafor to pargraph 118 of “Zapahnn News," No. 16, and pamaropl 1a cf ate 


No. 18), He went so far as to assert is little coil 
Ae aipe bao that this little coil had very nearly caused him to 


T have, &o, 
G, GRAHAME, 
Enclosure 2 in No. 48: 
Consul-General Grahame to Sir W. Townley. 
Confidential ) 
ame z Tspahan, May 19, 1913 
wen invaton of mw despa No, of tho Sh staat, on oval tee aS 
1 0 be manager of the estates of the Zil-os-S : 
the Rone 9 fon you that Pere genta ny sequal t,o 
tog that Soran Mirza), son of Mis Royil Highnoss, liad given 
out or eaux to given ont that the arrangement above referred to, was the diet 
outcome of an iaeziem which ha taken place at ice a short thn ago (the 
presence of the Sipabiar) between the Rnsian Miuiser (then on eave) an 
Pisin nl air, hte omer ado sy ann ocean ns 
tha os (LPoblowaks) renn to Versa ie, within three or four month 
oval High esuime the Governorship of Ispahian and possibl 
K vlded that there ean be no doubt that S% i 
Pee ale a M be no doubt that Sarum-ed-Dowleh is ily. 
trigaing to obtain the Governorship of Tepilian, and anguested, that the ey 
Jot Mk von. Kaver as mitauer of the iltan’s: estates. is a stop 
creation of a little imperium in imperio here, designe: le re 
ea perio wre, designed to lead up to tho 
Tivas nnable to satisfy the en 


auxions to obtain from 
to me regarding the 
2 connection with these ports it may be mentioned that for some. time past the 
wildest Famous have been current in Japahan regarding the presence. in. Mazainteran 
Salar-ed-Dowleh of Muhammad Ali Miraa, the Zil-es-Snltan, and the Sipahdar, 
Thave, &e, 
G. GRAHAME, 


29769) No, 484, 





Rees Vownley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 30.) 


ulahel, June 10, 1913, 
timo, enclosing copies of 


resident and consul-general at Bushire aud from 
z upon the subject of the arrangements made for 


" WITH reference to my despatch No, 12 2 
telegrams received from His Mayes Peat enat 
His Majesty's acting consul at Shi 
restoring onder on the Shiraz—Bushire road by 


h to ‘ a means of the gendarmerie, I 
honour fo report that Colonel Hjalmarson has now returned ta Thin vat thie Vihees, 
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had along conversation with him. It is clear that Colonel Hjalmarson acquired 
considerable knowledge of the diffculties of the roed during his journey down it, 
and he would seem to have formed a very true estimate of the points that present 
special danger. 

Teross-questioned the Colonel as to the nature of the assurances he had given to 
the headmen on the road. In reply he stated that he had given no definite assurance: 
and that he had explained to the varions chiefs that he had no authority to give any 
fisaurances, though he seems to have given them to understand that their inter 
ould not be neglected in the steps that will have to be taken to ensure a restoration 
of order and the abolition of illegal exactions and tolls. 

he Colonel told me that he had seen all the leading khans on the road and 
had found them all, with one exception, apparently most reasonable in their attitude. 
‘They owned that they had formerly’ made their living out of the proceeds of 
‘agriculture, bit that of late the Iands had gone out of cultivation, the tillers of the 
soil having’ abandoned their peaceful avocation and adopted the more adventurous, 
Dit more lucrative, profession of robbers. ‘They explained that were steps to be now 
taken to put an end at a blow to their new profession, they would have to fight or 
starve, but they declared themselves ready to return to the land provided that a certain 
number of their young men were employed as roadguards. Tt would seem that some 
of their proteusions as to the number of men that should be employed and the pay: 
they shoild recoive were rather exaggerated, but on the whole Colonel Hjalmarson 
would appear to haye derived the impression that the inhabitants would not be sorry 
to return to agricultural pursuits provided they could feel sure of a ready market 
for their products, and that a certain number of their young men would find 
‘employment and reaular pay on the road. 

Ti would appear to me that expect that all. improper exactions will 
couse immediately upon the gendarmes taking possession of the road, and it would 
seem hardly desirable that we should enquire too closely into the methods they may 
employ. As I understand the object of their mission, they are to restore order aud 
suppress vexatious aud illegal blackmail. ‘They appear to me to have set about their 
ask in tho right way, and I think it would be unfair to them to press them to take 
‘Mt onco such repressive measures as would bring down on them the hatred of the people, 
hofore they have had time to feel their way and make the necessary dispositions to 
ensure the ultimate success of their mission, We can always come forward and 
‘lemind more energetic action in tho event of our being dissatisfied, after they have 
hoon given a reasonable time to prove themselves, with the progress made, 

It is reported that the last detachment from ‘Tehran suffered very much from 
heat on the road, nnd the officer coumandiug at Shiraz has expressed the opinion that 
on account of the heat it will not be possible to take possession of the entire road 
south of Shiraz til the autumn, Colonel Hjalmarson is much distressed at receiving 
this opinion, and. has telegraphed to say that at least a start must be made with certain 
Duildings that will have to be erected at some of the posts, in order that the people 
may realise that the ge os are really coming, He is of opinion, and I share his 
view, that any delay in putting in an appearance now might easily be attributed to fear 
‘nd have a had result, whilst he is most anxious to take practical possession of the road 
Defore the tribes retum in the autumn. For this reason tle regrets the necessity that 
‘arose for taking action axainst the Arabs near Sivend and. Kafrak, because his intention 
had been to leave the road north of Shiraz until after the autumn migration, so that 
on the rettim of the tribes next spring they may find the road in the occupation of the 
fendarmcs in the same way as be: ill hopes to acups the souter road during 
the present summer migration to the more northerly pastures. 

Whilst these operations are being carried out in the south, preparations are being 
pushed on here to ensure the early despatch of gendarmerie detachments to Kermanshah, 
Bittanabad, and Zenjan, in all of which ceutres their presence is earnestly needed. It 
is hoped that it will be found possible to send 200 men to each of the places named 
in the course of the next twvo months 

Tn the course of a conversation with the Minister of the Interior yesterday, T 
impressed upon his Highness the necessity for according: the gendarmes ‘all possible 
support. Inotieed traces of the old hostility towards the gendarmerie, but Ain-ed- 
Dovlch has evidently learned among other useful lessons since he took office that the 
gendarmes have come to stay. Instead of abusing them, as he would haye done three 
months ago, his Highness spoke in flattering language of the good work they have 
done, and what may be expected from them in the future. He urged that they should 
not go too fast, and expressed his desire that they should acquire the ‘affection rather 


south, via Bagdad and Kermanshah, 
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than, the dislike of the people, adding that he regret i 
making themselves rather unpopular bythe brnquenes oftheir meiedes 
st we, Replied that they were sure to gain the enmity of those whose unlawful trades 
it was their duty to suppress, and pointed ont that there must be a steady forward 
movement. maintained, and that overcaution seemed to me moro dangerous 10. the 
prestige of the corps than a display of energy. I added that thero is no time to lose 
jn securing such a show of a restoration of order as may make an impression in Buro 

because until twas believed that something really serious was being done in this direct fon 
there would be small chance of Persia bel able to borzow any of the money of which 

is |. Talso reminded his Hi, whi 

enabled the gendarmerie to do what as been tone ‘a Neen exited hee ee 
sources, which naturally look for some return for their money, I made it elear that T 
{id not advocate undue rashness, but if a man of the school of Aineed-Dowleh had 
{is wae the gondarmes woul be Kept inctive wail they got as rusty and uscless a8 


Thave, &, 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 





[29770] No, 485. 


r W. Townley to Sir 


Edward Grey.—(Reeeived June 30.) 
(So 129.) 


T HAVE the honour to enclose herewith the 


Gulahek, June 11, 1913, 
Persia for tlie past four weeks, 


usual monthly summary of events 


T have, & 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 


———— 


nelosure in No. 485, 
Summary of Events in Persia for tho Four Weeks ending June 11 


Tehran. 


DIPLOMATIC and Consular Movements—M. Lecomte, the French 


returned to Tehran from his journey to the i 
je tg Teh foom his journey to the South of Persia on the 18th May 


Pate Chur is post on the 7th instant, and Mr, Smart left for 


= ea t. ane fivensiins in the Cabinet rey 
tinued, and culminated in Vossuk-ed-Dowleh’s departure for Enrop: 

gee a on sick leave. _ He was acBupenid by Muktadiieuleth Ik and 
ee ae gts oF former on his Way to take up his post as Persian Minister in 
Rone, | Vossuled-Dowleh was considerably alarmed, when approaching Reh to id 
at Salad: Dow wasn sch lose pesinits, Me theo Pushed on to Enzoli 

hall, haste, h of the Sth June for Baku, Duri Forel 
Minister's absenee the Foreign Ofice has been placed in the charge of Ait eal 
Nusharerul lana, the psnepal Under Sorta of Sato sa 

e Ministries of Justi id Ex stil t i 
vomit gg piaties of Tusaco and Education are sill vacant. Momtaced-Dowieh is 


Minister, 


ported in the last pata, have 
th 


© Ist 


Gendarmerie-—Colonel Hjalmarson returned to ‘Tehran from his mission to the 
arriving at Tehran the 31st May. 
Sheikh Mahmood Veramini— 


Pee REE ee ae notorious follower of the ex-Shah, who had 
fendarmes at Veramin for plowing 
70 


at the Russian Legation, was Intoly 
it the Dy ly arrested by. 
aes yetainin for ploting with brigands and refusing wo pay taxes. Ho was 


ai toto sal eat Bagh-i-Shah, the headquarters of the gendariaerie. 


as a Russi é insi 
= a Russian protégé, and insisted Barman 
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ign Office Tri i 5th June, however, the 
ied Foreign Office Tribunal. On the night of the dt] orev 
oe eae ia gendarme sentincls. It is said that he was endeavouring: to 


escape. : 4 . 
Sipahdar —The above arrived in ‘Tehran from Europe on the 24th May 


Ghilan and Mazanderan. 


Dnving dhe Jas week in May, Selared-Dowleh left arfarosh with a small party 
robbing the eustoss-hou 
and took ship from, Banda bing the ensiomshouses at 
Tandar-iGex fii MeshedsieSer en route, ere went ovevtand to Testy 
where he arriy rd June, and after halting there a few hours mo 
TH ho wlatile tho bulk of his followers stenpied fo pss cious Tasha, 
shere they eam into conflict with Amir Assad, the son of the Sipalida Anit 
Trees dofeated Salared-Dowleh’s followers, but his son was killed i the cogagernent. 
Some 200 Russian troops, belonging to the Kazvin garrison, passed through Res 
en route to Baku during Ma Spikes ee 
eet a a ira naphew of the Sipahdar-i-Azam, hs been appointed Governor 
of Lahijan, Tangerud, and Delaman. ? 


Meshed. 


Some is weeks go the manager of the Russian bank at Sabzawran, shen travelling 
‘ uf attach y brigands near Kuchan, of 
with an esort of Css, was altace y brizads near uc and tv of his excort 
7 -gent Meshed thereupon demat 
wore. womided, ‘The Ruslan consul-general at Meshed thereupon denauied the 
Uismissal of the Governor, but as the Governor-General refused to co 
Hae prince Dabiya took {pon himselE so have the Governor of Kushan arrested 
4 deported to Meshed, where he was handed over to the Per crite 
aa eer Wily, the meen! ofeer attacked to. His Majesty's consulate general 
who left Meshed for Askhabad on the Gth May, reported that there were several partes 
Of robbers on the mond, and that they wero goldom interfered with by the Hus 
5 on their own subjects were in danger, eee : 
troops except when their own subjects were i ante ee eee 
Phe 18th Turkestan, Rifle Regiment hos left Meshed Ven th 
mover sat hes bok carried out, the Somivechin Cossacks will be the only Russian 
sees a a tho brigand who, together wit five others, was captured by the 
India caval consilar eaeort moving in relief to Meshed about two months ago, has 
cused. Adifed-Dowleh, the Governor of Turbat, as having heen the instigator of 
Hiserimes, As there appears to bp little doubt as to the veracity of this statement, 
Adiled:Dowlel: has been, summoned to Meshed. His Majesty's onsol-generl ha 
inale arrangements for Seyyid Tassan's trial by a representative of, the Governor. 
eral the Treasy agent and dhe Karguzar, and ne agreed to hana ver the gabe 
‘0 the Persian authorities when the sentence passed has been confirmed from Tehran. 
eo ea assert his been taste for tho past formightovrng othe presence 
of a party of 600 Turcomans. 


Tspahan. 


Reporte as tothe condition of the town and environs dusing the past four weeks 
have bet sore satiafactory than they have been for some months past. The price 
i ison the decrease, and the main roads are open to trafic, 
toodt Me anagerof the Rugeian bank, to whom the management of the Zil-es-Sultan's 
estate was male over some months ago, is said to be interfering in matters concerning 
the Revene Deparunent. 


Yeed. 


0 Kashi sowars w ved in the town last month 
One hundred of the 160 Kashi sowars who arrived in ¢ , 
been drafted to the Ispahan and Meshed roads, and caravans are reported to be passing 


freely along these routes. ee ioe 
“Lhe town has continued to remain quiet except for some minor disorders created 


by the Kashis still remaining, and fora small outbreak against the Parsi element. 
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Shiraz. 


‘There have been no disturbances in the town of late except those in connection 
with the arrest and execution of Hashim Khan, an Arab chief. On the 16th May it 
was brought to the notice of the authorities that Hashim Khan had taken refugo with 
one Sohrab Khan, and steps were taken to arrest him, as he was wanted for his share 
in the looting of certain villages in the neighbourhood. Sohrab Khan assisted him to 

the police, and in the fracas which ensued some four or five polico were killed 

wonnded. Hashim Khan, however, was captured and hanged or. the followin 

day, but Sohrab Khan eseaped to the shrine of Seyyid Hadji Gharib, and being well 
provided with ammunition clefied all attempts made to take him. On'the night of the 
22nd May he escaped from the shrine, after haying killed and wounded fourteen 
people, 

The Kawam-ul-Mulk, who is attempting to restore order in the Rasa district, 
Tearning that the Shebani Arab chiefs Askar Khan and his brother, Mahomed Kuli 
Khan, were plotting against him, ordered their arrest. The chiefs resisted the 
Kawam’s men, and although Askar Khan was arrested and his nephew killed, Mahomed 
Kuli Khan escaped. 

As these chiefs have been the instigators of most of the robberies committed. by 
the Shebani Arabs for some time past, and s the incident was likely to inerease the 

orest among this section, the Governor-General decided to undertake operations 

ainst them. With this object orders were given to the party of gendarmerie 
marching from Ispahan to Shiraz to halt at Sivend, and reinforcements, consisting of 
100 gendarmes and some of the Darya Begi’s sowars, were despatched from Shiraz, 

‘The Government force met with some success, but Askar Khan, who was placed on 
parole and broke it, and Mahomed Kuli Khan, are still at large. 

His Majesty’s consul reports that the Government. gendarmerie have es'ablished 
themselves on the section of the road between Shiraz and Kazerun in a most antisfactory 
manner, 


Several parties of Baluchi robbers have been at Jango in the Sarhad and Kainnt 

ng the Jast month, On the 15th May ono of these parties intercepted. the 
Tngpector-General of Customs, who was travelling with four of his sowars between 
Alibad and Neh, and took away their horses and rifles. On the following day another 
party attacked Neh, but failed to enter the village, On the 25th w line guard of tho 
Indo-European Telegraph Department was kidnapped and some stores in his possession 
destroyed. He was, however, released a fow days later. 

In the Western Kainat and in the neighbourhood of Birjand, large numbors of 
camels and sheep are reported to have been carried off by Baluchi, 

‘There is also some probabil ble in the KuheiMalik Siah district in the 
near future, as Sirdar Khudadad Khan is urging the local chiefa to support him in 
defying the revenue administration of the Belgians, 


Kerman. 


‘eat £00 strong, entered the Bam district early last 
wonth. The Governor of Bam left for Regan in order to repel the raid, but the 
luchis evaded him, and on the 15th Muy looted several villages in the vicinity of 
Bam, including the offices of the Indo-European Telegraph Dopartment. at ‘Tahrud, 
and a few days later robbed a caravan in the neighbourliood of Sarvestan, and carried 
off some telegraph stores and goods belonging to British subjects. 
The Governor-General of Kerman, who is making a tour through his province, 
ed Rudbar early last month, ‘The Governor of Rudbar, Zagham-isNizamy came to 
terms and undertook to pay up all arrears of revenue due. 
From Rudbar the Governor-General passed on to diruft, and thence into Sirjan, 
without incident. 


Kermanshah. 


‘The Central Government has removed Kurdistan from the jurisdiction of the 
Governor-General of Kermanshah, and appointed Zaffer-es-Sultaneh as Governor, The 
new Governor, however, has not yet left Tehran for his post. 

W. M. FORDHAM, Major, 
Military Attaché, 
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(29771) No. 486. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 30.) 


(No. 130. Very Confidential.) 
Sir, Tehran, June 11, 1913. 


maintaining his resignation, and I knew from post experience about this timo last 
when M. Poklewsky and I jointly endeavoured to persuade him to renounce a 
‘lar intention, that there was small chance of inducing him to change his mind 
when. he had once made it up. 

Taccordingly entered upon a long friendly conversation with his Excellency upon 
tho general situation of the country, upon the possibility of financial and social 
progress, and upon the reasons that bad caused him to determine definitely to leave 
the Cabinet. Tusked hin who he thought could best take his place, pointing out that 
the rogrettable decision he had felt obliged to take threatened to create a most serious 
situation at a moment when political peace was especially essential for the progress of 
the county, and when such disturbing elements as Siad-ed-Dowleh and. Sipahda 
‘Azam were actually in Tehran itself or about to arrive. ‘They would, T said, be on 
too ready to precipitate a Cabinet crisis which must inevitably result in a recrudescence 
of tineasiness and uncertainty as to the future. 

Vossuk replied that the primary cause of his resignation was bad health, and 
asserted that it was quite impossible for him to continue to face the daily worries of 
his post as long as his health rendered him so nervous t imself realised that he 
did not meot the questions that arose in the Cabinet Council with the calm and 
‘dispassionate judgment necessary to enable him to discuss the various objections raise 
by his colleagues from time to tine. Pressed as to whether or uot his sole differences 
were with Ainsed-Dowleb, Vossuk replied that such was not the case, that he found 
great difficulty in working with other members of the Cabinet, though, of course, the 
Warious acute questions that hind recent) i ch Riissian action at 
Kuchan, Asterabad, Tabriz, aud Kermanshah had brought him into direct person 
conflict with the old Prince, who appeared to hold him responsible for not being able 
to control the highshanded actions of the Russian consular agents. 

‘Ag it seemed to, me most desirable to endeavour to avoid an open Cabinet erisis, 
‘and as it was clear that Vossuk would not consent to remain in the Cabinet at ‘Tehran, 
T suggested that he should plead ill-health and ask for Ieave, The excuse wi 
perfectly justifiable one, as the Minister has been in bad health for a long time aud 
{was not ii a fit condition to continue to carry on the duties of an office that entails 
‘Ammost daily friction with other members of the Cabinet. 

Vossuk jumped at the idea, and his entire demeanour changed at the thought 
that he might have three or four months’ leave in which to attend to his health and 
seo from afar how alfairs in Persia were shaping. His Excellency at once promised to 
reconsidler his decision and return to the Cabinet, but only on the condition that ho 

cht have leave to go to Europe and put himself under mevlical treatment. He 
suggested that he might also be perhaps instrumental in inducing the Regent to 
retum to Persia, added that it appeared to me that it might serve a useful. purpose 
if he were to see you, Sir, and M, Sazonof «luring his stay in Europe. 

Vossuk-ed-Dowleh's position is a somewhat curious one, He entered the present 
Cabinet at the urgent personal instance of M. Poklewsky and because Ain-ed-Dowleb 
ould not consent to accept office unless he, Vossuk, was at the Foreign Olfice. 
Other members of the Cabinet opposed his appointment, on the ground that he is 
‘generally considered to be too subservient to foreign influence, but more especially to 
that of the Russian Legation, His honesty is said not to he above suspicion, but he is 
‘avery capable and intelligent man who knows the political affairs of his country well, 
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and bas, I think, his country’s interests genus it 

nd has, mn genuinely at heart, though it 

is own cove St He is of cours, like arly all the tor Cabines Ministers at 

Fg gage quite unknown outside Tehran, He himself acknowledges that ho lias set his 
al : 1¢ has to consider what course i likely. 

to advance that career, Tt is quit i Cui citaree 

: reer. Tt ix quite trae that his health has been indi 

time, but Iam convinced that one of his reasons for wishing to be rere hea tae 


ie durability of the 


Teis true 
nd than the majority of Persians, is 
ing to lend a sympathetio car and 


support T had attribinted this dispositi 
to deo win the goodwil of he legato, Wt traning othe aor nals 
of the Cabinet he proposals which it seemed to him politic to appear to 


ene afraid that T have not made out 4 very good caso for Vossuk-ed-Dowleh, 
Fane age zeRt Pesibly come to Loudon, tha seemed to me wll to show hin to 
{oH ast se tan amiable, capable, and intelligent man, but not one fn ony 


se support to the repres 
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Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Groy.—(Received June 30.) 
(No. 29. Commercial.) 
in, 

, M : : Tehran, June 7, 1013. 
certal HAVE the honour to report that the ‘Treasurer General has id olor no 
eran, mexiffetions which ho desires to eu effete in the Persian customs tari th 
objest being to secure additional seeurty for the projected loan, ae 
_,, 1 have the honour to forward to you herewith a eopy of his proposals, toge 
witha able showing the value of thon innortatons from loign ocunttien niet ey 
{he hanes suggested the furs inthis table being taken from the customs stata 
ft year ending the 20th March, 1912, tke last which have been 

You will observe that, as regards tea, ML i i 
ett ill observe that, as regards tea, M. Mornard desires to ubotsh all distinction 
between the various Kinds imported, and to impose a universal duty of 6 rans the 


= Lod appronehed M. Mosnard aver i th 
gonsul- general at Bushie, with view th 
pointed: out that, usa result of the high duty prevailing, an en i 
tes rg unugeed into the country, aad that this evil via upported ‘by tie Putslars 
the ‘ uuch success that the' legitimate commerce was seriously endanyered 
a Ge tru aed a ee et ome ema eh 
te aon ig Ankers of the Persian Government to put an immediate check 
deanar ons the reduction of the tnjor duty ar inant Eom 
i. Mornard has met my representations by proposing to reduce the duty 
tae tothe abovementioned Beare, aud he aan fat ims we ny 
in the Sit y x ahs (say, 1,600.) to the Persian Treasury, there will be no 
etal eer Jeary and fe expects that Tare ince Tia wast on 
ill ensue, her with a mark i i 
pe lecrease in. smuggling, 


at the instance of His Majesty's 
lowering the import duty: ov Indian tens, 


aR 
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He anticipates that, if his proposed modifications are adopted, an annual increase 
of 207,001, (approximately) may be expected in the customs receipts. 

Thave informed M. Mornard that 1am submitting his suggestions for exa 
hy His Majesty's Government and the Government of India, to whom you will doubtless 
too ft to transmit the proposals put forward by the Treasurer-General, who has also 
submitted the accompanying figures to the Russian Legation. 

Thave, &e. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 





(30014) No, 488, 
India Office to Foreign Osice.—(Reveived June 80.) 


THE Under-Seoretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Suoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and forwards herewith, for the information. of 
the Seeretary of State, copy of a telegram from the Political Resident in the Persian 
Gulf, dated the 28th June, 1918, re Mohammerah frontier, 


India Ofice, June 80, 1913, 


Enclosure in No. 488. 
Livttenant-Colonel Sir P, Cox: to Government of India. 


graphic.) P. Bushire, June 28, 1913, 

BLEASE refer te r th instant. 

Bad weather has caused prolongation of fan operations, and consequently 
dlolayed my departure, In the interval T have beon studying the materials for the 
coniinunication to be made to Sheikh of Mohammerah and notice following geographic 
inaccutney in description of frontier in draft declaration as initialled. ‘The sentence 
‘whieh ends “Abou! Arabid” should read hvard from this 

it reaches the bank of the Kbnivin C ‘ hr Aboul 

i, and from this point follows the line of the Khaiy Canal to the pelat where 
latter joins the Nahr Nea itt-el-Arab main stream, Am I at liberty 
tomake above alteration when 1 inform sheikh of details in continuation of verbal 
exposition which T reported in the enclosure to my despatch of the 25th August ? 
Further, how shall I reply to Sheikh of-Mobainmerah's represontations (reported ibid 
iwgarding test of connection of sind with the mainland, and as to vessels handling 
eango at Abadan or elsewhere, on Persian bank, being immune from interference! The 
vclaration as worded at present does not seem to make specific provision for either of 
these points 

(Repeated to Secretary of State.) 





(29915) No, 489. 


Powenitey to Sir Bdieard Grey.—(Reeeived June 30.) 
(No. 263.) 
(Welegeaphic.) Ro * Tehran, June 30, 1913, 
MY despatch No, 117 of 17th May. 
Thave received note from Persian Government requesting reply to their communica- 
tion of Roth April (enclosure 1 in my despatch, above mentioned). 





(29473) No. 490. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


(No. 291.) 

(Telegraphic Foreign Office, June 30, 1913. 
YOUR tlegram No, 260 of 27th June : Smart incident. 
Lapprove. 





(29474) No. 491. 


Si rey to Si 
ag 20) ir Bdwoard Grey to Sir W, Townley. 
telegraphic.) R. Forel E 
YOUR telegram No. 261 of 27th June: Kerman, rele ies eae 
_Jn view of your strong representations the question is being reconsidered, and 
decision is possible at present. Meanwhile T seo no reason Dilciuoourage calenate 


Please repeat your telegram Ni to Government of India, 





(29255) - No. 492. 


Foreign Ogice to Imperial Bank of Persia. 
Sir, i 
: F ae Foreign Ofiee, June 80, 1913, 
seitod iM itgeted by Seoretary Sir Edward Grey to Ree te ia eanncen 
cere ee Gee oe of the law of the 13th June, 1911, under 
r Mint agreement between the Persian Government nporial 
sas contracted on the 27th November ofthat year asain, 
am to state that Sir B. Grey, as at present advised, does not sce that thro i 
Lamy 7 0 vo that there 
auything in dh law of the 13th June, 1011, which confers powers upon the Mrongurer= 
‘ener to sanction, of his own authority, a contract uch a8 tht now in question, 
fe realises, hoover, that itis of course possible that: Mr. Shuster may havo hind 
such authority from some other nstramont or source, and Tam to enquire whether you 
can furnish any information both as to this point and aldo ay to whether by any law 
other than that of the 13th June, 1911, or by any constitutional practica, sch contracts 
as that now under discussion require to bo sanctioned by the Medjliss oF the Persian 
In this connection I am to add that Sir E, Grey wi 
cama : Sir E, Grey was recently informed that at th 
faune time as your bank were given this monopoly the cdjlieg granted 0 jon 
for the supply of a certain quantity of silver to two Persian subjects, Budsin-ud nus 
and Motamin-ut‘Tujjar, and! Tam to enquire whether you have any information to 
Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLE, 





